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- 1963 - 

Memorandum 

Fair and 50-ish, 

It was so wonderful to have a few minutes to myself 
this morning and a secretary to give me a hand in running 
through some of yesterday 1 s mail, the first item in the 
opening being .that from Lyme with its two post scripts. 

It goes without saying I was genuinely sorry to 
learn of the difficulties putting a crimp 
in little Miss Lee's program during the holiday period, 

I tell myself the message received is evidence that 
the affliction has diminished if not vanished and 
I accordingly hold the thought that Mew Years may have 
turned out e ver so much better than Christmas, 

On the brighter side, it was so pleasant to read a bout 
the new little feathered friends and I hope to further reports of 
their doings and eventually, when the time is ripe, about 
their names, I ca)i easily enough foresee they may turn out to 
be in the same categroy with some of LestQn '3 randpas who 
get that name on occasion well before they have ever dreamed of 
parenthood or their persuasion has been established, Smile, 

I am holding the thought, too, that the girl friend 
maybe headed b-ck to normalcy, Ihe difficulties that have 
been her's, physically and emotionally, might explain 
the recent flare-up and I'm sureall would agree 

that a general slowing down in all directions would help wonderfully, 
I especially look forward to further reports from that quarter. 

And thanks, too, for acquainting me with doings at 
Mo, 61 and adjacent neighborhoods. I can see plainly 
enough thqt when Lestan makes a round, he will most 
certainly require a ide for a re-orientation program. 
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Wednesday , January 2nd, 2963 


Th» Tovelv Daintinq on the card mattes a aea iyn y uj. 
common pt.ci ftltb/fesUoal of the Birds A.r* beside ms 
I Shall treasure them both * How wonderful the blessings m 
being able to share such delights . 

James picked me up at 1 this noon and we journeyed 
to town where he and I dined at the *own House. He 
reported that on arriving home yesterday a { tern °°"> h i n lea 
•phoned x heBluff, making arrangements for her sister to 

flu to meet her in Kansas City and they woul n + + im 

proceed together to Mayos. Aunt Willie colled back a little 
later to say she would fly direct to Chicago and they 
rnuld Dick her p there. This was to be exectued 
on Saturday of this week Viis morning at 22, it was declded 
that some Southern medical Center would be better, Texas, po 
or some such place where the w eather was milder. I was 
asked to consult my medical secretary for top-notch 
places although the lady dcotor had already secured arrange 
for llanos. Cddly enough, as Barnes and 1 got out of the 
car at the x own House, the lady doctor and daughter were j - 
ina. I think I had better not get embroiled hn all this 
tomfoolery since it is primarily the patient a or the 
husband's business. Accordingly I simply chatted with 
the lady doctor for a moment and then went along, l 
reached f or the 'phone to call her tonight by way of a skmg 
advice but then thought better of it.and returned the 
received to its hook. 

After dinner, ^ames and 1 drove to Pecan Park' where 
K 2 y was expecting us, the point of me going to town 

:• : ' i-n, V ' 


Memo rand urn t 

From mid night until nearly noon it a2*en»at«2y 
rained and sprinkled. Vie afternoon and tonight fair and 

mild. 

I didn't get around to mention one 
Hew Year's day greeting that was unexpected. 

The hour was 9j25 Tuesday morning when I was sipping 
a demi-tasse across the fence. Vie 'phone rang andnie 
hostess dashed from the living room, remarking she would • be 
S; Jf. tfc. I bat just loft the front gallery on my w a 

when she called to me, —long distance. It was 
the Hocket calling from Marshall. She talked a iout 
80 minutes with nothing in particular to sa me rel V 
recounting her holiday adventures entertaining her brother and 
his family and so on. She said she would be going to • 

Hew Orleans later this week but would not pause here as she 
would be flying. She said she had been invited to 
visit the*Carl Carmers at Fort Meyer in South J>lorida but 
hadn't heard from them since she had declined. he 
was supposed to. get off the outline of a /or 

several months ago but got it post only last 

It seems Carl is backing or negotiating or something the 
likely manuscripts for some publishing hou3e. 

She said she might be down this,way m 10 d a ys or so but 
I have heard that old chesnut too often to pay 
a ny attention to it She inquired about Aunt *»***• . 

and had not heard she had been over this way. She did not 
inquire about James and Kay and 1 volonteered • 0 
rnf.vmai.inn. I. on mv part, did not inquire „tout the 
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Ttiere is something about the annual greeting cards from 
the Hodding Carters that puzzle me exactly the way 
some people with remarkably good sense in everything 
else, fall flat on their faces when it comes to 
bringing up children. If I can find it, I shall 
enclose theCarter effort this year and you may judge 
for yourself • Hoddingis certainly successful both 
in the business of writing and the selection of 
a good wife while Betty has more brains than most 
Gulf States ladies I know. But when , it comes to s tirring up 
a holiday greeting card, something goes all haywire 
a nd someday I'm going to find out who is responsible 
for the effort . I think I can 

detect a d a b of Hodding in it but I can't find anything 
a t a ll revealing Betty's influence 

In spite of the dampness of the good earth, I did some 
transplanting of big old crepe myrtles this afternoon. 

I think anyone should have his head examined fo\. such 
doings in the mud for the mud certainly wasn't made for 
transplanting and no body,improves the state ot his 
oostume charging a round in such stuff. I got 
into the a ct when Joe appeared, having in mind to 
ge some nandinas but gu ve up that idea and took 
a tile instead and went his way. He isn t speaking to 

his son at the moment, it is said. One never knows what 
is likely to get him furious at anyone. The present 
rift is based on the fact that his son and wife joined 
several friends attending the CottonBowl at 
Dallas. The father declared the sou gouldn't afford 
such frivolity. Imagine. Well, that s the w a y the 
psychiatric wind blows with the family and on occasion 
one would laugh, were it not so pitiful. And now I must 
do some work and then call i a day. I'm wondering if the 
ones fold up their beards early a s most feathered friends 
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Thursday, January 3rd, 1.963, 


Memorandum •, 

_ 

fair and 50* 

* 

This seeems to be the travel season for 
people who weren't in the big road during the 
holidays. This field hand and that venture as 
far afield as Texas and California, ex¬ 
ploring sections of the country where kin folks 
dwell while Califronians and lexans take time out to 
converge on native soil to see if, on second thought, 
there was no place like home. More stay 
where they go than those who return, ± gather, since 
the Parish population is dwindling appreciably, it is said , 

The folks from across the fence came to 
dinner this noon and Irby Mott was here and Willie 
Black, the latter being R.E. A. employees 1 The 
talk was about arrangements for this year s 
hejira of R.E.A. board members. This 
year s junket is to Las Vegas and J. H. and 
Irby were going somewhere this afternoon, perhaps 
°hr-veport, to check on Pullman cars, for it seems 
in these d a ys one hecks the cars in advance to 
make sure a,n ante helium vehicle isn't assigned for 
the use of groups interruption. 

The call that interrupted was from te 
W a lkers. When the R. £. A. head out for Las Veg a s, 
u 'he > a lkers journey to /JeioOrleans for the annual 
Press Association meeting,— 

Friday, January 11th, 1 believe, and so everybody 
goes his seve, g 1 ways and I, for one, praise 
he u vd, I don t have to road run to such lengths. 

A day or two ago, J. H. had a letter from 
the General, enclosing a letter to him fromSister, 
saying she wants to sell her Shreveport house and 
rent a portion of the big hous“ at Melrose. 

I assume the various members of the *state will not 


\ 


» I I t 9 • 
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look f a vorably on such a proposition, It 

would benefit nobody, so near as 1 can make out, and the 

effect o# the merchent-planter would be in- 

ca'lcuable. His wife, in fact, has already announced 

that she, for one, would immediately take a place in town 

to live if such a thing should cometo pass, 

James came this afternoon and I presented himinterruption, 

I had spent a little time rounding up-the likely pla ces 
in this general area, --Hew Orleans, Houston, Galveston, 

Tyler and so on where institutions of repute might receive 
our patient aid was prepared to suggest that 
the lady doctor be consulted on each in turn. 

But, of course, I.counted not on the patient herself 
who switched things around again and now has 
made arrangements to go by train to Rochester, taking 
her California sister with her,--they will k eet in 
Shreveport, and they nax know not if the Huff lady 
will go with them or not and how many servents will 
join,in the hejira. It ' s all pretty cockeyed and, 

I assume, jubject to momentary changes from one second to the 

next, Saturday is the day the travel agencies are using to get the 

thing going but merely rounding up reservations is 

but a start in a proceedure that may run 

through a whole series of such undertakings before 

a firm decision has been made. How anyone 

keeps in balance under such a merry-go-round, I cannot 

imagiBelma dropped in tos see me this morning . 

She has a cold she cannot eradicate. She had 

just heard from Little King who finds himself once more in 

Germany but not at G,, .as formerly, but some other place 

a nd Zelma could remembe just where it was. Re 

reported it was mighty wintry in his neighborhood, 

which seems to parallel reports the radio has been 

setting forth about all of Europe, 

Zelam reports she is t having difficulty with her old gander, 
John who apparantly . do^sn, t like living on 

the big highway, —it's the third house from the artist on the 
Bermuda road. She reports the gander is want to march out 
on to t he black top road, stand right in the middle of same, 
n nd defy cars whissing along to come close to him . Zelma 
fears that one day a speeding vehicle will indeed defy Ijim 
a nd she will be bereft of one big gander. 

So runs the day and so 1 must mosey along, 

I trust Lyme is w rmer than the past week and that little Mi3S Lee 

improves . (\ v 




Friday, January 4th, 1963, 


Memorandum j 

Cloudy, spr\nkley and mildly, 

I suppose there's the annual birthday party 
at the Bluff tonight, .4s I understand it, there is 
always one to which the low country gentry are invited and 
the hostess carries on thealways dying never expiring 
role of grand,e dame, Ihis is the type of festival and 
themanne r of the hostess which are forever being recalled 
in literature as something that used to be but is 
no more, just as people in the Napoleonic era spoke of 
civilisation as having expired in 1789 and as 
I inclined to talk about the Paris before the End World 
War or Hatches before oil began gushingin that quarter,. 

, <• 

I h ven t heard anything from Pecan Park today but I 

assume James will drive Kay to Shreveport on 

the morrow or perhaps Sunday and somebody will 

meet Kay there, somebody or somebodies from The Bluff, and 

so the ladies will proceed northward and James return 

to Pecan Park, 

t * 

Where is a splendid motel in Shreveport, they say, 

I think it is called theShreveporter or some such. In 

y event, it is on the edge of the city and not far from the 
air port, James, Kay, Aunt Willie and everyone else 
I know who has stopped there time and again find it 
just perfect, I can readily understand, therefore, 
how surprised James must have been when he learned-from 
Kay that she had ordered the t avel agency to arrange for 
transportation to Rochester, she let the agent mak■* 
reservations at theWashington-Eurie Hotel in 
Shrev port, especially as Kay and James both prefer motels 
for their convenience as regards regristration, car parking and so on, 
I find it impressive that one who doesn't have to think 
of travel costs can discover so many unexpected 
problems in getting about according to whim, 

t. 

Joe Henry called this morning to say he would like 
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Sunday, January 6 th, 1 63 


Cloudy and cool • 

I was delighted to hear Hatalie's voice this 
morning around 11 when she calledfor 
a little chit-chat, including an inquiry regarding 
the health of little Miss Lee and to touch on a flock 
of educational matters. I reported 

a note from little Mis a Lee, indicating she had been 
under the weather, that she had mentioned a lovely 
gift she had received from her friend and that I was 
sure we -a ould 'oth he rejoicing when further notes 
came to hand, indicating an im rovement, in the 
health status generally . 

The Presidency was touched on along with the 
Presidential family and I take it they are in good 
standing with the speaker. Sometimes Hatalie surprises me 
hy her reaction to people and places, as, for example, 
in the case of the Ambassador to the U t H., or to Versailles . 

I certainly don’t expect my friends to feel the 
same enthusiasm I do for people or places and yet in 
some instances such as that as the Ambassador, it 
seems odd he phouldn t find in her one of his 
staunchest supporters. 

I ha,d a call Saturday night, from Kay, announcing 
her departure for Koch ster, Minnesota, on the morrow, --that 
is on Sunday • <S/»e said she and James would drive to 

Shrefeport on the Sabbath where her sister would meet 
them and where they would spend the night, with 
her sister and herself taking off for the north on Monday 
and James returning to Natchitoches after their departure • /fatal ie 
mentioned having met the lady doctor the other day. The latter 
remarked that from the hip e X-ray pictures, she concluded 
th\\hip might always he a source ofconcern to the patient. 
ffa fa lie, for herself, remarked that the one thing 
about Mayo’s that impressed her the most was the 
desire to get away from the place at,aiy price, after 
one had once been put through the mill of so many 
physicians. She stated further 

that it was her understanding that the psychiatric section 
of the aforesaid mill was generally con¬ 
sidered its weakest link. 


some nandi Ua j or f t f s p eoa n Park property after all. He 
changes his mind so often on matters pertaining to anything. 

I expected him at noon and the nandianas were dugged and boxed 

in readiness . Ab ut 2 it began sprinkling and ^it was 

obvious the boxes, cardboard, had better be put under 

shelter and they were . Around 3 Joe showed up and decided there 

were too many . He couldn't get them in his Folkswagon • Then 

he decided there were just enough of them but he couldn't 

get them in his car although I think anybody else could have. 

*nd so the clerk volonteered to take what Joe couldn't, deliving 
same to Joe in Pecan Park tonight. It is 

sprinkling again tonight and I^m wondering how the nandians 

will fare if fi as predicted, the dampness 

continues, and as planned, Joe departs for Arkansas 

this weekend . 'Ho bouht Juanita A, itill 

take care of the landscaping. 

I was glad to learn the Mormon Church came out with a blast 
against the ohn Eurchers and associates who attack 
elected officials as though this were the proper way to 
attack ommunism. 1 have long thought newspapers like 
The hreveport Times would actually be stunned kif they 
eve ? paused long enough'to realise that through their 
stupid bias in attacking everybody in Washington, they are 
in reality doing a job for the Kremlin uite beyond, 
anything the Kremlin hoys could ever hope to do for their 
own organisation in efforts to break the solidity of 
the United States, Everybody who isn’t a s one with the 
editorial page of the °hrev port Times a nd so many of the Oklahoma 
Bible slappers are automatically Communists, including 
F, D.R. and Mrs . F. B. R., Truman, many of the A isc?i/iower 
associates and, of course, all Kennedy associates and, 

I fear, too many Robina readers accept such statemtns from their 
favorite paper as being gospel • 


I leaned yesterday Qan, son of I, S.Willard, 
d* Anapolis graduate, has given up his naval career 
and joined Lockheed or some such fine firm inCalifornia 
How folks do get about...... 
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nested to the Enterprise that it might 
to place the date and the plantation 
t of each Cane River Memo, using the date 

cheduled to qpear. . 

onvenient at some time if one did not have the 

v the column to hand when some of the 
>c assembled for publication in 

its inclusion might have two virtues, 

readers from afar occasionally i 
0 f the paper and. possibly some of them 
Vie less tangible 
meets Lyle's contention that 
uth ought to use the word plantation 
it is one of those words likely to drop out of 
■ if not employed regularaly. In 
a of this thought, I must soy that I notice 
rt radio advertising of agricultural things of 
Is to "you farmers and ranchers , but 

te"you planters’. Whether my «uMM** 0 " . . 

' jr not m tiers not at all to me but 
it will probably be coming to your attention 
three or four weeks. 

at home, T decided I had better 
eded to do and 

it was finished since 1 wasn t 
something about a guinea • 

_t to put the manuscript 

red that a page and a half 

the ribbon . Because 
j, t it took some be-sti 
calThow I had got the thing going 
the ribbon began 
had filled in what 

the missing wordage, I was slap happy 
envelope without giving 

it was really all 


h °N DAf 


fs for the place name, 
one on the definite side since 
the columnist in care 
would write directly instead, 
virtue a bout the place name 
people living in t he so 
because i - 
general use 
pursuance ( 

Shrevepoi - 
appea 
neve 

is incorporated o 
if it is, 
within i 

Having a quiet afte noon 
knock off a column which I proce 
great was my relief when 
enthusiastic about the piece, 
picture my surprise when I wen 
in an envelope, 1 discovei __ 
was blank, something having gummed up 
of my indifference to what I wa s writing-, 
of my mind in trying tore c 
and how far I had proceeded before 
taking hold, I must say that when I 
I assume to have been 
to put the whole business in an 
much attention to whether, at long last, 
together or not. 

’X haven’t done anything yet with the 
ml. i J. inn -t t.n nn into when leisure permits 


Wonderfully clear and delightfully cool. 

■the clarity of the Morning Star at 5 this morning seemed 
of sufficient strength to cast shadows. It was the more 
in the shroud of fog developing around 7 and lingering 
on until 10. 


There was 3ome pulling and hauling about the plantation 
in the "ladies" section. Therese Gallien, widow of 
Mitchell, the Axe, had her goods and chatties, spelled oddly, 
transported to the Alton Lambre plantation in the Bermuda 
section, not far from Oakland. Everybody, so far as I know, was 
glad to approve the move since '1‘heresa is among the dumber 
bags I have ever known. And at the same time Theresa 
was moving to Bermuda, Ethel whom J. H. describes as 
pure animal, was moving off somewhere midway between -ypo 
plantation and the Montgomery ferry, perhaps 
six or eight miles north east of here. Ethel 

wanted to move because everybody talked about her, she said. Her 

is that many times a grandmother, she still thvtves 

on Saturday night drunks at this or that honkey-tonk 

and appe-rs surprised other people don't forget her 

fights and her attacks when the Sabbath dawns. I regret 

to say that I expect both ladies will be returning to home 

base before the yonth has played out. x o quote an ancient 

saw: "The better the day, the better the deed" and white folks, 

mulattoes and negroes all seemed to rejoice in the d eparture 

of the ladies. 

There was a, slight stir among the younger matrons, too, when 
darrie, Celeste s servent, called the Sheriff to arrest 
the daughters of Fugabou for having chunked 
a jng of coal oil through the window of the car Carrie 
was driving a week ago. J. H. stood for the ho<*JL 
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issued, against the two young ladies and so they did not 
have to go to jail >ut will have to journey thence if 
they keep up their cappers or capers • 

To my surprise, James appeared about 12:45. 

I had supposed he would be in Shreveport until today 
when Kay and her sister entrained for; Rochester but 
he returned Sunday night he sister s plane 
had a rrived Sunday afternoon and the ladies were 
comfortably housed in a °hreveport caravanserie and that 
was that, 

James said he had a telephone call from 
the Deblieux Drug store this morning in reference to 
a check K a y had issued' that emporium for medecine . 

The bill was for 7 or 8 dollars and the 

store was accordingly surprised when it received a 

check attanched to its statement for the 7 or 8 bucks, 

since the check, made out in the Deblieux favor, was for 

$937.00. 

Carmen called this morning to recite her 
weekend doings which included ai\ eggnog party 

at Clotilde and Lester Hughes' house in town . Carmen mentioned 
Clotilde had spoken of the Las Vegas junket which . . 

she and her husband will make with the other R, E, A, folks and touchea 
the fact that Los Angel'es is also a port of call during the journey • 

I had never asked about the trip and the inclusion of 

Los Angelese was accordingly a- new point . In times gone bye, ij memory 
a convention at Atlantic City presupposed a 

jaunt to Montreal and so the city of the Angeles m the bwak of 
the city of gaming must be right along in 
the same pattern, which just goes 

to show, as has been demonstrated so often in the past, 
that road running is the most wished for treatment for 
people who supposedly ought to be staying put . 

by the front gate, the Chinese honeysuckle 
is beginning to flow • I think its aromatic perfume is 
pleasant and I hold the thought it mey persist during the journey as 
between here and Lyme so you may detect a d a b of 
its perfume . 


Tuesday, January 8th, 19 63< 


Memorandum• 

Tie perfect weather continues, all clear by 
day and equally so by night, if one can call 







icked 


At coffee this morning, I learned of the busy 
sche ule filling the days between now and Friday, 
every second said to be taken and at noon unannounced 
the Shreveport lady drove in for a stay of several days • 

James dropped in for a few minutes, perhaps 60 or 90, 
and 1 made the most of the opportunity to get 

ii j • -» i / . r - _ — _ _ —J -4-1. m a ii i >1 1 n o ~h 






the article about Mona Lisa read, the one in last 

week's Life • I found it informative and 

was impressed thewriter of that article touched on 

Napoleon's fondness for the painting, a fact I had 

never heard before • I was interested to learn 

Fracois premier had, according to the Life article 

paid da Vinci the equivilant of three hundred 

thousand dollars for the painting • I have no 

doubt there may be something to substantiate this statement 

altliough it has always been my understanding that 

the painting cp pears in the da Vinci will with a specific 

bequest to the King, Nothing was said in the article, 

as read to me, about the, handsome gift o revenue 

and a chateau given the artist by the King and I am 

wondering if the Life article bundled some of these details 

together an t d entered them in the account book as 

a purchase price of the painting • 

I yearn to find out more about the different 
places the picture was housed down, the, a ges , I guess I 
had never thought about it before but now I find myself 
wondering if all Valois property on the death of the last 
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oue, Henry the 1 hird, passed to the first Bourbon, 

Henry the fourth when the latter was crowned at < hartres. 

I notice Iife didn't mention how the picture arrived at 
the Louvre under Louis XVl when the national gallery was 
established there along about the 1780's, Tonight's 
radio mentioned the official unveiling at the national 
Gallery in Washington tonight under the auspices 
of i/he President and First lady. What a pity the Times 
isn t a ble to record all the attendant particulars, 

I may have remarked before that I have always thought of 
Mona Lisa as having more appeal to painters because 
of its remarkable elements rather than as eliciting much 
enthusiasm on the part of the general public except for the fact 
the lady has had so much advertising down the years. Ex¬ 
perts are probably having plenty to s ay on this pointand 
perhaps an amateur's guess is as good as an experts in 
such matters, James remarked while running through the 
article that there were so many variations in the reports 
he has read about various and sundry details, as, for example, 
the fact that one article has said she is painted on 
hickory wood, another having it painted on 
maple, another on poplar. As for myself, 1 haven't 
the slightest idea as to the nature of the wood but, off hand, 
my guess is that poplar wood would be might soft and somehow 
I can't summon up maples in Renaissance Italy, Personally, 
the point seems academic and I don't care but I'm delighted 
the lady is iji the United States and I hold the thought this 
may be just the beginning of atb exchange on loan of 
many an masterpiece as between, country and country the world 
around. 




The pictures of Greece in the same issue of Life must 
have interested Hatalie tremendously. I hope o get 
to read the text on that article soon, I believe somebody remarked 
today that Dauid Snell's name appears as Associate Editor 
of Life in the same issue. 

Tonight's talk about the opening of Congress 
related that the average Congressman is a white male, 

5 2 years old, a Methodist and a lawyer. It seems 
odd that so often . of late, Congresses have been more conservative 
than theExec utive, Perhaps brother ‘ted will help 
liberalise things a bit on the Senatorial side at least, 
let us hope,,,,,,,, 


Wednesday, January 9th, 1963, 


Memorandum : 


Fair with the thermometer around 70 during the day. 

' e are promised ram tomorrow afternoon and a oold snap Friday. 

James dropped in for an hour this a fternoon. 

He found me up a palm tree and I w a s glad to descend 
after having been engaged up yonder for long enough. 

He reported a call fromRochcster last night where 
he ladies had arrived at the end of their journey which included 
not only train but bus to boot. I know nothing about 
Rochester but I should assume train service ought to 
get through to that place. Anyway, Kay said no more 
tram travel from that place. As I recall, Natalie 
went by plane a couple of years ago and I don't know 
how other people like the C . VernonCloutiers traveled. Tfie 
lady reported they were comfortable in their hotel. 

Tonight's radio spoke of Mrs. Joseph Kennedy as beinq 
present in the Senate gallery this fternoon or was it this morning 
when her son was sworn in a3 Senator. I don't know 
why i was so pleased to learn she was among those present last 
night at the dinner given by the French Ambassador for the 
President but I was. The senior Mrs. K. is such a 
nebular figure in my mind that f am always a little 
surprised and ! always pleased to hear her name mentioned. I 
feel sure she is the only woman who ever had a V. S. President, 
an attorney General and a Senator, all three sons in such 
positions at the same time. Somehow it reminds me 
of something I may have mentioned before. During the 
End World War, Carmen's mama. Miss C a rnill af ca me to see Miss 

a t 0rt £ V a/t f r ° armeU had heen duihed a Hostess General, another 
way of indiciting she was in charge of local young ladies who 
occasionally ^participated in dances given soldiers from 
neighboring *ort Polk. Said Miss Camilla to Miss 
Cammiet 

• * * * » > 9 

»e both h a ve something to be proud about, both of us 
having ^enerals in the family, —your son, Stephen, and 
my daugh er. Carmen." * 

"iumph," exclaimed Miss Cam* 
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"as for me, I didn't have anything to do with my son netting 
his stars •••••»all his doings,•••» ,none of mine ••••••" 

Carmen's collection of soldier-partners, was styled the 
"military maids" but the closest Carmen or her maids ever got 
to the military was when serving as partners for the £?• I.'s. 

I sometimes wonder why little things have a way 
of ruffling out feathers and I suppose it is personal 
animosities rather than deeds that tend to annoy» Last 
night at supper, I explained I was feeding the birds 
later in the mornings now, not until 7:24, when the peacocks 
might get their share of the breakfast along with the more 
early risers • it's my custom to see to it there is 
ample supply of water so that .after the geese have been fed, they 
may do ,a dab of bathing before going out for a garden stroll 
while the peacocks and guineas, after their breakfast in another 
quarter, may visit the dese ted pool within the goose 
enrlosure for their frolic • ihe fact that the geese get their 
tall glass of water before quitting their domain relieves them 
of any urge to go exploring for water in the river where once they 
mighty stray, they might go visiting down the river and 
require pe rsuasion to. return . And so, as might be expected 
after last night's remark, some of the birds, I know not 
whfch, were fed, without water, and thegeese, being turned out, 
the gj..te,. giving access to their domain, was closed so the 
birds already up, could not get their faces washed, and 
the guineas or rather the pheasants, as I learned later, weren't 
fed at all • Strajige how such trifles get 
into one 's hair • 

The cats just knocked on the screendoor, announcing 
they were ready for their late supper and I resnoiv’-d with 
a sauce" of milk . The thermometer is still in the 
7 0's and the full moon radiant . I am bound to 
take a turn in the garden as soon as the cats have finished 
their snack for they always like to go with me ••••*.• 







Ihursday , January 10th, 2963. 


Memorandum s 

I remember the name of a Broadway playl "Awfully 
Warm for May" although 1 assume that May was a gal and not 
a page on the calendar . Well, it's awfully warm for January 
as of now for the thermometer ranged around in the upper 
80's today, under a brilliant sun and spanking warm breezes 
from the ^ulf . The Weather Bureau says the winds will 
shift to the !forth tonight and the mercury will go skidding 
down about 50 or 60 degrees before morning, what 
with a cold snap currently bearing down from the Texas 
Panhandle 



The most arresting news of the day came from 
my daily visitor who dropped in this fternoon . He 
learned from a telephone conversation withRochester that while 
in Burcveport the other morning, she visited a lawyer and turned over 
her affairs to same, therelbye taking out of the hands of her 
lifetime legal adviser and putting them clop into the 
hands of this new one • As of Satu $ay lastt past, everything 
between the former legal adviser and h\s client of so long was of 
the happiest nature • Why the sudden honday switch can scarcely 
be imagined unless, perhaps, the 92 year old connection 
may have exerted some kind of a horrible whim . It 
will be interesting to see what happens next • 


One understands so little about the interests and enthus- 
isams of one's nearest nei Ubors, as for example, was I today 
when I heard much chatter about which race coursq around 
Los Angeles would be the most darling during one s stop in 
that city next Thursday or whenever the junket in the R • E»A, 
parade reaches the West Coast . «. 


Christmas greetings continue arriving as did 
a gift by today^s post from the boy friend . As it 
was posted from Raris, —a book, —I assume he 
continue & awaiting an appointment . While speaking 
of him, I must remark tha I have not heard from him by 
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letter since I advised him that Natalie 
Confidentially, I was vaguely surprised 
her return that she and her husband had 
house after failing to reach him on the 


would be in Paris, 
when I learned after 
gone to his 
'phone in August, 


Perhaps it was the husband's idea but which ever one 
acted on such a thought, it certainly was more 
daring tfian anything in my social hand¬ 
book would have permitted me to do under the 
circumstances, not until I had established contact 
by 'phone or by post, In any event, they found no one 
at home and I assume he may well have been in the provinces, 

'1'he day's post also brought a letter from Mrs, K raft of 
Columbus, I remember her and her husband and their 
breif pause here around noon a while back, Prom the 
letter you will note she must be an unusual person in 
her ability to remember names, cigarette brands and so on, I 
3hall put her on my list for a letter before 
I fold up my beard tonight, 

The hurly burly in and about the 
gardens continues, This morning the birds awaited me 
to pass coffee. Tonight they supped before I had 
prepared their evening meal. It is 
said J, H . and Celeste will begin their 
westward trek around noon on the morrow and 
Sister thinks of returning to her home on the morrow, too. 


( 


he limes-Picayune one day this week carried a noticd 
about Warren Ogden which mentioned in passing that 
he had returned from the Orient or some such quarter, 

It seems odd nobody had mentioned it and that 
he himself hadn t r eferred to it in his 
letters. 


he moon, although past full, is still lovely, 
and 1 think the cats an ,: I will go for a little turn 
in the u "hana garden wi.th a td.ll glass of ice, enjoying 
the warm breeses in *our shirtleeves and wondering the 
while how it is possible that within only a few hours the 
ice may have spread from the glass to all the 
parterres . 




Memorandum: 

It rained during the early hours of the morning but 
only ,-bout sixth tenths of an inch and contrary to 
prediction, the thermometer didn't start f lling although 
the delayed cold front had reachedShreveport this e veiling and 
it will probably be down in the 8O's before morning, I am 
so glad the rain finished and the skies cleared before the 
cold arrived for a few tons of ice on the g reat oak might 
be too much for the grand .old tree. 

Sister announced at breakfast she v as 'leaving right then 
and there for home but in reality she remained for dinner, 

J, H, andCele3te left for the R, &,A, train at 
noon, too, and so 1 am comparatively by myself 
tonight, 

I had a call about 7 this evening, advising that 
the Press Association awards had been made in New Orleans 
for 1968, Ifie enterprise .rece ived 
second place for general .excellence and as 
that is considered one of the more important of the many 
awards, 1 rejoice that our / nvorite local paper 
received it. She atch itoches Times received the award 
for the best human interest 3tory and the Cane^iver 
Memo received first place for the bet column, 

I was curious to find out which columns had been submitted 
for the rules governing such awards, that is the column, 
are formulated in such a way that the newspaper cannot 
supply what the publisher thinks is the best but rather 
three different columns are required and each of these 
must be taken from three publicti~n3 falling within 
different time brackets within a twelth month,, as, for 
example, sometime in one month, --never the same, as in February, 
perhaps one in June, a third .in October, falling 
within certain limited dates within the designated montf is, 

I asked which columns had been submitted and the ones listed at t 
top of thi3 page were enumerated, 1 don't 
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Sunday , January 13th, 1963, 


remember murh 
Cane‘" iuer Lama 
the operation 
abo't the bant 
I assume Subst 
the gt-ese a'lth 
I don t recall 
ash sometime a 
I know is that 
borders of the 
States I haven 
I can find out 


about rj\ y of them although x think the 
was about Doreatha performing 
on the baby peacock, ~t seems to me I have done s< 
ies and I don't recal which Mrs, Bantie Wa3 about < 
• itute for °'wan was probably about 

ough 1 ~7n always giving them such goings-over that 
the nature of that ^article either, I must 
bout the identity of the jury making the awards. A'. 

■ the jury is composed of people living beyond the 
Pelican State, but which State or 

i't the slightest idea but probably 

■ and, if so, I shall let you know. 


I think 1 shall see to it that the silver loving cup 
be presented to some civic or educational organisation as 
a “atchitac hes-Cane^iver trophy. Perhaps the 
Department of English at the Northwestern institution might 
be a good place, After all, that is-a domain in which Natalie 
oprates and possibly its presence in one hall or another would 
serve to remind the students that such awards 
can be received locally and thereby serve to suggest to the 
scholars that they, too, might try their 

hand at such things, especially a3 the sighted could probably 
get a heap further than those who merely stumble. For 
various .easons, the wholestory can't.be told but if it were 
possible for the cup to suggest that efforts made without though ' 
monetary compensation, a more valueab'lc dividend 
often results and if that concept of effort could 
be projected to the scholars, the gift would be 
worth while, 

I must knock off a column before folding up my beard, 

I should like to do something by way of a suggestion regarding 
the loaning or lending of historic or artistic art treasures 
rom country to county. First off should be a 
gesture by the uinted States as a thank you 
to France for sending over the Mona L.isa and the 
Whistler s mama,, I think some 

Franklin or Jefferson souvenirs or perhaps the key to the 
Bastille at Mount Vernon, given by Lafayette to 
Washington, jnight be in order, I find this medium, 
inaurguraied by the Kennedys to put emphasis on such matters 


public delectation is just grand,,, . 


Memorandum j 

Clear and cold, The freeze arrived late Friday night although 
the good earth was sufficiently warm so that Low Paul and Louella 
had adequate water, untouched by Jack Frost's finger en a bling 
them to wash their faces with abandon in spite of the 80 degree temperat 
Hie thermometer was in the teens this morning and remained in 
the 80 's all day, We are promised an easying of the grip by 

tomorrow when it is said the 30's will be realized again, 

» 

9 

Saturday' s post brought a sweet letter from Lyme, 

I welcomed it as evidence that perhaps the recent holiday affliction 
on the human side had lessened and, on reading the letter, I 
rejoiced that such good sencee had been exercised in avoiding the 
hurly-burly o travel for such a short session on the-last 
day of the old year, 

e 

I was flattened out, however, by the account of the mis¬ 
adventure in the plumbing section and all the imponderables that arose 
while the wa er was rampant and by the thoughts of the labors 
implicit at some later date wheninterior decorations h, : ve to be exper¬ 
ienced • To have survived New Year's &ve only to become a victim 
of New Year's Day deluges does seem like a mean trick 
of Fate, 'hat personal corresoondence should eventuate so 
soon after such a doings strikes me as remarkable, 

I appreciate the good news concerning the health of our 
favorite patient. Let us hope the magic of medecine - 
plus a lessening of tensions and many another blessing may 
point to steady improvement and, it goes without saying, I shall 
be happy to h ve further reports on the same subject from time 
to time, 

I rjjather from today's weather reports that the East Coast 
from New England to Georgia is scheduled to get wintry weather 
beginning this weekend, ‘That section of the continent seems to be 
the only cne escaping the aiold 3nap thus f ar and now the snap 
m^y be expected there, it is said. The State weather picture 
has one remarkable fnct to report in that b.oth the northern 
c nd southern halves of the Pelican State received sleet and 
snow while the middle section somehow escaped, praise the Lord, 

It was cloudy enough Saturday for anything to happen but 
only a spanking breeze kept blowing out of the ice cakes and 
deposited nothing in this area. 
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Monday, January 14th, 2°63. 


Yesterday the radio, picking a city at random, out of the 
weather reports, stated that Las Vegas, of all places, was 12 
below a nd again today another network spoke of the same community 
and reported the thermometer had sagged to 22 below, reminding me that 
the R.‘ E.A. train is expected to arrive there on the morrow. 

Shades of last year's Atlantic City'. 

> • 

Ihe water systems of the big house and the house across the 
fence were cut off hut the Yucca one was not and thus far as continued 
"functioning to perfection. 

The rtist called me Saturday afte noon-to say she hadn't see n 
Mr, pipes on Friday or Saturday and we reckoned he was probably 
staying home and keeping warm. He called me this morning 
and sounded as though he had a cold hut said he was feeling 
alright although he said he felt he had better withdraw his 
invitation to dine with him in town, I hope I didn't reveal how 
enchanted I was at the prospect of not having to venture 
abraod. At the same time, I rejoiced that Doreatha had 
roasted me a chicken on Saturday afternoon as 
agamst Sabbath dinner. I shall fare very nicely, perhaps 
too well in the avoirdupois department since I feel in 
impulse toward attacking a fine salade awaiting me in the ice box, 


<1 hile dinin ' 
interested to lea 
establish a local 
with the merchant 
and firmly on the 
possibility of re 
parking her furni 
market, I had fe 
coming both on hi 
on behalf of all 
certainly plea3an 


alone with the cle 
rn that the matter : 
r esidence had been 
planter who had re. 
two counts raised, 
nting a portion of 
ture there, should 
It a negative respo 
s own account as ge 
other members of th 
t to hear those imp 


rk on Saturday, 2" was 
of the lady wanting to 
take up by her 
sponded negatively 
first, the 

the house and, secondly, on 
her city dwelling go on the 
use would be forth - 
neral director and 
e corporation but it was 
sessions confirmed. 


■ L he radio is announcing the opening of the Hodges Gardens Inn 
opening, "opposite the entrace to the gardens, I can 3 till remember 
the odd look Mr. Hodges gave me that day we were driving out of the 
gardens and I inquired who owned the roperty just opposite 
-aid he said he didn't know „ Apparant'ly he found out. The radio 
mentions 50 rooms, a hall to accommodate several hundred diners, and 
cuisine and so on....... 


Memorandum • 

Clear and cold. The temperature of any object s«ems 
to depend on where it is situated, as in the case 
of the big old sugar pots what with the one 
in front of the house, to the South, showing signs of 
an impulse “ tome It the ice in it while the one 
on the back of the house, on the gallery, facing Jhrth, 
is just as solid in ice as yesterday . he promise 
is for continued fair and cold weather. 

• 

By dint of some doings, they got water to 
circulating at the big house but things remain frozen 
across the fence where the wash bowl in Madam Regard s 
bathroom jumped slap down onto the floor when the 
pipe on which it rests burst. There should be sufficient 
time for repairs to be completed before the 
travelers return next week. 

James 'phoned from town today. He 
sounded as though he had a cold. He threatened 
to honor me with a visit o?i the morrow but 1 
h oe he has sense enough to remain at home if he really 
does have a cold. He said he had no> heard from 
p.oche.ster since last we talked. 

Mrs. Walker reported on Sunday that 
the contractor has a considerable crew working on 
the house, —the second up the street from 
her residence. Th i s is Kay 1 s house. It is 
my underst inding thafames has not visited the 
placesince the contract was let for its refurbishing 
and has, indeed, never been inside the house 
itself.I gather it is Kay's way of doing things, . 

acting on impulse and seldom if ever mentioning a project 
until it is already in motion. I suppose that 
is one of the temptations one experiences when one is 
endowed with the power implicit in hig money • 1 

think: it .i$ not conducive to domestic felicity when some 
gesture of sharing, as in such instances, 
would probably be better all around. 
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Carmen called me around 8 this morning, dhe 
asked me to 3ay nothing ~bout the fact that she 
and Charles Cunningham had cooked up a plan wherebye his 
brother, Peyton, would be divested of his office as chairman 
of the 1964 civic plans to celebrate 

the 250th anniversary of the founding of Natchitoches, 

She said the Mayor and other politicians had been contacted 
and the cha ijrmanship w ould be transferred at a 
meeting of\ the powers in pu lie session 
tonight, I told her L would not divulge their 
scheme, Charles, when designated chairman, would 
appoint as his assistants Carmen, of course, Nita — !/ rs. 

George Sutton, Carmen's rubber stamp, and Thelma Kyscr, Thus 
Charles and Carmen would run the whole business which is mother 
wa of saying Carmen will manage the whole shooting trap, 

Just before 10 o'clock tonigtt, Mrs, Walker called 

to say she had j- st returned home from a meeting of the 

M z yor and Council where Charles had been appointed 

to the job mentioned above, I was a!2 ears and, 

naturally did not mention I had heard all about 

it this morning as to plans prepared for tonight's execution, 

x he old adage bout a fair exchange being no robbery was de 
demonstrated today, when Natchitoches returned to the plantation 
one of the local citizens, ^ames, known as Men, Brown from 
the jail where he had been housed for the past month 
while, way of returning the courtesy, we delivered 
Charlie Turner from here to rest in the. town jail 
for a month,, Charlie had been arrested for drunken driving 
and had the choice of paying a fine or spending 30 days 
in jail, What with ploughing time still in 
the offing, the weather cold and money scarce, Charlie 
selected the jail sentence and so everything 
turned out to everybody’s satisfaction, 

* 

And now I must knock off a column a % out winter 
along the river and then search for a re-broidcast 
of the President's address to Congress,,,,,,,, 



Tues ay, January 15th, 19 63, 


Memorandum • 

* 

Cle-r and cold, 

I talked with Natalie one day this weekend but 
can’t remember if I mentioned it or not, I wanted to 
be sure she didn’t miss the Life pictures on Greece 
and she had not, 

I intended mentioning the reference of little Miss Lee 
to Life in her last note. As usual, she floors me 
by her remarkable memory, I haven’t heard anything qbout 
the subscription as yet but shall keep a mental note 
on the matter when it comes to hand, 

I learned from Anne Chopin that Cousin Arthur 
has been a sked to handle a law suite on her behalf for 
$91, 000.00 against some insurance companies, relative to 
the death of her son las'- summer in an auto accident, 

Cousin Arthur will begin proceedings on Thursday, I 

understand he had gone to New Orleans last weekend and was 

planning to fly to Las egas from there hut as the ourt thing 

gets going on Thursday, he must h z ve given up the notion 

of the R, E, A, reunion in Nevada, I was interested 

to learn from Natalie that Cousin Arthur is not following 

doctor’s instructions any more than other members of 

his family. It seems his paralysis is gradually spreading because, 

as I understand it, the excessive strain he puts on his body by 

moving about so much, especially on crutches, —his legs having 

been out of commission since he was a child. It is 

said his physician has pointed out that he is bound to 

use a wheel chair only when getting a bout but, like 

other people, he pays no attention to such admonitions, 

Last night in a column about winter slowing things down along the river, 

I remarked upon the fact that otherwise smart and frugal 

business' men are want to think nothing a bout throwing away 

money for the advise of physicians without h a ving 

the slightest intention of ever heeding the wisdom 

for which the are pa ing their money. As both Cousin 

Arthur and J, H, read the column, thiy may both feel like 


/ 
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Wednesday, January 16th, 19 63 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cold, sort of SI this morning. 

The nicest part of the day was when I could 
commune th little Mis3 Lee through the medium of 
the post. Eerily January got off to 
a thumping start in Lyme. I can only 
marvel that in the face of so many taxing events, 
time could be found for any correspondence and on top o u 
that such a grand epistle • 

I particularly appreciate the inclusion of the 
little side lights contributing to the latest 
hurly-burly for I had not realised 

the problems being generated by wilfull disregard of oth< 
consequences , I hold the thought things may be 
righting themselves by now and that this latest 
experience may have a corrective influence although 
established patterns are ofteninclined to "stay put". 

1 heard some mention made of Oliver on 
an NBC program recently. Quite a bit was 
said n bout the people-concerned but as none of the names 
we e familiar to me, the broadcast didn t mean 
much to me. ' Thanks to little Miss Lee's unfailing 
ability to touch just the right chord, I learned 
for the first time that the play really 
has the Dickens opus of Oliver Twist for its 
framework even as was My Fair L a dy b a sed on the 
Shaw opus which, if one knew that, made the whole 
creation comprehensible to start with. 


taking a swat at the Cane River u emo scribe. 

ames came down today. I gathered he may have been 
inclined to stay closer to home of late because of a cold 
for he appears to be just getting over one but seemed 
pert enough. As is always the case when we get together, 
we speculated on all sorts of subjects, not the 
least being how strange it is that so much of the Bible 
from Abraham through JesUs has so much blood involved 
and probably how difficult it must be for some 
missionaries to inculcate Christian relgion into 
the heart and minds of their would-be converts in trying to ex- 
plaind 1 such aspects ~bou human sacrifice by the God, described 
as Love. I guess at 1 the truly devout theologians I know 
believe that the Cross is the cardinal pivot around which 
Chr istianit must revolve and yet the more one things about 
the fact, the odder it all seems. 1 have never 
thought of it before but now I find myself wondering if the 
Prometheus storyhas elements in it that parallel the story of 
Christ even as Hercules and Samson may have been brothers 
in Greek and Hebrew folk tales. How pleasant it would be 
to spend an evening with the Jashinton-Athens-Seal Harbor 
lady who could probably speculate mighty interestingly on 
such matters. 

The sweet Noel angel continues blessing my days and the 
18th Century Pavilions is providing daily pleasures as 
I find more excuse to remain indoors more than usual during 
these chilly days. I must say that book is 
one of the rare ones, providing just exactly the fare I 
love, providing as it does, so much by way of information and 
at the same time inspiring me to yearn for more and more 
particulars ^bout related matters.. Although not at 
all like the books of Charles Maugras and Imbert de St.-Amand, 
this Macmillan publication recalls these other authors and makes 
me impatient to a bsorb t'nem and what they are talking about all 
over dgnig.t’s radio suggests the at long last theCongo is going 
to be unified which is what I have hoped would happen, 

I have been pu 2 sled that Dr.Schweitzer should have been in 
favor of keeping the only rich province independent from 
the rest of the country. I should like to know more about 
his ide -s on the subject. L here seem to be so many things 
one would like to delve in around the world........ 
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lhur3day, January 17 th, 19 63 


Me no rand urn 


nane, thanks to the ickens presentation o unpleasantness 
of character became synominus in English and American conyi 
of a ll that was b c d. In the 1980's a fiisunfl 
lady named Ina Fa§in, w a s elevated to s ■ardosm 
on Eroadway but her last name was so revolting to 
popular imagination that for the theatre, it was changed 
and the popularity of Ina Claire was considerable for a »U 

» 

I am also indebted for an about of theboyer piece and 
espec ally for the account of the doings around and 
n bout the theatre, induced ly time presence 
e* the distinguised member of the audience from Washington 

t 

It's good having news of summer s pilgrimage 
companion and to learn of the gifts from 
other quarters covering the lake region we both find 
so sympathetic . I hold the thought the package 
that has been so long on the way may V- recieved fo thwith 
not spend months shuttling back and forth from 


Cloudy and milder. It began sprinkling 
around 8 this afternoon and we are pr mised more 
of the same through tomorrow. The 
thermometer isn't going to vary much from 
its stand in the 50's until the weekend 
when it is supposed to get cold again. I hope 
the drissle ceases before the weekend freeze. 

And thus having provide some notion as to 
the physical climate in which I operate, I 
had to pause to answer the 'phone, —the 
two Ufalkers on the ’phone. Hiere seems to be 
some kind of a scuffle going on as between The 
Enterprise and the Louisiana Press Association about 
the trophy. Hie Press Association received the cup 
that has been making the rounds all these years from 
this year '3 or rather this past year's custodian and 
today a new cup was received, bearing the engraving 
of the winner of this cup for the past two years. A 
note accompanied the cup, stating that since the 
same name appears on this new cup only twice, it 
will not remain permanently in the hands of the 
present holder and accordingly must go into circulation 
around the Statexm starting its hejira at the 
expiration of the present year since the person to hold 
it by good rights must have his name on the cup thrice. 

I laughged at this childish bit of attempted chicanery sin. 
the rules of the organisation state that the 
cup will remain permanently in the hands of the 
person winning the award more than twice. And so 
the battle for the cup, already fairly wen gets under 
way. Mr. Walker is adamant abouttearing to shreds this 
infantile d a b of subterfuge. As for myself, 

I am quite indifferent about the disposition of the 
symbol of the award since, after 'll, the 
title to it is not contestedon my part since 
nobody questions the fact that in accordance with the rulei 
the Cane River Memo has indeed been won thrice in a row. 


If 1 can set hand to same, I- shall enclose 
a card from Ogden, Utah from the 
R.E. A1 junket and a somewhat curious 

letter from I. S. W. which presented s mething -of a 1 
for a secretary to decipher although we 
finally got it untangled. I am a little vague a bcut 
the point of the letter unless it was to advise the 
date of the" lady's return to town and a desire ^to co> 
■ bout being neglected by her girl friend. I. 3. W. 
docsn trealise nobody ever knows where to write her, 
demonstrates in her report that in Hew'rleans she wi 
be either at so and so or at so and so. I have been 
that merry-go-roud before when she has said the sam 
thing a ' out Washington or Hew York hotels, ending up 
registering in none mentioned but going on to some 0 
that letters always bounce b a ck. 

• 

James dropped in this fterneon and read me the 
Time account of the unveiling of Mona Lisa in. Washin 
w th accompanying pictures. I thought the article e 
The dinner party preceding the unveiling included 
poached pears in chocolate sauce as a dessert, —a 
mixture I cannot quite imagine but x suppose 
it could be something tastey but as of now it only c 


'The Walkers prqmised to send me the words of the 
Judges in this year s award business. 

I shall send it along when it comes to hand. It 
said something about th readability of the column and 
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Friday, January 18th, 19 63 


Memo randum 


Mrs.Walker confided that Cousin Eugene Watson had just 
called her to confide that Carmen is to be 
named Woman of the Hear at a Chamber of Commerce dinner 
two weeks hence • I asked why he should have 
called her so far in advance about such a matter. 

She said she supposed it was because it would give her 

an opportunity to cull her files in advance on biographical 

material. This sounded a little thin, especially 

as I believe it is the job of CousinEugene this year to 

introduce at the same banquet the new Man of the Year 

and. I suppose that is what Cousin Eugene was digging around for 

James dropped in again this afternoon. He talked 
With Rochester last night where the lady reports 
that apparently everything is alright and 
that if things conclude as now seems probable, she 
will he flying home within a few days. 

I shall drop The nterprise for this week in the 
mail with this letter' but shall enclose the front page 
of another copy herewith so you may get a 
glimpse of Low Paul and Louella and perhaps you 
may even catch a glimpse of Emmet andErwin. I 
may have mentioned that John was hiding in the hushes when 
I went to get some cracked corn for the geese and ducks 
the Kysers, James and I dashed off to town on 
Christmas day a ye ir ago and I did not know a camera 
was snapping the supper hour for the feathered ones • 

I wrote the Chamber of Commerce of Mankato, naming 
the State as Wisconsin, and the letter came back, I 

tried Minnesota and the^hamber of Commerce replied. 

I had aksed for the name or names of dealers in eggs for 
hatching purposes as I could not recall the name of the concern 
supplying me in the past. The Chamber responded, telling me 
to write to Mankato, Minnesota, the same town as the Chamber, 
addressing my letter to the Poultry Association and they would 
give me the name of the dealers in town. Why the Chamer 
didn't hand my letter to the local orgaisation, I’ll never know 


Among other callers on the *phone toda 
who enter* to snend congratulations on the 
ohe seemed phased the picture in the piper 
accredited to her husband. She laughed 
, e n 1 told her ^is morning on the''radio I 
had heard some mention of the senior Senate ; 
Louisiana whose name was pronounced 
Allender Ellender . :L hclma and the senior 
senator s sisters have been friends since cl 
seems to have lets of particulars about thei 
which I never heard. It seems the senior S ( 
child, a physician , named Allen, junior. SI 
reference to all the trouble this son causec 
his military career. Then, it seems, the se 
m a panic when the son decided he would mai 
girl, said to have had natural red hair alth 
ma'. y Porto Ricans, possihlyof uncertain raci 
antecedents. Be that as it may, the 
marriage was consum a ted and no o the senior S 
exactly one dozen grandchildren who are said 
d 1 shades which depressed the senior Senate 
this fact as a background, the African f a nda 
seems even more odd. Ihelma says he is eld a 

¥' d u + nha PPy» especially about his f 
the assortment of grandchildren the last two 







-- twjwxy -.-f&qt. 
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Sunday, January 20th , 19 63 


A table, perhaps 10 inches wide and three feet 
long came to ha,id unexpectedly today when James presented 
me with an item he had found in a store. He thought 

it would fit ^between the bed and'the wall and hold the radio 
and ash tray and. glass as indeed it does. It 
means a dab of goingaround the bed to consult whatever is 
on it during the day but will be handy enough at night, 1 am 
sure and I thought it sweet of him to think of me. 

He said today's post brought him a letter, written 
Kay some time back and addressed to Rochester where she 
had changed her hotel, the Kahler, to a Motel. The 
Kohler had pu on the name of the motel to which she had moved , 
and written under the name of the motel, Reno, Nevada. 

And so the letter had gone to Reno and thence back to Natchitoches 

Kay had called last night and said the reports were 
all good. There were evidence of gall stones but they wouldn't 
have'to be worried about for a few years but she decided she would 
h a ve that taken care of now. She seems happy and her sister 
is with her and Farley flew over. from North Hollywood for 
a few days and then went on to spend a few days at the Bluff 
and so everybody seems to be in their respective places 
for the moment, at least. The thermometer 
is reported at 30 below in Minnesota and I don't suppose 
that seems much colder than it does here when we are 30 above, 
what with the dry air, I assume, along the 
Canadian border. 


Memorandum : 

■ l he weather's the thing. I didn't learn how 
chilly it got in Lyme but -i did heotr that ariplanes weren't 
getting anywhere because of fog and what not. 

It was in the mid 50 's here at noon on Saturday 
and the humidity, althou-h without rain, was 1 00 percent. 
Between 4 and 5 the mass of cold air, descri h e_d as an ocean 
of the stuff, began pouring over this area. For three hours in 
a row, the thermometer dropped ten points an hour and 
Shreveport sagged to 14 vihere it remained all night and 
well ,into this morning. In the mean time, Alexandria 
went down to 33 and remained there all night , the ocean 
apparantly dividing and going east and west of a narrow strip. 
At 5 o'clock thi3 morning I gave the twins their breakfast and 
was impressed h y the metallic sound of the drizzle. By six 
o'clock everything was covered hy snow or sleet or whatever 
to the amount of a couple> of inches. As the thermometer 
remained in the 20's locally, so did the white stuff. I 
must say the hana layout looked pretty enough, being all 
white except the pie shaped parterres whose reev lerders retai 
their d.ii yrens for the whole landscape in that quarter. 

Usually when I appear each morning in that quarter, 
the white rabbit, the white guinea and the white rabbit come 
scampering. Probably they did this morning but the 
snow gave them a protective coloring or rather a white backdrop 
that conceal ed them completely until they were 
right at my feet. There was one big old 

colored peacock I never did see. Perhaps he had the good 

sense to remain in bed atop the live oak. L he two 

black cats on the snow, however, were easily enough located. 

i «■ 

I talked with = James this noon and we both agreed it was an 
excellent day to remain indoors. The forecast is 
for a low of 15 tonigh and another high of 25 for the' morrow • 

On yesterday's visit, ames had something to report 
fromRachester. On second thought the experts 


both hands, put the cigarette out. She agreed that 

that was true bu regretted other people we know don't do 

the same thing. I recalled how annoyed t'eleste was last 

summer just after the painters had finished with her house when 

Sister dropped in, used Madam R-gard's bathroom and 

left a lighted cigarette on the window sill that put a 

two inch black burn on the new surface. ‘The painters 

finished wit.h the big house in December and Sister has been 

here a couple of times since. There is a cigarette burn 

a couple of inches long on the projecting shelf of the 

cabinet in the pantry, another *n the 

wooden casement next to the kitchen sink and 

a series. •S them on the steps of the wooden escalier in 

the ease bathroom upstairs leading to the. attic, — 

a pretty ggod record for two or three visits. I wonfer 

there hasn t been a fire and further, I won -er whar. 's next. 

And with this smokey observation I fold . 


I 
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Sunday, January SOth , 19 63 


A table, perhaps 10 inches wide and three feet 
long came to hand unexpectedly today when James presented 
me with an item he had found in a store. He thought 

. 

it would f it ^between the bed and'the wall and hold the radio 
and ash tray and glass as indeed it does. It 
means a dab of goingaround the hed to consult whatever is 
on it during the day but will be handy enough at night, 1 am 
sure and I thought it sweet of him to think of me. 

He said today’s post brought him a letter, written 
Kay some time back and addressed to Rochester where she 
had changed her hotel, the Kahler, to a Motel. The 
Kahler had pu on the name of the motel to which she had moved , 
and written under the name of the motel, Reno, Nevada. 

And so the letter had gone to Reno and thence b a ck to,Natchitoches 

Kay had called last night and said the reports were 
all good. There were evidence of gall stones but they wouldn't 
have to be worried about for a few years but she decided she would 
h a ve that taken care of now. She seems happy and her sister 
is with her and Farley flew over. from North Hollywood for 
a few days and then went on to spend a few days at the Bluff 
and so everybody seems to be in their respective places 
for the moment, at least. The thermometer 
is reported at 30 below in Minnesota and I don't suppose 
that seems much colder than it does here when we are 30 above, 
what with the dry air, I assume, along the 
Canadian border. 


Memorandum : 

■ L he weather's the thing. I didn't learn how 
chilly it got in Lyme but 1 did hear that ariplanes weren't 
getting anywhere because of fog and what not. 

It was in the mid 50 's here at noon on Saturday 
and the humidity, although without rain, was 1 00 percent. 

Between 4 and 5 the mass of cold air, descri h ed as an ocean 
of the stuff, began pouring over this area. For three hours in 
a row, the thermometer dropped ten points an hour and 
Shreveport sagged to 14 v)here it remained all night and 
well „into this morning. In the mean time, Alexandria 
went down to 33 and remained there all night, the ocean 
apparently dividing and going east and west of a narrow strip. 

At 5 o'clock this morning I gave the twins their breakfast and 
was impressed by the metallic sound of the drisp.le. By six 
o'clock everything was covered by snow or sleet or whatever 
to the amount of a couple •> of inches. As the thermometer 
remained in the 20's locally, so did the white stuff. I 
must say the hana layout looked pretty enough, being all 
white except the pie shaped parterres whose 'green borders retained 
their d7. nr" ms for the whole landscape in that quarter. 

Usually when I appear each morning in that quarter, 
the white rabbit, the white gutibca and the white rabbit come 
scampering. Probably they did this morning but the 
snow gave'' them a protective coloring or rather a white backdrop 
that conceal ed them completely until they were 
right at my feet. There wis one big old 

colored peacock I never did see. Perhaps he had the good 

sense to remain in bed. atop the live oak. :L he two 

black cats on the snow, however, were easily enough located. 

w <• 1 

I talked with.James this noon and we both agreed it was an 
excellent day to remain indoors. The forecast is 
for a low of 15 tonigh and another high of 25 for the morrow • 

On yesterday's visit, ames liad something to report 
fromAochester. On second thought the experts 


I remarked to the cook today that over a long period 
I have noticed she and I handle a cigarette in the same 
way which is to say that neither she nor I, once we have 
lighted a cigarette, ever put it down but rather, 
if we are called upon to do something requiring use of 
both hand3, put the cigarette out. She agreed that 
that was true bu regretted other people we know don't do 
the same thing. I recalled how annoyed Celeste was last 
summer just after the painters had finished with her house when 
Sister dropped in, used Madam Regard's bathroom and 
left a lighted cigarette on the window sill that put a 
two inch black burn on the new surface. Ihe painters 
finished with the big house in December and Sister has been 
here a couple of times since. There is a cigarette burn 
a couple of inches long an the projecting shelf of the 
cabinet in the pantry, another on the 
wooden casement next to the kitchen sink and 
a series of them on the steps of the wooden escalier in 
the east bathroom upstairs leading to the attic, ~ 
a pretty gqod record for two or three visits. I wonder 
there hasn t been a fire and further, I wonder what's next. 

And with this smokey observation I fold .. 















Francois Mignon Papers/ #M-3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

f North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Monday, January 21st, 19 63 


Memorandum. 


fair and continued cold, — sort oj 25 this 
morning, 3 8 in the afternoon with another sag into the 20's 
tonight, The places touched by today's sun melted but 
the snow remains intact over most of the garden and ice provides a 
Pavement except at high noon, 'fie are promised 
warmer weather for Tuesday to b e followed by another cold 
snap which sounds just n bout like the pattern Europe 
is currently undergoing. 

Thelma called me this morning to ask if I wouldn't 
come up to the old Lemee House at 10 to assist in 
receiving the politicians, press, TV and radio 
people scheduled to j rrive at that hour but I 
declined, Short wave advised Natchitoches 
of the progress of the caravan such as when it left 
Alexandria at 8 o'clock, when it arrived in Winnfield 
and when it left there for here and so on, I 
was glad that the snow and ice precluded any thought 
of a Cane 1 'iver tour for while it would have been 
pleasant to chat with Margaret Lixon and some Picayune people, 
thes ituati on under foot made it impossible to 
consider a go-round, 

Both Mrs, W a lker and Carmen called me during the afternoon 
to give their impressions of the visitation. There were 
lots of Mayors from around the State, — B a tonRouge end so on. 

There may be some vogue benefit from a publicity 
angle for all this rumpus but at best such 
advantages must be rather narrow and I 

shudder to think of the Siberia effect lovely Louisiana 
must produce on the travelers. The dinner at noon w a s 
given at the Town House, after which la Dixon went with 
Mrs.Walker to r iheEnterprise where la Dixon could 'nhone un¬ 


breezed in abound 3 p.m, t$ say he had been making ix 
round to see about the cattle -- imagine —and all and that 
he had heard Archillius Brown wasn t doing well and wondered 
if I had a bottle of wine to send him, I did. I did 
not tell him, however, that Archillius is a pillar in 
the B a pti 3 d: Church and abors the thought of 

liquor in any form. I guess 1 know ,11 of Archillius' many kin folks 
around and ibout and I am quite sure aZ 1 of them will know 
how to manage a bottle, 

A- 'phone call from Los Angeles Friday night indicated the H. E. 
special would be leaving that place on Saturday a fternoon with the 
intention of touching home base on Monday a fternoon. ■‘■he 

point of the call was that the merchent planter would 
be glad to take a plane to arrive here Saturday but as there 
seemed to be no reason for his presence, it was concluded that he 
would remain with the other travelers until the trip 
had been rounded out by train. r f 1 had to travel 10 days 
with 18 people I have known for decades, I, too, would study up 
3 ome reason for clipping off the thing short, Why ayone would 
of free choice put ±tr himself though such a jaunt with 
18 people, B quite beyond my comprehension, 

% 

A couple of weeks back, the robins and blackbirds 
returned to their former roosting place in the 
b a mboo hedte which the majority of them had 
skipped last year. I am clad I thinned out 
all the taller bamboo in December to re-build the 
gourd trellises, the present hedge 'hat remins being not more 
than 8 or 10 feet in heighot as opposed to the deep 
summer one that attains a height double that measurement. 

The robins tend to linger in their roost later than 

the blackbirds who are always off to the woods at break of day. 

I rounded up a 'lot of bread for the robins along r\b°ut mi d 
morning. 2 hey made a pretty sight on the white blanket of snow, 
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Tuesday, January SSnd, 1 63 


Memorandum 


Cloudy and mild • Most of the snow will be 
gone except in the hedges and places the sun doesn't 
touch . I an glad most of this will be out of the 
way >y the time a more severe cold reaches us in 
the morning • 

At 9 o',deck coffee I listened to 
a travelogue which presented a dull picture of Las Vegas 
where business at the gaming table is said to 
be on the s ar3e side, Los Angeles t 
had much more to offer, especially at the races 
where one is sjid to keible to see ladies in 
smart costumes, 


When 1 retruned from supper at the big house, 

I found James awaiting me on the gallery. He 
remained until after 7, He had remained at 
home all day expecting a call from Kay's lister 
inRechester, giving him a report on Kay's 

operation scheduled for-this morning. P/'hen no news had come 

through by 4:30 this afternoon, he called Rochester but 

as he couldn't reach Kay's sister, he talked with 

someone else and was told the operation had 

been carried out in the morning, the patient 

placed in the recovery room and this afternoon she 

had been returned- to her room. 


The case seems to be remarkable in that 
the best k one specialists in Hew rleans, BatonRouge , 
hardest on, Shreveport and Alexandria nd even Hatchitoches, 
had going into the case eve and over again during 
the past few years and I’-ray pictures by the yard 
had been studied by the experts, al 1 of whom found 
them revealing that the hip was in 
perfect order. If this is what, the specialists 








see how that is h ndled 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, flM-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12216 


12217 


The ocean of Arctic air, as predicted, rolled 
in on schedule, passing over S-.reveport 
at 3 this morning and re ching here at 6. 

The thermometer which had remained rather high ■■’.'.ring te 

night, —in the 60’s, started tumbling 

at a great rate until it wa3 dawn in the 20 3, 

Tonight it will sag down to 5 or 10 and will 


* c 

so many fronts came up with, one wonders about 
X-ray pictures and if Rochester is the only place in the world 
where one can get a correct appraisal. Having 
ample supplies of time and money, the presentpaticnt 
may have been bound to reach what one supposes to e 
a final and correct handling of the matter in question. 

I cannot help thinking about other patients, less advantageously 
equipped, whose careers for life might have been 
ruined. The artist's daugther, °ackie, 
who had a steel rod in the bone of her 

leg between the knee and ankle, was in the hospital for 
a year or more, 1 guess, before being sent home• 

3lie suffered the tortures of the damned for months 
and when she returned eventually to t he hospital for 
a check on her condition, it was discovered that the steel rod 
had slipped somewhere along the way and that over a prolonged 
period of it the sharp point had been resting on andgouging the 
bone in her ankle. The steel rod was subsequently removed 
and now, at long last, Jackie is said to be able to walk as 
well as anyone and suffers no more pain. 




Wednesday, January 23rd, 19 63. 


It was gand finding a message from Lyme in 
today's post. It goes without saying, however, that 
I was distressed to learn of the 
illness that had kept things in line with the 
holiday pattern. The fact that little Miss Lee 
is up and iboui, however, reassures me although I 
shall be continuing to hold the thought that a 
measure of good sense will be exercised in giving the 
patient an opportunity to gain back some strength before 
it has all been expended again ondomestic and 
b siness duties. With each passing year, a si 
contemplate the energies expended by people on 
various lines of endeavor impel'ls me to append a 
sentence in my recitation of the Lord s 
prayer• 


"....and, of Lord, teach us all how to slow down 
a little." 


It goes without saying I found more happiness 
u the words of congratulations from Lyme than from any 
ther quarter possible• It is my understanding 
hat in tomorrow's Enterorise there will be a paragraph or two 
f congratulation, too. It will be interesting to 


James brought some clippings about Hodges hardens, 
tourism and so on. The clipping about the 
Shed Road touches on as remarkable a 

highway as 1 believe -I .ever heard, --a shed nine miles long somehow 
seems to put it in a class, American 3tylc, of the Lreat Wall of 
China. At the price of lumber today, a restoration 
of such a shed involving so much lumber, ought to 
require an e xpenditure of at least a million dollars 
a mile, 

I talked the 'phone today with Mrs. Marbry Jones, mother 
of Bill L arsen. Mr. Jones is doing over the house which 
Kay bought for Aunt Willie. Mrs. Jones remarked that 
an army of workmen seem to be swirling around the 
place. She mentioned that *unt Willie had 
remarked on seeing it that a swimming pool would 
be an imperative addition. It is 
interesting that James, so far as I know, has 
not visited the place since the contract 
for re-building it was let .. 


Memorandum: 

Fair and cold. 
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Thursday, January 24th, 19 63. 


stay with us until the end sf the weed, 
it is said, , 

Probably because of the warmth at pr e-dawn, 
the birds were astir early and 1 was glad to 
get some food into them before the cold began 
taking hold too firmly, 

• » 

I didn't turnout the geese since there 
would e no point in them rying to pull 
frozen grass and they were resentful cl 1 dayit 
their incarceration, trumpeting and generally 
carmine on until I put some warm 

supper out for them which they ate witty gusto, apparantly 

resigned to the inclemency of the weather, Louella 

is beginning to mike sounds in a different key of 

late, making me wonder if she is 'dreaming 

of motherhood, T hope she doesn t 

begin laying eggs until the present blast has 

gone its way. 

The Chinese magnolia bud.3 which had been advancing prior 
to the first freeze suddenly stopped in their tracks, 

They were already too far ahead for the calendar anyway 
I am qlad to cold has slewed them down for the 
buds will not be harmed by the cfld, I think,■since 
they all are still wearing their pussyQwillow caps 
which in spite of the fragile nature of * he 
covering always seem adequate to ward off the 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cold. By sunrise this morning, the 
thermometer stood at 10 locally but, unconvinced by 
the promise of warmth from the sun's rays, crept down a couple 
more degrees, Tonight's low is expected to go up to 
15 or 26 'and that certainly will be 
a step in the right direction, 

On tonight's broadcasts, the commentators on a 
couple of networks, operating out of Mew York, mentioned 
a 3 above thermometer reading in Atlanta, I wondered if 
geographically and atmospherically A.tlanta represents the "deep 
South", Over the years it has seemed to me that 
Atlanta is often in the path of Arctic air streams 
and because of i ts elevation is more convenient as a symbol 
of the "deep South" than very much of an extreme example 
of Southern weather, 

A couple of people called me from town today, pointing 
out the sentence k in today's Cane"iver Memo about the 
frugal business men and. their reaction to the advice of 
medical specialists and opining if I had the merchent - 
planter in mind when I wrote it, J, H, usually 
reads the column, 1 am told, and I wonder what he will think 
about the words having reference to him or to somebody else, 

I thought Mrs. Walker's Edito ial Eye, if that is what she 
styles her column, was full of kindness hut obviously 
herwords of praisewere 'way off the trackin their 
implied eulogy. One or two of her sentences will undoubtedly 
anneysome readers who h ve complained that the column 
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Friday, January S5th, 19 63. 


Memorandum• 


Jane? passed this way this afte rn-o an, 

He said he had talked with Rochester last night, preferring 

to speak with Kay's ivurse rather than Kay since she 

is still under some form of sedation, j" 

gather that her sister . has flown heme, —I forget 

if it, is Nevada or California, and Farley has 

come over from Charleston until her sister returns. 

In Kay's letter sent in this morning's out-going mail, 

you may hve keen impressed, a s was I, by the line that 

seemed to in icate she is resigned to illness of one sort or 

another. The will to he well must he a vital 

factor in a patient's upward toward normalcy 

and the 'rick to jockey a patient into such a frame of mind 

strikes me asmighty difficult, 

i , 

I smiled oo myself over the coffee cups this morning when mine 
hostess fell to talking about our mutual friend of Lyme 
and how the latter could he entertained on her next round, 

■'fatal ie i of course, would want to h a ve a party for her 

and Magnolia would want to have a coffee for her and there 

ought to he a day or two visit of & 1 three to Mew Iberia *or 

what reason wasn t quite clear unless mine hostess would like 

to use that for a frolic anyway and Lest-pi ought to see TheShadows . 

and Frances Phels would want to entertain and Lucille 

of Oakland would want to receive, etc,, etc and the 

whole business clattered along on that key which just 

about took my breath away. It is nice to know, 

however, that little Mis3 Lee continues holding such 

a warm place in her heart. 

On the 3 trength of a beaming sun this morning, the water 
system across the fence was turned on hut not a drop trickled through 
evoking a smile of sympathy and amazement that perfectionists 
can let things get so gummed up year af er year,,,,,. 


Cloudy and warmer and we are promised the 
thermometer will not go below 30 tonight although 
it will f"cc 2 c and sleet over the weekend, 

, I ca?! ^ think why I was mildly surprised 
ever the coffee cups when, in speaking , 2 hout 
the travelers having been held up in their journey at 
El Paso last weekend when 30 or 40 freight cars 
piled up on the track so that the folks didn't get 
back to home base until early Tuesday morning, 
when I heard mine hostess remark that tomorrow 
r he o, d, Williams and the J, H, Henry hk&sbands and wives, 
would he heading out on the morrow by car for—— 
of all places, —El Paso, ‘-’swtffrszo twice to El Paso 
in the samp week seemed so odd, 

A cotton Council is slated for that i'excs town 
and there are great expectations dout the pleasure 
t>f style shows and cocktail parties ,th t will be 
engineered far the visitors, I don t 
reckon the husbands get in much on the. style shows 
but perhaps the cocktail parties will have 
greater pulling power, 

« 

vames appeared just before noon dinner and 
it was plecsant to have him join us at the board, 

°yst as he, the clerk an I were finishing, 
o, , appeared to say Footsie &aby had just 

called to ask if I would give a tour for her and a 
school chum of hers, a young lady from Montevideo, 

Paraguay or where ever, I-sqid I should be 

enchanted and while James was still here Footsie Baby and 

her companion arrived, not to mention a flock of other gals 

in the same crew. To he advised of the approach of one 

companion and to encounter a raft of.them isn t 

unusual at this bend of the river. When we 
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Sunday, January 27th, 19 63 


re a ched .the African House, Pootsie laby suggested that 
we natstgp there because there isn't anything sf 
any interest about it, inside or out, and that 
delighted me to hear since it suggested as indeed 
it turned out to be that the young ladies were 
simply out on a joy ride, having driven down from, 

Shrevepert where they are having a mid term vacation 
and were using Melrose merely as an excuse to frolic 
up and sown the big road, And so the tour was finished 
at most before he had begun and the ladies went scampering 
on their way, withal delighted with their "tour". 

An hour later, while I was struggling with some 
gigantic undertaking in rigging up the front gallery, 
a youth suddenly appeared out of no where, asking 
if he might find Mis3 Venk here, I 
responded in the negative and he vanished as 
speedily has be had appeared, Se goes the 
representatives of college education and I regretted 
the cold and damp precluded them from enjoying 
a frolic in the big oak where swinging from bough to 
bough might have suited all of them to a T, 

This past week has proven again that I haven 't the slightest 
ability to guess which column iy going to 
appeal to readers and which isn t, A case in point is 
the one having to do about the 
white guinea, ,,interruption, 

I'o as takingaboufthe column about the white guinea as big as 
a turkey, I have hadso many calls about 
that piece, one man asking if he could get 
some^eggs, indicating that somebody had 
read the s tory to him and all he had retained was 
the rumor there ws a gigantic bird in the guinea 
calss. Several letters have come to hand, including 
one from Mrs, Lllis of West Somerville, Massachusetts, 
commenting on the column, —a piece L had 
knocked off merelyas filler and never dreamed it would 
be of the slightest interest te.anyene, Well, se things 
turn and so I must turn to a few le tiers before 
calling it a day. May the w eather have moderated in 
Lyme and good health returned with milder climes,,,,. 


Memorandum 


Partly cloudy and cold, I believe it 
remained in the 20's all day, Shreveport an Saturday 
h a d prolonged sleet that uickly coated sand put on the 
highways to give vehicles a chance to gfip 
instead of slip. The slee J - die no + **-' 'h s f r down 
, th ' 3-c bn i ■ ftp ■ 'rngh me j L ef Texas, 


■Ut.e clerk wanted to go home at 4 on Saturday 
and I thought it would he nice to give the. cook the 
evening off since I would .be alone and so that was done 
About an hour fter sundown when it was dark, a couple 
of ladies ppe red on my gallery. One of them 
explained she h•d been here before, being a Prudhomme a 
her parents in town living close to the clerk's home, 

°he said she aught school in Luke Charles and 
had brought a fellow teacher with her for a tour, 

I told her I was curious as tv what hour people in 
town supped on .Saturday night and at what hour they 
took their Saturday nght bath. She seemed, taken aback 
and said she gathered L wasn't pleased with my Callers, 
I explained to her that she was right bout me being 
unhappy, not at her but at people who never seem 
to think plantation people ever had anything to do but 
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Monday, January 88th, 2963 


DtoDie ftr tours, whether at veal time jr after darn, 

Zt that ', far .did not S * into that caUfry and 

that an* suspecting night in the months ahead, I 
nrmear at her door unannounced, bringing someone with me, 
expecting her to jump out of her tub and 9™'™ “didn't 
By then the lady knew I was out of my mind ^ ^ dld ^ ' ake 
y - ' \e a quick glance in the direction of the 

toe dark to be seen, and beat a retreat. 

down this noon and we 1 rove to dine 
very pleasant and the 
hod departed for we didn't arrive 
tie had gone straight to Pecan Park from 
number of framed Hunters for me 
a do sen I thought superb and 
, ,.:y own. I am floored by the 

abstracts with the lovliest coloring 
one could imagine, —and 
who doesn't care much about abstracts, 
djend id negro head, made splendidly 
turban crowning the 

artist should waste so much time 
can knock off a mas erpiece 
I believe, always does wonderfully 
na single night, I imagine 
thing without stopping, once 
she feels the creative impulse which 
gained, once she has put down 
bit pussling to me that s - 
net, after several weeks, has n t 
: of James' letter to her, 

Park-Linet to interest themselves in 
: did think some recommendation 
a responsible dealer which doesn t 
?ark-Binet business which, as 1 understand 
ition house. Well, perhaps we shall hear 
,s turn and may it have been a peaceful weekend 


Memo rand urn 


Fair in the morning, cloudy the balance of 
the day. The thermometer ro8e from the 80's to 
the 40's and then slipped back into the 30's. 

A week or so ago Mrs. Millspaugh 'phoned 
to say thatSterling Evans of Little Eva had dropped in 
at the store and asked Mrs. Millspaugh if she would 
obtain four primitive pictures from the Hunter 
brush. As Mr. Evans has come to naught 

in Trying te deal directly with the artist and with me, 
he hit upon the Millspaugh approach and in that 
he will ,prsbably succeed where he has failed in^obtaining 
canvases from other sources. 


vames cam 

at the town House. It was 
crwod #f noon diners 
until after 8 
here whe e James had a 
to see. here we'e half 
should love to have or my 
beauty of same of her 
and charming designs 
that from one i 
7her« was a sp 
colorful by a gay 
business. It's a pity 
such a remarkabley fine 
painting t-ash when she 
every now and then and, 
executed creative work 
the 


An eminently successful business man, 

2{r. Evans is a striking example of one 
person's inability ts communicate with another. 

In his c 11s on the a rtist directly, he has 

stated what he wants her te paint and she 

has comprehended nothing and, I believe, 

has been disdainful of the five cent cigar 

approach. I have been told by Mr. Evans 

that he will take the original lintings used in the 

note paper designs. Had he expressed a desire to 

obtain them or had he .sked if they would ever be 

available or had he asked if 1 could obtain 

similar compositions, the business might have 

been consumated long, long ago 

but Mr. Evans, 1 gather, is acc stsmed to issuing orders 
and having them carried out in his business operations but 
he has never lea• ned that better mentods are 
more productive of desired results when dealing 
with people wh9 are more interested in ,the Art of 
painting than in the Art of business. 

And' so when Madam Millspaugh called me about 
the matter, I told her I would have nothing to 
do directly with Mr .Evans but that I should 

be' glad to have theartist paint the desired subjects if she would 
handled the paintings after 1 had turned them over 
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Tuesday, January 89th, 19 63 


Memorandum : 


he last issue of Life, carrying the tory 0 / Joseph 
Kennedy, somehow suggests the Evans-Hunter differences, 
Obviously any man, such as Joseph Kennedy, who can roll up 
four hundred million dollars must he possessed of 
business acumen with which few people are endowed, 

I have heard it 3 aid that Joseph Kennedy and his son, 

John ,0 ten find themselves miles apart in their 

concept of things, Joseph could make a tremendous 

fortune while John could write a hook. Like 

the mountain o.nd the squirrel, the mountain could 

say that only he could carry a whole forest on his hack 

while the squirrel could reply in all truth that 

he, unlike the mountain, could crack a nut, I 

assume that if Joseph hadn't made lots of money made 

a portion of it avail a hle to his sons, John and Robert, 

in spite of their brilliant minds, migh never have 

he able ^ become such remarkable public servents, 

■ennce the old paradox about evil begetting good which 
seems to have puzzled theologians down the centuries and the 
artist is ~hle to round up more money through a customer 
who can't even communicate with her and it all seems 
odd indeed, 

* 

James passed this way at S this afternoon, bringing some 
cherry-nut ice cream which was wonderful interruption,,. 

Carmen called to rattle off an endless tale about 
John and L helma going to flew Orleans today, I didn t 
tell her I had heard all the details fromlhelma herself, 

James has beencalling Kay's nurse nightly 
but he said h st night Kay had felt well enough to call him. 
She is in a cast and cannot sit up but is feeling 
pretty good, ?/ere I in such a condition, I should not 
think of flying home for a few weeks and then flying back but 
would wait until the cast had been removed, especially as 
her sister and brother are with her and as she is bound to 
return to Rochester to have the cast removed and 
to take treatments there but, like eve ryb ody else, 
she obviously donesn't mind pulling up and down the skyways,, 


Cloudy this morning with particles of 
moisture in the air. Rain during the afternoon 
in a temperature around the mid 50*3, with 
the rain increasing in intensity at 
dark and thunder rolling impressively out of 
t/he /forth, I hope the water i s w ell d rained out of 
the heavens before the' predicted cold snap arrives, 

• 

I missed the noon new3, what with a secretary to 
hand as I came from dinner and James 
arrived before the s ecretary left. He 
had brought some egg nog ice cream which really did 
carry the precise flavor of egg nog or at least the aroma 
and I found it excellent. 

He had brought the current issue of Vogue 
which carried some lovely pictures of C'onsue'lo 
Vanderbilt's Southampton house, — interiors, I 
didn't know the former Duchess of Marlborough was 
living in this country and if I did know her 
second husband, the late Colonel Ba'lzin, had 
died or, if I had heard of it, I had forgotten, 

r .rhe same magazine carries some superb full page 
photos, black and white, L believe, of Mount Vernon, taken 
from the river, a scene at Mgnrre's ph ce and a view 
of the Blue Ridge from Jefferson's Msnticello, There 
is a quote accompanying the Monticellc picture by 
a c on r.empoary of Jefferson who reported having encountered 
that gentleman on a stout horse, Mr, Jefferson 
be ng attired in a dheckered coat and pantaloons, Over 
his heaed, to prodect him from the sun, was a lady's parasol, 
the handle stuck down in back of 'r, Jefferson's neck ,— 
all of which verily must have presented an arresting picture • 
• 

I asked James to run through the article 
about Joseph Kennedy in Life once more and I found 
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I 

. r h*iieve Barnes skipped 

U a fascinatin'! »*•»«£»•»„; ... it ... «*«•<•.«»«. 

sn* liZ.sZd ty the intuitive powers 

T have dways fccen impresses y 7 928, had the 

s/ the man whs, as just prit * marfcet whenex eueri/*»<*y elSC 

far sightedness ts pull JJ* •/ at , lis acumen in handling 

was plunging d««P«^ a » d Q e P raiUnS such as 

such different »ypes j P . the movies, 

managin', a shipyard, «*J»9 a • / al e „tat,. making 

playing » ‘ I,poa.i»9 

money out of oi1 / , his children, he 

onthis mental l ' je J r ita«e by not giving them 
g a ve them a special heritage »y u riches 

dS.ira <> d«ut.tl>.g themselves ™" nn J, ee , } 
and the mere I *, ls *, re I tun* 

h ti’e TtVJTdt'nc world IsUcky ItJ^snch 

US3 SuSSEr«» «• 


his 


chair 


U V UJG I O ~ -77 ill III OflC J. I * U 

b e rxi :“sr. 

.s-Wi’•«»«•* **' ts thot 

are his korthers • 

I “as [ilad t» hear iost J^registering 
the first day of the , -SI ^ p/ thot school 

at ClcmsrJi •[ *J®J°S aroI i»a, went ®J7 peacefully. 
is spelled i)u>outn h(J an absence of 

i ° em stre ;, “ s 

true retitTwi^raf:'fr.n «. >« aMs r 

seem to haue invited. I am color llBa 

steady advance »« ».*««* 

aiirf it t» ««*»« *®f° t» .. 

in this respect for a long 


ssuming 


Wednesday, Jan ary 30th, 1963. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy and mild in the 50's. It rained 
an It inch and a half last night and t-day. 

January 30th, —7. D. 8.'s birthday, if 
memory serves. In times gone bye, 
it seems to me one networknr another has 
presented some kind of a birthday program and tonight 
I shall go fishing in the kilocycles to see if I can 
stumble over one. 

.Jews of the El Paso travelers is sketchy . Ihe^otton 
Council concluded its business today and immediately 
after both J. H.'s and their, wives were heading 
toward !few Mexico to view a pecan orchard, after wh ch 
they were scheduled to head eastward with a 
view to touching home base tomorrow night or Friday ,— 
“pro ram subject to change without prior notification”. 

I laughed this aftern eon at a 
message coming to hand by one of Murphy Brown's 
boys. Murphy lives half way between 
here and Little A iver. The message 
stated : 

"Papa say would you 'phone Mr. Edgar Rogier 
and say them hogs is a ’'out ready". 

I called the operator for Mr. Edgar's 
number. Mr. Edgar lives up the permud Road to the North, 
perhaps 3 or 4 miles. I called the number given me and 
got, not Mr. Edgar iu Edgar, junior, overseer at 
Little Eva , 15 miles down the road I 

passed along the message when little Edgar said he would 
be talking with Big Edgar, and we both laughed at 
its laconic nature. Little Edgar opined : 

6 

"Papa and Murphy must be in some sort of 
a pig deal •" * 

By ten minutes fter one this noon, 1 had the house 
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Thursday, January 31st, 2963 


in fine uproar as Andy and >1 prepared to 

give it a thorough cle ning, furnitue * on the gallery, 

dust flying and everything in vast confusion when 

James arrived. He apologised for having forgotten Wednesday 

is cleaning day and preyed me to go on with 

my project while he sat on the gallery 

and conversed with the black cats of whom there is great mutual 

fondneps, Maturally» instead of accepting 

his request, I invited him inside to sit among 

the disorders obtaining. It is one of 

those impossible situations in which one isn't 

hrippy entertaining amidst the dehri3 but incapable o.t 

the same time o engineering domestic refurbishments wh.il 

a guest "hoovers"outside awaiting the 

wrapping up of a job likely to exten■ over a span of hours, 
James is the most thoughtful person one is 
ever likely to encounter but when leisure 
bumps into time pressure, there 

invariably developesa distraction that by its very nature is 
almost unavoidable, I have but one afternoon a week 
when L can count on assistance and 1 must re-arrange my 
program so it will not get entangled with 
visitors, 

I, S, Hillard called last night to say she had 
talked with her son, 

en route from Virginia Beach to* some suburb of Los " ngeles, 

He had passed tlirough Dallas, saying he was driving 14 hours 

a day to get there to find an apartment for his family, 

after which he will fly back to Virginia and an attempt will 

he made to sell their property there and then the 

whole family will drive in another car to 

California, All the world's on wheels or wings 

and for the most part everybody seems to relish the 

sensation, I wonder if today's road runners are 

legal descendants of Mayflower s ilors and 

couered wagon drivers. 1 am bound to be the offspring 

of those who remained at home and liked it,,,,,. 
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l-KS&l 



T'ltlWZ %rTr wztv- 

Zlil/stl* ?lt SIS! **«“£>‘**« «W •£»“» ar *" B< ' 

TJZas a polite ««/ 0/ lying 1 didn’t wa»t tiiem ‘railing 
in here at the supper hour, 

. o drooped in with some rhum ice cream which was good, 

*..«£%*:».«i »*• *• .•?» »•« ^ 

th? last time. ife Aod an article about the 

M •' r^J\7 u a ri.r- w 

%r f w:A v::»T a -} 

tuiltty Lawrence ii.cHef slls r, a name I never /.ear. 

James Lad a clipping ajeut a wrangle ever t/ie Sext.n fortune 
in Texas • Uere was a point in tl.e report t/.at James 

late^milliena' ire* /ialattempted^lparti ally successful rape of /.er. 

? S» , t »!t « « rap. ‘/.at cult i« partially successful 
is, incised, somet/iing new to one of my limi T ed experience. 

4 letter hu Georgia Spinks in today's Enterprise 
w s directed to^my attention. J/.e was congratulating 
tLePa^r on t/.e repent awards c »d was Hind eneugft t. 

1. Pnne *iver Memo* I reckon must 

Z P Var te'iind in my corresp.ndence wit/i t/ie lady I am so far 
ie/ind in my correspondence I /.ad tetter get a move on and 
$ ;?« .* it cleared up tefore t/.e pl.ug/is start turning and 

gardening time begins . 




Friday, February 1st, 2963. 


Memorandum', 

Yesterday it was anuary and winter . Today 
it's February and summer. That mo.y r -e over¬ 
stating it a"little but it 3cems like summer 
when the thermometer,pfter last week s teens, sheets 
up into the 8 O's and dames appears in 
s flimsy short sleeve shirt. 

I was mistaken ako't getting particulars 
regarding the FI ^as c business over today s 
9 o'clock demi-tasse, what with the lady 
having taken off for town long before the 
magical hour of the brewing of the bean, ^haps 
I sh n 11 receive particulars on the morrow but may 
not/what with the lure of the road being what it 
is. But the time will come eventually and 
I can contain my impatience about the style stows 

and so on. 





. 


Carmen called 'right and early this morning 
to give me a blow by blow account of last 
night's Chamber of Commerce dinner, I .... 
had heard something about it over the radio tis 
morning but that account was prosaic enough an a 
contracry to former time.s, broadcast or re¬ 
broadcast was mac of the speeches. 

I got a couple of other versions of the 
festivities from other quarters and 1 gather, 
sortinn out the several renditions, that thing's 
went along alright, or a t least as wellas such 
tiresome affairs can go. Hot from. 

Carmen 's report but from others, there was 

mention made of a slight slip of the tongue in 

Caremn’s part when r she referred to herself 

as the Woman of theWolrd instead of the Wtma 

0 r the year, a slip that is easy enough to understand 

but which carries an element of hilarity a bout it wten 



. 


























From the Francois Nignon Papers, #H-3889 in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Sunday, February 3rd, 2963 


Memorandum 


lady.who will be 74 inApril 


a maiden 

thus describes herself, 

There were a couple of other awards, including 
one to Hita—Mrs, George — Sutton, and I 
made it a point to dash off notes of congratu'Ja tions 
by the morning's post, 

It was a pleasant surprise to see 
James a PP ra aching this afternoon, hearing 
a bronze floor lamp with white shade , I 
had one from the store which 1 have 
used for a few months back* It wasn t much 
to my liking but it was alright, 'The 
new one is just right and is of 
the type that has a milk glasstype of inset at 
the base which serves as a night light if 

one cares to step on the little gadget with which the base 
is equipped, James is 

Jcvcycr hr 'iigiiiQ things to thcartist 9 L/ovoatUcL anl wo* 

I was astonished a while ba k when from 

the bamboo hedge, looking toward the 

artist's house, I saw his car stop before her gate 

and a few seconds later, a couple of people 

appeared to lift an armoir out of the back of the 

car and haul it into the artist s house 1 

believe he keeps her well up lied with groceries 

and sometimes he la ughs when she 

stikks out her lower lip in pouting 

that, for example, instead of one kind 

of greens he has included in his basket, 

he shoul have given her another kind sh.e prefers, 

We both marvel at the fact that in 

spite of the SO odd years we have known her, neither of 
us, zither at the big house where once she cooked, 
or in her own home, have we ever seen her take a f 
bite of food. We conclude that probably she isn t 
a human being at all hut merely a sprite requiring 
no nourishment,,,,,. 


Fair and cold in the upper S8ies, 

Our summer weather continued through Saturday u{itil 

about 3:30 or 4 in the afternoon when clouds 

were whisked about by brisk winds, thunder rolled and 

and the thermometer pinged 40 degrees in a short 

few hours sc that there was a freeze .by the time 

the skies had cleared and the waxing moon had 

emerged, I covered a few things in anticipation 

of the cold and, of course, they remain covered tonight. 

They will bury m y friend, Don Lester, on 
the morrow, I planned to pay my respects at 
the funeral heme this a fternoon when I went to town 
with James for the radio reported the funeral home would 
be open at S this afternoon, At dinner this across th.c 

fence, however, there seemed to be a difference of 
opinion about the time, L, LI, understanding the 
arrangements as did I while Celeste reported other 
preparations for 7 o’clock tonight, I 

Save .up the notion of sampling and didn't cast about while 
in town. Celeste reported the Schmidts of Lai sing, Michigan 
are flying down for the funeral and I have no doubt 
they will come to see me and give me a report. 

Cousin Bessie imelle or however she spelled her name, 
died this week end, toe, Cousin Bessie, a sister of 
Cousin Carl enry, , . The Carl Henry, juniors, 
tried to run UousinEessie 's flower shop but 
it was up hill business, what with Cousin 
Eessie driving away cust^me rs with remarkable 
success, including her cousin J, H, Henry, etc. 

But now Cousin Bessie has gone to her last reward 
and something tells me the flower business is 
going to improve for her newphew and his wife, , 
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It's remarkable how thin s 
will twist to bring about unpleasant evenings 
when one goes in Jar social life. The 
public relations official at the college 
gave an "at home" on Satu day night, 
inviting severe1 couples, including the 
'"alkers. They accented and, on arriving, 
discovered thdt one thing or another had prevented 
several of the,couple invited from attending, 
le ving those present to number only 
the host and/ hostess, one other couple and Charles 
Cunningham and wife and the Walkers, In view 
of all the unpleasantnesses that Charles has stirred up 
for the •alkers, an ev ning in such close proximity 
must have m left much to be desired by way of 
happiness and general merriment, Mrs, Walker 
summed it up inthis prise under- 
statement • 


Monday, February 4th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


air and mild. It froze into the SO's last 
but, after going up to 50 this 
sag only into the mid 30 's 


fternoon, 

tonight, they say, 

I oas altogether delighted to fine 
'ekruary 1st note from Lyme in today’s 
t. It is so nice having these vignettes 
I hope you will resort to them at dl 
es when pressures permit, —they give such 
urance between longer letters and never fail to 


It uocs a very long evening", 

While in town this fternoon, 1 a sked 
my companion to ' rive me along Williams 
Avenue so that we both might get a look 
at the reconstruction work -.go\ng at the 
residence being prepared for la Storm, 7/e 
viewed the house from the ar and so my 
concept »f what was going e» was a little vague. 

My companion remarked that the land in back of the house 

several hundred feet stretching toward the 

river, .seem3 to have been swept clean 

of its peach trees or whatever was growing there, so 

we assume the work on the garden must have 

been undertaken so far as a start is made. 

Plans for the kitchen, I am told,-were ent to 
Roches er for 3eclect i on, that is one of several 
plans, and the lady had responded she wished that 
might he held p until her return, I remarked that 
were -4 in the lady 1 s -shoes, the first thing , 

I would do would be t9 purchase at least one 

if not two of the pro e rties on either side of hers. My 

companion said tha if she felt like it, she 

could do so without x ripple as to her . 

income. Such 7 purchase would 

not involve more that about sixty thousand dollars, 1 as 
and that doesn t seem to be anything of consequence, Vh 
odd details the va-ious patterns of 
wedded bliss take on. 


I was deeply touchei hi 


- - . the nice things said 

pout the columns, I m glad jou feund the 
Mwc Lis '■ iour liking., I slipped one in 
d note to the boy friend when I acknowledged receipt of 
nis Epoch de Louis ^uatorze, There’s only 
one thing he will like about it 

"1 saw a preacher on his knees, 

I thought 1 heard a rooster sneeze. 


Your reference to Mrs, piker's hair-do 
made me smile far she is always jetting it rigged up 
in. some different fashion. She is about the height of 
little Miss Lee, Her mama, Clara Genung, tells me 
th t her '’Ughter has such luxuriant hair and 
I believe it is mostly all her own when she piles it 
up in the 0 ponish fashion. In any event, 

,r rs. Walker mentioned a while back that at’ 
a reception at the Kyser's a while hack, thanks to somt 
high heel slippers she wc.s wearing and the height of 
her nerruke, she could almost look down 
on L helma who is inclined to be 
on the all side, 


my srurpise, they sent me a man from the store 
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Tuesday 


ebruary 5th, 2963 


Memorandum 


when the afternoon hell tapped, I immediately 

gat him busy cutting down ribbon grass and was enchanted to 

contemplate how tidy the phee would look. The slashing went 

on at a great rote with the IS foot staks flying every 

fthich way. Half an hour later I passed that way 

,nd saw no strong arm hut lots of fallen stalks, 

I learned on inquiry that the plantat ion had 
taken the man away without telling me and 
so my efforts didn't get far hut the : i3ord.er 
created p ovided quite a mare's nest which will 
remain right here it is until the plantation 
restores the 1 foresaid helper on the morrow 
or whenever. 


■tnc day taa keen a busy but pleasant one, 

I was happy to have a secretary at noon enabling 
me to run through several items, first of which was 
a re-reading of yesterday's letter from Lyme, 

Hot only did I receive the same pleasure that was mine on 
t.ie irst reading yesterday but there was the added pleasure 
of discovering that one sentence in yesterday's communion 
keen skipped, therebye leaving me until today to 
learn a } out little Miss Lee's gift of Life which 
means 30 much to me. When I slipped the envelope 
from j.ife in a Memorandum a week hack, I had 
not ope.led the 'letter and wasn't sure if it was 
an invoice or a?i advertisement, what with Life now and 
then sending along the latter , Somehow I had 
not opened one or two letters at the time they arrived, 
thinking I would go into them when circumstances were 
more favora'-'le , On second thought, however, 
tucked in the Life one, thinking it might be the 
one you mentioned or, if it turned out to be merely 
advertising, you would be able te dispose of .it readily 
enough. And now, as it turns out, it was important 
and what s more, you did dispose of it in such a way 

1 ie re 3 0i cing strai ght -along over the ensuing 

10 - weeks it ahead, E'less you andyour kindness 


I can't remember if I mentioned the delectable 
sa'lade dressing I had at Celeste's yesterday, 

It was mayonnaise with roequefert chees stirred into it quit 

thoroughly, Celeste saishe could have made it 

better, had she put it in a mechanical mixer but she 

didn't have time and merely stirred it in by hand, I 

think I should probably like hailing the little 

oarticles of the cheese discernable for somehow 

they g a ve an c'ded soice to the lettuce, 

tomatoes d whatever constituted the salaac 

itself, I suppose 1 h ve had this type of 

dressing 'before 1 ut never identified the ingredients before. 


And speaking of recipes, somebody mentioned one in a magazine 
that was tried and found excellent. Prepare cornbeef 
hash if ipu prefer making your own cornbeef to the canned 
variety. Make a biscuitdough pancake, rolling it 
out about 1 foot ky S feet, Hpre. z d the cornbeef 
hash over the biscuit 2 nd then roll up the 
biscuit dough as one would roll up a jelly roll, 

Itien slice the roll as one would cut 0 jelly rool, about 

an inch thick, laying the slices in a pa n 

and baking same for 80 minutes or so, putting a dab of 

cheese on top of each 2 few minutes before removing from 

the oven, They say it is grand, 1 should like to 

try some white sauce on mine, I think, and maybe a dab 

of onion and 'elle peppar, 1f ust fold . 


I ke-stirred myself at 4 this morning to attend to 
r fleck of little edds and ends I wanted to get out of 
the w z y before the day began. It was dark tonight 
r -~ re T had. attempted before daylight this morning -- 
nothing in particular to hamper but just the run-ef- 
the-mill little interruptions, 

Among other visitors before 7 :30 this morning, 
an- at various separate calls, two ladies and three nen 










■■ 
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Wednesday , February 6th, 19 63. 


# 

interrupted my desk work to ash for alms, all of whom, being 
on the Welfare rolls, would do better, 1 told them a lth»ugh± 
they didn't agree, that they would do well to apply 
to the store against theirnext check. j4s their checks arrived 
last Friday and as they had squandered same on the honkey-tonh, 

I felt quite sure that the plantation was better equipped to 
handle their needs than was I. 

The Schmidts 'phoned from town to s ay they 
were flying b a ck toLansing, Michigan, this 
afternoon immediately following the Lester funeral 
and wondered if they could see me inApri'l when 
they r eturned. They might. 'There were other cadis and other 
visitors including my tractor driving hair dresser 
and 1 took time out to let him take some of the wool 
off my perruhe. 

I thought to get in some work during the noon hour 
when I usually listen to news’ but a secretary arrived unexpectedly 
and then James. He reports he and Kay 

are using the telephone and they agree it is better for 
her to remain in Rochester for another month or so and that 
he will go up toward the end of her stay and bring her home. 

He is getting letters from her sister, now in Reno, from Farley 
now inRoche ster, and from Aunt Willie at the Bluff where 
Cousin Ida Chapman is visiting her f all pushing him to 
go to Rochester but since he and Kay have agreed on 
a later trip, he is not responding to the letters • 

Neither her family, apparantly, nor do I comprehend how 
he and. Kay operate their marriage but if it suits them, 

I’m all in favor of them sticking, to their own guns and 
hoping the in-laws will le^vc them alone. 

• 

At 2 o’clock, Hunter Pierson and wife ,• M i chard Avedon 
„nd a lady, probably a Miss Harrison, and a photographer 
arrived. I liked Mr.Avedon, small, tortoiseshell glasses and pleat 
I assume he is Jewish via Poland. :i he two ladies 
were interested in nothing and the men took 
pictures that pussled me a little, —the father and Son, 
the two small portraits in the living room but not Grandpere 
and only one Hunter, —c» exterior Ghana one, end I suppose 
seme candid camera shots of Lest a n. Hunter Pierson noticed 
Mr .Avedon was snapping pictures of the geese and guineas viewing 
themselves in the mirror by theAfriean House. He ashed me 
if it would be alright to bring the peacocks, wandering near 
Yucca, have them appear in front of the irror. I 
iladly gave my consent and everybody else laughed at 


Memorandum: 

Fair and mild, —pure Spring, in fact. 

* ^ 

It seems to have been another busy day without 
any particular elements to cite to 
support such a statement. 

This afternoon around 3 while I was stirring up 
some good earth at Ghana, I could hear the 
bell o?i the Yucca gate making sounds suggesting 
I had a caller • I responded and lo'. 
there was Blythe and Helen Brewer. I don't 
recall when last I saw them but suppose it was 
before Christmas. Blythe seemed in a 
gay mood and had much to chatter about, some 
of which meant little to me inasmuch as I didn't 
know the people in part about whom she was g : ssiping. 

I paid, attention when she asked me if 1 had 
heard hbout Elliott Jordan's adventure in Hartford, Connecticut, 
I know Elliott but had not heard of his adventure. 

It seems that the other night when the thermometer 

as 9 below in that quarter, Elliott, living in 

a warm apartment, had s retched on on his bed clad in 

his shorts • The apartment house in which he lives caught 

fire but he was asleep and, fortunately, was 

dragged out jU3t in time by fireman who 

had placed a ladder at his window. What he saved of 

his things was the pair of shorts he was wearing. Blythe 

3aid he really had some marvelous things in his 

apartment although the bulk of his furniture and things 

are in his Virginia plantation home. That 

sounded like a might close call at the Hartford end of 

his existence. 

Blythe had something to say about Joe Evans and 
her daughter, Marians Evans Applegate, —what 
a name • Jariane is still an alcoholic and 
at present isn't speaking to her mama which 
doesn t seem to worry anybody in particular, least of 
all Joe and Marianne, which is all to the good. 

Blythe brought me much May Bay p esents, —cigarettes, 


Blythe 
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'■Thursday, February 7th, 19 63 


ram* bread, a Jl..* g •/ 

w oo on. I had a little 3 bj j . 

a fa“tah j’.nffllilh’ador’d mil 

aau»Zt\i^ =/ XnZTby * 

the living room for it has oddly e 

HI \\T^eZe T ^e and ^ 

«*♦* - *• if! 

come into flower and she will come uy 

I ® « 3, ‘“ u ban* jure 

the sap mill be rising slior ly reg- 
I O’* busy t 

ttSV 

the magnolias both m jronv u 

r;.$ 5rr*;.4 -- 

Yfy\ne°ha a a'a Ttf'/erent 'ff f, 00 

»‘<f £:vi?/^L w -’ 

ideas rom mine. S»-»c« 1 Jj lues than th. 

a? iy truer tuha.is «3 ^ . .f „ ?ld I do all 

since they neve ® ^ + a t, e h thing 

it seems so much simpler 3 aJld nena 

r, ++m’ijmri to when convenient for m . 


Memorandum 


Fair and mild 


Another busy day without much to show for all the 
activity, 

There were a C9uple of insignificant items in today's 
"n crprise that arrested my attention . One sentence 
in the Los- and^ound section,.--a station wagon found somewhere 
in town. The statement d.oesn t reveal ownership hut 
my agents report it belongs t6 an Benry. 

6 

The funeral of Cousin Bessie Himel is reported. 

/rtrc reports conveyed by people who have known Cousin Bessie 

for 35 years, I learn that Cousin Bessie for years headed 

a loga'l organization devoting much time and effort 

to assisting cancer patients. Cousin tessie had 

supervised medical slides used to acquaint the public with 

cancer problems an<£ Bessie headed the bandage rolling efforts 

-nd so on, Mow what seem3 odd is this: a year or two ago 

Cousin Bessie developed, cancer lumps in her breast and, in pite of 

all the work she had done to acquaint other people with the urgency 

required in fighting the affliction, she herself wouldn't consult 

a physician and after the cancers had come to the surface and the 

resulting aroma was painfully apparent a;H she was advised to 

attend to the matter, she locked herself in her room and 

would see no one. Of course the 'ssr was eventually forced and 

Cousin Bessie whisked off to the hospital but by then it 

was too late. 


Another item that impressed me was the one reporting the arrest for 
drunken driving of the youth whose car pas involved in the wreck 
of the Chopin boy's car last summer, the wreck the-, killed 
theChopin boy. With this latest arrest fojr drunken driving coming 
at a time when a suit for ninety thousand dollars is starting 
out in the courts aginst this youth, his parent, the insurance 
companies, it would seem that this latest frolic ought to 
damage the defense position mightily . „ , . . , 
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James had Robert Anthony working for him at the camp 
today. James dropped in to see me >etween 3 and 4 and remained 
for supper, departing about 6;30. James had in 
wit admiration of Robert's wtrkand five minutes 
after ''amts had left, ert appeared with his boy to 
speak with admira ■ ion of Mr. Pipes. It : c s 9:30 
before they left when my day's typing could begin. 

Anepisode, typical of Cane iver, came to my attention t eday. 

Ihe *achette twins whom Ur. Belle and 1 had seen the ’day they 
were born, b a ck in 1941, 1 guess, now Hue in 
Houston. *hey look and a re r bout the si 2 e of 12 or 14 year 
old children. They got -themselves a d tumbled down car and 
frequently drive over here from Houston on weekends. 

They are about a s frisky and no account is one could imagine. 

before yesterday, wanting to return to Houston, they 
went up the road a piece where Mrs. King Helomen lives. 

She has a -car hut it a3 not being used as she was viorking down at 

the Cohen's. Zelma, her mama-in-law, 

was there quilting. One of the twins went in to talk 

with her and the other was"fixin' his car". A while h ter 

he called the other and they drove off, Zelma discovering 

immed iate'ly afterward that they had left their worn out battery and 

taken the one from Mrs. King Solomon's car. 

the road they sped — as far as Derry, where 

they smashed into the car driven by Mr. McGraw who 

lives at Derry. Ihe crash torn up bo th cars. What 

will he next on the program, I cannot imagine but it will 

be something good befcr they head out for Houston once more. Their 

names are Julius and Joseph Hachette and they are so much clike in 

ooks and >ise few people can tell them ipart and 

whether the '■•»« substitutes for the other when 

they go to jail now and then, I wouldn't knew. 

» 

lames it talked with Kay last night. 

He reports she seems to be making fine progress in the sta e of 
contentment department. I am glad she has''decided to 

remain inRoch-ster until Spring end not a tempt - jaunt down here before 
the cast is removed. 

The mean mu3 be full tonight, everything is so golden out of dears 
I think the twjn black cats an^ 1 ought to take ci turn in the 
garden for a breath of fresh air before 1 begin 
doing any mail . 
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Friday, February , 1965. 


Mem ■ rand urn: 


Partly cloudy and mild with the promise of 
a frost for tonight. 

It goes without saying I was delighted 
to find a letter from Lyme in today's post. 

Yesterday there were secretaries galore all day 

but t^day nobody put in cui 

appearance until 4;45 when two sec etaries 

arrived at the same time, saying they were 

in a "slow hurry" as they had to catch a bus at 5 ; 30 , 

a school basket ball teem heading out for a game 

in Alexandria • There were several pieces 

of mail but naturally the letter from Lyme 

came first. 

On opening it I found that fifty billion 
approaches to explain my delight would not 
suffice, what with the loveliest of Valentines 
with the lovliest of verses and the accompanying 
portraits. Then k unfolded the letter 
aid handed it to the sec etary a:id as lie read the 
date line, February 5th, my 'phone rang but 
I was so intent on the letter that it rang 
a second rime heforeit ever o-cured, to me to 
answer. It was .Ml xandria calling and 
although I felt l must admit I ■/ ~s the person being 
called, I begrudged the two minutes it woulM p-zi '-ly 
re uire tt nsw -t. 

The ill r. f Hun * P - - #n • ;> 'd he 

’ • k : y’r hr ' , 

I -c - J '' ’ . • e ci 

• ft ' • • ' • M ’, Avf 

> " , ** L 


















Francois Mignon Papers 


in the Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12246 


Sunday, February 10th, 19 63 


Memo randurn 


Cloudy to partly cloudy all weekend with a frost 
Frida aand Saturday night but much warming today 
and a fine electric storm banging a way to the north 
although no rain has arrived here as yet. 

It xaa so grand on Saturday mroning to commune 
with little Miss Lee through the medium of 
the Valentine to be loved all over again, the 
portraits so full of premise and the letter which 
Hunter piersofis endless telephone call on 
Friday ev ning had prevented me from reading. 

I am enchanted to learn the cold snap has eased off 
somewhat and let us hope the good work in that 
direction goes steadily forward. 

I an particu arly enchanted wi*th the charming 
account of the two famous ladies whose paths crossed a'ltho 
neither was conscious of the other's presence, -- 
the one heading from Washington to Mew York for her bow in 
that quarter and the other heading from Mew York 
to Atlanta • I continue holding the 
thought that this is merely the first of lots of 
exchanging of Art treasures from one country to another. 
Isn't if /'un to think what a sensation the unveiling 
in Washington and Mew York the original bust of Mephritite 
might occasion. Even after the novelty of 
such exchanges wear off a little, there will still 
be a strain of interest in the public mind concerning 
some things more precious than chatter about bridge 
scores , baseball gymnastics and such like • 

* * ' , • • 

I can readily sympathise with little Miss 
lee in her speculations about the wnrk-a-day world but 
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Monday, February 11th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


and t e but is terribly important, --I'm wondering 
i/ little Miss Lee ever stops to thing about all 
the joys she spreads so jar and so wide and how much 
the inspiration oj herown good selj does tobring 
sunshine to so many, many people, not only in 
Lyme but to people across the continent and on both s 
oj the Atlantic , The giving oj selj is houhd to ke 
a lonely business seemingly at times hut what 
a dividend the giving pays ojj when one pauses to 
consider, ihe Filler Sh ip i in another months vrill be 
heralding Spring and one oj these e venings or one oj 
mornings there will be a lightness oj step jor little 
Miss L. as she contemplates the miracle oj the changi 
season and contemplates how mucfy Spring and how lavis 
she 1 vishes on others. 


It started snowing about It 30 this cjternoon and within 
halj an hour the countryside was blanketed in white. By three 
o'clock, it was a couple oj degrees below jreesing and the promise 
is jor two or three days oj the same sort oj thing, 

I was enchanted to jind a letter jrom Lyme in 
today's post, t was so kind o little Hiss Lee- 
to pass along particulars regarding Parke-Binet end all, 

James did not come down but I talked with him on the 'phone 
around 4 and he expressed my own thoughts when he said hew 
kind it was oj little Miss Lee to think 

oj us and to sen1 along the page jrom the Herald ‘Tribune which 
I shall hand him on the morrow or whenever he pu s in 
an appearance, He had cut ojj the electric pump at the camp 
but had not opened the jaucets to drain ojj the ■ater that might 
be in the pipes and accordingly I got in touch with Hohert 
to attend to that to avoid tne need jor a pluming job on the V 
morrow, 


Natalie called this morning and enchanted me by 
hazarding the hope that she may be able to arrange 
jor a six or a twelve weekgo this summer, more or les 
the same lines and in the same place she spent last 
summer, - 1 aturaly my thoughts j'lowed in the direction 
oj little Miss Lee a'ld how happy everybody allaround 


He mentioned seeing a report out 
oj Atlanta where the Alphands unveiled ?fhi stler ' s Mother last 
night. He said that the Ambassador in an Atlanta interview 
had store' Fr: nee had nc i op, * 1,0 ' Britain's entry into the 

Common Market ij Britain would come in under the same rules 
as the other members and he said jurther that 
France had no intention oj going it ■\lone in building up 
a st~ck pile o ' 'atom bombs and 

that the story bout a rumpus in Hew York over the unveiling 

oj Mona Lisa, that is, the : inner preceeding tint event, 

h a d not one shred oj truth in it. This 

a ll seems so at variance with the reports coming to - 

h a nd by radio that I cannot seem to make they harmonize 

and I jind myselj wondering who is trying to give jolse 

impress ions , 


oames invited me to dine with him at the 
Country Club at 2: 3D today, —his invitation 
having come by telephone last night, I 
scribbled a note to Celeste this morning and lejt it 
with her maid, saying I should have to deny myselj the 
pleasure oj dining this noon with her and a jew guests 
her nephew and girl jriend jrom South Louisiana and so 
i asked ames to drop in around 12 so we might have 
asip oj port bejore going to tow where the Club 
ceases serving dinner at 2, did not arrive at 
12 but Blythe and Joan did at 1*14 and when they 
Saw me all rigged up, L simply and jrankly 
explained I was expecting to leave jor town in 
:j ew Minutes, They came in and 3 ait down but just as 
they sat, James arrived and ojj the ladies went 
m one. direction and James c nd I in another. 

It wasn t very hospiti hie on my part but I, myselj, 
should prejer anyone, were circumstances reversed, to i 
the matter as I did. The dinner was jine and we were < 
until just bejore we lejt when jour ladies came in for 
Ora, asistcr-m-law named Henry B, Alcott, and I know : 
Ora looked splendid I thought and James conjirmed and i 


I thought oj the c age about there 
small g ..ins when little Miss Lee 
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that a system, had been evolved in the face of the scarcity of 

newspapers, enabling her to get caught up a d a b on 

her reading. f hive heard 'bout the Michel Ange volume and 

naturally I am impatient to round it up on a 

recording, It is so wonderful to h- 31 oppwrtun ty to 

build up this treasury of data on Florence so th t when 

one gets or und to return to Italy, so many things 

will be so much more a part 0 / one as one 

recognizes places associated with Ren a issance persond ities 
With which one is already acqua nted, May the good work go 
ste :dily ftrw a rd, I find myself wondering sometimes if the 
absence of such acquaintance with personalities and periods is 
why Natalie found Versailles such a dis¬ 
appointment. 

The three members of the Walker family in 
rapid succession have been experiencing what the 
lady dcotor terms "the 84 hour flu". 

The brand that seems to be making the rounds in this region 

as of now seems to last for just , out th t length of time, 

and j like sea-sickness, ills the'patient with the fear he 

isn't going to die. During the P4 hour oeriod, 

the pains are devastating, Mrs. ’Walker's mother 

told me her daughter lost a hout five pounds over the weekend. 

The hoy had it Friday, Mr s. "alker Saturday, Mr,Walker Sunday, 

I gues3 nobody passes out with the flu inteslf but it is said 
one has to be careful about the aftermat when pneumonia 
so often follows in its wake, 

* 

I, S,Willrd called la night. She had been in Hew rleans 
during the middle of the week and a ttended somemeeting or 
other, at the conclusion cf which she was invited to join 
warren Og^en who says his next trip is the Jree'eian isles, and the 
Rocket who is getting plumper, and the Lost Word 

who is reported to be the Lost Word as usual. What chitchat doesn't 
filter through a b a mboe hedge to a hermit who so seldom road runs . 
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Tues iay , ^tftnary 18th, 1963. 


Memorandum: 

t, - C' 1 

Fair and cold, 

■The thermometer staggered up from 
its 80 degree low of the night to almost 
40 under a brilliant sun, melting about half 
the snow, and then sagged down again in the afternoon 
to return to its 80 degree mark tonight , 

The greenswards all present a white edge of 
white n nd places where magnolia leaves cast a sh dow on the 
ground, the white blanket remainsEach house, if viewed from 
the air, would present a pattern of contrasts, the shouth side 
of each house where the snow melted is gray with 
exposed shingles while the other half, slanting toward 
the north where the sun coul'n’t reach, remains pure 
white. We are promised the s me clear skies 
and the same chilly atmospher for the ensuing three days, 

James dropped in this fternoon, 

I handed him the Herald Tribune article about Manhattan 
galleries and if he remarked once, he remarked half 
a dozen times how kind he thought it was of little Miss 
Lee to forward same, We read the article and found it 
excellent and we consulted the map which is 
certainly a handy item, especially for James 
whose acquaintance with Manhattan 
is based solely on reading. We 

are going to have occasion to refer to the piece many a 
time in the future and gratitude to little Miss Lee 
will continue to echo, 

I coffee-ed across the fence this 
morning and found mine hostess 

bubbling with anticipation of places to go. She 
takes off early in t he morning for South Louisiana 
to visit friends and relatives in the 
' r ansura area, planning to remain until the end of 
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copy 


r i, ‘ * t 


the week . I cm net sure when she and J. . . 

p 2 c » to journey to the coast, — Biloxi, but th t is 
possible next week. In any event, she > 

7 lent i one i she will not he at home 

on her birthday which is the 85th. In last 

Thursday 's Cane^iver Memo, I 

mentioned February birthdays, sn^ndwiching her 
name in between Abraham and George but 
I reckonshe scarcely jinds time ts read such tiresome 
trash or, if she does wade through it, wasn t amused 

to find herself in such cemvany as the Foudning father and t,ie mancipati 
Verily, come to think of it, those three names do offer 
a n extras dinary trinity * 

I saw the artist but only ^or a couple of 
minutes this noon when she came to the fence to get 
the sweater and package of peppars Blythe h d left with me 
for her. I thought she seemed fine, oames 
hq.d stopped at her cabin before coming on here and had 
much to report aboutlccal gossip, 
the most interesting bit yf domestic doings 
revolved about the artist s grandson, son of 
Clyde Cl-ude Emmet L c vis and her daughter, < J ackie. 

Junior D„vis livewith his mama, v ackie, 
across the road from the artist. I may 
have mentioned Juniorbrought his pregnant girl¬ 
friend, daughter of Murphy Brown, to live with 
\im and Jackie and the other children. I guess that 
was in October or November. Hell, in any event, 
the b by arrived a fcw seeks b a ck and Junior 
decided he had already had enough of unwedded bliss and 
his pseudo wife thought she had had enough of 
home life under another's roof and se 3he returned to 
Murphy's } t ouse oil the &c leaving the new baby 

on the Bermuda high with Uackie who deesn t 
w a nt the child,. The baby's grandmother resents such 
performances and 30 on and so fbrth. 

A letter from the University of Mississippi—of all places ,— 
arrived today fryn a lady who is a fraternity house ythcr 
touching on the scuffling going on in Oxford. I shall send it along 
later for - want to run through it again.,.,,. 


Tuesday, February 18th, 19 63. 


Lear Lady, 

It xas such a pleasant surprise to 
find.y ur dandy letter in today's p~>st. 

1 had not known of your departure 
fram^slumbus in favor of Oxford and I am glad 
to be brought up to date. 

1 think i have not met your Miss Clayton although 
blind folks tend to forget identities, especially 
iflets cf people chance to come into orbit about the same time, 
at 1 ast that is the case with this bki nd one. 

At pilgrimage time especially, one meets sc many 
people on two successive afternoons that often 
everybody fades from memory rather quickly and,.^a few years 
later when somebody appears nd says I am bound to remember h a vinj made 
contact before, 1 find myself quite at sea. 

Ysur reference to the Oxford, scene interest me much. 

Frankly, I am depressed by the whole business, — 
depressed and confused. I think ofjohn chapter 5, 
verse 16, --"For God so loved the whorld that He 
gave His only begottn son....." 

and in view of all the tomfoolery going on in the .world from 

Eden to Oxford, I find it difficult to figure o u what there is about 

it that He was so crazy about. 

According to the >ig wigs in the medical field, esnecjally in 
the psychiatric field, ei^ht and fraction ocople 
out of ten are wacky and I am prepared to accept their 
dictum as gospel. 7c preen our feathers with pride as 
we call ourselves Christians but eight and a friction of us 
seem to pay not the slightest attention to the Ten 
Commandments and the Golden Rule. Merrily we break the 
laws of Christianity a nd then, oddly enough, 
seem surprised we find ourselves in difficulties, even as 

a man, defying the laws of gravity, jumps out of a ten 3 tory window and the 


















hear the brunt of -one 

specially for the politicians since 


the lowest incomes 
makes it easier, e 
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•.morandum • 

Fair withal with freezing hy night and thau ? l ' l 9 hy 
that m^st of the snow has disappeared and 
HU of the ice in the Hj sugar pots is vanishing. 

There was a mild flurry buzzing around Natchitoches, 

thanks to a tale set afoot hy Charles and , I. 

suppose. A few months back. Carmen called me one ,ay 

iwfivuyr://Ve IT: ss:,« *« *. 

r. : 

^ans, engineered a city election oil a sale J . 
tax, The Enterprise came out against same w 
phnr* 7 * o * Times as usual j ’took us 

“r.«*«*• r r v n , Q s :u c cC i:. n 

Ito. or three topics told fc*r that 

I hl’fVppltef aeal’e’s U^an’dUad exacted Enterprise 

editorial policy • "^rS^Sd^^los'arr^icio.it 

sW®£ 

enterprise from behind the bamboo curtain, that,is 
alright with me. 

It is said that HatchiUches » r J»« "/ 

tl.e smallest propertyenlarge prlplrty holders especial ly 

*«« «* 

accord.:&» ?»«!«»« *» plcco ropoimo ta«. • 
n s »st«-n 0 / sales taxes so that Me peepie 


if he survives, manifests astonishment that he should have got bumped. 
All this prob : bly mokes sense readily enough to 
one and a fraction out of ten hut since. I must he in 

the eight end a fraction group, I am bound to be wacky and accordingly 
only find myself ingreater gloom 


uacie.1 matters as handled by Mississippi and 
Louisiana"politicans, seem tc fall into that category of 
the California politician whs declared that 
in a democracy the jU^Utr'of free speech is 
os precious that we must-be careful to whom 
we give it 

I think JehnGalswcrthy put the matter rather 
neatly when he observed: 


"Peace sn earths",,- we pray and sing it 
And pay a thousand priests to bring it. 
After two thousand years of saying Mass 
We've got as far as poison gas." 


i4s for liffe at this bend of the river, 
it seems to jog along much as usual with sufficient 
variations to make in stimulating. The 
Chinese magnolias usually come into flower about the 
3 1st of January hut they are a couple of weeks 
l a te th i3 -year. 


Yesterday f snow fell in the a»fternoon, which we 
really didn t need butone accepts such visitations 
with whatever grace one is able to summon up. Another 
couple weeks ani the ploughs will b eturning and x shall be 
concentrating on a vegetable garden and before it 
see ^s possible, summer will he >ack once more 


j. appreciate you kindness in writing and 1 trust 
you will find an opportunity to t ke pen in hand again real soon. 


Yours cordially, 


-t. • 
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Pr ° P Vii%*TX>v‘uZlaf^StleTllne '"fpatpla a 

vre sent -their views. The \Valuers and I got quite 
! laujh,when I 'phoned them to let them know 1 
was directing their editorial policy. 

I. S,Willard called me last night, beginning by saying 
that it was two minutes before 10 o'clock an 
news ts« r->d all she wanted to say was to as* «« 
the 2699 calendar was the same as the 1963 o e. 

kss:: ass^M- 

‘!.fo <»«*»» 

ti>- arsaif 4? t*. rr*v*»tJ», **"'..**.,„ 

al.« i »»• fr.M tfc. rang' sT^S.ff 

I q«t eighty little of the ngamarole. there was somezning 
last night about somebody UxBnltt imore 3« iin 3 
„ hlack eye but who the person was , whether male or 
'female, and how the identity of the person tied in with 
her interest, I never did comprehend, 

•* 

It wasn't surprising that, so.Jar as-my o haps 

revsTtei, neither the Urns-Picayune ns r the Shreveport 
Times resorted White “ouse doings last nght when . 

800 people, according to one yesterday radio report, stated 
Te Present mild le presented with a *»*?!?*“' 

on rivil Bights since 1864 and that many of the guests 
would be of color. What with the n~ for newspapers 
q + ill nwa ting an end -- if ever -- to tie 
current strike, I assumesuch an event as this one wou . 
be likely to circul te much in printed form in tie 
metropolitan area• 
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Thursday, February 14th, 19 63, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cold with another fr~st scheduled 
for tonight. 

he thought occurs to me I hod. better net 
busy and knock ff a note to Russel 
suggesting the . ost Office department he prayed 
to issue a comnmorative staup observingJ. e 
250th anniversary of the founding of ■ atchit .. ^es 
to he celebrated next year. 

I reckon the best way to handle such a mailer 
mu Id le t- sujyest that the ch irren. >/*'>• 
dr inns write the 'letter hut since the chairman 
Chances to he Charles Cunningham, perhaps the secon - 
j»-«t approach would be through that strange man 
who is parked behind the bamboo hedge down . *« 
river from Natchitoches itself. 'sll , we s iOl 
see what'we shall see although I realize that 
if the stamp is to be turned out in 1963, the 

wheels ought to s tart turning forthwith. 

James came -'own this a fternoon bearing a hunch of 
baskets of .fresh strawberries, some for actoss > ie 
f e nee and s ome f r th i s , s toe , 

Since Natchitoches is the first permanent settlement 
in the Province of Louisiana, 

a territory new embracing some 30 odd States, 
seems to me the founding merits some national 
recognition, what with a third of the entire nation 
being involved in that original expanse. 

*" s . The post brought sever .1 letter , inclu.ing 
one that seems to.be characteristic of 1 . ~ . 


u y Valentine sits before me on my desk and. I love it 
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Fri day , February 15th , 19 63, 




that tk« description ./ the she J?» 

t„ mind is cou-hed in a way that only little 

Irma could dash o//. 

The letter from James Cain was cm 
unexpected pleasure /or it seems quite a while 
^iio’e lost I head from that quarter. I hope he 
do'esn t autograph it with theRecipient s none 
included so thqt I may pass it along to little 
’'iss Lee . 

■ C "TsT/lli /aAAlfeTslnday. 

IZVlle last Mini -tent end what with three ££*.»»»» 
elapsed since Sunday. I Had U asfc for olartfsoaU.n. 

It seems the Natchitoches times listed the names 
oj several people noted at the L ountry Clu■ on 
Sunday. Carmen was mentioned 
those oresent and James and Lestan., It s s 
seldom the two latter make the society notes that 
their appearance was certainly unexpec ea. 

Thanhs to clear skies, the sun, although 
nrmdurlna scant heat, has somehow succeeded 
in melting most 9 / the snow except where shade iclps 
pat-hes 0 / the stuf/ to linger on. 

A large envelope .from the *adam’s eldest son 
came to hand in today’s post, t- 0 . It contained 

ones J.T lesion 

aid 'pflitiTal matters He general tenor of the 
* 'inli P aures none 0 which I r ead throughout hut merely 
T-lce f at’, seeled to he oi.lently anti-Kennedy. I 
f ind .the tendency U chip aioay at the peter Keeping 

thincs intact a paradoxical sort 0 / thing,-- 

aaainst the system on which tieir 


thincs intact a paradoxical sort, jj . 

_ of resentment against the system on which tieir 

lm existence deoends most. *ut then, there are so many 

things I can t /igu e out . 


Uemor ndumi 

Centinued fair and continued ceId. 

, + - nTear sYu and a chilling east wind, 
the /was avlgl.c sort ^ haa ^ut 'tTbrell Trough even though 

Sf tVerT/XXl«• 

are promised mere chilly t(ie 1Z U ch snowfall reported from 

there wasn t anything g« . * Auburn, I . . f 

Auburn. Hew Ur*. ** sp ‘f tilt {lace sometime to see if any of 

Zm/MVV. lipfeA liutation if it stUl stands. 

James dropped in this a/*™"* tVtUr IVw.VolT if out of 

never cense to wonder how it , ^‘s so wonderful if it is Seed 

of waw rather than cream. 

■ Jfl „. brought many messages fr.mXny with ^tMed 

last night. James says he plans xo j v *, y Konie Jor 

around ^ SOt \/J%f'‘V,rt f//" Have-lund, the hip .peratien 

l/af/reselt dulled a •»««» f// B TZd'ef /fence has 

Vtill'Te/t seen to he - tie to IftlYn/ which . in view 

& ZlX l A and foresee, seems very antedllua 

fames had ^ 

'VlUTst "Miss 'XV/Ull } a ;/\ r ’ 

Alrtist lislihesbeth Seth 
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Sunday, February 17th, 19 63. 


and Carmen so much that they are inter-changeable in her mind and 

the truth of the matter is that it is Carmen and not eth who 

ordered tlic pictures. Once a long time ago I had the artist 

make me some small pictures which Carmen saw drying along the tool,case 

when she passed this way. Carmen got some little ho-rds of the same size 

and sent them to me, asking me to have the artist duplicate the 

ones painte ’ for me. The artist had charged me seventy cents a piece 

for tu* ones she did for me and she charged Carmen thirty five cents 

for the three she did for. her. I asked the artist* how it was 

she charged me two dollars and ten cents for mine and only thirty five 

cents for the ones she did for Carmen and she blandly 

explained that that was because Miss eth is poor and I am 

rich. Smile. 

Last night listened to the Bible slappers, especially out of 
Tulsa, Chklahoma, as ii my custom, they are so wacky, Dr. Billy 
James harjes or however he spells his name, is a prise political 
Bible slapper and he announced how he had keen terrified to the point 
awakening his wife one night last week when he had learned from 
General or ex-GeneralWalker, an overnigh guest in his ho’.se, that 
1964 would be the last Presidential lection in the United States. 
ex-Generil Walker and B. J. H. had figured ou some time back that 
the hommunists would take over the country in 1976 but the aforesaid 
,lalker had taken the world's pulse since Oxford and discovered the 
take 9 er would be moped up to 19 63 instead. It must be sometime 
after the first week in fhvember or in December since there seemed to be 
no doubt that the election would take place before the end. 
g 

Today James brought me a clipping from the^hrev port paper, 
announcing that Messrs Harjes and Walker are starting out on a coast- 
to-coast platform tour of cities between Miami and Los Angeles, 
comsuing the month of Larch, during which time they will 
acquai nt their audiences with the impending doom One 

wonders just how wacky people can get and still atrract audie ces as I 
suppose this "sister act" will prehahly do. All 

I can o r serpe at the moment is that were I Mrs. H&rjcs and my husband awakene 
mq jrom a deep sleep to try terrorising me with such to foolery, I 
most certainly would give him something to remember me bye. 

9 

And so runs out another week and may the weekend be 
peaceful in Lyme . 


Memorandum • 


Fair with a 60 day to 32 by nighf range. 


I had a few pilgrims an Saturday but nothing interesting 
and the mail v)as on the modest side with a letter or 
two o scant moment and the James M. Cain novel bearing 
a me not unknown to us as its title with a 
full page of dedication. 

James came down this afternoon and we supped in town 
before dark, in fact we were hack home before sundown and 
Jcjmes did not sit down as he wanted to call Kay early tonight. 

I had a story to relate to him that isn't 
particularly amusing although it typifies approach es 
to subjects ab'Ut which, because if the approach, le~ve me 
quite be-fuddled. 

* 

Dorothy Cohen was across the fence when 1 dropped in this 
noon. She had a book on Greek play3 which she left i with 
our hostess in order the h tter might read exerp s from the 
plays which Agnes Muirhead *is going to read from at 
a college lecture this week. 

Uorothy finally departed and mine host, mine hostess and I dined 
very pleasantly. Just after mine host had left the table, 
mine hostess s artled me when she suddenly turned to me and in 
a frantic voice and demanded : 

"Why on earth doesn't Washington do something 
for Daphne . ." 

9 

Hever having heard of Daphne except in legends, 1 assumed the 
question had to do about something in the Greek theatre but that 
wouldn't explain the bursting point reached so unexpectedly by 
the inquirer. 

She wcut on to say that if Daphne left her husband and took the 
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onday, February 18th, 1C" 3, 


Jive children wi+h i 

-* nr- ~ 

“ Z ZZr?'* j *'»* £tU WllT «* «.* «. 

a C'omunist. 5 married t ratfl «r 

fgf. the L *uisiana mother*? Wi3e u,lder existing* W/ ‘" /4as 

r„ ° UJc,r< '‘ c. 0 j o P0'“rj, »„* 

•‘■it View of the t'm'i • ■ ’ * 

t! C'U,U t' ll3 „ ,, *"* ArAWta,.'*' **>»« 

*■' day. .. t I ? s av Sister j i>-„„ 

£«*, **« *w'.W Stlu'J™ « **• *" *»■»» 

«< 1,U dli *‘ d °' Uat * *f til s’ 1 ’’•oidn't t„-„ 

it »as clscidld tlA 'S 11 ™’* %?r ap ‘ 1 ’•*« »«r« 

«uM pass this ,! ‘ a: i d “<p< tkatn.V wer ' «»■* s. 

U<- iacfy a ?»d it Scr apioefrs. Y a h°J i°l^ 9e • after 

what u,itl ,le 3 *“«V t<i e /■-! ? 2 ** 0 * <* 

nilt- ''J fiaue never hl e n lli l 9 a,ld anithet noY+]" Y aehin 9 down 
° 0USin **$e»e went u w ork 9 irai 0ht ed out in L "'* 8 *•<!., 

‘ Wcr * o» J" orcffir • y 

-4 cou P 2 tf 8 , * /ie »»or.-/«w. * 

Ur »ugh, asking fil l a!ld s *uer a 2 U1( , . 

'witt'T* t6 3ee »** hints!* CaUs cow* 

Wi22 nr P ?«,! * asA 's Hrt/J "Wltas this 

yicludinj the Shril*i *+° eekenda S” f C9min ° en frid a y 

tf *« first P i ace V? P nY ceni i agent I ** P e oole; ’* a 
although thel ii V ie Chi 'iese mnlnlu as ^rne. In * 

plao% 


^forc foldin' uYmYY bUSy a!ld k nock off 

tf *e bunder's''hi?*?!! heard ' 1 hold the {{ SOme mil 

cr 3 birthday m~y t 9 r< .jT? thought 
~V ~e redolent f or rest i 


Memorandum ; 

t began drizzling at daybreak an? has kept 
going straight ahead, gently hut with persistence, The 
thermometer is in the 50 r s« 

s ft 

Tornado warnings were issued at IS iSD , covering 
the hours from 4 to 8 this evening, A program was 
interrupted to give the alarm and stated that a tornado mijht 
be expected "either side of aline from Lake Charles, 
twenty miles in width". Possibly Lake Charles was the 
line that wa3 meant although 1 assume there was one phrase 
omitted, —the line presumedly running from Lake 

Chaires to somewhere such as Shreveport , La,, or Jeredian, Hiss,, or son 

such point since it usually takes ms e th a n one 1 ne to 

m a ke a line. During the afternoon there were some strong 

gusts of wind but 1 heard no tornado roar and now 

that 8 has come and gone, I assume the distrub a nce has 

blown itself put, 

I found Sister Frances Jerome and at p-ther :m?i 
across the fence at the coffee hour this morning, ihey 
h a d come down to look over the scrapbooks in t he big house 
and I escorted them thither and tried to make things 
comfortable for them . I might have returned t cn hour or so 
later to see how they were faring but I didn t since 
1 assumed they w ere there to work and not to chat, I 
did not attempt to show the new nun the severed houses 
i;j v fig gardens, what with the r ain descending and the gardens 
float / They were still upstairs when I went to 
dinner but had departed before I had wrapped up 
the food hag, Tfie new nun is just as nice as Sister ranees 
Jerome and 1 hope they will both he back. 

Mine hosoess had remarked to me as I was foresaking the coffee 
cups that Joe Henry is in the Natchitoches hospital for minor 
surgery", 1 didn't ask for particular s naturally, 

At dinner the clerk told me the same thing but didn t 

use the words, minor surgery , He did say, however, that 

jse was there for a circumcision r however that w~rd is spelled, 

I think I never heard of a person of fifty having such a:i 
operation. 


iu L yme,,.. 
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Memorandum s 

Yesterday's ra n registered 8 inches, Jt '" aS 
rtartlv "lov.dy today and 50-is/i. tonight s rad.o 
tilks a'out a 4 inch snow scheduled for the Lyme area. I 
hold the thought it may, not come off. 

About 8 this morning, a messenger arrived to say that J. E 
w as in the'' liana garden, wondering where I wanted a couple 
of pecan trees planted. It wasn’t two minutes Wjre 
I was in the^hanc garden, deflecting J. H. s gase 
the middle of the garden which he was eyeing wit.i f z v,r as 
likely spot. I got the sites changed to 
two other spots far beyond the hqna locale. 

1 took the opportunity to point out several Things I 
wanted taken care of when a crew was available, —no account. 
trees taken down, grading and so on. 

I was lad of the opportunity to listen to further 
oar titulars"the Eriarwood distress over electrical blll8 > 
It seems Miss Dormon made strange noises when her Hoyenber il. 
arrived in December. J. U . sent several people to investioate 
and they discovered whqt Miss Dormon had never guessed, to wit 
c ' , serviced tv her electric water pump had »een irol 

/or"whai ? was*estimated to have been, about a month . the glow o 0 
'had kept the electric pump in constant operation ut . . 

Carrie had never paid any heed to the unending pumping around 
clock. She cnceded that such operations was ..ouna to 
run up her electric bill and she finally paid it. 
nth December and especially January being such cold . onths th 
year, it is underst nda*U that the need for constant heat 
for the greenhouse must have keen as constant as was the 
drain caused by the broken water pipe c n the pump. 

Whether Miss D. can he made to comprehend this isn t ^ 
clear"as yet. The current fuss is a' out the seventeen collar 
bill for December or January, —a figure which doesn t seem o 

Lw the briarm.A l/’furpAV.f iir&iav’^ 


When x went for today s mail, a. a. saw me 
from his office and said he had something he wanted teask me. 

And what he wanted to ash me was whether Caroline Dormon was 
possessed of sufficient funds to ttx pay her electric bill. 

ust as we had anticipated when we heard she oas having 
her greenhouse heated with electricty, so it turns out 
to be that the amount of electricity being used is rather 
more than she had anticipated, ——about seventeen dollars 
a month. 

'The system has been checked and re-checked and the 
amount of juice being used conforms to the requ irements 
and the cost seern .3 to be in line with the r ates charged 
d 1 su scribers. J. E. says 3he is worrying ValleyElectric noisely 
and is threa ening to go to bat with him about it again. 

I asked him if Valley Electric didn't have some sort of a fund 
for extraordinary cases and he said it did not. I 

suggested that if neither he nor alley Electric u)& ted to foot the 

bill, perhaps we mightwr te to several of Carrie sr affluent 

friends such as Y.csdames Storm, Lutcher— Stark, Steam Register 

, »d so on, asking them if they would care of absorb the 

electric bill. He says he c9\ild reduce Garrie s bill immediately 

by cutting off the line supplying, the greenhouse and a shed me what 

I thought of that and I i sked him, by way of response, if 

he wanted by doing it to kill her tender plants and he 

didn't. E e will mull over the matter tonigh and 

speak with me again on the morrow about it. In the 

mea time, Carrie will go on fulminating against 

Valley Electric because she simply refuses to comprehend 

that it costs money to heat a conservatory with e'leatricity. 


Lay the founder's birthday week be short, the holiday 
weekend long and withal as little Miss Lee would have it.... 
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ednesday, February 20th, 2963 


indeed he Jar from affluent but 
certainly has been long on c''"" 

It's so trifling, it is 
I shall refer to it hecavt 
felts as though a night s; 

went give the killer . 
afternoon and the rooster 
to drinking cup, knocking the 
clipped claws drew blood in 
little hut the singlestrike 
my hand feel numb ft) 
the day the Lady -- 
powe r 

at the am i> 
single, mid-air pass 
to he <— 
pets they 

Over the ce> fee cups 
not told Pat he was going 
reported the news to *Juanita E 

Pat which chanced to he t thinK ne 

Sli/PrWin V Ufl&v UjL 

such relations, 

The artist called meartund 4 this yf* r ' 100 ” to a f 
t liked the picture she h a d "sent me by ».r. Pipes* . 
t 0 tell her I hadn't seen Pipes for ne iad gc> e jf 

V. tie cai a»>. t, i>.ea» Pjr*. «. <> •»;«J«! 

ioe jo iifed *heads in trying to s pecvlaU » « ■•' 5 » 

Hint, Uc»**»*«£*' TVranrA If la X«uV...l. 

+.hnt urae as to motive. Strange gas, 


ridiculous to mention euw 
se it,impresses me, Sy left hand 
tick had hanged into it. 1 
Lndy Amhcrt pheasants some wa -er -hi 
• h.cw up and struck at the hand iol<. 
i ater helter-skelter, the 
three places but tore the glest 
was osf such force as to make 
. r half an hour or so afterward • i,V9m 

■' --V YulZU WVit SMS&.d 

behind their wallop but even so, a 

ItZlVlTn tU' far aid,'3/ 

certainly leave something to e cesire , 

this morning I learned that Joe had 
to the hospital on Monday •_ -e2es 
1. on Holiday and she called 
iust at the moment . H, was in 


2( j me "rom the current i sue ejogue 
• rttales which I enjoyed in spite of my 
, to et on with domestic chores. x hc 
nore Se^rs is certainly well bundled. nere 
"out every line in the article th ■ t reminds 
i'llie, —so much energy end so bossy. 

is manning When I went to.feed Low Paul 
I sensed something was p, Louella 
o care for toast Mid coffe.e or even for her 
cracked corn. °hc seemngly maintained 
tares but she didn't fol me, 
te open aii' r when I went on to feed the 
e stepped through the g te and began 

“‘ji hour liter, when 1 , . 

,au she was inside the Unicorn Hr use fiddling 
51 .-! in nart - ula r . did except -in storm 
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Thursd y, February 81st, 19 63 


Memorandum ; 

Cloudy and raw, It was 63 yesterday noon and 3 7 this 
noon and, eh'. the difference in the arrangement of 
those digits• It was still cloudy but mild at 8 this 
morning hut a cold e st mind arose before 9 , sending the 
thermometer skidding, We are promised something like 80 
for tonight's low and a chilly Saturday to follow, 

A little pin point rain, sleet and snow combined to 
dampen things a little early in the afternoon bu there 
wasn't enough in the combined effort ts dampen the ground, 

Unlike yesterday a ft? moon, this afternoon was 
without interrupt on hut the chill impelled me. to undertake 
little out of doors, The President's news conference was 
scheduled for 3 o'clock and I made it a point 
to he indoors at that hour but to little 
satisfaction on my part. Just as things got under way, 

Carmen called torattle off a lot of uninteresting chit-chat and 
when she hid finished a Shreveport operator buzzed me and 
took quite a time esia h l shing contact with somebody from that 
quarter who wanted to bring somebody to see Melrose on lues'ay at 8 
by the time I had finished with tho e two calls, the press cvnferen 
was over. I hope I may have luck in catching up with a re-bro.idcas 
tonight, 

» , 

Three or four people called afterward, the point 
of these culls being to express their pleasure with today's 
Cane n iver Memo which T thought very kind of them. 

The copy of today's paper did not come to hand in today's 
mail and so I was glad when James called on the 'phone t-i 
explain the layout which, as I understand it, 
includes a reproduction of a card from Madame Alphand, 

I shall try ts get little Miss Lee's copy of the paper 

off in Saturday's post as there will of course be no out-going 

m il on the morrow, 

I asked Carmen if her Red Cross office would '•« open on 
the morrow. She said that tomorrow is only Friday and of 
course it woul: 1 be. She assumed I had skipped a day and 


she will begin placing come big wnye ~ 

a view to begetting herself a family lef- e •S 

“ucks and geese rho haven't parenthood in v 
an egg here and an egg there, any el > pi -ce whe 
-or mornin troll rnd they alwa ys do thte ir It 
before 8 or 8 :30 in the morning, but when Ihey 
giving thought to ie-getting r family, they atai 
depositing their eggs in one place in' ■»«”? 
matter much to them just where that spot is anc. 
the middle of a greensward is cs ® P J, 

secluded place in bushes. L he ducks {'[ ”+1 cti 
in this ire a don't bother much a bout cons.r eti 
although they always cover the eggs when *‘*y 
A goose, on the other,hand, if she has mode p 
minn i y eggs for her offspring m the open, 
scoop out the good earth to a depressed SP 
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Friday, February 82nd, 


Mens randum 


' i the of/ice is not open. 

~_j might be when I 
I explained that 

■_.i, esquire, who got h 
said she had /orgotten 
itact other 
or closing on 
This holiday 


M ^ ***£? 

iffiees in town and decide about remainin t>pe_ 

uihat their policy turned out to be. — ~ — fi out . It 

i: tUs practice 

seems so odd • 

tf.jo a/tern*#n to asfc ny advice on 
Mrtw'al■ ?i/i seleJ^r C.loU »h... UrtMay 

is Zifay. f«a»ita B. sail that ,k. a«4 Ht oni «<•• 

children head tut v-lleytc visit Pat's grandn.th.r 

it like a re . e , e d J 3 hetween lO a.D. and midnight and 

tlTs clmtsuli, «... »•» »«! " t ^ r "/;r.ui5 tlVnV.’he 

I *,,« try t. g.t a l.tter ,}} U SP*"** on. 0} these 

days. J« «„ *. «• 

/ t as come to hand /rom - * nd to a letter /rom somebody 

lady would pay ^. Jls leti>er promptly but a s it arrived 

intended responding to, . e l v i h \ si J put the letter aside until 

:r.su%:«v^: r «». ; c . .^^v^*** 

with C y<ew to .con. P 2 ^f. “ lt ^S4 P that yet fhe thing 

oVrZWl.tl.So/stnr' jron tt. ?•*»* *»"* “ 


e to hand yesterday. It 
_I dn sending 

kl .r.rt’.m r/V 9/ 

aktut 4 days /or a letter to 

hut this one 
‘row /Jew i orfe the 
;i on on the /r-nt and 

SiJSli * :!d^ re ached* h.e re on the /ol 
b y lus rather than by tram-and 

r .l‘r {nlw whv the letter should have 


A letter /rom Joroo 
is interesting, as the 
it back to the Larsons, 
the journey. 11 usual 1 
travel /rom Hatches to 
was n//erent . It was 
18th according to the < 
was received in Habche. 

cancellation mark •» ti 

day 1 suppose m- : il n 
thal a ccouncs /or t ee 
t1u// City although 
gone t.o Hatches m t *e 

i ** !e “r laijli% e ?r S J° r . VZ* ' 

»»» »»»♦ sk l ia i// a i ietagine el «•*»»* * °* 

«« »*,►*«*» .'. Ji,. „ a J kielt levies J-ret 

«11 »>■ *»« 3 ! J /L JJh/,/ l «t mil* *! « ?»"» 

such a ride sees n?>thi. , r)l Cue would ? 

' I marvel at June's u ,a We* anyth ing-- 

’/el rose which represents ^ j P ts •/ a«rsi> 

heard as yet although h ^ £i21 ought 

should think that 1/ she / «s ».t the ti 

He to tell her that this P • in ^ ^gure 
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came into the store, 
icht use the 'phone and 

her to make the call r ej 
the girl, perhaps a round 10, 
if she could buy someice crea 
gathered her mama said she c-u. 

the girl put the „. 

and in a furry shouted Alrig 
...nan everyone was e J-y 

t** sail he didn t and Mr. MU 


’ehruary 84th, 19 63 


Sunday, 


One 9/ tnem usn ■©-- 
said she might hut adm~r 
he was expecting a c-li< 
railed her mama to a sk 
a3 She was serving. Cl 
charge anything whereup 
receiver hack on the 
stingy eld thing ... • w 
impressed and the 9 ir }* 
if lie knew the girl an 
said it was one of Dan 

e spoke o-f /latches ana s 
ca^e ua, the lever and thought 
the Goat Castle murder *V* Ur V 
that ohen he, James, was a hoy 
horse show in Hatches. On wee 
belonging te a worn n of c ° loT 
rUe th/mare on Saturdaysond 
long, to he held on Mte . luff 
knowing if o. fine ^panis 1 - 

he ashed him if he m S9 ht h.. . 
given. James was pleased, na 
the ribbon at the affair hut 
death when a stalion t owned •; 
tilt, broke loose, plunging a 


i emcran -urn : 

Cloudy and sprinkley Saturday, fair and 60 -ish 
today. 

Three hours later, the grapevine reported she had gone 
tc t'wn withJec for he weekly car: 7 game. 

Janes called at 9 last night *9 »«» »* , 4 ' 

*°± itt et a ZWiZStfJ::* 1 asttd’hin US, Us shunted 
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12274 


1227.3 


> *' c ^ • * 

(.# H V'v*’ i 


In Saturday's post cans a response to my 

'utUr U bV. 7,11 L.ng. *«»«*•’• saii h. was 

+ , „ n thmatter of the anniversary stamp with 
tl. prtpcr pssti 1 authorities f.rthm « c»rf ».«ld 

?**• r 3 uV^s ?. tin n 

lApf.l'Viiu ty a clearer Vesign and than «•»*«♦». 

Senator enclosing same. *he design asi mapped t 

- n± fleur-de-lis slap m the middle of the stamp 

to recall the *u a t*rsian part in the creating of the 
rluul na erritory. In the upper left hand corner 
L r, DD ears the d.r-.e of 19&4 and in the upper right 
1714 -with the legend along the top between the 
numbers reading "250th anniversary 

Pounding of Natchiitches ,, „ 

First town in Louisian territory. 

at lower right and left corner appears the numeral 5, 
nd between these corner figures, running along rhe 
base of the design the words U. Postage • 

-/.at tkt r.*t 0//tee ".party* “«« 

■ nid how if any, if may he guided by it, I wldn t Know. 
Perhaps* the stamp will never be put through but one 
will find that out eventually • 

Of ~nurse the logical way, under usu a l circumstances, 

. u t k„,n in have Charles 0 vnningham, as self- 
mrde l Chlirman 'of the 250th Anniversary Celebration , handled 
+ i s'i /■ thina But since Charles is harles, -—and 
tf,fl lla In*d.aal.u. an aysUr, 1 tO.ngkt* o. 

i nhead on mv own hook and Charles a.id Carmen will 
Ve distressed and, should the thing eventuate, will declare 

"he only does it to annoy becuase he knows it teases", 

t h ddv to hear from Ruth Cross Palmer who once 

t Banl. Urt I *.«» th.nrd /r.« *.r 

in 20 years or more -nd I hope the weather ^Pretty 
even the same in Lyme ...•.• 


Nonday, February 25th, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 

* 

Cloudy and temperate all day with 
a rain storm with thunder tonight as of ,now, 8:30. 

At the coffee hour, I was greeted by Juanita A. whom 
I had not seen in a long time. °he said 
she had driven her recuperating husband down „ 
and that he as at' the store. Celeste returned from a phone 
call and seemed bubbling s ; er with enthusiosm about her 
natal day, this 25th of the^month, —day not number of 
birthdays. 

She again, as she ho 3 often done before, pointed 
out how charming appears her Christmas gift from little -iss 
Lee which graces a side table by the chair in the ps*th of tie 
approach to the dining room and I am bound to say the 
gift gives just the right turn to Ihe setting and 
provides a note to the whole room which is grand. 

Camen called this morning as usual and then 
surprised me by calling again this afternoon. 

‘the reason for the second all of the day was to deliver 

» message which she was passing on ts me at the request of 

Rocket Ramsey. It seems that a month or 

so age either she er the Lest Word or both were supposed 

ts net some material for some publication regarding 

Natchitoches but, according to custom, she had not 

s tained it and .sc she had called Carmen to 

says she needed it right now. Carmen said she would 

out it in the mail today but the n cket said that wouin t 

do and that she had to have the written material 

right then a?t w there by ’phone. It was 

accordingly given, after which Carmen was reuqested 

to call me to say that the a ocket had to go to New Orleans 

for two or three weeks, after which she 

would be dropping in on me and that I should 

have my business in order so that ± coul' drop it 

forthwith end'take off with the^ocket for various jauhts 

around : nd j bout the Stages of Louisiana and Texas, 'dhere, or 

where and how many times have I heard that same thought ex- 
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Tuesday, February B&th , 19 63. 


Tt.tr. was p»« other p. »t ftr«. Uuch'd ... that 

3 0 715 Sind o/ a party »»*»9 ' l f I’J'Irfjfid 
Coiscopal Church House tonight and she smi 
that they were decora mg the tr.l es 1 - . 

[i r t* rulers* Th t was a new one jar me, —tat 

jao^ri 

c »y colors *ut if 1 live I may.learn. 

T had a fine example of hew careful business people 

s/ ** eii5U l, ‘ 

arf/cart, *« !<«■« *» «• »**«. 

expuls to. f y accenting that interpretation, 

»?,««» . . ..... 

*' ^ , n’ihlic survrisin-' th • users ry xc. e j u-a* *as*s. 

'TZH^er^el^'^rhad hien hy huw /atl.rc tut had 

attributed it all m pother Ja ure* ^ tfie tittles he mentioned 

il¥ k j£ulaVA \». »* °“ d “ wt **•" ” cre 

later picfctfd up ty the c:mp,ny and replaced altheutb 

Zalnl^y stliVc 3 .hT. WZ'.'l.’gtnrrinj ./ tU,'c,»v.r..U.n Herr «»<*«»*« 

5Uai w+i v..f reserved but when I mentioned casually 

Ta/l sometimes do a little column which occasionally is copies 

h . lamer newspapers, he immediately descended from h is 
j .i ) m r o m ahec nr nc nuitc chuw^fiy • Accic.ctit3 

Heir in theheet rcyulcUi cccHty end / haven* tntcnU.n, no ur 

■ ■ ..reins a racket ateut arc such »» C.ce-Celi u I 
think Mm Quisewhi'e would be well to put it all on 
the weather in this instance and let it go at that . 


Memorandum : 

* ^ 

Fair and chilly voith a promise of 
a sub-free sing point around 27 for tonight. The new moon is 
lovely tonight in a cl sudless sky. 

The J. H. Williamses d* d the J • H. Henrys took off 
for Biloxi this morning at 9. At 4*45 this afternoon 
Sister put in an una ntuncid visit. Late 
Thursday night i3 the time the two couples of J. H.'s will 
be br,ck from the Gulf coast. What others have for plans, I 
wouldn't know. 

ilfid thus T resume my office of Master of tiie Hound, 
somewhat complicated by a mistress e£ birds, cats and hounds 
operating on a looser routine than my established one. 

This morning's radio news out of th • carniv 1 area in the Crescent 
city reported a chilly rain rut the temperature, 

according to the report I received, wa3 apparently a matter of no moment 

to hords of street participants in the doings, so many 

of whom, both ladies and gentlemen, leaned more heavily on their 

masques and their hats than anything else to protect their naked 

bodies from the wintry weather. Verily, Mardi Gras is 

one festival I don t have to attend. 

By appointment t received Shreveport and Knoxville pilgrims 
t isifternoon and, marvelous to relate, they were only 
h a lf di hour late and got out before tfiyone else came along to 
muddy the waters. 

If 1 can find time to do a little reading 
between new and seed time or planting time, I should say, I think 
I shall run through* Hhurbcr’s Years With Boss once more 
for I enjoyed it the first -time which was a year or two b a ck. 
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Wednesday t February 87th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


Clear with dazzling sunshine and boistrous wnds 
all day• Fair tonight with a lovely waxing moon, 

Obvisly Lame Nature got mixed up in her c lendar and 
tossed us March winds inFckruary this year, 

I thought I heard a lion growling down my chimney several 
times in the last 18 hours. You may recall that 
the chimney measurements in this house are large, I 
keep a sheet of metal atop both of them to keep 
birds, especially chimney sweeps from inu ding the place, 

A long wire is attached to the middle of the metalic, 

sheets and to the end of the wire is attached a 

couple of bricks, hanging down inside the chimney. And so today 

when the Larch winds began -'lowing, they would insert their 

fingers under the metal and raise it up as far as it would 

go before the ricks would pull the thing h cck rad 

this constitutes the growling I hear as the metal slams b-ck 

down the op of the chimney n ' sends the vibrations roll ng 

i t -I. *i . long, "k v* a serge -- y iv + * my 

1 Ur’# , .p '-'e ’ b* ~r o- 1 -•* - J " 

-'A ' - r’f ' * ptir '* entitn ti.c c nge minis before 
the visitors hve entered to s ve them fr^m being startled 
when t’e intermittent b nging begins -.11 over ag in, 

I am happy to report that Sister departed today 
after 1 inner this noon. For the mos~' part, ell 
except rrbout an hour, she was r tional enough. Just after 
bre kfnst, however, she went mite wacky, denouncing 
J, H, and Celeste for having gone to Biloxi without 
having filed pi ns wit’n her in a’n-nce 30 that she 
wou'l 1 not have made the trie l^wn here without bef.ng a % le 
to see J, u , Ilian she swung -round and s tarted taking 
the hide off Beth Be-.fort Cloutier :nd sev* nol 
of Beth's friends, none of whom I had e rer heard of and 
I uitted the table, long cf*rc she had finished 
her frenzy. By uosu she seemed keck \o normal and 
m~y she continue thu3. 


j. s, Dillard mentioned 
chat with Kay$ she had gone t 
house, currently bein§ re-fur 
the progress cud was to take 
the contractor and with the ?t 
will instruct them with ideas 
I assume it must strike peopl 
husband never ■-•vpe^rs at the. 
orders are issued through a 1 
I have never understood[ the o 
hearth but a s Kay and James a 
-22 that matters, I assume ^ 


She claims she is w n ?ij to school a 
li d decide i she :r uld t. ke a few d->ys of, 
round d onw here. Personally, I *ou*t if 
she is Jt n.-g anything in school if, 
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Thursday, February 28 th, 19 63 


indeed, she is ideally matriculated. In the 
wake of la t week's holiday, if any, it seems odd 
she should suddenly take a notion to take i week off 
fsr a frolic ill the country but, come to think of it, 
one woul l be in err-r to look for 
logic in ny tf Jier <oings, 

I hid, not seen James since Sunday and so was not surprised 
when he •apeared this afternoon in spite if the f ct that 
he knows ednes^ay is cleaning d.njat Yucca, He 
seemed to h e feeling fine and says Kay is .getting along 
nicely, too. I showed him the eggs Louella 
had presented to me, the prettiest eggs yen 
can in' ine and. ’S he is usually quick tc .react 
to hearty of line, 1 thought these tt-nu-ted curves would 
appeal to him for e than they seemed tc, 

Indy an- 1 1 h d been digging ribbon grass when James 
apre . red and so I took pains to explain to Andy that 
wh-n he hui finished the ribbon grass project, I 
should like to h ve him tighten up the p» a ceck-guinec 
roost ne'jr the Unicorn House where I shall be prk.ng 
the guineas for two or three weeks when the 
vcgeta'le garden is being planted, he roosts had 
begun wavering a little in csnse uence ef h rd use ge and 
rnuch limpness, A ter oames left, I passed around 
to see how Ji dy hrd mide out md d uscovered the 
roost untsu-h,ed , I asked Andy ten minutes 

later how he h d mude out and he s d he hid mde it just fine, 
He Slid he had filled up the Unicrn House with hay as 1 hod 
suggested, I don't know which of us, Louella 
or Lesf'a ', was more surprised to learn the 

place where the eggs are being lain was suddenly -c a.mmed with 
hay. 

The gusts of wind were s~ strong they . blew off many 
of the flowers,—not petals but whole flowers, of 
the Chinese magn-lias, impelling me to hold * 

the thought a little more lamb and a -little 
les 3 lion may ch ractcrize the morrow s circulation,,,,,. 


Memorandum 


Fair this morning and cloudy this evening and withal 
fairly moderate in temperature. 

Sometime hack,‘the Walkers had asked if they could get 
some ribbon grass and some butterfly lily 
roots from me, I called r. Walker tod y and told 
him the plants were redy. Yes, he responded, they came this 
morning, 

I was momentarily puzzled for I hadn't sent 
any truck to town. Then it turned out that the 
Walkers had ordered some artichoke plants for me and that 
the order had arrived at The^nterprise this morning and that 
is what ^r,Walker had assumed I was talking n bout aid he 
had forgotten hut the stuff I had promised to provide them, 

I don't recall if I mention late last week that 
several o/ the pecan trees which had been set out■during 
the past month or so h a d been reported missing, A closer 
investigation proved they had not been stolen hut 
that some ef the plantstion teen-agers, having nothing to do and 
a ll day to do it in, had hit upon the happy i f ea of 
trying out their strength by seeing which had sufficient 
strength to pull up the planted trees, H a uing proven their 
phys>ca'l prowess anl mental weakness, they extracted the aforesaid 
trees which they simply cast aside, once they had demonstrated 
their muscular vigor In the country, even a 3 in the 
town, it would seem, a major pr'oblem is how to keep 
unemployed youth out of mischief, 

Joe Henry appeared for dinner today, —the first time 
I had seen him 3ince his operation, 

t 

James came luring the afternoon to bring me 
some money sent by Mu ; ame illspaugh covering 
some Hunter canvases sold by the store in 1961, 

Ifie store is effecient in paying its bills on general 
merchandise but the piety res which are a hobby with "Toosie" are 
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March '1st, 19 63 


Memorandum 


There was prolonged anging c bout in the heavens 
during the night and an inch and a half oj' rain fell, 11:is 
morning until noon was somber w:th he c vy clouds but 
the afternoon was utter sunshine and snight the 
waxing moon is splendid, A cool breeze kept 

temperatures down all day and tonight, the wind having died, down, 
it is pleasantly cool, sort of 40-ish, 

J^mes was at the camp today but lid net get over here 
b t I g 9 t a 1st of stuff done in the transplanting section. 

He called tonight to say Howdy and said hq was at present 
baking Irish potatoes, I asked him if it wasn t a 
ki late for supper and he explained that he bakes potatoes ahead 
of time and puts them in the ice h ox and then heats one a day 
or*so later when he feels like indulging himself on one. 

It was the fir,st time 1 ever he rd of l king potatoes in 
advance and I m wonder ing how they really do reictx to 
re-heating. My gues3 is a hiked potato, just out a the' 
first oven, would he better than one after it had been re¬ 
heated but that is only i guess on my part, 

he postman ou of bayou Natchez who brings the m.'il down 
the river, i 3 in bed with influenza • His wife served as his sub¬ 
stitute today* The first of every month means the postman 
h~s to <5 top at every hox for miles, what with Cld Age Pension 
checks appearing on the 1st^ One result vjds that 
the substitute carrier didn't arrive "here until sometime 
after dinner and although I made three trips to the Post Office 
this of terns on, I never did ;et my mail, what with the place chancing 
to he temporarily c1-osed ec.cbt 'time 1 made a round. Prom 
the store g Her , I could see there 'OS mail in my box but 
I shall hove to await the morrow before I get it, 

a 

At th-e coffee h-^ur I heard quite a few details c.b ut 
some of the darling dresses one might see at the P’can Jrowers gathering 
in Biloxi, There mwere messages from people attending 
the thing, including an especially darling couple who sent 


some thing else again and she invaribly pu s the money in a 

special drawer in the cash register and thinks to give it to me on 

contact but contacts are few and the lady forgetful although 

scrupulously honest. For my hookkeeping system, 

merchandise paid for after'a couple of year's interval from 

delivery date tends to get be-clouded, Them, a : ded to 

the originality of la Millspaugh’s method of business 

is her preference in the matter o Hunter creations to 

send me the ret a il mount received on a given picture 

which, as in today 's case, means that James was given the 

t^tal amount involved and he brought it to me and then 

I have to check on what j billed Millspaugh for same and 

then remit whatever their profit may he, all of which sounds 

like a mighty dab of doings over nothing much in particular, 

James also brought an advertisement, -- 1 believe he said it was 
from ■<ime, covering passage hy heat from Cincinnati to New Orleans 
which is just what June Larson must have been inquiring the 
other day, I shall drop it in the mail for her forthwith 
although for the life of me, I cannot imagine what 
anybody should want to use such a means of travel for negotiating 
the miles between Cincinnati and N e w Orleans, 

I should get a lot more out of an overland or air route, saving 

sufficient time tg top erff at various places 

along the rouie and at least end ^p with a fleck of 

impr essions more meaningful to me that the days 

sailing be ween levees without any view s ve the sky, 

I have recently scovered an all night radio program to my 
liking over some Chicago station, perhaps WBM, The 

disk jockey o whatever the mast rs oj ceremony of such programs are ca 

is Franklin McCormick who, if memory serves, used to 

announce the 'Jayne King programs years ago, e that 

as it may, Mr, McCormick presents tunes that are just my speed 

a nd sometimes tosses in some readings compora a ble o?i my palate, 

I find it such a luxury at 2 o'clock in the morning to find 
one '3 self impelled to fight off sleep in homes of 
hearing something delightful, usually losing the struggle and 
a wakening heurs later to find the same program continuing. And 
thus February comes tt a close and on the morrow begins 
a birthday month which 1 like,,,,,. 
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Sunday, Harsh 3rd, 1963 


, -Off t tv ... • , 

„ . t ■ * 

tonlin,, .(Id sprin, «a«,r. 

4 ntw ribbon on this reaching was evident te your 
bright eyes before you even epened this memo,, 

Thanhs to little Mise Lee, a new ene was te hand when I theught 
I had Pat te put it en for me. Unfortunatily Pat was 
net te hand, a peitnt I regretted, fer he is an expect, 

But an amateur in the persen ef the elork whe 
likes te fiddle in everything abo’ut ‘which he has er ha» 
net knowledge, get inte the eat and $e ^ 
when sitting down te this machine te try it eut, 

_ w — « . < i • j. r_ * -La._.• 1 J -!• 


much love and kisses, I did nothing hut receive same from 
this particular husband and wife s a ve with sheer joy although 
in my own mind I was recalling that I had had te hear dewn 
pretty hard en them a couple of years b^ck to collect on 
a couple of primitive paintings I had sold them, their credit 
strength resting at the time pretty much on their friendship 
for mine hostess. Perhaps it was that friendship connection that 
truned the final trick in the transaction, impelling 
the aforesaid couple eventually to settle the account. 

In /Jew Orleans, what with Mardi Gras out of the way, I 
a m hoping the wheels of State agencies may 
get in' mot ion once more. Three or four weeks *ack, 

I sought a ci py of a birth certificate for one of the 

members of the Melrose Rogers family, Tie birth certificate had 

be issued years back and merely a espy was heeded. The 

birth of the individual had been registered in Natchitoches alright 

and i had. been filed in 1Jew rleans, fer seme reason or other, 

S* r it seems that all births in the State have ts be on file in that 
place, although I cannot imotine any reason for such 

a system, any mor* than I could imagine why a person born in Buffalo 
should have to get a birth certificate from Hew 1 ork City, But such 
is the arrangement in the PelicanState and 

here we sit, weeks after application and payment of one dollar 
for the copy, Perhaps I had better 
reel off a column on such slip¬ 
shod operations of a State agency but there wouldn’t be 
anything novel about that since newspapers complain constantly 
about all the agencies, starting with the 0 ernor’s 
household and moving en down, 

Rest of the plan ation didn't work today but a fine frolic 
filled in the day when Berth Bluff, her mama, la Cheney, 

: nd her sister, who live in a cabin on Little “iver decided to move 
into Theresa's house, jus below the spillway, next 
te the one the artist once -ccupied ten years h ck, 

Eve y' r edy got trucks and wagons and before they knew it, the 
three ladies were in their new abode, Bertha Bluff 

is exceedingly thin, her sister very fat :.nd the t latter is never seen 
e?i the road or in the cotton patch that she isn t carry a big sack of 
bread on which she feeds :lmos constantly, ihe lad.ies d re 
on Welfare and dispose of much of their monthly stipend on 
liquor but the fat one llways saves enough aside to invest in 
hreud,providing her, I assume, 

with the kick that her sister nd mama seem to find in 
wet groceries only, . 


I made oh envelope first a* that I night nail it 

en the morrow t even fhavfk the print may play out before 

I get any further than thie point, * 

It goes i eithout saying I was enchanted to find a message 
from Lyme, as ef the 26th, awaiting me at the Pest offies 
Saturday a.rnin,. 

t is so niee teksep abreast with 'things via this prscieus 
gathering ef leaves from the ture hand ef little *its Bee 
J»d f am t#wc*«d by all things mentioned in the letter. That y 
eheuld h a ve sought the reference * te ny neighbor e 
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As Jar human contacts this week end, there were 
eneugh ej them, withal pleasant, but I eeuld have steed 
a little'mere time te myself and the Reyal, 

On Saturday afterneen eame Mrs, Walker, her *«>&• 
and eeme yeung lady I didn t knew, They left abeut 
4:30, taking with them a desen big eld eardbeard eartene 
ef stuff te be planted, they didn't say anything 
a beut any a rtiehekes that had been mentiened as being te hand 
fer me a day er se earlier, 

fa-hes eame fer supper and remained until dark and 
we bettl ‘had seme negetiating te de te get te his o or by 
the stere, what with all the trees everhanging the paths 
heqvily pepulated with 'irds, 

At supper T, #. invited James te dine with {gin and 
me as Celeste was planning te spend teday at 
Mansura er whereever with seme girl friends, Celeste 
weuld have been in a panic if she had suppesed James weuld 
be earning fer a pienie and se we agreed net te mentien 
that peint te her, 

This naming Celeste had several ef her girl 
friends whe were geing with her te eeffee and in the 
midst ef it she called me te say Billy Minten and wife 
a d a oeuple ef sens had drepped in and weuld 1 take them - 
eff her hands, illy was war elerk here and is grand but 
he and his wife have a psrfeet genius fer always arriving 
unanneunced at precisely the wreng tine, Befere 
I was. dene with them, Jarued Pratt with seme peeple 
frem the Texas Panhandle, all unanneunoed, tee, put in 
a n appear an ee, f Hewed by James and eventually 
he, J, H, and'1 brake bread tegether as seen as 
J, M % had returned frem attending ehureh in tewn. 

It is interesting that enee er twiee ef late J, H, has 
invited me te attend chUrch with him but I have deelined 
en e a ch eoeasien because ^• ^* l c annet be trust abeut 
geing and earning directly but rather may be expected 
te gem eff at a tangent aJ^eng the way, calling 
en Pecan Y a rk peeple 1 den t need te visit,, 

James had picked up at the Walkers the artiehekes fergetten 
yesterday and after I had gene with him te the camp fer 
a n heur er twe after dinner, I cam back and put the 
pl a nts in atemperary resting plaoe in the greund, 

A few mere peeple and a few little chares and se the 
weekend eemes te a elese and ins a new week and may it 
have been peaceful in Lyme,,,l,. 
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Menday, March 4th, 2963* 


liemerandumt 

Cleudy and warm, I think the thermemeter heevered areund 
70 during the night and climbed up-enly a few degrees during the 
day • v. :$ 

Ruth Cress and her Winnfield eempanien 
appeared an schedule and saw the Chinese magnelias 
at their seasenal prime even theugh this seasen's prime 
isn’t up te standard but is prebably pretty eneugh if ene isn't 
a os us tamed te seeing them annually fer oempartsen. 

There were-sgoretaries thisaftsrneen but 
they appared at K the wreng time and se I shall have the 
pleasure ef enjeying letters frem Lyme, frem New Orleans 
and frem Natchiteohes en the merrew. The envelepe frem 
Natehiteehes, surprisingly eneugh, bears the return address as 
"8 50 Anniversary Celebratien Cemmittee 

K 1 ■■ ' 
er seme suoh, Perhaps Washingten has leaked the eemmeme rative 
stamp afid, if se, ene mighty aoeerdingly find therein the 
assurance that the netien is bussing a Well, we 
shall see that en the merrew, 

, On this neen’s radie news, the lamentable infermatien came 

\ te hand that AftenVilla had burned te the greund areund 1 er 8 
e'cleok.this naming. Every year takes its tell ef te 
bellum -mansiens and I marvel, as the number is reduced frem 
year te year, that there are any at all left, 

? 'c s ... ... * ■ r > . ki o 5 i is . . 

I suppese I have mentiened h a ving been te Aften Villa en twe 
er three eceasiens, I jiked the appreach te the place,— 
the heuse being at the end ef a drive ef mess-draped cedars and 
hidden frem view ef the publio read, 

, Vi S 

Teu may r eeall that the «•» •/ Frank Percy, the latter eioner 
ef destreyed Greenweed, lived at Aften Villa and new beth father and 
«an have lest their ante bellum hemes, « 

• 

t Greenweed was stunning but I never eared fer the actual heuse 
a t AftenVilla al theugh the gardens were levely, —espeically 
the terraces ef oamellias. Whenever Aften Villa is 

«! • • C 

,, • » s.'!. •vi; 
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e « 8 i S V'» 

Tuesday, *areh 5th, 1953, 


J etv: • ««• V V : V TU. • • • • ■ 

I autematieally retail a remark Lyle enoe made te me 
when speaking ef the placet 

"I certainly am glad the CivilWar came el eng just 
when it did and cut eff the planters' inoemee ee they 
oeuldn't ruin quite all ef the Greek Revival architecture with 
herrible gingerbread Gethie ns at Aften Villa 

, ten: r oo n</\ •' «i * a r c ■ %i •©? 

Splendid Greek Revivalt oentinued te be built, ef eeuree, 
right threugh the 1350’s and 1850 and *6 1, -* 

Windser. Belle Greve, Shade Greve and se en, —but 
fake Gethie was beginning te creep in, thanks te 
enthusiasm ever Sir Walter Seett's 18th century nevels. 

Seme ef these heuses were ^interesting as examples ef effert if net 
a fey culturally but what made Aften Filla a 
menument ef refret was the fact that seme dummy, 
already pessessed ef a levely Greek Revival mausten tere eff the 
stately gallery and glued a secend heuse slap in frlnt ef the thing 
the na» heuse being dreadful Jfers^n er seme sueh, Frem the 
eutside if viewed frem vantage peints seldem attained by 
pilgrims, the heuse appeared and indeed actually was, impressive 
in bulk with-the frent halfthe pile in its Gethie business, 
ebliterating any virtue the eriginal heuse pessessed • Inside, 
hewever, after ene had penetrated the Gethie see tien, ene ibaa 
struck kby the purity ef the reqr half ef the place, — 
its levely circular staircase and its beautifully prepertiened 
reems and se en, But new the whele unhely eembinatie a is ne 
mere and, unless the present Pereys are smarter than I think 
the.y t are, the place will be fe resaken and the 
ferect will be aliened te re-elaim the gardens and 
anether memente ef ante .bellum days will have 
vanished frem the face ef the earth, 

"t »:* ~ Vi' ’.1 ;iVoT V A.'.::" : V- lit* fc i .'..i ibjOS 

i In tewn, the eleetien te determin if there will er will net 
be a sales tax, takes .place temerrew,■ The Editer ef the Enter¬ 
prise has feught the geed fight te save the peer frem 
v having this unfair thing feisted upen them and, aoeerdingly, 

was taken mbcek teday when it turned eut semebedy had persuaded 

seme influential pweple ef oeler te eeme eut ini 

faver ef the tax, It a ll seunded se much like the 

male Lady Amherst trying te kneok Lestan silly at feeding time,,,,, 


k ’ J', A' : 0 tti SsRMt'T • . \J ft. C t‘ 

Memerandumt. , i L ■ >*i • iu 

i.t > i' fc. . . t ■ ■ ‘ 1 ■ • i' : - ' 

It rained all night ftut the thermemeter remained areund 70, 

It kept an sprinkling teday but the thanmemater sagged te areund 
40 and will remain there, it is said • 

V; t "Alt' " : r \ , 9- •' •> • »V.. I «• • T 1 1 “• 

I was se happy te have the Thursday-Friday letter frem Lyme 
, but was distrubed te learn snewflakes were stirring again er sheuld I say at 
I held the theught eld MetherGeeae didn't shake her feather bed tee 
lustily a ' r 

. litua 8)A >v asi 

I was enchanted with the aceeunt ef little Miss Lee 
catohing up with Time's aooeunt ef the Presidential dinner 
by the Alphands and I am glad little Hiss Lee liked the 

eelumn oentaining the peached pear recipe, I assume celdness ef 

the dish weuld de much tewerd making it deubly deleet a ble al theugh 
I must say I am still wenderinp-abput eheeelate and pear as a eembinatien 

altheugh the presence ef ice cream areund and abeut the fruit might 

ge far in making any such eembinatien palatable, Perhaps the peached 
pear served in the manuar dexeribed weuld be »a unlike . a banana split, — 
a n d that p bpu ana in place ef the pear might turn eut equally fine and 
oertainly weuld require much less ^aber, Like all auefc 
recipes, there is muoft left te ene s eut ingenuity and 

I sheuldnt be surprised if peaching the. pear, —after the seeds had been 
remeved, weuld be, quite a trick iu that the thing sheuld be 
peached enly eneugh tp spften it a little witheut peaching it 
se much that it weuld all ge te pieceb Refers the aheoelate sauce was 
peured ever it, and I assume, tee, that ene sheuld ehill the pear 
after ifs peaching befere ene applied the oheoelate sauce and then placed 
the whele thing an a d a b, ef. ice cream, • . ^ v 

... ; 1 ui,: v .*.> S‘ - 

The handwritten nete frem Charles turned eut te be nething 
ef interest • It was shert and rau something 
like this i < . , n 

8»!». - ‘ , A"f lie M 1 • '.® 11 " -;‘.C • 

Dear Lestan, •.» - 

AAsa member ef theAdviseryCemmittee 
ef the 850 Anniversary C,mmittee, yeu will be be interested te 
knew that we are having a little difficulty with cenflisting 
circumstances in staking arrangements fer Presdident de G a ulle te be here 
en May 9th, As yeu knew, there was seme such 









<v 
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difficulty a beut getting him here when he visited the United States 
befere • We shall let yeu knew as plans pregress • Teurs, Charles • 

I haven 't respended as yet but shall de ae by sending an equd ly 
undated letter reading seme thing like this: 

v ear c harles, I appreciate yeur kindness in advising me abeut 

the s everal particulars mentiened in yeur letter, all pein s ef 

which 1 was in utter igneranse • Seme time back, I set in metien 

ene e m r twe little matters bearing en the 840 a niversary abeut which 1 shall • 

te yeu later • C#rdi lly...*., 

, t t. 1. . ■. t 

I c a n't think why he wrete me • Perhaps he teek this 
methed te aoqU& nt me with the fast abeut theAdvirsery Cemmittss and *n 
the chance I might be able te push a butten a k»ut a Presidential visit• 

I'm net dreaming ef getting tangled up in any ef the business but I shall 
teas in the phrase abeut setting in metien ene er twe little ♦ 
matters that will anney him because ef his curiesity abeut s ame• 
ssJ siii sii'i ‘ V - • • o s - *>* 

~ a . .. . -V ■' ■- ' 8 • ' 

Areund 9:30 this merning, the seek's daugh er 'phened me frem 
Dereatha's heuse by the bridge, asking if she oeuld speak with her mama • 
Dereatha came and departed ferthwith fer it seems her daughter was abeut 
te be-get anether fatherless child, —the feurth thus far, and ene 
wishes such cases might get mere benefit frem birth centrel aides • 

• si* 1 • <s ‘ ' 

x Juanita B» alse 'phened this merning te say CeusinArthur's wife 
had sailed her te ask if she weuld oall me te see what U, H, had reperted te 
ceneerning c eusinArthur s reqjuest ef his Ceus J, H. abeut having a fleck ef 
lawyers' wives eeme here next Sunday ih He the husbands will he helding seme 
sert ef a pew-wew in ±ewn m J . had never mentiened the matter te 
me and se 1 went te the stere te see what what what, enoeuntering a slave en i 
way • The slave was bearing seme deughnuts J m H, had just breught frem tewn ai 
had sent te me, I hurried en, heping te sateh up with him but 
he had already flewn • Juanita B • said that she and Ora weuld 
acoempany the wives ef the legally minded en Sunday, sheuld J • H, net 
mind if the pease same here • . Of ccurse «/• 8, eares net at all 
abeut such matters and besides, he will be spending Sunday 
at gaming at the Elks Club and it will be Lestan 
weuld will have te de the reopAoing • It is • 

always a pleasure te see Juanita B , and Ora but I ceuld live witheut 
a Sunday en-slaught ef biddies, bentt en diverting themselves while 
their husbands while apay a Sabbath afterneen in tewn • t 


An new I must rell up my sleeves and kneek eff a Cane*iver M eme • Sines 
I haven t any eye er rather an idea abeve an eyster, perhaps 
I had better kneck eff a filler ef seme kind and Aften 
Villa may serve as well as anything ••••••• 

do«e »: $g sow vrirt; t o ■ ■ 'A >' f ■ 


I' 


: Q 


it* 


Wednesday, Marroh 6th, 19 63. 


Uemerandumt 




4U 


usj«5r biio siv-sov-c oi to 


A beautiful Spring day, after a 
night, sert ef 30-iah, is j 

and ceel, c x . 

, ■ ‘ 


it ■; j .! err. iw 

S »' * ■ ■■ V : 
i 


were 


asl- 

hit! i 


rather chilly 
radiant and levely 

bs-ic Mil'.* si'* . 

_ Shi otiSlV-'j 

festerday was electien day in tewn when the citizens 
— S called upen te vete en a sales tax • Everybedy «. 
seemed surprised at the result, --the tax was 
rejected • 

• • « 

I suppese CeusinArthur must have been the meat surprised 
ef all, what with his years ef being acoustemed te running 
the tewn witheut successfuleppestien , 

, .. t. .. ■ ■ > 

Like se many ef the grandchildren ef eld Jeseph Henry, 

Ceusin Arthur is n <n teorat f pare nebedy, whieh 
is a mistake, and is se used te calling the tunes 

he eannet imagine fche musical instruments suddenly beceming silent • 


*uj; 


--T XL 


is 

been 


his heart enter inte anything { n his existence and i 

ef ceurse etheribise with J, altheugh beth are <p 

* 


bt C-! 


3 » i 

persen 


. 


r.i. 


e‘ 


It S ' 


?.iiioi;v-Ts3'\t5 |>i*iina !r 

I think ene ef the primary differences between htm and J, H. 
the fact that Ceusin % Ar$hur, se far as I knew, has seldem if ever 
called upen aud aooerdingly therefere never has let 

it is 

teorats • 

It is generally agreed, I think, that the sele purps 
rispensible fer defeating CeusinArthu's pet prejeot 
fer a sales tax is lira • Walker whe feught it frem the 
beginning and was the enly persen ef preminenoe te de se • 

< ■ “ J ' . 

Three days age CeusinArthur remarked te semeene that 
he didn't fear ilrs.tnlker, — net yet # He 
prebably deesn't fear her neiq either but he mu«t be 
furieus that she succeeded threugh The^nterpris* tn 
ditching is latest pet prejeot # 

c. * C, G ' ' ■ , 

It'waa Ceusin Arthur, in pursuance ef his brether, *ugene s wish te ri 
the fert, whe engineered the tax frem its t 

very beginning, erdering this er that erganizatien te get it 

8*1 S^S S *1 Si% 'lH ’• 885^ VjS ‘' ' *• - J • 

. ... 'il* •. =-'4 


t 
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<? •>« SIU D .. 

Thursday, Maroh 7th, 2963 


bi; 0JWE8C* ■ iS f : i frsW zt » JMiit b b w. -X ^ v 

Memorandum: 

Ml ; 04 «kU ■ -1 "!. • t v T 5 i i ’ * >»' 5 , 

fine Spring day* «. 

t , j t / . --U • ' •• 1 ■' 

Today's post brought a swell letter from . 

Lyme tegether with a splendid publioatien enthe world's 
meat famous portrait and I leve the whele business, 

• c' 1 -• .'J ■ ■■■ 1 - o ” - - 


in motion for public acoeptenoe and then guiding the thing 
up t$ the pells, His feeling fer his. brether was undeubtedly 
an impertant faoter in this undertaking but, I~ regret t$ say, it 
wasn't the enly native and, altheugh I may be unjust, i*t very 
pessibly wasn't the primary reasen far him engineering it. The 
fact is that if the tax had passed, thenCeusinArthur, as City 
Council, weuld be in oharge ef negstinting far a tend issue against 
sales Taxes aver the oaming years, and Ceusin Arthur planned 
te make tens ef theusands ef dellars eut ef that operation. 

At dinner teday, J • H, nentiened that a man ef pewer in Baten Reuge 
the ether day had expressed amazement at the hard fisted way 
CeusinArthur (p preaches everything, including what then seemed 
the inevitable bed issue that weuld fellew in the 
wake ef the passing ef the sales tax, 

. - :t . ?•* ■ '• 1 - • * ' ; 

J, H, remarked at table, tee, that he was in tewn this merning 
and had seme business at the effioe ef Watson, Williams and 
Brittain but that he felt it was just as wall te skip that 
visit an the merning after the treunoing CeusinArthur' s pet 
meqsure had received at the pells # As Williams is a 
partner efWatsen, I have ne deubt that R, B, and Ora may 
be expressing slight delight at what happened at the pells and 
as large property owners, they, HkeCousinArthur, certainly aren't 
going te leve Mrs.Walker the mere for‘having defeated the 
sales tax, therebye probably requiring an increase in 
property taxes . We shall hear mere &bout that later, ne deubt, 
ir. * , ' j =• ■ - - • V, ■ • ‘ ' 

1 think what probqbly stunned CeusinArthur even mere than 
learning his will wasnt bowed te by the voters is the faot that, 
in reality, the defeat of his pet project and therefore a slap at him, 
came frem a woman which, te cfiteorats like him who have 
little or ne regard fer ay woman's opacity, must.be 
net enly incredible but infuriating, Well, we shall see 
what we shall sew, 

. i "■ 

Carmen called me three times today *n sundry matters, —tourism and 
so on, In view ef her vast efforts te around up voters in 
faver ef the tax, it is remark a ble she never mentioned yesterday 's 
election When ^ousin Arthur first get the thing started, I told Carmen 
I abhered sales taxes and possibly she re embers it. So 
much fer tax chit-ehat and new fer beard folding . 


I am delighted to learn little Miss Lee get to 
see the portrait agpin and I appreciate the particulars 
as regards te the eircumstauces, hew the visit was engineered, 
the reports h as to the popularity of it 

the shewing, hew it was arranged and all, I 
had an opportunity to get as fpr as the first page in - 
the printed account of the treasure and found what I read 
much to my liking, A whole day of engulfment with people 
followed and tonight I have turned through the book and 
found illustrations I liked and impatience to ge-t on with 
the text op the merrew. The books mentiened «. 

as having te do with the paipter and his relations with 
Michel.Ange are eld favorites ef ai»4 I am going te re-read 
them again and I’m going to ^dip into a page or two of 
Rachel Taylor's Leonardo the^lorentfae, whenever I get an 
opportunity • The latter is like creme de caooa, -t -marvelous 
but so heady one can take only a sip from time to time, 

I never cease t$ marvel that these two geniuses of the Renaissance 

should h a ve flouished so mightily at the same time 

and those oapable of affection-will forever love 

da Vinci while everybody will always admire Michel Ange, ' 

• i V 

I am delighted to learn of visits to the theatre 
and hew thoughts are already being arranged te fit summer programs 
te the theatre so as the experiences may be shared with a 
kindred «*ui« 

* . ■> - * • " , ■ 

Every once in a while I re-read Sheridan's Sohool fer Scandal which 
hs been beautifully recorded with a wonderful oast fer 
Talking Seek records. That 1 should have been remembered when 
it was being viewed on the stage pleases me ne end. Surely 
Sheridan touched a social chord that sounds down through the ages, what 
with basic human characteristics repeating .themselves 
ever and ever down through the successive generations, 

. i ?>.! t. \ i 5 1 . 4 ^ a ft ' *T ? 1 ‘ ' J '.«•$■“■ A- *’• •' \ •**’■ '* 

. . . . • si tv. 
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The day was a busy one with people, starting off unexpectedly with 
seme workmen at dawning whose business itwas te put seme 
new foundations under little Miss Alberta s htuss• Preparations 
fsr the deings involved much by way of moving s tuff about, 
taking down climbing roses, etc*, etc, At 

noon the clerk flagged down James whom he saw passing and dragged 
him in for dinner and he r emained until it was almost time 
forauthor Miller to arrive with 

a friend and before they were well engUissred into a Chines magnolia 
promenade, Blethe Rand and her sister-in-law, Annie White, put in 
an appearance • It was after five before I had seen the last of 
them and could inspect the work on the Alberta house 
when celeste arrived unannounced with a couple from town 
whom she wanted to do a round with at Yucca, 

Doreatha had gone to Alexandria te bring back her 
daughter and the latter’s new-born child, a boy, named Michael, 
and when she got baok, it wap too late for supper and so 
I decided on a salads at home for myself but I oouldn t get 
to that until 1 had. taken care of a few little m tiers 
auch as rounding up the birds, settling some domestic 
problems for Andy and so on, 

Sometimes I am surprised how I can miss radio news so consistently 
out a day, —workmen arriving to knock aui the 5 o’clock morning 
news, James at noon, birds and people, for evening, 

If I dan t "rest my eyes" at 10, I shall perhaps be 
n ble-to cratch up with the doings of the past 84 hours, 

' • ■ i ; - 

Last nightat supper, in regard to nothing 
being said,-ei er before or after the statement > J, said to met 

* 

^Oh, by the way, did you know Dr, Vsnk’s father had died," 

I didn't and J, S, hurried on to speak about condition 
of tfye pastures on Red River or Montrose or some such and that 
was that, 

j;! j;'- -.I t u ,; ; ’’ m “ 

Celeste mentioned at coffee this morning that June 
had told her yesterday that Dan isn t well and that 
the lady deotor is treating him for cold or nerves or some such 
and that *, *, had remarked that he himself was concerned about 
Dan's mental condition, 

Clyde Miller thinks he might go to Cal fornia for the next 
year but this summer he is going to spend a few months 
inSpain, making excursions from Barcelona 
to Madrid, Toledo, Seville and so an but using Barcelona 
as his base. 


Friday$ March 8th, 19 63* 


Memorandum : 

Pull Spring, ■ 

1 ,-Vv.a t-i .. 3- ' - v • ■ - ’ '■»' 

My 9 a.ml ooffee hostess was in Alexandria 
this morning and aceordingly ♦ H, broke bread 
at noon across the fence. As we skipped around from, 
topic to topic, he remarked that Joe would prob a bly be in a 
state of mind when he heard Pat was out of town. Since 
Joe didn't speak to Pat when Pat and Juanita B, went to Dallas a while 
back, one assumes Joe will be even more tight-lipped 
an his son's latest hejira to St, Louis, J, H, said, 

; . . V> .A>. ' *K: 3 ■ ■■ 

Well, that was of interest to me because Jaunita 
B, whs she talked with we earlier, in the week had remarked 
that she and Natalie would shepherd the 
lawyers' wives donw here .on Sunday, And so-, on -- t 
returning to Yuoca from dinner, I called Juanita B, 
a nd §et her mother who i said Pat and Juanita had already 
left for St, Louis and Chioago 9 — 

"it has been such a long time since they have had an opportunity 
t~ go anywhere" 9 as Madame Barbnrousse explained, 

v ^ " • 

I recalled that a couple of weeks ago they drove down to 
R(V mondville in the Rio Grande Valley, which is 

about 700 miles from here and I must say if I had done a round trip 
of 1,400 miles a couple of weeks back I should certainly 


think I had Jteen somewhere. 


As James had invited me to dine at the u ountry Club 
* onSundey , I thought ^ had better make sure the pilgrims wouldn’t 

reach this bend of the river before I got b a ck at Z, and, 
accordingly, I thought tt might be a fine idea to inquire 
of Natalie what she knew about the situation, 

, • . v - , s * 

And so I called her and she didn t know Juan its 
was aut of town and so we nailed down the 3 o’clock business, 

- r: it : • 3b ■ • . £-■ 

//italic expressed delight at having heard from little Miss Lee 

. ; 


- ■ Nit a 


Cane 


James finally heard from Parke-Binet galleries, interested in 
fiver primitives and so on and so forth and *u«t fold,,,,. 











From the Francois Mignon Papers, #H-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 






12295 


, • < . » 

1 \ 


12296 


Sunday, March 10th, 2963* 




and said it was a letter frem Lyme that impelled her 

*“ a £ and U P h « r mind about summer which she 

didright then and there e» reeeipt of the letter.and 
1 think she leeks forward te the reunien with infinite 
pleasure • It gees witheut 

saying that Lest a n's heart is danoing with delight at such pleasant 

the twe ladies whe will 
jmd themselves beth in Lyme at the same time, 

Last .week 1 r«-r«ad Ihur.ber's Tears With Ress a nd 
at one spot found myself wandering if there ceuld have been 
cfi unimportant errer in a date given in the beek er df 
my memory had slipped a ceg, Inurber was speaking ef 

j 'It 9 !? Alexand * r Welloett was stricken during a breadoast 
and died, — a datp given a» January, I think 
I may have .mentiened what an impressien that event made en 
me sinoe, right after hearing the news, I left Miss Cam and 
came heme under a levely mean- ofld hew I had 

l 9 turn •* a li * h ' b hut h * d •pened a oarten 
ef Talking Beet recerds, putting the tap disc ofl the machine 
a nd was given quite a turn when the machine in the 
epening wards saidt "This is Welloett speaking", 

1 den t recall the menth ef that eeinoidence but I de 
remember it was pleasantly warm and all the deers and windews 
were epen which semehew deesn’t seem like January, 

, 9 J^ e Mow Yorker felks, I must say I think Murker, 

Ress and Welloett h a d ene thing in cemmen, —they a 22* were 
wanting inthe milk ef human kindness" and Ress and 

aa P aei ° 1I V inclined te be en the "kersey" side, as witness the 
so-called practical Jakes they were want te play en thierir 

a vd 0C Mh a Ji 8 :. i» + aV * Cain wh9 waa Angled up with them dL 1 

and shall be interested in his view, 

nrf muii'lVlh 1 * 0 * art i°5 #IAr «« teday and Lew P a ul get behind me 

“V 1 "? 1 99t h * hind and shut him up and then re- 
transplanted the stuff a nd thus the weekend begins ,..... 


Memerandumt 

Daasling sun all day Satu day and a dandy fat mean 
en Saturday night, Sunday eleudy with a spanking 
breeae eff the Gulf te scatter magnelia 
petals beneath the trees, 

J, H, sent me Fugabeu andAugust en Saturday 
merning te lend me a hand fn tidying up against 
Sunday's medical and leg a l wives, In 

the a fterneen abeut 4, ^ ene ef the Heines ladies frem tewn 'phened 

te explain their BatenReuge guests ceuldn't stay ever far Sunday's 

teur and wandered if a small party ef half a desen might 

have a private ax teur Saturday evening, Ihe 

answer was But He* If ene has been through the mill ef 

preparing far a teur+ ene might have seme vague netien 

that a pre-tour the day befere is net in 

erder, Perhaps ether peeple den t mind but I de, 

•: Vi* 

James called me Saturday night te say he had talked 
with Hay and that she was in geed spirits, Haturally she has 
ne feeling in her leg as yet but swirling water■treatment will 
be started en the merrew and that will revive 
nerves t circulation and se en, it is said. The decters 
say the hip bene is healing nioely, Ceme te think 
ef it lets ef deoters in plaoes ether than Rechesters have said the 
same thing in times gene bye, 

ftiSlifTX z dOUB !>&...•'< b' s.2 «4 nt zi si 

This merning James came dewn and pioked me up at 
11 and we dreve te Pecan Park where he shewed me 
several ef the Hunter abstract masterpieces he has been 
photographing in eeler te send te ?qrke-Binet, 

He bought a camera for the purpose instead ef having the 

work dene by a photographer in tou?n, I believe he 

said he photographed 3 7 whioh I should net have dene en my own 

amateur heek, had I his moneys We.had a glass 

ef wine and then went en te the u euntry Club for an 

excellent roast beef dinner, Mrs Archie Breaagale, * ' 

the Country Club official hostess, told us she 

was expecting a busy evening im\that the deoters and lawyers 

with their wives frem around the State would be . 

ha ving cocktails and dinner at the Club, She ex¬ 
plained they would have tea at the eld Lemee House and then 
would explore the Cane&iver country, I saidt "Oh," 
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n «.\r ; ' ;r:i; .b bit Jv • \i HM8 

t>.ifis' r ns ! oa V- i: 'A* ■ » 1V 

* 

•r; •• {■' . * 

Carmen was the only persen te oeme te eur table at the 
Country Club and if she had net ceme ever, eur 8 cere weuld 
have' been perfeot, I certainly don’t like « 
peeple invading the pribacy ef a dinner table in any publie 
er private restaurant, and we were back heme at St 30. 

-. i> 

Natalie and daughter, Ann, arrived with perhaps 
30 wenen abeut 3:30 and we had a casual tsur» I 
a» f lad te exert myself te make a tour interesting for 
twe er three peeple but leng age I gave up standing sn 
my head fer twe er three deaen, 

bs i."l" r.ort stf v, oa 8»'•>:« ■, ;,bn 2 ‘ .v-''. ?>?••• t-sii-.o tsi 1 »V\» 

I heard ene rumer this weekend eut ef Shrevepert that 
struck me as edd — and typieal in 
wackinesa • It is said that as Sister was driving 
the oar at the time ef the aco ident.. whi oh blinded Dr, Wenk, 
he new centemplates starting suit against herte oellect 
damages • *hat with the divoroe settlement having already 
gene threugh the ceurts and finished , this weuld 
seem te be pretty late te undertake such a wrinkle hut 
the idea is novel altheugh I oannet imagine 
him winning anything altheugh buth ex-husband and ex-wife 
might be a ble te get a let ef seiled linen washed in 
public threugh aaoh.an effert, 

At Saturday merning ceffee, mine heatess teld me her 
husband had asked her why she didn't go te Europe , 
with Frances Phels this summer • She said she wasn t. 
geing te de se this summer bu rather intended having her heuse de 
ever, new curt{nes » slip oevers and se en and then 
take a shert trip te Zentueky $he asked me what I theught 
abeut that and I said I theught anything she decided en weuld be 
just fine . 

- , •• ' . 

bus ss»-sA i« x. . s-f ‘ • t>lu•• sw •' i ' 1 


Menday, March 11th, 19 63# 


Memorandum : 


dsns 


Damp • It sprinkled all night and all day, — 
gently and prolonged te the amount ef an inch and twe 
tenth • The humidity reminded me that Isaac Erwin used te say 
ene ought te have a fire in the fireplace every day ef the year 
in Louisiana • -- < 

e:t .ioi *• i Uq \j"i-' Hi . \jli i 

Today Wallace Peroy died • It io«s 
last Menday his Aften Villa burned * Hew fast tragedy ca» pile up 
when it gete started • >.! 

t " 

•\ Along that line, a lovely modern heme in New Orleans burned 
Sunday, consuming Mrs • Stone, its mistress, and her 
husband dropped dead at the news and they will be buried 
together today • ? ' 

e -,s si » •« t HsiJosi.s si - ti.u r.ofr y> ••issos*. 

On the heme front colds and iufluenae continues 
the rounds • Noreatha, the qeek, appeared this merning but 
it was obvious she weuld h a ve dene better ts remain at heme • 

She has a house full ef patients $ —Sara, her husband, is flattened 
eut, her daughter with the new baby and three little girls and new 
Dereatha, whe;dtd net make it b a ck te give supper— 

—seven in ene family of seven Everybody seems te get the thing 
but, thus far at least, ns body seems te die of the dis¬ 
tempers Louisiana the Gubernatorial political pet is beginning 
to boil well in advance ef this year's December 
, prie^ary, A few months baok J, H, opined that ene MoKithen —what 
a name, —might wuike a good Governor . 'I had never shears ef 
the persen who seems te have something te de with 
seme State Commission en power er seme such. As J, H, 
ts an arch conservative, I assumed Mclithen might be dis¬ 
covered in the 8ante category • Eigth er ten weeks back, the 
various sisters ef the late Huey and Earl Leng began endorsing 
Mr • Mclithen at the same time ex-Mayer Morrison «. 
of New Orleans steed up to say he night run if persuaded 
he could win* Every edy trained an ear sn Washington ts 
hear what Senator Russel Leng would ( 

have to say but he kept mighty quiet but 
did make a round from Washington te New Orleans and 
Baton Rouge at Mardis Gras time and ene doesn’t go 
to BatenReuge fer Mardi Gras • « 

86 8oi\\s iuoi?); II s i ie « 

On Sunday there was a party scut Alexandria, given 
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Tuesday, March 12th, 2963 


Uemerandumt 0 , s 

A dense feg beg a n the day hut by 10 e'cleck 
it had vanished and a bright sun sent the thermemeter olimbing 
until it reaohed 86 this afterneen. Lewell Ihemas 
tenight speke ef snew *ail* ever Texas" which 
must have stretched the snejflakes <y ite a hit if 
Ur. T. really medhlf What he said. - 

Dsreatha remained at heme teday and 1 "" ,l 

accerdingly the clerk and I breakfasted, dined and 

supped acress the fence. We were with Celeste and J. H. 

at breakfast but just with J. H.at neen as Celeste 

was at the Ceuntry Club and we supped with them beth 

this e vening altheugh the lady was in a hurry, what 

with seme gathering schduled back in tewn tenight. 

: . 

■* ' * * . { . ( „ . » f y . . , * w . ' £ j 

James drepped in this afterneen, bringing with him fren 
the artist a picture she will never knew she was painting 
fer a hr. Rebert Finley el Les Angeles. I 
enly regret Ur. Finley will undeubtedly keep the picture, 
ence he sees it even theiigh he purchased same fren me befere it 
was painted. She put a let ef guste inte the 
scene, —a wind rising ever a cetten patch, busy with 

cetten pickers- and the African Heuse dewn in ene earner where ne artist 
weuld ever aliened himself te put such a thing in such 
a cempesitien but because the artist's gift t she ceuld put 
it right where she did and make a~kheck- ' 

eut ef the whele cempesitien • 

I never cease te ivender at the artist 1 g 
inability te oepy anything that she er anyehe else has 
ever painted. The miracle ef her werk ts that she 
is ferever painting similar subjeot'but is never able te 
turn eut twe alike. If she Ceuld appreximate 
the present ene} JarHes and I weuld b*th engage her 
te oepy a dexen ed&h fer each ef us but she 

has preven ever and ever again She simply cannet', leading ene 

te speculate *n what she actually sees in ene ef her ewn 
...... * * ■' ° ^ 
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Wednesday, March 13th, 1963 


paintings and what she dees ntt # James has said mere than 

ence that he semetimes wenders if her hand aots witheut 

guidance frem its ewner and knee king eff either 

a piece ef trash er a masterpiece is sheer chanoe and 

it is the epinien ef both ef us that she herself never has 

h a d and never will have the vaguest netien as te 

the merits ef any picture sh'e paints • Often she 

will praise ene that is werthlgss and in the s ame breath cast 

aside as nething ef interest what in reality may be a . 

painting ef superb artistry, I suppese meet 

painters, — in f a ct, I assume all painters whe have 

develeped their art te the peint it has previded them 

with the best life they'have ever knoumare beund te 

have seme nstisn as te the merits ef th'is er that 

ef their canvases but I am cenv'ineed she hasn't the slightest 

idea • One thing is certain, she has never 

manifested the slightest interest in anything 

she has ever'dene with her bursh • I suppese the peverty 

that was hers until her painting get geing, she is 

interested in nething se much as the meney her paintings will 

bring, I must say I find it almest shocking 

that in spite ef all the' paintings, —the 

theusands ef paintings she has turned sut, she never has had 
and never will have ene selitary example ef her work in her 
cabin • Semetimes it strikes me almest 

as theugh a mether gladly gave away her children, never #»o« 
feeling the slightest impulse te cherish a single ene 
fer sentiment if fer ne ether reasen, 

Remarkable gal, Miss Hunter, —like everybedy else 
a whele universe in herself and ether universes wheeling bye will 
never cemprehend, * 

p • C, 

Our warm weather has wreught wenders ameng 
the pear trees which are new Just a beut in Jull leaf 
while the Chinese magnelias, bereft ef their blossoms, are 
putting en tender new greenery, tee and will preb a bly 
leek pitiful eneugh before the menth has run'eut and 
anether d a b ef celd weather makes a brief die - * 
ceurtesy visit, I spadded a plet ef geurd fer early 
mustard green planting teday and shall preb a bly be 
ileepy eneugh te miss my f a verite pregrams tenight,,,,,, 


Memerand urnt 

It was suppesed te be celd and rainy teday but it wasn’t, 

There were clouds befere daybreak and between 8 and 9 
9hi9,meksin§nawhsadu«fitngbttHdgUtwnn4nithw(gtrdens but by 
pleasantly warm the b a lance ef the day with a sticky shirt 
h a ving te be changed twice* . ' 

J feund a oeuple ef velenteer geurds unfelding their 
first le a ve aleng the frent gallery this merning and a desen stalks 
ef butterfly lilies Jumped up. a oeuple ef inohes during 
the current warm spell • I neticed a few self •sew ft sinnias 
unfelding in theGhana garden while the ipisteria pushed ferward 
it\ expanding plusters during the night • t 

frsUy. •• , ?>• .8*«.• ■ oi" i v- •>* '• '»>■ • s 

I wandered around in the air waves tenigh t 
at 9, thinking 1 might run up en 
a breadcast of the fist-a-ouff doings in . ■ . 

Madison Square Garden where Messrs Clay and Jess 

were scheduled te hays a go at things but I 

guess the fight wasn t broadcast, Cassius Mareellus Clay 

seems to have been getting quite a 1st ef 

publicity ef late and six months age I heard him 

in an interview with business men in his heme 

town ef Leuigvi.lle, Kentucky, I suppese 

hi8 tendency te indulge in ^kindergarten 

jingles ef his own making may have captured public 

imagination . Hot since Gene Tunney has a priaefighter given 

tee much indication ef interest in anything Sa'-'S 

rounding up gate receipts by flexing his 

muscles and perhaps that -u\ • o 

is the Reason why Mr, Clay in his childlike prattle 

quickens the imagination. There was a 

news flash later, announcing Mr,Clay had been £ «. 

judged the winner and he was quoted as saying : 

* >>, . it s 

"You oan see I never get even a scratch, ~*still just 
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Thursday, Mareh 1 4th, 1963 


as pretty as a girl 

Ur, Clay, I gather, is a sight 


Uemerandumt 

t 

Chilly in t e SO 's with lewering cleuds and « ■* 

brief rain at supper time, 2 he premiss is mere 
ef the same fer the merrew, 

z. m, i. ; s .• *•?> 

I am beginning te beceme impatient te get 
the Ghana garden pleughed but will have te wait fer 
the greund te dry .a little befere hailing a traoter, 

'The evercast shy teday made ideal cenditiens fer 

setting eut eniens and I get nine hundred {nte 

the greund in sm a llsr patches alre a dy spaded by ho*d, 

I ioa8 happy te get seme mustard seeds planted, tee, but 
it is still tee early te oentemplate ekra and seeds 

ef that nature which tend t« .take lenger te germinate tliat the average 
run ef such cemmedities, 

v . : r;i o 

James drepped in this a fterneen and I was glad 
te straighten up my book and indulge in seme buttered almend 
ice cream he had breught aleng, as he explained •fer us 
te & run a test en", 

es r. . t • 

He reperted having talked with Kay last night at 11 
a nd teund her in geed spirits a beut her recuperatien, He 
said she is having varieus types ef treatments fer the muscles 
including massagb and ether special wuscls treatments and 
that there is ene weman whe is wenderfully adept in applying * 
seme particular therapy, a nd Kay is very fend ef her, 

The lady's name is Urs.* Kelly and is a negress • 

Zelma p a id me a visit this merning te ask if I had 
any mustard seed, I did • She said she had just heard 
frem King Selemen and "the little ene * reperted yesterday 


Celeste tells me seme lady semewhere er ether 
appr ached her the ether day a beut jeining a party 
under seme sert ef spensership ef A, J, Hedges te 
participate in a garden teur ef Eurepe, She < 

didn't have any ef the particulars as te what, if anything ether 
than name lent that A, J, Hedges may have te de 
with the thing, Ur, Hedges teld me a year er 
twe age he had never been te Eurepe and whether he 
is stretching a peint and geing fer a leek a t 
this late date, I knew Jr net, I shall 
be interested te learn particulars 0 k#u* this 
matter* 'The A ecket, in 

times past, has speken abeut Travel Agencies, and, 

it seems perfectly legioal te assume, she might 

bite eff a preject ef seme sch desoriptien fer 

the sheer nevelty ef the thing altheugh I < 

deubt if A, J, Hedges weuld risk-a-nickle 

en auch a venture under the a ecket , s 

supervisien, I have 

ne deukt there are scads ef discentented garden 
amateurs whe weuld find it very cenvenient te s use 
a garden teur as an excuse fer chasing a beut the werld altheugh 
it weuld prebakly be cempesed mere ef peeple interested almest 
exclusively in flewers rather.than in gardens. 

It seems a little edd, in a way, that se many 
peeple whe care a beut flewers are never censcieus 
ef gardens, Uise Dermen, ef ceurse, 
is Exhibit A in this olassificatien and 

Blythe Rand anether, Beth e them are excellent betanists 
and will ge te ne end ef treuble te bring ferth fine speciemns 
and will even ge te seme effert te gei te a garden 
where fine flewers grew, //either .ef them, se far as l oan make 
eut, has the vainest netien 

as te the rudim&ntaries abeut gardening if gardening 
means semething ether than bringing ferth a plant frem the 
geed earth*- 1 shell oast abeut and learn semething 
abeut the garden teur and pass aleng the werd,,,,,. 
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Friday, March 15th, 1963* 


• n Saturday afternee n. I li*e a8 3 

mYhUt it kn.wn but I o.uld stand .... Saturday 

aftehneen witheut pilgrim* 

Carman called thU merntn, ”»‘1 « 1 “«• . u 

h .yLVrl\arlT.Vt a . 1 tYulfiv'erythin, ah. bn.w and. al- 

TaTalTad as « - 

u,htch I cared ° 

)•< said tilt December Hedges Maga*c 

he deveted exclusively te Matchiteches and 

2-Sk 

is d«air«d /ar jlufuat delivery fer December rele 
knew and didn't inquire 

•znxgrsxi r.; 

XYt'hepubVdt t'yc'urrintly in y.,ue fir***. 

because I heard a newscast tenight apeak f iriamnn er 

General as gating after real estate •P^aUrs g ArUena er 

sepe such place, advertising preper y i 
area **• Jand aite9 hein * in *1 S 

desett'oeuntry fif.ty miles frem Lake Meade: 

The full tide ef the Chinese magnelia display is da/i»it«ly 
a tJ^//tt Zt,.:arae the tfri.,'/ 

VTaMcYd 

. .. jinw 8t ,\ 3 to 

* 0 y thara ka o premise ef Spring in the Lyme air .... 

i 

. , - f , ii- V i itVvOS 5KC- T»i-« • •* ™ • 


J/a»ara»»dumt 

Cleudy and oeel • 

JTr. <7raw, tha *aca» grafting expert, was here yesterday 

and had planned te spend the ^Ra'hem'so'lVles er 
did net but instead returned te his heme SO miles er 

se akaua/ at °JoJs , iiJaIllI L kut 1 tha l, trJaa n tharS are tee yeung fer 
3 a^?iSl h }:r tSa iaa? J?r£, plant* ien f elks were 

SS‘fiu*mJV2J"J£ Znrtl^rz Xt icYr. Element ./ 

Xr diS»ir. K tell, than h. “>‘11 *«»• *t.ra «nd «•» • «» 

kra is« SBSUK 1 !— «. * 

#rchards and that USt me t. sindarta**a o.«£. •/ 
s'r/a's./ ths bed I laid tut a /ran. ./ »?uar«. »»*“* 

s?&3£&^ 

• reaide them with eu,pert then they attain a heifht »/ ® * r 
J * that whenever a »u.t ./ »l»d W .«. .aar than, n.t all 

V th.. ”‘11 O' 110 '* 4 liU • *•““ #/ 00rd ** 

Deets ie—baby came up frem L • S. If. abeut 
, 1 9 Z 8 e nJiMMtm left fer theSt . Mary's retreat akau 3 a»d 

it!l 0 »rJ*c» »<»). Sister came iu ab.ut i .'al..jr 

Sd .aid .SI hadn 1 1 ...» DeeUte-Baby ”<>• had a.™tin. in the 

ottand**n tawn aidTl. jS.tjSJfa** -‘11 "♦»« 

family’ andrtich way er when the Mexican jumping kaan will 
iY U .. V n.b.dy. includin, the individual member, can 

W < . •_-1. _ t 


V W I • # 

never anticipate • 

a £ rs! i i' S> 1 

•t «| / V '! {' :i 
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V Hat 

:-t^a 1. r/-'- »>' ; ' 
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Sunday, Match 17th, 2963* 

$ $ ,tj Hue»' in bos: ofr 'aJ'* bsii'jni 

; si bs:a i'i i' 

Memorandum*. ;<* 

c? , V. 

Fair and humid all weekend. 

Sieter and Doetsie Baby remained until 
this afternoon. It ie better, if they are beund te come 
that they oeme at the samg time eince each provides the 
ether with hair te pull and thus paves the perrukes ef 
innocent bystanders. 

i. -> w . : 0- 

Saturday’s pest had quite a few letter f» in¬ 
cluding one from Rueeell long , enclosing a oopy of 
a letter from the Post Office Deprtment, declining 
to issue the Natchitoches sf* "as explained 

there are so many towns askipg for. such commemorative 
issues that if once it were started, there would be no 
end to it o»d so only ainiversary of States are 
now issued. As. Natchitoches was the first town to 
be settled permanently in an area of some 30 odd 
States, it is possible its importance might he con- 
sidered as broader than just any old town but far be it 
from me to argue with the Board on sueh a point. 

I shall take up the matter with others, however, 

' »n the theory that such a stamp, bereft of his U. S. 
Postage label, might be issued after the manner of Chri 
seals and patriotic Natchitoches organisation and 
the Louisiana Depi rtment of Commerce and Industry 
a nd the Travel Bureau might be interested in affixing s 


On the Ndward Morgan newscast tonight, —it 
chances te be my favorite, — I learned for 
the first time that Eric Savereiiis writing a 
syndicated column. 1he news delighted me. 

For a number of years I have wished his CBS fivemmu e 
commentary might appear in print. It long seemed 
to me the many virtues of his pieces were wonderful but 
too transitory and deservedpresentation in print as well as 
over the air, the print edition providing readers with 
n opportunity to mull over his copy and not have to 
grab at it helter-skelter as radio requires. I - ... 

shall be interested to learnif one or another of the Manhattan 
VaPers carries his column when Manhattan newspapers are 
being printed at all.- It is my understanding 
that some of Ndward Morgan’s commentaries have appeared 
in jbook form and I wish the Library of Congress would 
record such a publication. lh*e same goes for 
the other gentleman's writing. 

., 

■ I am going to oall the Natchitoches library on 
the morrew to ask them if they have meaner ef providing 
me with any monograph or biography »n Qeorgiana j 
Duchess ofDevonshire. he world knows the lady s 
likeness, thanks to theQainsborough portrait but 
I, for one, know nothing about the lady and perhaps her only 
claim te fame is the. QainsMorough portrait a nd~ its sub- 
sequent ad ventures' I can't think why I am so curious te find 
cut where she speni her time in* France when the duke banished 
her to the Continent^ for several months when her gambling 
debts set the duke back a cool million pounds 
was certainly a lot of money a t anytime, even in the last 
half o the 18th century. Perhaps, the Devonshires 
had ahouse in Paris. She probably knew the d Artois^ set, especially 
as it was so Anglophile. Nhy I should want to h a ve this piece 
of information about a lady I know nothing a bout is hard 
for me, —impossible for me, to say. In* those . 

day* the Polignao set was pretty busy at the gaming table, especial 1 
when Marie Antoinette was playing b t perhaps 
Qeorgiana, because of the ducal uproar a ktut her 
oareless ways, tended to discourage her from games of chance 
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Monday $ Maroh 18 th, 19 63 


invited me te dine at theCeuntry Club but it 
seemed better that I remain here and lend J* H» a 
hand at dinner and I was g lad I did . I teld 
James what Miss Dermen had had te say abeut what 
the guineas really said and he painted eut that as 
an autherity en guinea talk, he was here te say 
that beth la Briarweed and I were wreng fer in reality 
what the guinea really says is t s 

"Ninety-nine, ninety ten, Nintety eleven 
and 8$ en»" 

, S' ■ 

I was mildly disappointed enSaturday 
v. when Mildred Cunningham’s daughter arrived bringing 
net the twe peeple a • oevered by the initial request 
but a party ef ten • I had prepared fer feur 
fctt had ne intentien ef attempting te stretch things te 
cever 11 I try te picture a situatien 
reversed in which I weuld make a request te bring twe 
and crash in with 10 but that seems te be 
qi ite beyend my imaginatien, se f ar as I might 
be oencerned en the pilgrim side • I reeken 
I a m tee eld fashienedin such matters hut I must 
cenfess I wishseme ether peeple were mere se • It 
. dees seem edd te me that seme peeple never seem te learn that 
the smaller the number ef peeple in such calls, the 
t greater the success all areund fer everybedy, even theugh 
. . all theught <ef the best is never taken inte acceunt . Well, 

I can stand the resulting less frem greater numbers since 

I h a ve been here befere and since refreshments 

are ai tematioally eut when the visiters sut- 

humber by mere th a 100 present t ese cevered by 

the eriginal petitien, 

i# i&5,9<x “t c b&tew» j j»i *4 sot ft" '• V * t ' 

I st supped acress the fence tenight and was 
net surprised te receive a glewing repert ef the 
advantages ef the retreat • I h a ve 
< always theught such withdrawals annually te be an excellent 
ides but, witheut knewning anything .abeut it, 

I sheuld guess the benefits might be mere pre- 
feund if ene did net find eneself in the 
•midst ef a bevy ef bridge pals 
whem ene censerted with threugheut all the 
ether days ef the year • And se endeth <St. Partick’s Day 
and a new week begineth and may it be grand in 
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,?u. ■ . 

a 20 a'clack ar midnight bnaadoast, 

I had heped newspapers weuld be <f ? ea7 ' in * “J ain 
tu. «<k in lianhattdn but - 

t« h a u« struck »sr« sn a f«. P«rha?« 

will be braught $ut ta oerreet repetitien 
"/ th.CUucland and Hew Ter* ex, wri.jo.. ! **<»* 

in the United States and I koue oll t #// because ef 

in Eurepe when auch a eenwedi y a ga 

e.ne equable, h r,v \ di °l {^luYd.SrtfJtJk /•»* *»« tnn.o.nt 
7 _k sr 0 »d management but aerieuaaeprivaywn jm> 

bystander. X „ us t be reaching 

in France in the wake ej the wine re strike »“J 

Sid Te.tane ntwh.n the atrrtbuted everythin, 

££h™ W-SS.2T 

::.:r 1 -* 

IS*. SUM: ZXtftap S „ k , , tul t . , M . 

In pawing areund in an armeirjhis afterneen, 

r,,-x ?X-W~£ru. • 

<B * r,<i “ o * d ' ■** w ''* 

X tftr.ujk the **»<'»•** „ ehatr.afUr e/fertng ne 

S«r daughter. Jackie and me and beefing ene ey en the 

s rMMSiJi .ffJd’rSWS! ««“*”*. 
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Tuesday, darch 19th, 2963 


Uemerandumi 

Partly cleud, ceel and humid, —ot#2 
in the §0 neighberheed, that is, a n< * damp withaut 
the shawer that pelted the tawn this marning . 

•« 0 ■ ■ '■ L c ■' ' • “ ‘ 

I was enchanted ta find o delightful letter fram 
Lume in the aamgwhqtimpressive stack ef mail I 
was nble ta run thraugh this naan . 

*■ Little Visa Lee’s accaunt af feathered 
deings in her aviary brightened my entire a/terneen. 

I find it se add that there apparantly is anather bird as 

d/uriin.d U b. di.agr.cjiblc aa i . thc L.rd Lady Amh.r.t, 

accaunt af getting the little anas backinte 

their heme quarters seunded se gay. I sheuld 

like ta abserve the aperattan which stands as thaugh 

it might require a d a k af adraitness ta persuade 

the little fellews it be beard»f elding time . Let us 

hepe that with the years they will take sn greater mellewness 

th a n their e2der t diaplaV** 

\ 

And speaking ef the Amhersta, I weuld 
repart they are the preud pesaesaers af feur *99*» 

I put seme hay in their a partmnt, thinking it *<f^t lend 
warmth ta the hatohing preoesa . Last year, in spite ef 
the fact that bath thg\ &erd~Ladu Amherst and sc 
the Lady Lady Amherst K taa k turns parking tn the 
sees far several weeks, nething ever oav is •- ._ 
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We dues ay, '•torch SO th, 2963* 


the notion of disposing 0l * Bm ** ile p ha * It 

had fourty thousand miles in f n ver of a Pontiao. I 
seems to me somebody aaid there would be two c ars 

os soon as Kay gets around to driumj again. 

• 

He said he had talked with i I. S. Willard 

whe said ehe was taking off today /or J<»***J*“#5 
•r some such place in the northern part o/ the State, 
after which ehe would ge on to Newell.ton t £* w * rt *' P#in 
to uiew Indian Ueunds er some sueh and that she 
expected te be b a ck this weekend. S o be it. I told 
him I had not called the lady lately. I night 
have dene so last night but it w a s 9x14, 
thouoht o/ 1 such a thing and as I had missed the 
6 to 7 o'clock newscasts, I deoided I weuld net risk 

losing the 10 e'deck news by 

cent n cting the lady at- cSoiS"** s * 

I shall kneck eff a column tenight, something a bout 
what guineas say which ought to *e dulll enough. 

Perhaps I should entitle it Guinea Talk to 
make the thing sound as dull as it preb a bly will 

** Late this afternoon J anticipated a measure of hunger 
after I get through with desk work tonight and 
made a salads for a midnight sack, --*•*?*•**' 
onions, a /«w schrimp, a oeuple of hard boiled eggs 
n nd I think that oufht to #uarantee • .. , 

n certain satisfaction in the stomach section even though 
such fare may well induos drsams galors as betwesn 

midnight and 5 a.m. 

A letter from ^uth Cross Palmer 
mentions, among other names, that 
of Alios Walworth Grah a m, and reports Alice s 
husband is planning a trip to flew Jersey to take 
training in dntioiipation of acquiring 

3 * m ini-eye d$g • Ruth 9 Alice and seme ft net 
matrons* are planning a trip somewhere, —Texas, I believe, 
to attend some sort of a PenWomen s pew-wow. How 
folks do set about and for what excuses a nd, perhaps, reasons. 
fshould like U hear from Alice or Roane or both but those 
ladiesaren't much ojl pen pushing although they do 
belong to clubs........ 


Memorandum: 

, 

Fair and cool, going down to 45 last night 
which made it grand for sleeping. *Ihis evening s 
husiidity was 80 percent, the first time I can ever 
remember such a low figure in these parts. l ne 
osone, of course, gives one no end of pep if one 
inclines toward physical exertion. 

I found the bird had already flown this morning when 
I stepped across the fence for 9 o'clock ooffee. 

There was a funeral in Many which I assume J. H.attended, too. 
He was b n ck by 11: 30 but I assume the lady did not return 
as J. H. broke bread at the big house with us this noon. 

He handed me a little envelope of carrot seeds which 

had .come t o him in the mail, —some sort of an advertising 

thing and it reminded me of his presentation of some 

tomato plants last spring. His knowledge of planting whioh 

is great in the oottonjind pecan fields is quaint enough 

in vegetable and flower gardening. L suppose he would 

be really astonished if he ever stopped to realise I 

planted hundreds of tomato plants last season and 

not the mere do sen. As for today's envelope of carrot 

seeds, the would possibly plant three or four feet of a row but 

being generous, let's say six feet * n painful ooiitrast 

to my rows that run four or five hundred feet. This 

al reoalls to mind what I had long since forgotten, — 

one day two or three years ago when he presented celeste 

with, —it was either one or two tomato plants, 

explaining that one plant ought to pr oduce all a 

single ho us hold would have a n V use /or. It a 11 

remains cloudy in my memory for I don t remember if 

she planted them both or j a ue me one. I do know, 

h'owever, that 1 went right a he a d with my usual number and 

whatever happened to Celeste's bumper production, I 

never heard. All I know is that all t e Henrys 

seem glad enough to appropriate supplies from the 
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Thursday, March 21st, 19 63. 


pci 


Z 9 1 ' D " 


Ghana garden, 

I haven't seen Mr, Carrell, the white rabbit, leading 
me t$ assume the January and -February freezes were tee 
much fer him, I held the theught there may he ne 
mere presentations ef white rabbits this spring since 
Mr, Jarrell was mighty curieus about tasting fruit and 
vegetables a nd never learning he didn't like them eneugh te 
sink his teeth inte every likely leeking temate er 
belle peppar he encountered, 

. » ' n ■ 

I believe I sent aleng the letter frem Ruth Cress in 
the envelepe with yesterday's menis, She mentiened 
Alice Walwerth Gr rah a m and said her husband was geing te 
Hew Jersey te take training fer a seeing eye deg, I 
h a ve given the matter theught teday between 
jumps, wendering if the neise weuld be deafening 
if I did a piece a beut seeing-eye peeple fer use in 
place ef seeing-eye degs, Everyene I knew whe is pessessed ef 
a teen aged~effsprtng cemplains same have nething te de 
when net in scheel, I sheuld think seme ef such 
time-laden yeung folks ceuld contribute an heur every 
d a y ef the scheel week te dropping in en a persen 
whe ceuld preb a bly get a let mere eut ef ene heur's visit 
by a sUghted child than 24 heurs eut ef a deg, 

I must censider this matter further and brace myself against the 
hewl frem deg levers, sheuld I decide te hint that 
it isn't fair te degs te put them inte the sciring-eye 
business when helpful human eyes ceuld be used te greater ad¬ 
vantage, 

* 

. I talked with James en the 'phene this evening. His 
car is still being werked en. He reports that 
a depen ef the 36 celer films he teek ef the 
Hunter pictures turned eut successfullly * the 
enes taken in sunshine eutshining these taken with 
a fla 8 h bulb He seemed satisfied with the ene third 
success which is all that matters,,,,,,,,. 




Memorandum: , 

„ . * i ? 

Fair and t ceel, Spring arrived 
this morning at 2x20, it is said, Ihe thermometer 
was in the upper 60 's during the d a y and will sag te 
34 tonight, it is said, I'm glad we aren't getting 
the 8 inches ef snow upper Hew York State is said te be 
receiving, 

* • rr r* ' v. % ^ *" 0^1.” H ■ • 1 J t \ * i \ »: 

7Tj« postman was an heur ahead of schedule today 
which accounts for the fact that yesterday's memo didn't get 
going and will accordingly be posted with this ene en 
the morrow, 

u L v s v . r. 

Andy came te see me this evening after he had finished doing 
some gardening across the fence. He had a message fer me frem 
Rita Metoyer, a n eld mulatto lady living in the first 
house below the spillway, —a new house t , t 
replacing the ene that burned during the winter. He said 
Rita told him she wished he weuld ask me fer some seeds 
for her, He ceuldn t remember the name exactly but 
it sounded like Vaseline,, She told him Mitchel, the Axe, had 
told her I had plenty of these plants, I figured Rita 
must be leeking fer Sweet -$a%il seeds and I sent her some 
with a note explaining I sheuld be glad te send 
her seme plants when they come if the seeds didn't 
come through, I suppose Rita is in her 80's 
and like Archillius Brown, ceuld remember years back 

3 ' . • -T 

Earlier in the afternoon , Andy had sought me eut, reporting then 
was a white lady in the car, heading south, that had stepped 
by Celeste s fence teask him ff this was the way to— 

' ceuldn t remember exactly the name ef the ’ 

place but he had heard me mention it. It .sounded 
a little like Mayhaw, h« t explained, and had^ something 
to de with ene ef these places where you ; plant things, I 
concentrated fer a moment and came up with 
Vinnfield and lei as his face beamed, 

I ceuld tell the guess was correct * Of eurse 
the lady was traveling directly in the wrong direction 
south, whereas Vinnfield i«35 er 60 miles 
northeast of here en the far side ef Red River, 

Andy s vecabulatry is not extensive and is based 

onFrench rather than English and when talking about fields, 

although 1 had never noticed it, he probably says champs, I 

Va£lln. a J U lhX» I “* 
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James dripped in thi8 afternoon. 

He wa8 feeling fine and reperted he expectation to 
get his new Pontiac later this a fternoon. 

He was amused at the leisurely '• 

fashion in which the Natchitoches de ler approached the 
matter of sales • It seems he had oalled the man 
yesterday afternoonabout his intention to 
invest in a new horseless carriage James 

was told the gentleman was gsing to play golf anda coordingly couldn't 
see him before today at ID or whenever • When 
James arrived promptly on the dot, the gentleman 
was out having coffee and had to be rounded up • 

I must say this presents a leisurely way of • 

proceeding that is no el and 

almost refreshing since the almighty dollar 

doesn t seem to dominate all as it does in 

so malty people's lives• I liked *' 

the story, too, beoause it-reminded me of an 

appeintment I once had with mein lieber Sven which I had 

to manage with some difficulty as I had 

some other appointments for the same day• “ut • 

I made, it alright and was altogether 

entranced to leann that he wasn't present, having 

"gone to the hairdresser "• Smile • 

In State politics, the news media announce that 
Senator Long has endorsed his cousin, Oilles ir Gillis Long, the S, 
Representative from this Distriot, in the ensuing primary race 
for Governor • Wh t puzzles 
many people is the reasion why 
Russel said nothing when all the other 

members of the Long tribe, that is to say, Huey's sisters, 

Earl's widow and so on, recently endorsed 
one MoKithen • Another remote Long relative. 

Speedy Long, <p neunoes he, toe, ingoing to run for 
Governor and in a State where so many of the 
electorate cannot read, the presence of two people 
named Long, runnings for the same office, ought 
to throw the ballet •boxes into quite 
— g confusion • Morrison, ex-Mayor of New Orle ns 
and at present American Ambassador to the 
American* State Organization announces that 
his hat is in the ring, too • I guess 
Morrison might get my vote but he cannot possibly 
, win . So things turn in, politics and might 
dull f are it offers .. 




Friday, March 22nd, 19 63 


Memorandum • 
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I heard Edward Merg a n give a n editerial on the air tenight 
having te do with Dick Gregory and I liked everything 
he had te say about Ur. Gregory. I have heard the latter 
on radie interviews ence or twice and relished 
everything he had te say. Bis add ireny must < 

m a ke the hill billies squirm but I recken they don't 
listen te him. 


-lO 1W 


There were twe er three extra people at dinner teday and 
talked turned te the Leuisville Lip,' —Cassius Uarcellus 
Clay whese tomfoolery amuses me. T § m y surprise, 
ene er twe peeple at table said they had te admit C. U. Clay had 
been the sele reasen fer the Uadisen Square Carden sell eut 
a week ags and that they found his kindergarten peetry enter¬ 
taining.. * By all this, I don't a ssUme prejudice is waning 
but in spite of that, I am forever being surprised that seme 
Parish residents will admit they knew a persen of 
celer is alive. It wasn't se many years b a ok that 
seme Seuthern papers weuld n't print pictures of a he a vy 
weight werld champien bexer's picture if he chanced te be 
celered. K 

IJ you find debiphering Edith Perter's letter, 
den't bether te wade threugh it as it centains nething 
ef especial interest. I pass it alsng simply because 
it mentiens this year's pilgrimage. Something 
tells me Editp hasn't received ene ertwe letters frem me 
fer I have net heard from her ef late. Perhaps she has 
been se busy with ene thing er another that they slipped her 
mind.With birthday time <p preaching and realising hew 
busy yeur s chedule will be teward the end ef the 
ensuing weekend, I' a m taking this eppertunity 
te send salutations witheut end 1 What a twelth menth 
it has been since last natal day washers. If this ene 
ushers in a year previding little Miss Lee with a mere 
slice ef all the joys she has breught te ethers, the year ahead 
is beund'te be brimming ever with happiness. A 
little package with a paper s a ck inside fer convenience sake, 
goes forward in the pest oarrying this meTkp .. 


b i. v. 

g ^ »V J i * e 


SHAi 


, 'V- 


Sunday, March 84th, 19 63• 


Memorandum: 

Fair and delightfully ceel. 

,, 7 (i) i !‘t • * 1 ‘ - ' 

Saturday breught Thursday' s letter from 
Lyme. It gees witheut saying I am c 

tremendously concerned te learn ef the 
difficulty with the thumb. I shall 
be awaiting further reports •» the situation 
and in the mecn time shall be heldiug the thought 
it may by new be on the mend. Until^receiving 
further word on the matter, however, I shall 
be anxious. If only little Miss Lee 

had an eppertunity to catch her breath during these busy times 
when things are already tee pressing without 
additional demands being r^ade on the physical 
side • 


1> 




The picture ef the snow tuj ling down at the time 

rt * « . . , ._ ___ .. J. ^ i . 


ii c S ”! •. 1 & < 


she* \ 


1 "' 8 5 


me picture ej bite at *uuj 

Bpring was supposed te be making .her bow seems eut ef order. 

I had heard the radie speak ef Pennsylvania, Western 
New lerk, Vermont and se on getting a blanket 
ef geese feathers but I had gathered Lyme had esoaped 
and I hope, r a in took ever and washed away for stuff 
before itwastime te venture eut into the open at 
the close ef day. 

We were supposed te get seme rain but it failed te 
develops and I was glad fer the ground is still sufficiently danp. 
[ thought as I walked beneath the newly formed leaves hew 
pleasant it must hgve been to catch a glimpse ef the premise 
ef Spring, as reported by little Miss Lee -at the garden show. 

That butterfly lilies weren't encountered is under¬ 
standable, ef course, but disappointing. I 
find myself wondering when they bloom in tropical climes. 

Since seme plants such as oranges, have flowers and 
fruit at the same time, on* assumes the 
flowering season on other plants might come 
at any time throughout the year ratjier than 
the July-December period operating locally. 

I suppose butterfly lilies grow in B aWa a where the 
temperature remains moderate throughout the 
year and I'm bound to inquire about the flowering 
season in that quarter. 


. 


'; fc> >' 


‘A 
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Janes reported a fine evening with Pat and 
Juanita B,, and fell quite in levs with their daughter, 
now „bout 5, I suppose• He reported a mis¬ 
adventure that little one had at theA • and P. recently,— 
pherhaps a week or so or longer, She was with her mother 
and picked up a glass bottle of cider or some such 
when a large lady, not seeing her, fell over and 
eat on the child, the bottle breaking and cutting the child 
•n the forehead, about at the hair line, so that several stitches 
were required to close the cut, • 

James called me at 22:30 and asked if I would go to town 
to look at a house with him, I would at 18, As I hung up, 
the 'phone rang again and it was Tom Harris and Ann Cordell of 
Eldorado, Arkansas, —Tom being the papa of the peacocks, 

They wanted to come down before go-ng to Hodges Gcardens 
but I had to decline, 

/ ' • ( rl : V V . • V .. ' iS 

And so I went to town and saw a house of the 1890's, 
sturdy, large and impossible, It was on Williams 
Avenue but not on the side toward the river, It seems the 
owner of the Pecan Park house wants to sell, I think 
possibly M r, WdL ker may have suggested the owner put pressure on 
James to buy, but that is only a guess dL though twice 
Mr,W a lker has called tJ ames to recommend he purchase the property 
so the owner can arranoe her business with a view to 
taking a job with the Enterprise which doesn t make any 
sense to me • But it does mean Jame will 
have to find another property and move before Eay 
returns, fortunately, she remain, another month yonder and 
have the gall operation before returning, therebye giving 
James a little extra time to shop for a house, 
purchase same and get moved . Oddly enough, it appeared 
this afte non he might be a ble to acquire the Green property 
on Williams Avenue, only 3 houses above the house Kay has already 
purchased and is having done over for Aunt Vi-ilie, It 
a ll is quite beyond my depth and I understand none 
of it, 

On Saturday the postman passed this way two hours ahead of 
schedule and so once more my out-going mail didn t go. 


I am thinking about the thumb and holding the thought, 


Monday, March 885th, 19 63, 


Memorandum j 


F.'t J 


ft" 


T 5 


Cloudy and spriuklejj all day with blue sky 
appearing at sunset, The Weather Bureau prediots clear skies 
for the next 4 or 5 days • . 

»i iti .ui. (jlumiv •* ftoyiil vj-'" 

My thoughts flow ihn the direation of 
little Miss Leo, I hope the thumb is 
behaving and moving toward the normalcy direction, 

t r, fills" i *1 <• \ • * :• £ ft** ft •' 

I saw few people today and acoordingly 
got qjsite a few things attended to as a result of freedom from 
interruptions, 

ft*-:* • ' J ' j . J i ' ft ~ / t•' • ■' * ' 

* My 9 o'clock coffee hostess had 
already flown by that late hour this morning and so 
had half the plantation but the resons weren't identical 
for road running, 1 assume, ils for the plantation folks, 
today was ”oddity day", which 

is another way of saying the commodities supplied by the 
Government were issued once more, — rice, lard, cheese, 
pork and so on, I suppose the papers may 
carry the accounts of Parish allotments of food and 
there must be several thousand people receiving 
such surplus food a« a result of the program which J, H • 
started for this Parish when it became evident last 
a utumn that the harvest was going 
to be short-short, I don't know if 
the papers ever mentioned that it was J, H, who 
§•* the thing moving for Hatchitoches but I suppose not for 
he is as shy as his mama used to. be about letting the 
world know a bout such far-sightedness, I think they both 
leaned too far back since more than once on a variety of 
matters, other people with less oourage and imagination 
would h a ve found themselves possessed of sufficient courage 
to get behind such civic moves if they had but glimpsed 
examples s$t for them, 

■j i > , ■ • t, oil ' r> o'fr At: a 

James 'phoned me this afternoon He thinks 


s 

3L' " 
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Tuesday, March 26th, 2963, 


he will purchase a hsuse $n the merrsw, -»the self same 

hsuse $n Williams Avenue ts which I tssk him and Kay 

when they first csntemplated buying, Jt was 

twned by Jimmy Hyde and ss sbvisusly eught ts be 

styled Hyde Park hencefsrth, It is situated between 

the street and the river and sught ts ds them itery nicely while 

they are making up their minds ts build sr take sver the 

place at present being dene sver fsr Aunt t illie sr 

whatever, Pat is handling 

the transactien fsr James and the latter expressed surprise 
tenight that a dswn payment and msnthly installments osuld 
be made ss easily fsr he figured it sut that the difference 
between what he is paying in rent isn't far frsm the figure he 
will be paying •» the hsuse, I suppsse he will talk 
with Kay tenight befsre deciding finally sn the matter. 

Be that as it may, a place must be secured where they can live 
withsut having pesple esme ts inspect the 
place where they new live and that certainly weuldn't be 
a pleasant invapien espec iaUy^ when K a y is just back frsm Maya's, 

I think James is paying ssmething likel7 sr 16 thousand dellars fsr 
the prsperty which is absut sr a little less than 
was paid fsr Aunt Willie's Williams Avenue a mile sr tws up the 
river, . The Aunt*illie thing had ts be all dene 

sver and landscaped while Hyde Park will have ts have little dene 

ts it, I was glad ts learn that James had Mr, Jsnes 

Marbry Jsnes, stepfather sf Bill Larsen, leek, the hsuse sver this 

afterneen fsr Mr, Jsnes. is said ts be the best builder in 

this regisn and^it is he whs is currently putting Kay's 

hsuse fsr Aunt “illie in srder. There are 

elements sf humsr in the business, nsne sf which ds I understand, 
a lthsugh 1 think that husband and wife each pure hasing prsperty 
with a view ts a heme sn-the same street is ssrt sf fuiuin 
a wacky ssrt sf way, 

i !... as . - . ■ 

When I tssk Kay and ^ames ts see the*Hyde hsuse, I 
psinted with pride ts a« fine a bsttle brush plant 
by the csrner sf the gallery, remarking that such a'fine 
plant wsuld impell me ts bUy the prsperty the strength 
sf it alsne whereupsn Kay sbserved that that wsuld 
be mighty peer business and Lsddy-Lsrd, it 

nsw appears the bsttle brush is gsing ts be purchased regardless,,,,. 


Od: 3> 


Memsrand tuts 

All clear andcssl-ish, Alexandria repsrted 
a lsw sf 32 this msrning but I believe it was nearer 
40 here, 

■■A. * .. \ i • ' '• ' 

The seassnal impulse ts ye fishing has taken held 
sf the pspulatisn and several'friends passed this * 
way tsday ts ask fsr b a mbss fishing psles. 

The March winds were tee high fsr first rate 
angltng.but several pesple repsrted gssd catches 
in the mederate size "brimmers" as they term sunfish 
aleng Cane" iver. 

The artist called ts ask if I expected Mr, Pipes 
today . I tsld her I dsubted it but I wsuld call him 
ts see what I might learn and wsuld pass thi news aleng 
ts her. And ss I g a ve James a buss areund 2 K 
s 'deck. He said he was engaged at the msment but 
wsuld call me back, I was thither and yen in 
the gardens fsr the balance sf the afterneen and 
accerdingly received it* calls at all, I telephsned him 
tws sr three times this evening but get ne'respense, 

I enjsyed Edward Msrg a n's newscast and editsrial tenight. 

He w a s breadcasting frsm Tepeka, Kansas, sf all places. He had 

„ few ebeervatisns ts make a ksut evangilist, Billy James 

Harges and militarist, General Walker, currently 

stumping the esuntry sn a thing they describe as 

"Prsjeot Midnight Ride, The purpese sf the * 

msnth sf speech making, they explain, is ts alarm the 

pesple sf the danger sf Csmmunism at hsme \jnd abrsad, 

Mn+ Mergcrn r-eperted that- in thfldnsas City audience where "these 
headless hsrsemen" were trying ts stir \tp 'thd public, 
representatives sf the WhiteCitisens Csundl sf Mississippi 
were passing sut leaflets a ksut their nsble effsrts 
ts "keep the nigger in his place" in Mississippi, 
he Karge8-WcH ker te a m sbviously are a sectisn sf the 
lunatic fringe that esme as clsse ts Hasi 
dsings as anysne since the death sf the unlamented 
Senatsr Jse McCarthy and I say ts Hell with them, 

— i <. 

. ■ i ■ ■■ 
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On Sunday, ''ames and I drep'ped in at the 
partially finished Aunt^illie heuse en Williams Avenue, 

It is lenger than wide, paralleling the 

street hut perhaps 100 feet hack frem 

the read • A living reem SO feet leng 

runs acress the frent ef the heuse its entire length, 

net including the 2 er 3 car garage set a little h a ck ef the 

frent line e the heuse hut adjeining the structure se ene 

may enter the kitchen frem the garage if ene deewn’t 

descend at the frent cerner ef the heuse and enter 

hy a walk running te the middle ef the gallery • Perhaps 

I didn't glimpse ene salient detail in the 

kitchen hut'I came away with the impressien that the kitchen 

has ne windews, what with the hig living reem in 

frent ef it, ai ether reem in hack e it, the garage te 

the nerth and ether reems te the seuth . Preh a hly yedern 

scientific ventillatien deesn't r equire windews any mere • a narrew rt 

with many windews runs aleng the west side ef the heuse teward 

the garden and river and hedreems are in the seuthwest cerner 

ef the building • It appears pleasant eneugh hut I sheuld prefer 

an entrance that didn't dump guests slap inte 

the hig living reem er, as an alternative, inte 

the kitchen via the g arage altheugh, te he sure , that 

is merely an eld f dshiened lohim en my part • 

t 

My pregress en this keyheard has keen leisurely 
this evening. I started werking a k#ut 
7;30 and heg n a celumn a heut leve nests hut 
get newhere fast, what with a series ‘ 

ef interning ’phene calls, — Carmen, lira ,W a lker, 1 . 5. r«, 
and s» en, J. S.W. buaaed aleng fer an heur and a half 
and m\ist have been declining since the 

veice frequently faded inte silence as the instrument threugh 

which she was speaking preb a bly sagged witheut her neticing it and na- 

I never a&ked her te eperat altheugh what she had te say 

semetimes seunded as theugh it might preve interesting 

if eneceuldcatch either the subject er verb er a cemhinatien 

ef heth, 

x he hPur advanceth er mere precisely, anether day, —12:50 
sayeth my deck and I must feld against anether dawn .. 


Pest Script 

March 27th, 19 63 
at 8 a.m. 


The grapevine apears te he in geed 
werking erder • 

Carmen just called, saying Mrs • Frank Keyes 
had just drepped in at the M ed Cress effice, and 
had remakred in passing that her husband was happy 
because he had made his first real estate sale 
yesterday, having seld the Hyde Heuse enWHli a ms Avenue 
te a Mr .Register ef Pecan Park whe had meved in the same 
day the purchase was made, su gesting that James 
must have been indeed busy yesterday • 


Te share this infermatien, I epened the envelepe 
centaining last night’s meme te attach this 
pest script ••••••• 









*i C3 
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Wednesday , March situ, 19 63 . 


ifemerandumt 


13TK?" 
A a ' 


c n © « 
. Jr ; 


iln id«al spring day • 

i ,, •, . , g } jjij D h (91114 » <’* 

I assume James hasn -t effected the transfer tf 
his telephene cennectien frem pecan te Hyde Park, 

In cuy event I haven't heard frem him and it is readily 
understandable that he is beund te ha e been busy as a bee duri 
the past 84 heurs, I was frankly semewhat relieved when 
Carmen breke the news this merning ef the purchase ef 
the heuse and the remeval te same within a single span 
ef the sun. Ever since Clara Genung get hung up 
in her icebex, I have tended te fidget a little if werd 
fails te ceme threugh with a measure ef regularity • 

J . H,, the,clerk and I supped tegether tenight ^ 
a nd the clerk acquainted us with a piece ef news,--J, H, 
having been away teday• ‘^he clerk said Pat was dewn 
this afterneen and reperted that James had purchased 
the Hyde heuse fer 17, 500 ^ dell ars, which is five hundred 
dellars less th a n Jee tried te bu$y it a ceuple ef years b a ck. 
As the transactien was carried en threugh Pat s real estate 
firm, he certainly had the faots and sale and purchase 
ef parcels ef preperty are ne secret and legal netices 
have te be reperted in the newspapers but ene semehew 
wishes the purchaser and net the agent might have 
been the ene te anneunce the deings, Naturally 1 manifested 
surprise at such .unexpected news ^-he enly cemment J, H, 
made was that he understeed the heuse wasn't much but that 
he himself theught the let meat desire a ble 

I feund le Pere Anteing ferme-rly frem acress the river 
but new ef Tulsa» at the ceffee tray when I stepped aoress the 
fence this merning. His immediate superier at the 
1‘ulsa church is his beyheed chum. Father Wreble, Ihe latter 
is reperted heading fer Eurepe again this summer 
a nd pnoe mere will visit his family behind the IrenCurtain in 
Pel a n4, I neticed even as I have neticed fer 


». 
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Thursday, March 88th, 19 63* 


t 


. t c\;>: *r. • ’ 

Memorandum 

Tj I • b ‘ v. • * 1 . I . O * - ’ •' 

Another ideal day save for the warmth which get inte 
the upper 80’s, drying the greund in oe njunctien with 
the recent brisk breezes, se that*watering of newly emerging 
. things -s-egmed in erder, —radishes, mustard, artichokes, enien3 cu 
se til• 

; f• 0 J 7 , At K 1 3 • • .» b i OS ; 5■> 

James called me areund 10 e'cleok tenight .. 

He said beth Hurly and Burly had been present the ether day 
which was Tuesday, and se that he had waited until his 
•ph ene had been installed at Hyde Park be/ere calling 
me• Fortunately he has the same number as in Pecan Park,— 
four four nine eight,. 


a a 

i t> •> u a i 


— .. a . 11 • 


the past twe er three days that seme thing is 

"biting" Celeste • This »##» at dinner, the clerk asked me 

if I had neticed Celeste's apparant pre-occupation lately • 

I recken whatever is up will be emerging ene ef these days, Pei 
haps she is struggling with a decisien as te whether she 
wants te ge te *urepe er. seme such • She did mentien 
this merning te her twe ceffee cempaniens that she had heped te 
ge te the wedding ef tile ef the Prudhemmes near Bastrop, La*, 
last Saturday, assuming in advance that Dee might want 
te ge beth te attend the nuptials and te see her sister whe 
lives in that general area hut Dee's husband, Mat, is said te ke 
in delicate health and Dee theught it her 
duty te remain at Magnolia • 

I planted q uite a few seeds ef the Candle a hra plant 
tod a y, having saved seeds from last year’s bumper 
flowering, I put them in a dozen pets and shall 
transplant them six or eight week hence when the places where 
I plan te put them have been ploughed • I shall send 
seme seeds te A U nt"illie on the thery-that her gardner 
might er might net dm want te feel with them • Since 
the plant, strangely enough, is unknown te Aunt*illie, 
and since it is quite a handsome item when in 
its finest develepement later in the summer, perhaps 
the seeds will please her • 

I. S . Willard just called • She r eperts 
having telephoned James but getting no response, ’phoned 
the Register servent whe reported Mr, Register 
had moved, taking everything with him except the 
air conditioner and the 'phene I repliedt "Oh", 
and thanked the lady for. acquainting me with what’s what, 

■X \ ;V- ^ "* • * ^ ' ' 

What with the week half gene, the weekend 
will be here before we can turn areund • It 
gees without saying I held the t ought little 
Miss Lee’s anniversary may be inordinately 
happy • Ihe Blessed Martinis 

chapel is being decorated for the occasion and 
thoughts from that quarter will be flowing in unending 
wave lengths in the direction ef Lyme ••••• 


i LW 


"sy.- so. 

rs j; 'j \n 

.■ ... .i , 

y i si' 
ft,-, a J5 fk o 


When he had decided on buying the property at feur zero six 
williams Avenue in mid merning of Tuesday, Pat 
immediately set alet ef things in motion, h a ving the papers 
drawn up for signature by all parties, the light and gas 
companies netifiedte turn on utilities and se on. 

Returning te Pecan Park, 8 he spoke with their maid, — 
a Meteyer lady, whe, in turn, contacted her husb a nd, Woodrow Metey 
their stalwart sen, a yard bey and seme gentleman ef color whe 
operated a truck • All h a nds get busy and before 
anybody could say Jack Robinson, things were on their way 
from Pecat\ Park to Hyde Park • 

. . ■ 

It was wonderfully fertumte to .have the help ef 
the maid, ef .course, since she is well acquainted with 
things in the one house and could the more readily see 
they were property arranged in the new location • Another 
infinite help was the fact that most ef 
the furniture having draws, could be moved without 
anyting being taken out of the draws, —desks, cabinets and 
so tn• 

It’s the fhirst time 1 ever heard of purchasing a house 
and moving in on the same day but such was the 
case in this instance • James said the Frank Keys and Pat 
seemed pleased, too, that their first real estate deal had 
been effect since they started their association, 
di nounoed in the paper last week, I believe • James 
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Friday, March 89th, 2963» 




said that he and Frank Keys had had te ge up te t he 

ether end ef Williams Avenue a *» ut semething and as they 

were driving aleng t Fank p tinted te a 

heuse being dene ever and teld James that Marbry 

Jenes was deing an excellent jeb en the place. *r a n * sai< * 

he didn't knbwwhe had beught the place and was having it ever- 

hauled. Ja^es teld h-im. .that he knew, —-his wife • 

% 

James said he expected te talk with Kay temerrew night. 

..He said he had written her a beut their new heme at 406 and 
suppesed she weuld have the letter befere the telephene 
cenversatien temerrew. One may imagine Kay may well be 
surprised when she receives the letter. 


... t 


St' 


^ 1 




bSc. 


e 


As te Hyde Park itself, James seems very pleased with it, 
fellewing his eccupancy ef same. The heuse leeks small 
frem the street and I have walked areund the place but never 
insi(He and feund it seemed sm a ll. James, hewever, 
says it has 8 reems and is a beut twice the size ef the 
Pecan Park est a blishment which must have been smaller. 

James seemed particularly delighted that the lady whe 
ewns the Pecan Pank heuse came te see him te pick up the 
keys and expressed her delight with the transactien. 

• 

Tenight's ,radie mentiened the death 
ef Alex Templeten .at Greenwich, Cenn. The radie dees se 
little abeut ebituaries, it was remarkable I caught 
this item. It recall semething 1 had heard abeut the and 
leader, Rae Charles the ether day. I .did net 
knew until then that he, Charles, had been an erphan 
, and had lest his sight when 6. I den't knew if he 
had ever seen a piane er net and sheuld like te knew 
semething abeut the weman whe get the 
l^ittle-<yeleered bey headed eut en his musical 
career. Se eftenthe persen , • 

sensing er assisting a genius a 
<8 a genius and ene weuld like te knew mereabeut 
the persen whe centribute>d te the flewering ef 
the aferesaid Charles. \ * 

~ r-' 

. j48 the natal weekend anniersary appreaches, I 

find myself helding the theught with increasing viger that 
it may be ever se happy . 
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Fair a nd unseasenably warm. 

t r . 

Tuesday's message frem Lyme came te 
hand by teday's pest and little u iss Lee gets ..... 
a salve efcengratulatiens en her fertitude and nebility 
in supplying particulars^ in spite sf the handicap 
under which she currently l a bers. I pray the 
herd the effsrt in m a naging a gui22 under the circumstances 
did net harm^thehand guiding the pen. . 

It is se kind ef the lady te give *« *»- . 

fermatien regarding the matter, —an afflictien whese 
type I had net knewn befere. 1 think the lady se smart 
h n ve the m tter attended te by the prefer agency 
and I shall be making little jeurneys 
the shrive ef the Blessed Martin te seek haste in the 
return te nermalcy en the part ef my f^verite patient . 

. Acress the fence my ueighbers centinue in their uncertain health, 
Mine hestess this merning centinued giving the 
impresaien ef being unsettled in spirits. Yesterday her 
husband wasn t eating but frem where I.sat this *v* nin *» 
he appeared te be making up fex last time. I »* 
the lady werries a beut her bladder, —a preblem that 
seems te irritate several matrens areuud and abeut at the 
present time. Aitheugh nething has a been t 

mentiened te me by either husband er wife,^ene ru«#r has 
they beth plan geing semewhere next weekend, -~pes8i*J.y 
flew Orleans te a clinic er seme such. I am 


it 


22 in f„ver ef this since the enferced slewdewn while 

a t t . l ^ 1_L . k«l 14 

71 


e .; 


in the olinci may centribute semething by way 
ef a lessening ef physical expenditures 
which seems te me must be a large centributer, —this 
frittering away ef energy, —te theix present 
J atatua. It is true that neither will pay the 
slightest attentien te the prebable admenitien that they 
slew dewn fer that edict has been thundered time and 
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Sunday, March 31st, 19 63 


main hut two er three dayeset aside for clinical checks 

V Ua rs U Tiit al a n y eZu?.?.ll\y.«7aT/n£ IpTeV 

T« mA, they seen geeeeeee* ./ »• •/ ' udt 'i’? r ‘2\lV''' > * er 

second and si must forever spin sn, wintering the ^iMe 
why they dsn't feel better as they continue whirling 
around at bre a k-neck speed. 

The clerk'. mether-th-law. 1(re. Bate. ./ Uatchit.chee.sent me 
„ fine h.«« made ch.c.late fie * , ™* , ‘* fjj ° 2 * “ 

I a* thinking ef carving ms a sla» 

miy heard tonight. .1 seldsm see Mrs. Bates, --** » 8 
n V ssace ef a year $r two since last she passed this way, 
luVshe frequently e.nte ne a ./ »«r cul...ar y 

ha divert which I think eighty kind ef her . 

The surfe •/ Spring seems te he sweeping ever the basse- 
ceur in unending waves these day and the 

; q r“:T’ hintv tYiiVugh: r :;\z «•••» *•■*•«. * 

1(’» eake and ,ecan tree, unt,1 
dawn whentne ef the Hg males will greceed *•the reef ef 
theAfrican Heuse, the ether te the tep ef Yucca, keeping tie 
racket geing incessantly, even after they have descended 
ter breakfast and-twe er three heurs ef scuffling wlth 
the male guineas, while the wives ef beth the former and 
latter, gl en abeut their business, paying,ne attentien 
t* the riduclfus beh a veir ef their husbands. 

The pe a ceoks start preceedings by ch a sin g the g 

an hour er se, after which the deings are reversed and the 

Juineas beam pestering the peaceoks. I enly regret that 

?nhm the eeacecks pursue the guinees threugh the bamboo 

hedges and acrtss the teps and a rsund the middle ef the live eaks, 

the 9 srsttv tails ef the peacecks get wonderfully 7 

mangled and broken, therebye destreying their beauty, their sele 

excise fer being. 

i f' * ^ i i r *; ^ f a ’ C ■ : '' ^ • V i V 4 “ ' w o - • 

•And «o the weekend ef the natal d a y anniversary is 
upen us, in celebratien ef which many 
flower pieces will befilling Yucca to overflowing 
and chocolate pie will be the rssUUnoe piece 
of mu banquet in honor of little Mias L . 


Memorandum • 


o'. ytM Zi Z!t. ZSftZ *"\ s\pf ttiftA.l iUU ■ ft A • ■ 1 11"T 9 . 

Glorious birthday weekend weather, — with clear sktes 
and sufficient breeze to temper the upper 80 by d a y and 
placid nights, gilded by a splendid moon. I 
hope it was equally pleasant in Lyme. 

ii;_ S& bfiZ'-WZl •' S ~ • • 

Except for some San Antonio ladies on Saturday 
morning,'I saw plantation people only over the weekend 
and I relished the quiet. 

*t v i i a; “> s . 

.During the coffee hour on Saturday, I learned of 
plans for the merchent-planter with his wife to journey 
to New rleans next Saturday or Sunday but whether the 
wife plans to go through the clinic or not didn't seem 
clear although the purpose of the husband is to-do so. 

There was much ado a bout which means of travel would 
be employed to make the journey, The husband 
mentioned the car but the wife didn't want to be bothered 
with it. She thought train, bus or plane would be 
better. 

Today Celeste was upset by the news of the suicide ef ene ef her 
friends in town, a Mrs. Hawkins whem I < 

never heard ef. She andCeleste speke ef a,bridge game 
en Tuesday when they talked tegether en the 'phene yesterday morning. 

It is said at 9 enSaturday night the lady turned the gas en in her bathr 
and that was that • . 

On Saturday night HazelCourge oalled me frem town, asking 
me what day would be good for her to bring down 
Mrs. Charles Cunningham for a tour. I told her she 
h a d better contact Celeste.as I knew she had c ntemplated 
inviting theCunninghams down one day sooner or later. 

Thursday afternoon at 2 was eventual ly decided upon, I wonder 
if Charles will come with them • 

s, : v.‘ j. *r ,•» ." •' ! . 

^ugabou ploughed the Ghana garden on 
Saturday morning and I believe he was ...... 

clear of mind which is worth noting in view ef the Fugabeu 
affinity fer the bottle. Be that as it may, the garden 
looks fresh and ready for planting a though 

I shall wait until we have had a soaking rain before putting 
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V,?' lujSSii*S}' ‘V.& UUtlZr.un* Z H'n c.»4iU.«. 

arc lull a> Til r. q ulr. V»n U Unger there U. l.ng UJ.r. 
they begin sprouting 

•» 

The polio xxx serum was dispensed at all 

Parish school centers today and I hope 6very *"*, 
gtt the stuff. I had intended going to St. Mathew s 
with James but as * did net hear fvom him, 

I did net make it. Ihere will be anether 

XTVX '»% ?£ ‘UK I c.» 

T r, » ;i v?gs « the 

fever, they may be able *• transmit it te younger fblks. 

. 

I understand James was at the camp yesterday but 
he did net pass here. I called him * - tuff 

this neen te learn if he w as coming down and get hlS ' P '{ m ' u" * 

He said he was begged dewn with workmen, --carp* P'**'bly, 

. n j winters, heeina te get things well settled before 

Kay made it bach. He said she had, en advice ef physicians, put eff 

+h. .77 moeratien until she had further recevered 

from 9 the hip business and mould perb q bly be flying bach within 

ten days. I thinh he isquite right in getting the dechs 

clesed befere the patient returns. 

I saved a slab ef birthday cake in the 
ferm ef a slice ef ohecelate pie and tenight 
after putting aside this machine, I 
shall frtify myself with sane and a glass 
ef milh, satisfied that the observation ef thia 
birthday weekend was altegetherpeaceful and fulseme 
as mert a l is lihely te experience and 
it was equally redelent ef happiness fer little Hiss 

Lee at Lyme .. 


. . . . 
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Menday, April 1st, 2963* 


Memorandum• 
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\ ft ftv 


Clear and S0-4ah« 
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S T, ■■ 


,*>: *4 ' *> 


iu ei" i. 
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I!*' 

*r V; > 

.v i '. 

: J »J 


b. a i t ■■ 

mj*' bjjA arte tjJ u jin* 

There was seme scuffling as between here and 
Alexandria this morning. J. H. a!nd Joe went dewn 
te be there at 8 when Re bert was scheduled 
te undergo surgery for a hernia. They had been notified 
as te their brother 's health by the mental institution 
in w ich he Is lodged. J. H. asked if a private 
hospital, doctors and nurses might be used but the 
State institution replied negatively sUice the pateint 
is a mental case and therefor would be mere conveniently 
cared fer under the institution's medical s taff. 

By mid morning both J. R. and Joe returned, 
the operation being postponed until 11 and Joe 
returned in his 
when they had made 

■ ?. , : i 

Joe was back this a fterneen and Ju d» ita A. came dewn 
ind they and Celeste joined J. R., the clerk and 
at supper, Joe said he was going to make it 


car vh ich he had left here in the morning 
de the trip in J. H.'s car. 


» a 

me at supper. 

a point tb visit Robert occasional, ly in the future, leading 


to 




Mu 


me to assume the - operation was considered a success. I have no idei 
when Joe last saw Robert but I assume it may have been at 

least 30 years or so, 

v 

Ihis flurry about Robert reminded me of something 
Lyle once confided to me. Re said one morning in his 
W.P.JT, office in HewOrleans sometime in the 
2930's, he received a letter from Miss Cam 
reading : 

" An old wound I thought long healed has broken 

'oub’J S) " ... 


i jui . 


SH •> i t 

. \x :■£<'■' 6 

i & 

a.::jv r.i a so 

B i ilo 5 

" i oiU s.'o 


Much troubled. C. G. S.' 

Naturally Lyle immediately cancelled 
all appointments a nd c a nght a train forthwith, assuming,as he expla\ 

.. . . i._____ i. an, ... 

me, 

^ ^ t ‘ 


that 

■' 

5 r <\ 
■' I d i,i y; n c 


he 


assumed 
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irst s 


he arrived, J Visa Cam seemed astsnished that he shsuld 
be here and apparantly had fergetten the psint sf her letter, recall 
snly later that she had had irl mind that Rebert had been transferred 
frsm seme place in Tennessee ts Pineville, 

Harsld Bress sr* hiwevir the head sf the u ate itsches 
'phene esmpany called me this afternesn ts say he 
was expecting tws gentlemen frsm theAtlanta 
headquarters sf Seuthern Bell, — gentlemen armed with 
cameras, whs want ts csme‘ tsMelrsse sn 
the msrrsw, Tbs minutes after that csnversatisn, 

Carmen called ts say she had been talking with 

Thelma whs said she had been casting ,beut fsr 

Ca/elyn whs is said ts be in the Parish sn the msrrsw ts 

take pictures fsr the Hedges Magazette and Thelma was wendering 

a bs\it getting vnrieus 'yeiing ladies and matrsns rigged up 

in their csstumes that they might grace seme sf the pictures, 

I have played that rsle befsre, reunding up pesple 

fsr a certain Hsu/, named by the Rscket, and assembled fsr her benef 
snly ts wait and wait and w a it, T recall ene 

eccdsien when the magical mement was set fsr 11 in the merning sf a 
and everybsdy was 'present by 10*30 except Miss Ramsey 
whs blew in at nearly 6 in the afterne'en, Tlierefere, 
in csnsequence sf past experiences, I am net giving a theught 
• as ts whether the a scket may put in a» appearance sr net a»d it 
is certainly a pleasant sensatien ts realise thatl am net 
gsing ts put myself threugh tHe tsrtures that unkept appsintments in 
the past have scoasisned, 

I am gsing ts treat the vegetable and geurd gardens differently 
this year, simplifying them ts the ultimate i*n hspes sf 
being able ts attend ts them perssnally in Targe measure• The 
a msunt sf drinking gsing sn amsng the field hands spells disaster 
fsrvegetatisn where they appear with a hse quite drunk, 

Fug„beu was tee drunk‘ts "wefk i’n the fields teday and 

ss they s ent him ts me this afternesn and I get busy thinking where 

I csuld direct hisattentisn ss he wsuldn t damage tee much stuff, 

* ert\fi\ately when 1 sent him at 1 s'clsck ts get seme stakes. 

He Vanished fsr several heurs sf sleep, 1 suppsse, making me glad ts 

h a ve him sut frsm under feet but ssrry ns pregress was king made 

at gardening, Several interruptiens hage prebably made this 

mems wsnderfully inoeherent sr repetiteus but we'll charge that sff 

the spritt sf spring sr seme such, May the ailing 

member be wsnderfully impreved and hew nice it must be ts have a 

newspaper a gain 
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Tuesday, April 8nd, 19 63* 
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Jt gees withsut saying I was filled with 
rejsicing sn learning sf the imprevement sf the 
ailing tendsn, thinks ts the arrival sf Friday's letter 
frsm Lyme by tsday's pest. This ssts the best news that 
csuld pessibly esme ts hand and immediately sn receivept„ 

•f same, Idispssed sf secretary and retired ts 

is vsice a prayer sf thanksgiving, 

i-i • ' t" ■ .. S'. 6 ■ 9 •- V i1 \> 

„,.v> ..ww _ I thank ysu fsr dL 1 the details esneerning 

ss many peints and fsr the quickening sf the memsry esn¬ 
eerning the gingks trees frsm the 
Circle ts the Plaza• I had 

fergetten their general characteristics entirely and had, 
indeed, fergetten the trees themselves until ysy mentiened 
them and then a mental file sf fergetten 
phstsgraphs suddenly spened , th a nks 
ts he pressing sf the magic butten aifd there again 
were all the trees in their summer greenery, 

A r. ^ j ~ ~ ^ . 

^hafika, t$$ 9 fir having taken the treuile t$ establish 
the date sf Mr,Weellcett's demise I shsuld h a ve swsm it 
was in autumn, what with the warmth ebtaining fsr I recall 
distinctly having a 22 the deers and windews 
spen, ss warm was that mssnlighi night, 

Carmen called me this merning ts say that 
Carelyn was taking pictures and was lunching with 
Thelma at the President's residence sn flerthwestern ( a»d 
that Carelyn repsrted she had tried ts reach me by phene 
early this merning but had fergetten my new 'phene number, 7 
and asked armen ts say ts me sn her behalf that ^she wsuld 
ceme dswn ts see me this afternesn, 

At 8 s'clsck, ts keep my appeintment with Hr, Bress sf 
the lscal telephene effice, and his tws guests frsm the 
Atlanta sffice, I marched ts the frent gate where a 
gentleman did, indeed, descend frsm the car prsmptly sn the dst 
and I said»"Gssd afternesn,Jlr, Bress," and he 
said : "But Lestan, his is Teff Lambdin sf 
Hatches". Well, v su csuld have scssped me up, 

.. * > t • 

He presented his widswed d a ughter-in-law and they said 
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Mary had shipped in te Celeste'fer a element and a mement she 

did return te embrace me. We started in the side gate . 

and caught sight ef Mr. Brees and gentlemen ceming in the frent gate. 

Ikturned the Lambdins leese in the big heuse while 1 § aue 

the guests by appeintment a quick ge-reund. After 

bidding them geedbye, I rejeined the Lambdins and was 

enchanted te chat with them fer tee brief a sessien. They were 

en reute te Hedges Gardens where they planned spe ding 

the night at the Inn. x 

At supper, J. H. reperted that Hebert had gene threugh the 
hernia eperatien successfully and saidt "Oh, by the way, 
semebedy cdL led ene ef’the tewn Henrys long distance teask 
if twe members ef ^United State, Hews and^rldje^er± . 

might have a teur enThursday afterneen and were teld they ceuJd . 
Celeste was expeotiixfj Urs^haTles unwinjhdw et clI 

Thursday afterneen but we weuld jumbled the t we sents in alngh . 


Wednesday, April 3rd, 1963 . 


Memerandumj 






I said 


U 


p 


Carelyn had called at 4 te invite me te dine with 
her in tewn and I acepted . ^he arrived about 
6:50 and we chatted a bit befere geing in te tewn 
and much ground did she cever a >*ut plans and.super-plant i. 

As always, she has ne end ef prefects, including either 8 

er 18 beehs in the River Series. I am sorry te say that 

mn the strength ef these beehs, --all Louisiana rivers, she 

said she had already drawn advances in payment which is *l£*cal and 

b n d. it seems te me. I believe C a rl G armgr is adviser te Helt, semebedy 

J?d serre bedy, the publishers ef the series. Yeu and 1 hne\* er f ec V-V 

well Carelyn isn't geing te w rite ene beeh, let a lene 8 er 18 er 180 

er whatever. 

There was quite a rigamarele akeut deing a Cajun documentary mevier 
requiring her te jeurney with camera te Britt a ny to take pictures ef 
the Burepean starting peint ef the Cajuns and after that there weuld ?e the 
Canadian interlude befere these hard fisted sens ef the 
seil finally ended up in the Seuth Leuisiana marshes. Carelyn 
reperted that at luncheen, Thelma had mentiened that she and Jehn weuld 
be flitting ever te Burope this summer W'ith a view te taking 
picturesin Brittany and Normandy but I forget new 
just what the purpese ef’these films might be. Perhaps <■ 

Jehn plans a dcumentary te tey with when he has ■- given 
up the lecal residency. 

Carelyn threatens te n a ke anetyer reund in June when the 
crepe myrtles are in flewer te get further pictures in «• 
tewn fer the Hedges Magaxettp, I think she has in mind te <d» an ether 
beek rjbeut El C a mine Real, using the celer plates, used in back 
issues ef the Magasette. ~ 

flMSJK-L:-*.. 






LiV 


. Anether . levely day. 

* y ft 

I believe it was a year age yesterday we had afreet 
but there is nething abeut today s wpather te recall it. 
fliis mernihg fhe summer seasen was effici a llV recognised 
as having begun when we meved fromthe winter dining room 
»ut inte the summer ene which little Miss Lee may recall. 

I haven't cPyihing ef any interest te report but shall 
add a S«V> rade m items, seme ef which I might have mentiened 
last night but didn't getareund te de se. One ef these 
was the 9 ebservatien by Carelyn that she believed Mrs. Hedges 
whe is a kindly, semewhat simple seul, is definitely net 
inclined teward receiving peeple endlessly f a semewhat 

unfertunate f a ot since the persen dwelling en that estate 
a nd married te a semewhat shy but sedally inclined husband, 
sheuld by all circumstances be in an ideal situation 
if she leved puring tea, day in and day eut fer peeple she 
might net knew and pessibly weul never see but ence. 

'There were seme interesting, ebservatiens by the Recket 
abeut the fermer heme sf Charles Cunningham whioh 
he seld t# seme deoter er dentist whe is said te have lsts 
ef pretty furniture and whe plans te have it en 
teur \iext go-round. I believe the heuse which isn t 
# ything much wap preb a bly builta r»und 1900, "* 
perhaps a d«p a de er twe earlier, pessibly a decade er se 
later, young man whe was presiding suer the place 

when a phetegraph er twe was being attested, 
the earlier sectien ef the heuse was built in the 1830 s 
while the balance sf it was constructed tniaeB. r *> 
indeed. I reckon, is any heuse in the Seuth built in 1862. 
The yeung man explained the h suse which is in tewn, is known 
as Chantilly. He pronounced it 0 * — * 

enfprdisuncesthe English er American u>#rd,c--ch 0 »t and 
the last half sf the word he pronounced in the good eld 
Americanfashien .ike <jiyene might refer te his Aunt Tilly., 
which inclines is take ene a*aok momentarily if 
ene is accustemed te thinking ef the werd, a s kemg 
usually preneunoed in French after the manner ef the 
Prince ef G ende's preperty. 

* _ V _ , *• : * ' X) • •* 

J. H rati dewn te Alexandria te see hew 
his brother, Robert, was recuperating from his 
hernia eperatien ef yesterday and was impressed by the 

...... A i <■' * 











From the Francois Mignon Papers/ #H-3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 







12340 


fact that Rebert was up and walking a ^ont, *hen J, H. 
had his hernia opera ion a few years age, ene didn't 
jump eut ef bed within twenty feur heurs ef the operatien but 
having operatiens, like having babies teday, seems te call 
fer quite different recuperative methods. 


: tr 


I find myself wendering hew things are geing at 
Hyde Park, I assume James must be busy i n getting 
the place the way he wants it befere Kay arrives which 
J suppese will be withing a nether week er se, I called 
Jamesa ceuple . ef times and get him ence but 
having dene that, I felt the gesture was sufficient and 
that it weuld be mere censiderate 0Ji my part if I let 
him get on with his business and leave it fer him te 
call me when the dust settled 

I was pleased te learn that this sectien ef 
the Parish respended rather well te Sunday's 

pelies treatment er rather the immunisation medicaldispenary that 
functioned fer this a rea at St, Mathew's scheel up 
the read 3 er 4 miles, Oddly eneugh the 
tewn ef Cleutierville and the rural sectien fer several 
miles a reund had enly 7 er 8 hundred takers while 
the Melrese-St,Mathew's sessien dispensed the dregs 
en cubes ef sugar te semething ever* two theusand, I 
expect-te K get mine this ceming Sunday• If Ja m cs 
deesn't shew up te previde transportation, I shall 
ask ene ef my leoal friends te give me 
a ride, last week the whele preject, sefar as this 
particular address is cenoerned, get tangled up because 
my neighberh acress the fence get the impressien 
the clinic was te be cenducted in Hay, which it 
is indeed but that is fer the secend leaf 9 f sugar As ef 
this morning, —and there are 3 er 4 mernings betwien new 
a nd Sunday, the plan is fer semebedy te drive J, H, andCeleste 
te Seshner's Hespital in the Hew rleans envirens, le a ving 
here at 9 en the Sabbath meriting* That eught 
te give me an eppertunity te make my plans te 
visit the St, Mathew's dispensery easily 
eneugh as between 1 and 6 p, m. It seems that helpers 
the clinic take the name.and age ef each persen 
taking the medecine and a card testifying te same is presented 
te each persen, I, S,Willard cenfided te me.that 
when she get her sugar cube in tewn and was asked her age, 
she asked the recerder siiply, in place ef years te put the werd " 
I, S ,Willard, in shert, is a s ght,,,,,,. 


eld 


< ' • r «' i 
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Thursday, April 4th, 19 63 . 


, Lr " “ • 


■\ S 


Memerandum : 




Cleudy a »d ceel. 


ft:’!' 




a 


I had such a strange experience teday in cennectien with 
visiter . 

■.A). T: / c . V. ■ . "■ 

The heur was 15*45 n»#n« I was busy with half a desen cheres 

in a nt„cipatitien ef afterneen jeilgrims, scheduled te arrive at 8, — 
the finishing ef d manuscript 1 was sending te .tewn by a 
12:30 car geinf te tewn, seme edds and ends ef tidying up three 
heuses, a secretary waiting te run threugh a ceuple ef things and se #n 
when anether secretary tapped at the white garden side -.and semebedy tapped •; 
the eppesite side ej the yeuse, I respended te the latter 
where I feund a lady, She said she was Catherine Heward a nd 
might she bring in seme ladies whe were in the car 
a t the frent gate • I teld her cemp a ny was 
in the effing and Henrys were areund and abeut and 
I regretted she hadn't made an aj epeintment. She said she 
a nd the ladies had spent the night at Hedges Meter Inn• I asked 
her if they had been cemfertable and she said they had and all 
this time I was casting abeut in my mind as te the identity ef 
Catherine Heward . She didn't spy where she 
hailed frem and I d.idn.'t ask, i Then' she asked if it weuld 
be alright if she breught the ladies just te walk abeut the 
gardens and I said it weuld net be alright because 
guests we e expected and seme ef the Henrys weul 
pregably be with the guests and there weuld be 

cenfusien and se she said she weuld explain it te her cempaniens 
and she departed and I stepped b a ck inte the heuse and 
heped te get threugh with the stuff, including a bath, which I 
wanted te get dene befere the appointments . 

— 

What with the several pets ceeking at the same time, I 
theught ne mere lady until areund 4 e'cleck when 

I recalled that en leaving she did say^that she suppesed she 
had written te me ef her husband's death, I must have 

leeked mere v a gue than usual and asked her when that was and she said it was 
in 19 55 . . 

As I h a ve searched thr recesses ef my mind, I have finally ceme up 
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Friday, April 5 th , 2963. 
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20 


. I i. '" * 

with seme Saint recellectien ef a lady I met ence »r twice, —a Dallas 

lady but what her name might have been I ceuldn't recall and it may very 

well have been Catherine Heward but § »ne thing I am 

certain, I knew nething abeut a husband, I d» remember 

distinctly a lady whe ence sent me "semething yeu always 

wanted", as she explained in advance ef its arrival and 

p ckages semehew get mixed up and 1 thanked her, —all •/ this 

mail, fer "what I had always wanted" and it 

turned eut that threugh seme mistake, she was thanked ence er twice 

fer semething semebedy else had. sent and what I really 

Ji a d "always wanted" was ah electric deck which, indeed, I never had 

dreamed ef craving. And new that I think ^yeut it 

I'll bet Catherine Heward was that lady and she wuSt have 

feund me remarkably celd and inhespitable, On the <. 

ether hand, if her husband died in 19 55 and ene a ssumes she must 

h a ve invaded Melrese en seme dab pnier te that , hew in the werld 

was I expected te remember her. In spite ef »th t, hewever, j 

must say I vastly regret ^„ stupidity and, did 

I knew her address, I weula drep her a nete ef apelegy. c ut I den't knew 
her address and can enly hope she will indicate same en a n envelepe when 
she wrise^ste deneunce m& fsr shtverimg receptieiv 1 »*'•■ r? 
extended he,r, 

' 

On the scheduled appeintments, Mrs, Charles • 

Cunningham appeared right en time and. the U, S 
flew s and^erld Repert never shewed up and never 
cancelled their appeintment, 

v'c ~ nvS, ft ' \$ ftv > • r» . £ft 3r o $ t. ft ft ft- 

I feund Mrs, Cunningham rather shert ef stature and 
thing ef figure wearing an everall print design ef 
freck that wasn't pretty. She was evenly balanced in 
her reactien te things, manifesting rather mere interest 
in seme things than the, run-ef-the-mill pilgrims but 
re-acting te everything as a well trained child, geing ever 
beard a beut nething. She said what she liked a beut 
the place wasits featheredndjuncts, &he presented me 
with a bettle ef wine and I, in turn g n ve her a tile 
and in an heur I had bewed her and her cempanien eut and twe heurs 
would have easily been censumed had her enthusiasm quickened 
te anything in particular,,,,,,,,,, . 




, ?. A 


93 


Memerandumi 

• - , .... , .. Jn £ *>i :< i i . • 93 • V »' i 

Chilly in the 50's a nd sprinkly all day but 
enly three tenths ef an inch has fallen thus far but 
it c ntinues sprinkling, Ihis evening we meved back frem 
the summer dining reem inte the winter jne, 

• j> . 3.- ■ J'j!''', '.'!? 5! ‘ ■' .'3 ' ' \ ' ■' c ' li • 1 

Tuesday's letter frem Lyme arrived by teday's 
pest te delight my seul, I am se glad te knew the 
thumb centinues mending and may the geed werk ge 
ferward, -- t 

; •• r\ a * # ’ i . «• ’: ^ 

It was se geed ef little Miss Lee te give me 
an acceunt ef natal day celebratiens, The gathering ef kin felks 
and friends seunded pleasant and I was delighted te 
have particulars abeut mid tewn deings, I had heard 
abeut the restaurant where asseciates jeined in. • 
festivities a»d it seems te me James read 

semething te me abeut that same restaurant which, if I remember 
cerrectly, was ameng the. enes named in t he Vegue article 
abeut eutstanding restaurants in the big city. Hew little 
Miss Lee feund the drinks and feed was therefere especially 
striking, James has been quite interested in <. 

the man whe developed the magazine and the restaurants because, 

I believe, he is glad that gentleman g a ve Dick Oregery his first 
chance, Jt seems te me CeusinArthur, J, H, a nd 

seme ethers dined at ene ef the flew Orleans restaurants under the 
auspices ef the same publisher and restaurateur 
and there was seme disappeintment en the part ef seme ef the 
gentlemen in the party because the waitresses . were se elusive • Smile . 

I oannet tell yeu hew appreciative I am te learn 
abeut little Miss Lee's theughtfulness in securing 
the newspapers mentiened. On the weekend when it appeared the 
strike was at leng last apparantly ceming te an end, 
the clerk asked me if^I had made arrangements te • 
secure the first editien when resumptien was 
under way and I said I had net and realized frem subsequent 
events that it weuld have been tee late fer me te have 
erdered same, flew, hevever, my disappeintment has been 
transfermed inte happiness and I shall be leeking ferward 
te the arrival ef same.and.eventually shall place them in 
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the felie with the first issue ef the New YerkTimes 
Les Angeles issue. Hew c a n I thank Gei 
fer little Hiss Lee, 

I have keen a little surprised at the number ef peeple 
whe h a ve manifested interest in the celumn having 
te de with Guinea talk. Quite a few peeple have 1 phened me 
te give me their interpretatien ef the. werds the 
Guineas say and Carjmen, Mrs, V a lker and ethers have reperted 
cenversatiens they have heard en the subject that get started 
the celumn, J, H,was talking with 
seme gentlemen en business this merning when he chanced tesee 
me at the Pest Office and he breke eff his cenference te 
call te tell me that I vy Dunkleman, —wht>c a n s a y the 'aferesaid 
Ivy m a y be, had speken te him en the subject and 
went inte seme detail net enly as te the speken 
werd ef the guineas but aJ.se what the turkey gebbler 
has te say when he expresses himself, 

v, • ' ' 

interruptien . 

b‘..v: '.=>.■'■• sttssi, -'A i s> 

Hebert and his little beycame te get seme asperin /•r 
which semebedy in the family had need. In the eld 
days the night calls were made at the heuse acress 
the fence but in recent years, what with ene thing and 
ai ether, the path has led mere and mere in this directien 
and especially if it is theught my neighber’s heuse is 
wrapped in slumber, I a m delighted te 
nete that teday's sprinkle has develeped inte a dewn - • 

peur and se the thirsty seil will be getting a fulseme 
drink, Ihe pastures, already dry, will respend accerdingly 
a nd new I shall be a ble te start planting the vegetables 
fihis ceming week. 

This rain will hasten the unfelding ef the pecan leaves, tee. 
Different varieties ef pecans epen their le a ves at different 
times, the Desire a bles being the earliest and seme ef them 
are already all epen with the mere laggardly enes just beginning te make 
their minds. Thanks te the present rain, hewever, the whele pesse 
will be getting their parasels well epen and we 
may cenclude that summer has indeed arrived, 

He cemeth te a clese this pest nat a l day weekend and I 
find a resey glew areund and „beut me as I praise Ged 
fer teday's grand letter frem'lyme . 


Sunday 


z 

j V 1 IIII i 


■e 7th, 19 63. 


V 


-j; i y 


Memerandumt 


- r . * . 

v - : Sr . B 4 \ 0 ‘^ ' •- ; '■ ;it«i T « i" A " - ’' 5 .‘ ^ ‘ : ' 

' ,, ; " , ■ • • <; ' < • ? * ‘ ; 

Memerandumi 

Cleudy with sprinkles Saturday, clearing at night 
and teday wenderfylly sunny and ceel. Our tetal ef 
rain, er perhaps I sheuld say sprinkle, was exactly 2 inches 
which was just grand fer vegetable planting this ceming week, and 
magical fer the pastures, 

Altheugh Friday night ’s rain was general between 
BatenReuge and Shrevepert, Natchiteches Parish get the greater 
ameunt er the greatest, with Eaten Reuge enly a trace 
and Shrevepert just ever an inch, I w a s interested te learn 
frem theWgather Bureau repert that Friday night •s inch ef 
rain in Shrevepert was the first time within a 24 heur peried 
that Sh r evpeert had had a » inch since last August 30th which 
certainly seunds life a dreught fer that area• 

. 

I had understeed that Kay was suppesed te arrive 
enSaturday by plane frem Maye's and I sent a little greeting 
but I learned frem the grapevine she didn't arrive yesterday 
and se’I assume she may have ceme teday but that is enly a guess. 

Having missed the pelie dreps en a cube ef sugar last Sunday, 

I made it a peint te get mine teday, I saw Andy en Saturday a fterneen 
and ield him it weuld be nice if he weuld ceme aleng with me en the merrew, 

I suggested we leave here at 22:30 te walk the twe er three miles 
up the read te. $ 1, Matheews and he said he weuld be .here in time, 
a s, indeed, he was, re a ching Yucca premptly at 8:4b, Smile, 

J, H, called me at 9, asking if I weyldn t enjey 
cup ef ceffee and se I j ined him at his heuse and 10 minutes 
later he. Celeste and their driver headed seuthward, 

t, 

Andy and I headed up the read at 11 •30 but .had enly gene 
a mile and a half er se when a mulatte everseer with several 
in-laws stepped tfueir. car and invited us te ride wf{ich ^ 
we did, ; 

Ihe whele set up, —and I assume it is the same in all 
scheels in the Parish, was perfect. As ene entered the a ^diterium, ene 
was greeted by a receiving liiye ef perhaps a deaen yeung men, —teen agers, < 
at St. blather's, ef ceurse, they were celered. One yeung gentleman 


rrew. 
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ttepped ferward te greet the new arrival $ hand him a paper q beut the size 
ef this sheet and escert him te a l»ng t a ble behind which say several 
yeung teen age ladies, s» that several new-cemers ceuld be taken care ef 
b these several yeungsters at the same time and thus facilitate things, 

The yeung lady whe teek my paper apparently wrete my name, age and address 
it and was abeut te wave me further dewn the endless table when 
the f a mili r vice ef the lady deater greeted me, She siad she was se glad 
she had arrived just when I-g^ve my age because she had always wendered 
and IJeld her I was glad she had heard it frem my ewn lips since 
ebvieusly the figure given was purely fictienal • .As we chatted, 
semebedy handed me a little paper cup a **ut tfte size ef a catsup cap and I 

was teld there was a cube ef sugar all prepared with the serum in it 

and I swallewed the cube and that was that, The 

lady dector asked me if Kay had arrived yesterday and I had te cenfess 
I didn't knew. She said she had had a letter frem Kay, asking her te 
have a nurse ready fer her »u her arrival . Oddly eneugh, the lady 
decter didn't knew that the address ef t heRegisters had been changed 
frem Pedan te Hyde Park and 1 didn 't ask where she 
h a d instructed the nurse te attend the patient, if and when 

the latter put in an p appearance • Eleanere was then 

called away and I meved further aleng te the emit where a gentleman 
ef celer sat at a table and anether gentlem a n ef celer greeted me, 
explaining he was PrefesserButler, the head ef St, Mathew's . The 
gentleman at the desk received centributiens if ene cared te le a ve a 
quarter and I was teld that se many peeple had respended te this suggestien 
that it appeared all cests fer the present clinic had been defrayed, 

1 fefget te say that while I was talking with the lady decter, semebedy 

h a d h a nded me a little slip ef paper and the gneleman at the desk reminded 

te retain it te bring it b^ck with me en the secend ge-reund a ceuple 

ef weeks hence. It was all very pleasant and when, —le 

minutes ,after entering the place, Andy and I were leaving, the same 

mulatte greup whe had breught us were waiting in their car te 

bring us b a ck heme which, indeed, they did and it was all 

very pleasant all areund, 

. * » ‘ - ‘ 

On the distressing side ef the news, the brethers 
Atmes and Pal Reme, abeut 50, get inte seme kind ef 
a scuffle in their Little River heme when 
their papa, Gil, went te Church at St, Mary's-en-the- 
Bayeu . A shetgun was invelved and it blew effene ef 
Aikems' feet at the ankle, Atmes was ence the artist's "helper", 

During the past ceuple ef summers, he has my prize 

swinger ef the hee in the Ghana . garden, Obvieusly, what 
with, planting starting en the merrew, he will net be lending 
me a hand this seasen, Ihe thing abeut the plantatien, 
even as in Grand Hetel, is the fact that nething ever 
happens .. 


Menday, April 8th, 19 63, 


Memerandum $ < 

i. 1. * 3 t ■' t ‘j. 7 ^ t . 1 * 

Fair and 80-ish with a brisk west breeze mest ef the day, 
Tenight the full meen is radiant, 
r/ in s . .i - v* ;r v ,». t' 

The pest breught the cepies ef the flew IerkTimes 
and Herald Tribune and I an at ence indebted 
a nd delighted, I had mentiened te J, H, enSaturday that we 
were being presen^ed cepies ef the twe issues by-little 
Miss Lee and he was elfvieusly pleased • I am keeping 
beth cepies at Yucca fer a while until I have had an eppertunity 
te turn threugh them and after that I shall place them in the 
big felie ef the library, aleng with the ether unique newspaper 
treasures, 

-rc' v' ■ ■' S <st .ttt v •' '• «»ft 

lack Brittain called this merning te ask me a 
f a ver, —"I've get seme peeple"—he began and I 
interrupted te say "Alright ". 

— * 

He went en ^te explain that seme. Federal efficials are 
scheduled te legk ever the envirens ef Matchiteches en the 
merrew, fellewing a study ef the tewn this afterneen, 

, a dinner at seme camp «n Black Lake tenight, the inspectien 
ef mevies ef the regien and se en. On the merrew 
Herman Fletcher will take them under his wing and 
the Celenial Hatchiteches efficials theught it weuld 
be an excellent idea te h a ve the W a shingten gentlemen 
make a reund e the area, starting with Melrese , 

at 8 a,m,, thence te Oakland, thence te the Leuisiatia 
reem at Nerthwestern, after viewing the site ef 
Fert St, Jean B a ptiste, thence te Les Adeus, 

Fertwhatever and se en te Hedges Gardens, 

As Melrese is the enly plantatien dating frem the 
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Tuesday , April 9th, 2963 


myriad, so far asit buildings are concerned, 
that is dStinl ir”r U 1603, it was h.pei that I might .ell 
bill ef goods* on the colonial periad ta the visiters whaa re 
fiere ta inspect the regian ta see if it merits .. . 

. a ift ef meney by whatever department operates in furthering 
tourism and I shall be delighted tada what 1 can 
at 8 in the morning. It seems a little add . mM * mrn * imn 

that altheugh I have neve warmed up much te the restoration 
ef the Fort, —actually re-building of it, 

I seem to be the one, according to report, who got the 
ball rolling in the first place by the Chamber ef Commerce 

oi^MMoh 90JIL0 U0CLTS CL €19 Wllictl l)CLT*i0U8 

people in town fiddling with the idea ef restoring the thing and 
now I am called upon to sell Washington 
the idea to give the money to do the job by con- 
vincing tomorrow a visitors the area has something worth 
showing to tourists • 

Kau just called, —the first peep I have heard from theit 
direction from her or James, Ihrusday er Friday, I guess, having 
been the last time a direct report came through. She 
said she had a fine trip down and that the view of the Osarks 
from 10,000 feet mate her want to explore them one of these days • 
She reports that she will return to Rochester in July 
for a check-up, that the plaoe is wonderful and the 
cooperation between the portestant May staff and the Catholic 
St. Mary's Hospital where she underwent hersurgery is 
marvelous.She said James had made the house , 

comfortable for her, she was quite contented but laughingly 
she spoke of Hyde Park a nd the other house ,up the river 
and said she had told James she would take w *£»••*** him • 
she being his guest at Hyde Park part of the time and he 
as her guest with her up the river at other times. She 
anid she hoped A un*t Willie would come 

a nd occupy the other house for a month or so sometime before long 

On the home front the overseer in the cattle section 
with his family moved today, having mentioned his intention 
to do so to no one, which will probably make J. H. uneasy 

... u. t..~ i-t. lit.* ctukius can carrv on, however, and 
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Wednesday, April 10th, 19 63. 


Jut before they quitted the Yucca house, a call f rom the 
Louisianne asked me if I would make a special exception and 
receive a young couple from Denmark. I would, Tfiye arrived just 
as the Washington contingent was leaving # Ihey were charming and I was 
delighted to give them a little go-round. But as they left and 
as I hoped to get to the Po3t Office with he aforsaid package, 
a *r. a nd Mrs Carroll of 11 ewCrleans turned up and I took them 
for a quick go-round. They had spent the night at the Hodges 
Gardens motor inn. When the go-round was about half 
completed, Mrs. Carroll said something a bout her friend, Mrs. 

Ida Chapman of .Covington and I laughed and said•"Cousin Ida", and then 
it turned out theCarrolls know all the Storm-0hrien-Dormon 
folks. Among other things Mrs. Carroll confinded to me is the fact 
that she is so glad Hay escaped from the enervating personality 
of Aunt Willie, etc., etc. 

. ■ 

4s theCarrolls departed an Oregon car, parked along side, dis- 
gourged a youth who looked like Pat. He said he and his wife 
lived near Portland, Oregon, the wife having originally hailed 
from nearfftngh a mpton, Alew York and they should so much like to 
get a picture of the Melrose house. They got it and several 
other houses, too, and then it was noon and that was 
a morning without gardening but I did pick a n egg from 
Louella's nest. 

The afternoon turned out to be the same kind of a merry—go—round 
including a very nice man from town who has always been thoughtful 
to do nice things for me although I doi\'t know him but 
I do know his wife who is a bag and, feeling sorry 
for the husband because of the b a g-ish wife, I g a ve him 
more time than I should have between jumps. 

I don't remember if I mentioned yesterday that Kay said 
a nurse come every day x to assist her with exercises for two hours. 

As I have neither seen nor heard from James, I don't know 
if Kay is able to walk yet or not. She did say last night 
she hoped to be able to get a kout with a cane after the July 
check-up, leading me to assume that perhaps crutches are still 
in order if, indeed, she is walking at a ll. 

I have quite a lot of work to do tonight on this keyboard but 
I a,m hoping sometime .tonight to catch a re-broadcast of the 
doings in Vie White House rose garden today when the President 
signed the procla^tion creating Sir Winston an 
honorary citizen of the United States, thereby honoring us all 
by being a citizen, too, and making us the prouder of our own status... 




• • * 


Memorandum• 

9 . 

Summer. L a st night a t 11, it w a s 80 inD a llas 
and it was here, too, I guess, and stems to be about the same 
tonight at the same hour. At least the doors and windows 
are all epen, an electric fan is zipping along at a brisk clip 
and I am but immoderately clad, if any. The humidity was 
high all day and although it wasn't exactly cloudy, the veils of 
moisture filtered the sun so it scarcely cast a shadow which 
was just perfect for the transplanting I wanted to do. 

i ■ 

By the dawn s.early light I began marking off rows of 
the five parterres in the u hana garden with a view to 
arriving at triangles in the center of each where I had in 
mind to set out a few dozen tomato plants, his year 
I am setting up wracks for the tomatoes to lean on instead 
of providing them with stakes later in the ssassn, therebye ruining 
too many plants if 1 have the same drunken assistants this 
year, that I did last. Die absence of the bottle today enable me 
to get some work out of Fug a bou and with the help of the artist's 
grandson , Clyde Claude Emmet Da^ns, junior, things moved along pretty 
well in constructing some of the wracks and before sundown the 
last tomatoplant to hand was set into the ground and given 
a sprinkling. 


b v 


T S ■ 


My hope tf concentrating on any job, however, got me 
no farther today than it did yesterday, however. James appeared 
after noon dinner, bearing several^items of food, —tomoatoes, 
melons, strawberries, potato chips, ice cream and the Lord knows 
what all. I was wringing wet in the^hana ende a vor and welcomed 
the opportunity to collapse and sample the ice cream with him. 

But just as he and I had tasted a sample, Blythe and Miriam 
Johnson appeared n nd so I got no opportunity to 
chat much with James to learn detailsabout Kay although 
I did gather from what he said to Blythe that Kay is apparantly 
m a king it nicely. On entering, Blythe presented 

me with a chooolate pie and she helped me open the box and just as 
we got a glance at it, Blythe said s 


s & ’ *i bv 


n I appreciated your letter and the seeds of theC a ndleabra plant 
you sent, but you didn't know, did you, that my brother, 
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Thursday, April 11th, 2963* 


Aritl, h a i »«» stricken with a Heart attack a»d died." 

Well, 1 certainly didn't and l cl.eed deem the cever en 
U ‘ r i“th.u,ht the nenent cH.e.n Ut 

edd and Blythe went en te.give af ^i nd a sked me 

rjr?: a * 

Blythe wh. maid pick *, up and •<*<•*«,“»JJ; r £“j, 

„r*t, the^riarweed lady event a ll V * ■ »•* rus ' , * n9 
a dal/ at Briarweed in the near future 

I walked U the car with the ladies, James 

k. he re vntil I r.*;rM« >• ^ft,*#**;*. 

a beut writing a beek m dt him feet censcieus. I 

dioating his recent activities have «a -J rt he „ exp i^natien 

a m wendertng if his expanding weight m a y n.t l» Jar «a J » 

./ pressure en Jia e*tr•»<«••; £ J^JeSt. d. s.mi 

Jane8 had vanished, much te my regret fer iwai 
ommd sht&pine fer me in tewn and te cemmissien zne 

%?ZTa£~,\Za «*»• “ 

r«we VS 

*;:kss* :? £^ss; ,r «n"s“i:^t4 l s! «• * •» •**•* 

#/ osier • Remarkable, fan t it. 

tfy neighbers acress the fInYnews^frem dswn that way , 
the .Veto Orleans area as yet. J hau«» t »aa a ny ^ 

E-Ei-hiz hrz 

IZ UP .} Zl in Xti'cvZ td TnfZdZ}Ttha .. £ 

/■#r the “atchiteches are a ftr ynri s n pl n u, iU 2d encemjass 

d evelepement which, ef ceurse, in the everaiJ. P 
the re-building sf the /»rt. # A nc j new 


Mens rand urns 

Fair, hu»nid and in the 90'8. 

^he pesple frsm acress the fence returned 
this afterneen areund 2. Wh a t the findings sf the clinic 
may have been, few pesple will preb a bly 
learn, 'l'he merchent-plante.r said 

he weuldn't knew anything n beut it until later when 

he wsuld be advised by letter, at least that 

is what he tsld the clerk. His Mfe tsld 

me the findings weresn the miner side ss far as ailments 

were csncerned and that relaxatien sr at least a slewing 

dswn was recemmended but that sJie w as tsld by 

the patient' that slewing dswn din't de anyene K any geed, 

■ u 

A ruple ef trees er bushes were breught aleng 
frem seme^ place in Seuth Leuisian a , perhaps flew 
Iberia • Planting them was a jei> anyene 
ceuld readily have managed by h-imsplf but 
the lady reundefl up feur pesple te assist, Wtien 
I learned ef her return, I drepped my gardening and 
went e jer te say Hewdy and Wilceme Heme but I 
never did get a chance te inject either ef these • 

brief greetings, what with a fl • •/ cemplaints abeut her traveling 

cemp q nien, the fact that eggs had te be dyed fer 

Easter, an appeintment en the merrew at the beauty shep, 

etc,, etc,, giving the impressien the whele werld-was 

eut ef jeint in general. J, ftr ene, was delighted te 

retreat te my ewn enien hed, rejeicing I lived 

in such a' happier universe. 

Th a nks te high humidity andan evercast ef feg 
until nearly 11 e 1 deck this merning, the 
tender yeung temate plants set eut 
yesterday had an eppertunity te get 

pre ty well e 3 t a blished befere the sun's rays get turned en 

and at twilight, they g a ve premise ef having 

survived their first d n yJn their new situatien 

witheut tee much sheck. I centinue the 

werk en the wracks where ether temate plants 

will be et eut in geed time and I held eff 

planting seeds such as beets, ekra and se en 

until after the tiny trellises fer the temate plants 

are a ll finished and trapsing back and ferth acress the 

parterre is finished. 
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I h a ve quite a bit $ 

I am, late and may let seme 
slide until temerrew night 
deck slide areund se fast 
I remped threugh a 
myself with a tall 
cellapsed te catch 
this machine fer a 
in te chat fer an 


mai-l tenight but 
•S _ the thing a 

Semehew the hands ef the 

__ w _ during planting time . 

shewef at first dark, fertified 
glass ef ‘iced ceke and 

up with the news, after which I attacked 
few minutes when Hebert deepped 
heur • As he was leaving, I guess itwas 


areund 9, James called te cever yesterday s 
sessien with Blythe and te giggle a 

a beut the great speed with which Blythe rattled aleng and 
te remark upen his astenishment a beu the co¬ 
incidence •/ the pie presentatien aleng with the news ef 
her brether's death, —pie filling and the 
ebituary all , mixed up tegether semehew . He 
expressed the hepe 1 ceuld spend the day with 
en Easter and said Kay w anted te talk with me 
teel — Well, she did talk a beut that and a fleck ef ether 
pleasant tepics but I hedged en spending the day 
with them. I said I weuld have te see what the guest 
list fer the lecal set-up weuld be and weuld let them 
knew. If I passthe afterneen with them, that will'be 


him and 
en that 


Kay 

peint, 


sufficient, and pprhaps that is all they meant by 
"spending the day", fer, ceme te think ef it, I t 
they den't get under full sail until G k»ut neen. 


think 
Kay so id 
glad te be 


was 

Mary's was ioenderful. 


• y den't get under full sail uimtj. a 
she was feeling definitely en the mend and 
eut ef the hespital reutine altheugh St. 

She says she is required te flatten eut every h a lf heur 
at present but the half heur sp^n can be extended frem 
time te time as she impreves. She mentiened I • S. 

Willard, just back frem Baten A euje er semewhere, had drepped 
in and I think beth firls benefit frem their centacts and 
James must appreciate it, tee, since it prebably a fferds him seme 


breathing space. 

1'he Chamber ef Cemmerce and the radie 
beth called this neen te say their speech 
fer services rendered during 
felks and Mrs. Walker called 
busynewspapering until after 
merning. Se turns an active 
levely where it can be viewed 


8 tatien 
ef thanks 

the visit ef the W a shingten 
te say she and her husband were 
3 e ’deck this 
werld and all se 
frem vantage peints •••••• 


. 


Friday, April 18th, 19 63« 


Memerandum: 


12 - % 


Fair and pleasantly ceel. 

Die pest tedaywasa delight in the jeli lapin that 
had hepped in all the way frem Lyme, still leeking 
as fresh as a daisy • Hie grand letter ... v+« 

accompanying the levely hard pleased me equally, what with its 
details ef the'deings in Lyme. It all seunded like 
a busy time this impending weekend . 

I am 3e glad te have particulars regarding the time 
and the WOR breadcasts which seund wenderful . 

Atmespheric cenditiens are such that I cannet aticipate 
clear receptien, semetimes the signal being as clear 
as a belli ethet times as hellew as a drum . But 
it's geing te be fun fishing fer the preg ram and 
it’s qeing te be grand when it can be established, beth 
fer the pregram itself and fer the sense Lest a n will ex¬ 
perience in sensing it is being shared • I 

nm se qlad te learn a l k*ut all ^‘*3 shall busy myself w \ th 
efferts te extract it frem the ether waves at an heur in a d va c f 
me\tiened as being the Lyme scheduled appearance ef same . 

I was happy te learn ef little Miss Lee s 
success in establishing cent.ct with the news pregram I had 
mmntimned. I chanced te be listening te the 
same pregram and liked the w a y little MissCareline get mte 
the festivities henering Sir Winsten • 

I was interested in a repert frem Mrs. Walker teday, 
indicating that ttne er mere persens in //dtchitschs* 
whe a re white, are interested in making a centnbutien 
te the legal fund in behalf ef cellectmg ^* U t V e /* 1 r e 
leg a l cests in making a n appeal f*r the feur peeple 
cenvicted last week in the murder ef the 
relleae iieuth a while back. It was 

theught my neighber. Bill Jenes, V a.ble„ e ire 

seme 9 light en the matter and he called just new te say 
he was geing te tewn tenight te talk 
seme church member up there whe had asked him and 
his brother te see semething a beut acting as 
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C* T« • X 

C A.iVWr- 


collecters ef the funds in this neighborhood and that he weuld drop 

in te see vie on the morrow to let vie knew to whus the 

centri butions should be made by people whs are tswn residents, 

Obviously nsbsdy wants innscent bystanders being shst 

by ever-excitedcitizens, There is a feeling, — 

possibly felt by a few people at least but prsb a bly exptessed 

spenly by nsne thatthe sentence sr rather the verdict $f 

the jury in the case was sn the severe side, what with 

sne man having dene the sheeting andthree yeuths, ene ef 

them 17, whe were in the c a r frem which an elder 

m a n had fired, had receivedpessibly mere than their 

share ef thepenalty when all were cenvictedi It is 

3 uppesed the man'whe did the sheeting will be sentenced to f the 

electric chair• What the yeuthsin the scuffle will get isn t 

known, 1 he jury's finding was that all three were guilty witheut 

CaPitel punishment, whatever that implies Off hand, it 

weuld appear that the c a use ef justice, seciety a nd the 17year old 

yeuth preb a bly weuldn't prefit much by having a murder cenvictien 


pinned en him, especially as he was aleng with the driver ef 
the car, his uncle, —the yeuth is a n erph a n, — and 
apparently net an active participatant in the deings, 


Uy ceffee companion was less peevish teday th a n yesterday• 
I must cenfess, hewever, that I al w aU s fihd I am being 
given quite a turn when I hear the casual reference te 
the death ef the husband and the re-marriage. Semehew 
such statments alwasys sound so unexpected, 


I was henered with ne gardening assistants this morning but 
this fterneen, the plantation running out ef work, four 
field hands, having net the vaguest notion as te the difference 
between ^ cultivated plant and a weed were sent te me, and 
no garden progresses much with different sets ef laborers on each 
successive go-round, Hut one dees what ene can and that is that, partis 
cularly a s the ene sending this different assortment with every ge-reuni 
han't the vaguest notion as to what gees in tecreating 
what is being attempted, All this is bound to sound mighty 
grumpy but in all truth, 1 feel as happy as a clam ,•••••• 




Sunday, April 14th, 1963, 


. 



S5 •> S ' 


L^o 


Uemerandum • . 


<j A - 2 




Ideal weathev • 


p, . ; ' ' 1 ■ ~ 

Naturally my thoughts were "hoovering" around Lyme 
this weekend, * am sure it w as a busy time even as the jeli 
lapin had indicated in the iely Easter greeting frem that quarter, 

Saturday was unusually busy and I was glad the weather 
was so pretty, making it easier to get about in the gardens 
although,,had it been rainy, there weuld probably have been less people 
te make necessary the out of deer deings, 

Juanita B, called around 9 while I was at coffee which is where 
''she caught up with me. She began by saying : "I have a 
favor te ask ." and I interrupted to say that she needn t ex¬ 

plain further since I knew she had expected toi add: "friends e friends want 
to visit ye elde plantation,,,," and we both laughed for that was ex¬ 
actly what it wqs, 4»d so theKinsey neighbors of their came down with 
seme people frem Indiana and five or six children a »d that was that. 

And these were followed by ether unexpected people whom didn t 

knew but somebody or ether did and then it was almost time for the 

S, G, Henrys to arrive for they drove up frem atenReuge, primarily te 

call onBobert but coming on here first to dine. The General 

as always came to chat a little and I thought he seemed better 

th a n usual, I think you mentioned never having heard ef Robert, I believe 

he w a s born between Dan andSister, One arm was lacking and the child 

had little sense. He was inTennessee for a number of years and about 

1938 or 1939 was removed to Pineville • He must be in his late 

40's or early 50 's. 


Saturday afternpen there were lets ef people, including 
ene group ef 3 ome ten or fifteen, under thw wing ef 
Juanita A, It seems Conroe friends ef hers were entertaining 
friends frem ether Texas towns and frem Virginia when Jhey decided 
te visit Hedges ardens and Natchitoches and appeared unannounced 
at the Pecan Park heme ef Juanita, saying they weuld like to visit 
this place and so deun they came and they were very juice. 


The cook did net come to give supper and I, was, glad for 1 had an 
appointment wi thBill Jones whe came to chat a beut things generally, 
including race deings, the recent trial in town and so on and 
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it was dark before he left. 

This morning 1 learned from Celeste hut we were interrupted so 
I didn't learn much hut she did report that there must have been 
a high eld time in Shrev pert yesterday and that a call came through 
last night regarding Sister's carrings-en and that J. H. called 
S. G. in BatenRcuge and it as decided that J. H. weuld ge te 
Whrevepert en the merrew te see what ceuld he dene. 

As ef last night, it was felt Sister sheuld he placed in an institutien 
hut such decisiens have been arrived at hefere and nething dene a * 9Ui> 
it and 1 assume the story will he repeated again and again. 


James came dewn fer me 
Park immediately where 


at 1:30 this afterneen and we dreve te 
Hyde Park immediately wnere I feund Kay leeking grand 
~£nd2. S. Willard quite radiant m The heuse is full ef charm and h a s 
the virtue ef leeking like an eld heme pleasantly resteredIt leeksguite 
small f rem the street hut seems te have quite a few rooms. There are 
lets ef trees and theRegisters say the cheruses ef birds in the 
morning i 3 wonderful. 1 he river runs along the edge ef the property, 
perhaps 20 or 30 feet below the level ef the heuse and perhaps 100 
feet from the top of therise ef ground en which the house itself stands. 

We sat under the trees, sipped a wonderful fruit juice and ice 
cream drink and I was h a ck heme by 1 .six o'clock in time te 
serve supper te the fured and feathered friends. ■ I. S. W. called 

v\e tonight and felt as I did that Kay appears so much happier 
in frame ef mind. I understand the gall bladder opera¬ 
tion was postponed until later, perhaps July or efen later 
because the M a yo people felt it wa3 imperative that 
the muscle in K a y's le,g or hip be exercies thoroughly right 
along fer a while fer, according te their disagnosis, 
i th.e muscle isn't exercise regularly in this pest 
eperatien period, it will become inoperable and locomotion 
henceforth weuld be impossible. Therefore it seemed imperative 
that the muscle be exercies without the delay that the ether 
operation would have made impossible at this critical stage. 

She gets about »u her crutches a s in the past but she hopes a 
cane may serve as well in the foreseeable future. 


S3 


; 3 s, 


So much more togo into but Andy has come bye at 
this late hour, needing a letter of some kind and so 
I shall break off herewith and get this 
going into its little envelope asagainst 
tomorrow'8 post. I hold the thought that 
sympathetic souls m a y h a ve graced your 
Easter interlude ...... 
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Monday, April 15th, 1963. 


Memorandum: 

A be&uti ul day without clouds and without .extremes 
of temperatures. 

\ ■ i-.,; J ; ar, ; V , \jJY *>i' S i : bSU', 1 - > ' " ^ " 

Today ^as "oddity day" for the plantation % 

folks. hey journeyed to town ar.ound 7 this momijig, 
some in their own cars, some in plantation trucks to 
get their commodity surpluses! • I believe this is the 
final h a nd-oujt for this se a son on the thory that field 
work will be under way from the middle ofApril through harvest 
time in November or December. Most of the people were . 
b ch home by 10 or 10:30 but few if q ny worked this afternoon, 
with the frolic getting them into the spirit of a holiday 


what LU . U It line J I WM » V y<5«/»»n»y - - - - - ~ — r - ■ 

a nd although Uncle^am probably doesn t include wine or 
whiskey in the "odditjy" delivery, eve ybedy seems to find same 


interest 


Among today's visitors was a Hr. and Mrs. 

Hachette from some place up in North Louisiana, 

Minden, I believe. Mr. Hachette did lots , 

of talking while Mrs. H a chette stood 
and gazed. 'The lady was said to be an . 

artist and she could, according to her husband, paint 
anything". I h a ve no reason to suppose she 
couldn't but, in view of her endowmejit 
in iheArts, it seemed odd that she manifested ut 
whatsoever in the deisngs, colors or methods 
exemplified by either the conventional 19th century 
portraits o the 20th century primitives. 

' •? i • .• '*> 1 ” ^ j' I' i C 

Mr. hachette had been sent from the store 
into the gardens to contact me. Re ran into 
Doreatha first, asked where he might find me 
and then inquired as to my age. Doreath a told him she 
didn't know. I was jumping a bout 

the place from Ghan a veget a bles to White G a rden bamboo and 
b a ck and when contact was finally established, 

Mr. Hachettetold me his name, presented me with his 
card which he repd before handing to me and I was 
_impre 3 sed by the legend on his card, to wit: 


ee 
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"Drive carefully. The person you killl 
might be a Presbyterian ," 

Mr, Hachette at once asked me my age and when I told 
I a 7 * 97. he took a second leek at me and said I 
ly didnt leek it, —the flatterer, 

li ^ n n Ir « m Jj m n /t ^ Q s, n m ri >2 H T .Q A 1 7 7 — 


'■ally 
ten h 


y didn t leeK .m, ~nne jj. a nT,ere r, 
en he asked me ^ereatha's age and I said 17 a nd 
said that seemed a beut right and 1 didn t tell him 
e little girl he had seen with her was her granddau, 


granddaughter. 


1 gather Mr. Hachette is q bout sixty but in spite ef 
his leng association with it, he deesn't appear 
to have beceme accustomed te anything ether than the 
unique quality ef the name. He asked me if 1 had ever heard 
the name be fere and, ef 
preened his feathers at 
he weuld have said, had 
just g a mbeling like cub 
were the H ac hette bey3 


ceurse, I said I never had. He 
this and I wendered what 
I told him the idenitcal twins 
bears threugh the garden 
I fancy a 


nerth Leuisiana hill-billybearing the same name wouldn't 
hr,ve been entraced at all. 

It just eccurs te me that I did net mentien ene d a y last week 
that fJatalie called me te say Hewdy, It was 

befere she had received the letter yeu mentiened having <• 

written her, She said it seemed impessible that within 

just a few weeks she weuldbe finding herself in Ly me a »d 

in contact with little Miss Lee- ence mere. She reperted 

unexpected re-actiens in her cellege clas de a ling 

with theHreek pl a ywrites. The class was discussing seme 

phase ef Greek relgien a nd ene student asked hew the Greeks 

ceuld be se wacky in their beliefs, in respense te which <. 

the te a cher asked a bout centempeary enthusiasms in seme quarters 

fer the M F a ith Healers" en the radie whereupen 3he dis- 

cevered in subsequent cenferences with members ef that particular 

ci^ss that this er that yeung lady h a d been eutraged by 

their te chers' ebvieuslack ef respect fer the purveyers ef 

prayer rags and all the rest ef the flimfla* rig a marele, 

I hepe she gets areund to mentien this te yeu as I find it a striking ex¬ 
ample ef thement a l eperatiens ef seme students ef 
higher learning, se Called, 

Deports frem areund indicate Sister is alright teday and Dan 
is getting ever his weekend drunk and Leuella laid anether egg teday.... 
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i\ 


V 

James 


uesday, April 16th, 1963, 


Memorandum 

Fair fer the sky but racey ferbrisk breezes a 22 day, 
seme ef which attained a speed ef 40 mSles which makes sewing seeds impess 
ameng ether things, but which keeps the lien rearing er grewling, 
intersperced by b a ngs when the chimney cever cemes back dewn with guste, 
Tenight the breezes are mere gentle, calculated te r emain between 8 and 18 
miles per heur which seems sedate eneugh after the bu3isier deings 
throughout the day • 

<0 0 : - •: " 

came te see me this afterneen, bringing with him 
seme canvases I had ,erdered threugh him frem the artist. 

Hew that she has an affluent p a tren, her prices h a ve gene up 
appreciably which is certainly a step in the right direotien. 

In the eld days when, as new, peeple were trying te- help her get geing 
and accordingly were supplying her with materials, she < 

was inclined te sell her things at less th a n the cest ef the 
materials and when I urged her te charge mere fer her things, 
she was cenvinced I must be rich. Now a daye her 
prices have meved beyend me fer the me 3 t part and I am glad 
since it means she is getting clients whe cah afferd mere 
substantial eutl a ys fer Art. As near as I can calculate, — 
and I can de se enly mest reughly, it appears te meshe is 
clearing several hundred dellars a week, net te mentien her Old Age 
Pension monthly check which, although ence looming large 
in her scheme of things, new must strike her as 
mere chicken feed. . t 

J?0", . JVlft 8"5 CS>e - 'i s* '• ■■ 

James said that up until last night, Kay seemed te be-doing 
se well but that she had experienced a difficult night in the wake ef 
a call frem the lady a t , The Bluff whe had 

a leng story te relate Irma O'Brien and Mrs.Crabtree having had 

seme controversy during the recent visit Irma and Farley 

made te the Bluff. I think they left there seme 

time back, perhaps weeks, returning heme by car threugh 

the northern states, including the State ofWashington. 

Today w a s Country Club- day-for the lady across the fence, 
a day 1 always like because it means, J. H. dines with us over 
here. I did spill a spot of coffee at 9, however, l 


> 
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Wednesday, April 17th, 19 63. 


and learned ef the death in the u atchiteches hospital of 

Dr .Weedruff McCook who has been en the point ef death se 

often during the past fifteen years that I feund myself 

almost incredulous at the news. Mine hostess remarked 

that in the McCeeks was the ide a l marriage $ the leve at first 

sight that lasted as long as the McCeeks and se en and st forth. 

I said I thought it wonderful and made n» reference t» Miss Kate Perkins 
whe lived in the eld Lemee heuse with Frau McCook befere 
her marriage when she and MissKate taught at the cellege . 

F$r nights en end befere the wedding, Jerry, as everyene calls 

Mrs. McCeek, wept frem dusk .'til dawn because she didn't 

wan.t te marry Weedruff but feared she might beceme an eld maid if 

she didn't, —the ap preach ef a oentain bir.thday f —&1» H4 • r whatever, 

and se, after much courting dene imp essively by Weedruff s 

mether, the marriage teek place. Weedruff w a s a dentist, 

hailing frem hill-billy ceuntry areund Rebeline • Jerry was 

cultured. Weedruff was ferever. trying te palm eff 

culture, picked up frem his wife but it was never cenvincing. 

It was the M c Ceeks, en visiting Hyde Park just after it passed inte 
Government hands, whe ceuld leek through the windew3 enly because 
they ceuldn't think ef entering the heuse, what with several peeple 
ef celer being in theline frem which the McCeeks breike away. 

Weedruff's brether,bp seme twist ef circumstances, made 
let ef meney in eil and left quite a fertune te the 
brether, Weedrufff. After that *eedruff simply 
ceuldn't wear clethes purchased anywhere but frem 
!Jiem a n-Marcus ef Dallas. Imagine. Celeste said she and 
J. H . weuld be geing te the funeral heme tenight and kindly invited me 
te ge with them but naturally 1 declined. I shall 

send a note te. Jerry and their sen, Daniel whe lives inScarsdale$ H. Y. 
Daniel attended Culver Military Academy and when his mama gave him 
a ceming-eut party at the Natchitoches Hotel, it became 
the iv^rst debutant I ever heard ef, if, indeed, there is 
a masculine fer debutante. 

News frem Atmes ef the shet-eff-feet excitement, seems 
te be enthe premising, side. Seme mere ef his leg is being amputated, 
it is said, the better te adjust the suppert ef his bedy te % 

3 eme kind ef an artificial er feet and leg er whatever, 

and it is said the celered M a sens h a ve effered te defray the expenses 

which 1 think fine . 


■ I 


Memer andum j 

Centinued clear and centinued high winds but netquite 
se high as yesterday al^keugh sufficiently brisk te make ene 
keep his hand clese te the geed earth when planting seeds if ene 
heped te have them touche down at the place ene 
a nticipa ted. 




a 




I was slightly taken aback this merning as I am ferever being 
taken abaclf by thg unexpected characters sent me frem the 
effice ef plantation management. It is b a d enough 
te have a different character in the afternoon frem the ene in the 
merning since.ttye merning ene er ones can't 
possibly figure'out what I am do ng in laying out a garden 
the ligke ef which nobody en earth ever dreamed up er ceuld 
possibly comprehend. This merning Clement whe is dumb enough 
and Pal and Pal, by golly, was net staggering, a point 
I am beud te record since in 23 years ef adquantance, 
today was the first time I ever saw Palsekber. But 
te give the drunkard his due, I must say Pal was <, 

net under attificial stimulant a nd he even teek a step further and told 
he was giving up drinking, contrite as he was about the chance that 
he may have had something te do about the less ef a feet en 
the part ef his brether,Atmes, a •couple ef Sundays back. 

As Pal has s h a d diabetis for years and keeps right en drinking, 

I gather he is indestruct"ble but although his brother-in-law, 

Fug a beu is still geing strong, I think Fug a beu ought te 
give the bottle a vacation and perhaps I can recommend te 
Fug beu that he might borrow a page frem Pal and sheet off Maude’s 
feei, Maude being Madam F U g a kou. This weuld <. 

tend te make Maude's course back and forth 


me 


the bridge te 
the same time 
declare he is 


little 

i. 


slower 


sure 

very 


will 

long, 


the henkey-tenk 
it might, as in Pal's Case, make 
swearing eff liquor put nothing. 


and a i 
him 
I am 


ever keep either gentleman eff the bottle 


quite 


i.V4 


31 *- 3 


1 .? 


i 


. V 




<2*tr rrv 
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G. Henry cenerning 
h sounds exciting. 
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1 


B u t Clement and Pal get aleng pretty well at 
planting although they were lest when I wasn t present 
to indicate where the next rew should ge and when • 
we had denes a desen er se triangles and everybody seemed te 
be getting the hang ef things, I foolishly teek 
five minutes eut te dash te the pest office with the 
eutgeing mail and during my brief absence, P. c#i d C. went kiting off 
at a tangent, planting a whelevew ef beans slap acress the baricades 
of the temate tr a ingles. Even se we get the majer pertien 
of the five parterres planted in large meqsure, —tomaotes, beans, mustar 
ekra, carrpts and se en and if there aren t tee many interruptiens 
we may get a heap mere dene en the merrew. 

• 

Andy was attending tp spme things at Yucca fer me this 
aftemeen while J was busy trying tp keep the 
triangles in tune at u foa»o and, as 1 learned 
later, James appeared, bearing a picture frem the artist 
which I had erdered fer a C a lifernia purchaser. Typical ef the 
Register ceurtesy, he t eld Andy net call me as he was 
sure I wanted te get pn with the planting and accerdingly 
left tf\e picture and departed . If he thinks I am 
busy at gardening, he will thus depart a nd if he hears 
' the reading machine geing he will sit en the frent gallery until 
I have cut it pff er if he hears me en this machine, 
he will alse park semewhere untill take a new page. All this 
is an example ef his theughtfulness but at the 3ame 
time, if I were tp exhibit parallel ceurtesy, I sheuld never 
be engaged in anything that weuld ward eff a ceurtesy visit and 
thus * might spend weeks ef my life de4ng nething while 
keeping quiet er unengaged in erder that, the aferesaid gentleman be 
net firghtened away• Verily, i s in all things, there must 
be seme happy h If way peint in all thisAflphense and^asten 
business and I must see if I cannot sell anether 
my theughts en the matter. It is true that I have 
attempted te de just that en previeus eccasiens but 
have never been able tp make my peint clear. 


A dull letter but I shall put it in the mail 
regardless, heping tp dp better en the merrew. It 
seems tp me there was seme thing I wanted tp touch 
eludes me but perhaps 1 shall think ef it between 
and the merrew .••••• 


tn but 
new 


it 

*v . 


\ 

Thursday, April 18th, 2963* 


He merandum*. 

Fair weather and brisk breezes centinue. 

I neglected tp mentien en Friday, I believe, that 
the ancient magnelia grandlflera by the side gate came 
threugh en schedule, unfelding a flewer as 
big as a dinner plate right at the tep ef 
the tree. I chanced te be passing that whg late 
this a ftemeen when the sun, a ready vanished Jrem the 
garden belew, 3 till kept its gelden rays en 

the tep ef the same tree where at least a dezen blessems crewned 

it with a gelden glery. I haven't glanced at 

any ef the ether twe er three dezen trees in the gardens but 

I suppese seme ef them have already started and my surmise abeut 

their advent seems cenfirmed by the heavenly perfume that wafts my way 

every new and then when the brisker breezes tene dewn a little. 

j iy fprmer secretary, Hr. Brew, came te see me this merning 
and it was geed te take up the conversation thread where we 
had drepped it. He soys a lady he knews in Houston 
whe knews Hr.Saxon's beeks and whe reads a CaneRiver Heme new and 
then when it appears in Texas papers has asked him if 
tie ceuld get her inside the lecal pertals and he has teld 
her that he will censult with his friend living there, and 
let her knew and se we shall see what we shall see • 

Tliere were pilgrims teday, 1 am teld, but I did net 
see them fer which I am thankful fer I was pretty busy 
much ef the daylight heurs, save fer a ceuple heur interval during the 
* merning, busy trying te get mest ef the seeds inte the greund and 
I think I just abeut get things rounded up in time 
fer the Thursday paper which, in cn ticipatien e teday , 

I had mentiened that my garden finally get planted. I 
get in a fewrews ef Irish petatees , much carrets fer 
Hr. Carrell, the white rabbit, and plenty mere beets, 
ekra , eniens and se en I get the parterres eut- 
lined in, lettuce, tee which was semething ef 

jeb te de, what with the seeds being small and the 
wind big. I ge£ me 3 t ef the rews watered befere dark, tee, 
and 'that will give the ge ahead signal te their germinatien 
but it als'e means I shall have te keep watering every 
evening until it rains since the sunshine and wind tends te cake 
the geed eaj-tfij artificially dampened, se that the spreuting 
seeds can’t push threugh the s rface unless meisture 
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Friday, April 19 th, 2963 . 


is applied eve y evening te seften the crust fermed 
by the rapid dlrying prtcess ef sun and wind • 

I talkedwith the Registers tenight . James 
teldme that Kay had had a bad night, having taken seme 
anti-pain pills, the first ftur ef which hadn't werked until 
she had taken a fifth when all ef them teek held at the same time, 

I theught she seemed pretty chipper when 3he get en the wire but 
James reperted that he weuldn t be getting dewn with 
seme peppar plants and things I had asked him te shep fer 
in behalf e the vegetable garden, 

Unlike everybedy else in this area, I am never ene te rush 
inte getting things like temate and peppar plants 
inte the greund, .As near .as I oan make eut, the vines are geing 
te preduce aleng abeut the same time if planted within a reasenable 
time ef each ether fer there appears te be a Divine Almanac which 
sets the date fer flewering and fruiting, s I discevered 
ence when I 3 et eut gladiela bulbs en feur successive weeks, 
thinking they weuld blessems that way but they didn’txfe fer all 
ef them, bleemed at the same time and I find that is eften true 
with vegetables transplanted at different dates w>thm 
a menth er se as between the first and the last, 

t * 

Anether evidence ef the arrival • the summer 
seasen is the inceptien ef the Tender Leaf ice tea department, 

It get under way teday and tenight I have a fine jar * 
chilling in the ice bex which I shall 
have aleng side a salade when the day's eccupatien 
has been shelved tenight • 

Lepg ere new I wanted te thank yeu fer mentis ing 
the latest Harnett Kane beek ab*vt that laltimere * 

Pattersen girl whe married Jereme flapeleen Benaparte , 

She was a bag ef the first water, I believe, and lived 

fer seme years in Reme , a place Mr, Kane is said te like, f 

Hew much r r% Kane abserbs frem any place he visits, I weuldn t 

knew but invariably, they say, the w a y he writes 

abeut same is always readable , And new I must de 

seme mail thence a ge at the Tender Leaf ••«••• 










Uemerandumt 

x h’ft-z l . .*• r". jijust 1 eii' tJ 'vd; " 

Partly cleudy this merning and withal warm, At 4 this 
afterneen the thermemeter drepped 14-er 2 0 degrees 
and h a lf a n inch. •/ rain descended, It rem a ins 
cleudy tenight a'nd there's an ec.oasienal sprinkle, 

We are premised fair and mild weather fer the weekend • 

, 

J• H % . breught me three desen fine temate 
plants frem tewn during the merning . I had reserved a 
pla ce fer them when planting several s ceres en Thursday er was it 
Wednesday, In any event, it cppeared that watering 
at planting time weuld be a geed idea aiid I had theught ef deing 
the same /•r the cexcemb a iid ether things planted this 
merning • But just as the last ef the 36 plants 
were in the greund and the hese had played en each ef them, 
a sprinkle began a&nd befere supper time all the vegetable 
garden was perfectly d a mpened, I want te plant a few hundred 

_ belle peppars, seme het peppars frw my i friends 

and then starts en the g eurds altheugh I am in ne hurry a i»ut 
any ef this since nebedy K is figuring sn t 

catch ng a train, 

Irvy Nett io a s dewn fer supper tenight. 

He seems a s even cenversatienally as usual • 

Did I mentien that his name appears en the list . 

ef members Citizen Ceuncil fer Natchiteches Parish, a s was 

filed with the State agency inBateh ReUge, handling such 

matters as the identity efpeeple belenging te secret 

erganiaatiens, Irvy hails frem Ashland, up Briarweed 

way, which is hill-billy ceuntry ef the first er werst water. 

New that he aspires te vun fre clerk ef ceurt shertly, he prefrably 
regrets j ,is Ceuncil membership but perhaps he deesn't 
knew a iiy veters knew abeut his name t 

en the rells, K 

% i , ;»■ ^ 

Irvy said he had been te see little Miss Dermen the 
ether day and she remains 0 s bg-fegged abeut her electric bills as 
ever. He asked me if I theught, as previeusly 

teuched upen, that I ceuld enlist the assistance ef seme ef her 

‘ • , H' 1VI1UR SK. d* 1> a J 3 » 

Ha: jfj euY '3 V 'tui i I: - a r 

... •» r. Ao.waA* y* asaaio V 5: z - ii\ *.• 
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Sunday, April Slst, 19 63 


wealtier friends in getting her electricity hills paid, e specially 

when winter rolls 'round again, I said I 

thought Z ceuld , Miss C, Briar weed Dervion 

is a weed sprite, —primarily, She can't understand 

that it cests meney to. heat a greenheuse, — 

that's .the first prehlem, She is willing te revert et candle 
light and pewer if that be necessary and third, she deesn't 
want her wealthy friends te pay her electricity bills. 

If all this seems alittle wacky, kt certainly is, • 

2 omorrew afterneen there will be a birthday party for B twelve 
acress the fence "feathered er featured guest with a birthday" bein 
Melb n O'Quinn er*seme such,Naturally I 

never inquire the names ef these appearing en the invitatien list 
and den t care because I preb a bly weuldn't knew any ef them anyheeee 

James just called te say Kay had had a geed night 
, fellewed b : a geed day teday. He waited me te nete 
with especial cencern the last page in this week's Life, — 
the picture ef a duck with a fancy feat her-de, James theught 
my d a ughter, as he styles Leuella, might 
enjey sem thing ef the sret. My cepy ef'life usually 
arrives a ceuple ef days later thansubscribers in town, 

» 

I heard reference en the 'phene last evening te Chantilly 
ence mere, 1 his time it h a d te de with Mr,Garner, ence ef Ferriday 
er Natctches er seme such place, whe is said te h a ve reliqnuished 
studying at Parsen's Scheel ef 

Interier Decorating in erder te pursue a ceurse in 

higher elementary pedagegy which seunds ou'of jeint 

semewhere er ether, Mr,G a rner, an attractive yeung man in 

his SO's, it is s aid persuaded Dr, Hawkins, a dentist pracitcing in 

Ferriday, te purchase an ante bellum house in Natchiteches 

and Dr, Hawkins, said te be in his 30 's centinues his practice in 

Ferrid a y but lives in Natchiteches which deesn t make sense, 

Chan t illy t as I may have mentiened befere, is 

the G y '90 heuse where Charles dwelt until her married, 

Mrs, «alker inquired ef Mr, Garner if he had ever visited 
Melrese and he said her had "lets ef times" but 
he qualified er narrewed that impression somewhat by saying 
he often went te Clementine Hunter's heuse, I might have 
asked James about all this but I didn't Thus in ~ dulll 
picture ef things the weekend closes but the thought ef growing 
vegetables is pretty a nd may it be full tide ef Spring in Lyme,,,, 


and it was conserved by thin veils of cleudsenSqturday and 
Su day, so that things transplanted had an opportunity to 
take held, —eggplant, tomato, belle peppar and so en, while the seeds 
just planted had an opportunity te germinate promptly, thanks 
to mild temperatures, 

v* f (* •; ty • 3 ' * 3 i S’ T ■j c- ^ i )S "> 

Saturday and Sunday were both busy enough with people 
but the most arresting event was a call to J, H, from Sister, 

3aying she would be paying us a visit. She is .due en Monday but 
hew long she is scheduled to remain, 1 knew net, in 

two seconds from the time the call came through, the grapevine was functi 
like mad 4 everyone alarming everyone else a nd all bracing one's various 
faculties to withstand the inevitable earthquake accompanying such 
visitations. Let us held the theught the honor may net 
last tee long, . , 

Saturday s party across the fence was darling, it is 
said. The hostess had occasion to come ever to the big heuse 
leaving her guests momentarily te bring me news that 
one ef her friends with seme pilgrims weas arriving within the 
hour, I was at the big heuse with seme pilgrims 
at the time and f was wonderfully impressed by the hostess from 
across the fence. The costume was white, —white waist, white knee britc 
caught at the knee, white .stockings and white shoes. The perruke 
was newly frizzed and the eye glasses shone and for a moment 
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I turned the page, the Registers called, 

James reperted having five er six plantatien /elks werking 
fer him teday, deing seme brickwerk in frent ef Hyde park, 

He said Jee Henry passed by, drtve in and asked what the 
men were deing , ——just as theugh he couldn't see frem 
the highway• He expressed delighted a PP r »val ef the work 
aid said he was then and there determined te get the lecal 
felks t» de the same thing er seme patie work er seme such 
him at Pecan Park, Tfie workmen will subscribe te that 
with moderate enthusiasm, I h a ve nt doubt, 

Kay took up the receiver where James left it and 
sounded as theugh she were happy with the world 
a s she viewed it, She said she had observed work gting 
in front ef the .house d 1 day and wondered when the 
Baptists weuld arrive te remind the nearest dents if the 
neigberheed that this is supposed te b e a day ef rest, 

;; \' :i r , .... , .. ■: - « v - " 

I teld her L had heard a day ertweback that already in effect 
is the ene dollar rate after 9 p,m, te any place in the natien, although 
I knew net if that indues Hawaii• She said she had heard that 
the new rate was being planned but didn’t knew it was 
a r *c&y effect, ^he said she was calling the West c east 
later tenight and weuld find out a^out the new rates and 
weuld let me knew, 

.. . : 'J * 

After supper tenight, the sky still being tinted by the after- 
glew, J, H, suggested Celeste, he and I drive back te 
LittleRiver te leekat the ceuntryside , We did and we dreve as 
far as St, Mary’s-en-the Bayou and I was delighted te 
learn thatafter considerable engineering te get 
the church meved te CaneHiver, it has finally been decided * 
te leave it right where it is and that delights my 
seul ne end as I think its lecatien is the mest 
perfect it ceuld pessibly be, 

* * 

Leuella, centrary te expectatien, did net present me with 
an egg this merning, I den't netice she has started plucking dewn frem 
her breast as yet, indicative ef setting inclinatiens, I shall 
h a ve te talk with that girl, I believe it's 2 5 e gs 
she has begetten thusfar and I think it high time she get busy 
a nd start raising seme little Lew Pauls,,,,,,, 
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Menday, April 22nd, 19 63. 


Memerandum : 


Fair, humid and 8Q-ish, 


' fj. 




The merning pest breught an air mail frem 
Lyme which I shall have the pleasure ef perusing 
en the merrew. That is te say, I held the theught things 
may jibe up better en the merrew, in sp\te ef 
Sister's expected arrival, fer teday the secretaries were en 
schedule alright but pilgrims frem England and Leuisiana 
get persenal mail begged dewn, 

A weekend murder in Natchitoches is bad eneugh in 
itself but deubly se in that a negre killed anether 
just as the Ward and asseciates are awaiting sentencing and 
this weekend’d deings will en a ble .te autherities 

te peint eut that killings are a passien with the race ef which Ward 
and asseciates are members and thus an unrelated crime will 
undeubtedly have its effect en pending sentences, 

Seme gentleman ef celer named Bleedwerth whe 
is huge used te supply this area with i^ae and 
six er seven years age beget a child, Prankie Ray, by 
Jackie, daughter ef the lecal artist. The afore¬ 
said bleedwerth centinues appearing in this area frem time te time 
where he enlivens deings at the lecal hinkey- 

tenk en Saturday andSunday nights in particular. He is huge, a s 

I have remarked, but di ether negre, rather his junier, is en the 

small side and areused the wrath ef leedwerth by ceurting ene ef Bleedwt 

mtfi y gjrl frie da-a nd se Bleedwerth slaughtered the yeuth, 

put him' in his car d* <3 teek him either te a scheeJyard er a cemetery 

in tewn and dumped Mim eut. On finding the body, the 

Law checked against the persen last seen with the murdered ene and 

en learning it was Bleedwerth, called upen him and found. 

him still bleedy and bleed in his car. These 

latter f a cts seem te suggest that Frankie Ray’s papa 

will be traveling dewn the read teward Angela ene ef these days, 

I ^new Bleedwerth but slightly andalways censidered him as 
h a ndseme as a bull and as lacking in any sense ef human 
responsibility. 
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men I mas returning frem the Pest Office alittle 
after 11 this meriting, I was impressed as I stepped 
eut ef the deer te hear a familiar veice preneunce my name. 

Mementar ily I did net recegnize it but 

was glad tesee James whe had ceme dewn te 

attend te seme business a **ut mateirals and werkmen 

empleyed in Hyde Park ever the weekend. I 

invited him te jein me at Yucca when 

he had transacted his business and te remain fer 

neenday dinner which he did • I ewed him seme meney fer 

plants he had purchased in tewn fer me and a ceuple 

ef pictures he had erdered frem the artist en my behalf fer 

Califernia custemers •• I was glad te put my acceunt in 

balance and dinner is always the pleasanter if he is present te 

balance eff the semewhat humdrum cenversatien when less g a HV end ewed 

seuls grace the beard. 

An heur er se after James had left, Jee Henry appeared. 

He came, I suppese, te mentien the fact that I had 

given a ceuple ef heurs ef my life te entertaining 

seme ef his c enree acquai nt a nces a ceuple ef Saturdayb a ck. He 

said he had drepped by er in te see James yesterday 

and en seeing what he had dene te the same preperty 

he hpd ence censidered buying, he realized, —medestly,- 

that he, tee, ceuld h a ve impreved it as ames is 

deing but, ef ceurse, James was 

prepared te spend mere meney en it than he weul have 
spe t. 

• 

^h a iiks te Friday's h a lf inch drizzle, the seeds pl a nted en 
Wednesday and J ’hursday are already beginning te push threugh 
the earth's sutf a ce and the eggpl a nt, tem a te a »d pepar plants 
remain a s pert a nd fresh a s they did when set eut, leading 
me te a ssume they are en their way and gymnastics with 

a hee will be the erder ef the day frem here straight ahead fer the next 

few weeks. Pal, brether ef Atmes ef the lest feet, 

helped me teday. Per the first time in his life, he seems te h a ve 

f ene a week witheut getting drewned in a bettle. 
ill us nders ever cease and fer hew leng wil they last...... 


3'-' f. 3 

Ai\ 


Tuesday,April 23rd, 19 63. 


Memerandum : 

/, # j • 1 ■ c.i. s v •' , j ">.. ye .,3S4: i • • ■ 

Cleudy and chilly. It was suppesed te be 82 teday but 
instead it was belew 70 and tenight's radie said Dallas 
get hail stenes as big as whatever size hail stenes get. 

, • • i' 

It was se nice having Friday's letter frem Lyme teday 


readily 
little 


being 


■ fc-. 

and te cemmune therebye with little Miss Lee.I c a n 
appreciate hew the wheels eften turn se fast, ene gets 
t eppertunity te chat with these .te iahem ene weuld like 
te turn. Efferts te write at such times 

impeses furtherstrain which ceuld be better spent by these 
pushed in catching ene's breath and I knew little Miss 
Lee knews perfectly well that Lest a n will always understand, I an glad 
learn cerrespendence gets threugh nicely and 
I cm glad enclesures previde interest, tee. I theught it 
very kind ef the El Pase gentleman te bether a beut writing. 

- . r a wi ", s 3 -> 3, ■ - . 

The visitatien, threatened fer Menday, is new scheduled te 
take place en I}iursday and hew leng it is suppesed te last, I 
weuldn t knew. At present plans are being fermula ted te have 
the daughter change frem L, 3. U. te seme ether institutien 
ef higher learning, either Ilerthweatern at flatchiteches er 
centenary at Shrejepert . ierthwestern is said te be the ene 
that will prebably be selected since it is cleser te 
this bend ef the river and because the. ene cleser te 

the yeung persen's heme might preve di stracting fer the student if cenfrt 
with a drunken mamatee frequently # I need net peint eut 
that the$hrevepert institutien is the ene I hepe will finally be 
chesenbut hew things will pan eut remains te be seen. 

can t seeni r te think why, ~~.it was all se leng age, —- 
this merning turned eut te be quite a hurly-burly 
this afterneen was taken up in large measure by 
peeple. The flew Orleans lady decter, —Careline lally Andersen, 
came aleng and she and I were jeined by James at d I 

was glad the twe guests ceuld chat a little abeut their faverite artist 
•n whem eth had called earlier in the afterueen . James 


but 
and 


t nr, i 
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was impressed by the artist's repspense te his observation 
that he had heard semething tn the radio about 
T. . Bleedwerth having killed s»me youth in town. The 
art\st reported she had heard the dire doings and 

added that her daughter, Jackie tfiews Mr. Bleedwerth. 

I should hope Tackie weuld know'him since Mr.Bleedwerth sired her last 
child • 

' . 

Tlie Schmidts e y Lansing, Michigan, are in Natchitoches . I 1 arned 
a b»ut their presence there ever the ceffee cups this merning. Celeste 
had seen them yesterday at the heme ef a friend, Mrs. Beck, and the 
Schmidts t Celeste said, 

were spending teday at Hedges Gardens and weuld be back tenight. 

Accerdingly I cailed them and learned that Mr.Schmidt had 

gene fishing today and . that Hedges weuld be visited en the merrew. 

Z suggested they pass this way at 9 in the merning and 

that weuld give them time te get te Hedges fer luncheen and se it wa 3 ag 

K ' <• 

This merning whenseme cewbeys went te the pastures semewhere 
between Little 0 »d#ed rivers, with a view te leading a trailer 
parked there fer a ceuple ef days*, te pick up seme c attle and transfer : 
semeplace, it was discevered that somebody had remeved 
the tires frem the trailer Geerge ^arris, back frem 
Angela fer cattle thiervry, semetimes stays with his mama 
back yender semewhere . -As few peeple 

knew the trailer was back there ene assumes Geerge knew semething 
bout the remeval ef the tires.. 

iu'i Vff V tiT'T r $ e. £ j Itt ri" ; t CT * 7-f - • 1/ £ *y 4 • ^ 

Hearer CaneRiver 1 find myself wendering 
if semething is werrylng Andy whe has drepped in te see 

me often during the past fsur, or five days. He appears thirsty a nd slier 
ef meney and-tomorrow I shall attempt te discever what is 
biting him. Perh a ps, in spite ef the sagging 
thermemeter, Spring 4s in the air and that, ef ceurse *, might 
explain Adny's sate ef mind.Verily these 
whe can afferd nerveus breakdowns er whatever are te 
be congratulated. I have never 

pender indulging myself in such extravagances but 
somebody must get fun eut ef such deings and it certainly isn't 
the casual bystander. Se turneth the werld and may it 
be mere stable en the merrew...... 


Wednesday, A pril 84th, 19 63. 


Memer a ndum • 

Cloudy anda little belew 60. 

. r 

Tie Schmidts ef Lansing, Michigan came 
this merning te participate in the 
ceffee heur that last abeut 15 minuses, what 
with eur hostess having seen them the ether day 
fer an heur and a half . Following ceffee the Schmidts and I 
took a stroll, chattering at a great rate a nd I believe they 
m a de it back te town before 11 when they were supposed 
te go te Hedges Gardens. 

Herr Schmidt is a smart man in that his time 
fer retiring frem General Meters comes sometime this .year. 

He and his wife appear te be hail and hearty and, 

unlike se mai y peeple we knew, both are quite content te 

retire They have purchased a site semewhere in the 

SilVer'^prings area ef Florida where they plan te build and 

at the same time' they have secured a property in the Herth, perhaps 

Michigan er Canada where they plan te build, tee. I 

should imagine such plans ought te make their retirement 

seem fairly a ctive., The splendid thing a beut their 

set-up is that they both are apparantly in the 

prime of life and capable ef doing simple things and 

enjoying them. They are the soul ef kindliness and 

I imagine frem what few peeple I have knew whom they count. 

qs friends, that they, t,ee,are. what might be described as . 

plain people" in contrast t% say, intellectuals. 

I hope I registered no surprise when ene »f .them casually, remarked 
a bouz a Bible ceurse they are taking, —I assume by corres¬ 
pondence. F t r peeple whe prebaply never read a this 

is preb a bly a good sign a »d certainly somewhat . rare, expecially 
fer energetic business peeple. They are 

the kind ef peeple ene naturally loves andapple pie er a glass ef 
buttermilk with them weuld a ui:9ina ' bi callyseem doubly blessed because ene 
was enjoying 4t with them. 

ft iw At A'i ^ ty ' \ 0 ^ C v & *. ■ 1 5 0 5." ^ .** 

Except fer a n R. E. a. representative at neon dinner, Sister 
was the only ether person heneringMelrese. J believe 
she will be here fer a few days. I thought she seemed quite 
enchanted with % life en her arrival. J. H. returned 
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from Alexandria in time for supper and I thought 
Sister seemed less cheerful. After the ethers had departed, 
she told me I didn't knew hew lucky I was te have ne 
children. Carrying the theught ether step, I assume 
my unborn children are lucky they den't have me fer a 
father. 

Mrs. Walker called me , a ceuple ef days back te give me 
messages frem Margaret Vixen and ethers whem she had seen 
at the Lafayette gathering ef Press Wemen. . She 
cenfessed she had been unsec ial and perhaps even unkind 
te I. S.Willard whe had ebvieu3ly felt weunded and 
h a d walked away • It seems there was seme •kind 
ef a reund table discussien er seme such when varieus 
peeple speke en varieus matters ef mutual interest 
te the Press. Everybedy made cepieus netes with a 
view te use and most speakers had been rather crisp and 
te the peint. I. S. Willard had spoken at greater 
length but perhaps cevered ne mere territory than the 
ethers but there were netes taken during the talk, at the 
conclusion ef which, —the talk was a beut the 250th anniversary 
the sspeaker fleereed everyone by saying that everything 
mentiened was off the recerd. Preb a bly Mrs. W a lker 
exclaimed in amazement which is understand a ble •• The 
faot is that Mrs .Walker is the type one is likely te admire, 
Mrs. Willardthe t pe one might leve and "never the 
tw a in shall meet". Mrs. Walker thinks 
I. S. W . will never forgive her but my guess is 
I, t. W. will forgive her because I. S. W. is like 
that but we shall . have to wait for another week 
to learn, following I. S. W .'3 return froiSouth Louisiana. 

An interruption to chat with theRegsters who 
called to say Howdy. Jaies ientioned he was 

igitdDto Tailijly ester day and found her b a sically Cajun 
on the cultivated side. I told him I thought she was 
made of paradoxes, as, for example, she is a Catholic 
whose medical doings makes her provoked that theChuroh 
opposes contraception in a world of exploding>population 
and when she left and encountered the peacocks, she confided to 
me her fear of them although she permits her 
son to let constrictor snakes roam about their home • 

So people manifest unexpected contradictions and so I must 
foresake this pleasure of chatting for knocking 
off some work .. 


< ' Li - 5 
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Thursday, April 25th, 19 63* 


:: » 


•i ft L 


Memorandum : 

Cleudy to g a uze-filtered sunshine with the 
thermometer around 40 something this morning and around 
80 in the afternoon • Tonight it remains comparatively 
warm and the clo\tds don’t seem able to make up their 
minds to withdraw completely or gang up for a sprinkle. 

Whatever they decide uponwill be quite alright so f ar as ^ 

I a m concerned • 

As I recall, T began the week with a helper or two but they 
Vanished,by Wednesday and T know wither • I suppose Pal may 
be planting cotton which is just fine but isn’t advancing my labors 
much. Somebody said that Clement a nd one or two others 
were summoned to the outskirts of Pecan Park 
to build some kind of a pier for the^an Henry 
pleasure a»d that's alright if it will provide 

at home 


children '3 


3 alright if it will provide entertainment 
jjid a » impulse on their part to remain at home disporting themselves 
in the season ahead. Helpers up yonder, however, aren 
doing much for me • 


•t 


Our Shreveport visitor swings back and forth 
from false affability t^ill-concealed 
disagreeableness and everyone except J . H . inquires 
of everyone else : "How long is this visitation 
going to last". 

Although it is ture that J. H. makes 
frequent trips b a ck and forth during the night 

from his house to the big house, unlike the rest of us, he encounters 

her very little during the day since he is up 

and a broad from dusk until dark,- Alexandra a, Natchitoches 

or about the plantation. Everything and everybody were 

lovely onWedne day afternoon at 3:30 but by five o'clock, 

the lid was n bout to p blow off .when Sister learned that 

theCeneral had reported he would see to it, following Sister's visit 

to BatonRouge, that he would drive her back as far as 

Melrose, on the theory, it seemed obvious, that if there were 

to be high-jinkswith a car on Sister's part, it wouldn't 

be a re etition of the previous drunken driving charge in 
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I suggested, she 
in case tee many 
petting inte the 


theBat»n“euge area, Off hand it weuld appear that in 

the general scheme ef things, it weuld be less damaging all a reund 

if a lunatic be cenfined te seme limited area in centrast te 

permitting the lunatic te cenvert whele est a blishments inte 

a Eedihn»first weekend in May calls fer a rese festival at Hedges 

Gardens and ladies and gentlemen fremfar and wide are planning te 

attend, Celeste has invited seme weekend*heuse guests and 

will take them te luncheen at the meter inn,-- 

she says • I suggested she might tuck a few sandwiches in her 

car, just in case tee many theusand visiters will make 

difficult petting inte the inn dining reem, I shall remain at 

my lecal pest and sh a ll preb a bly be busy eneugh receiving 

peeple frem ether States, determined te make the mest 

at sight~seeing while in the land ef El Camine Real% 

Thelma Kyser called me this meriting t$ ask if she * 
and Jehn might bring 30 er 40 peeple here eitherSaturday er^unday 
folks mestly frem flew Orleans, 1 believe, I teld her 1 weuld 
have te explere the lecal c alsndar te see hew we ceuld righ things up, 
f$r 1 kn w net if eur present visiter will have skipped te BatenReuge 
and b q ck befere then , 

% 

Teday's Shrevepert Times states that Varies is geing 
en a three week leave, It is said he has a ceuple ef stemach ulcers, 

Tenight the perfume ef grandiflera magnelia 
is permeating my beudeir fer I plucked 
a ceuple levely big enes frem the eld tree by* 
the side gate teday and they are gracing my g desk, 

• • 

Frem peeple passing this way during the past 
menth, I learn the metel inn Js entertai ning te 
capacity nubmers, beth te evernight guests and 
peeple whe merely drep in fe-r. dinner% It is said that 
Mr, Hedges is planning te add anether. unit te the inn, deubling 
its present capacity and ene can but remark upen 
the Midas teuch ef the matter% And se things turn 

and new I'm geing fer a turn in the <*hana garden and see if the cleuds 
are sufficiently thin fer me te catch a glimpse ef the new meen .. 


Friday, April 26th, 1966% 


Memerandum : 

Partly cleudy &1 day with a breeze that 
kept dewn the temperature se that when the thermemeter 
climbed inte the 80's during the afterneen, ene 
was scarcely censcieus* ef the warmth% ■ L 'f iere > 3 a p re tty 
new meen tenight se it must be clearing again and altheugh it 
isn’t chilly, it certainly is en the ceel side, 

I think I get seme extra tan teday, having spent much ef 
my time mn the epen and I feel a tingle in my arms and 
face, suggestingthe sun get in a few licks% I am 
in the "burn and blister" categery ef human beings and 
while in deep summer I preb a bly sUppert a lustier tan than 
many a mulatte, still I never seem te retain the celering very 
leng and befere I knew it, I’m bAck in the "burn and blister n 
cycle. 

Pleasant and premising lines are beginning te 
take en a mere decided pattern in the vegetable sectien 
ur.d w u u b ef rain weuld prebably de wenders in enlarging th 
stripes ef varieus hues ef green where lettuce, beets, carrets, beans and 
se en are beginning te enliven the rich brewn earth threugh which they 
are emerging % If we den't get a d a b ef meisture 
between nejw and^aturday afterneen, 1 think I shall spend a few 
heurs enceuraging the vegetables by training a hese en them. 


I can't recall if I mentitned the latest 
inclinatien •f Lew Paul and Leuella te 
ge bathing in ene ef the smaller iren pets standing 

in frent ef the Ghana heuse, I guess the pet is i abeut twe feet in di a me 

at the tep and perhaps 20 inches high, I have been putting the hese in 

it when I am deflected frem watering things in erder the pet may 

fill and I can dip water eut ef it with a geurd when I get ready te 

enceurage seme ef the mere delicate vegetatien, Abeut a 

week age, the geese feund the pet and the water in it and by 3eme 

legerdemain, semehew succeeded in jumping up inte 

it, ene at a time, splahsing *areund in the water with endless 

delight, Itiere is ample water fer them te dispert in at several ( 

peints abeut the gardens and they use these places tegether but there’s sei 

semething a beut the iren pet that enchants them and mighty 
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Sunday, April 28th, 2963* 


Memorandum: 


silly they leek in the deinqs. Leuelln ■> , ,, 

y biueiia £ ways 3ets the pattern by 

jumping m first and if you recall the cp proximate size 

•f a geese, yeu may well imagine that such a bird just 

about covers the extent ef the thing with dnple eppertunity fer the 

neck and taii t$ hang $ut bey$nd the rim • Lew Paul 

stands a bout patiently unt'il Leuella is finished and 

then with much henking, he jumps in as she climbs eut. I 

oj® frequently werking ale gside the pet but my presence 

deesn t seem to discourage their impulse te frelic and a fine time they 

de have • Oddly enough, I hav never chanced te see either 

ef them en entering er leaving which I a m geing te make 

it a peint te ebservb since hepping up and falling eut 

must effer quite a spectacle . 

• \ r . . S •» '• v *1 x O ** • • ' 

This merning Sister and J. H. drove te Baten 
Rente with twe drivers. One breught b a ck Sister's car 
about supper time and I suppese the ether driver will 
bring them heme tenight, I hear centradicter 
reperts as te immediate plans and se I assume 
I shall be able te say nething but fie te Thelma when 
I centact her en the merrew abeut receiving 
Sunday visiters. « 

. \ 

Janes drepped in fer half a n hour thi 3 afterneen. 

J /*ad had a call from Les Angeles, asking fer a CaneRiver Gobelin and 

it chanced dames h a d purchased ene frem the artist last 

year altheugh he didn't want it but she needed the 

meney and se he doesn't mind Jetting California 

have it. He said Kay 3cemed te be feeling pretty 

w«22 in spite of fre q uent 'phene Co 2 Is fremThe 

Bluff, seldom calculated, I believe, te present the sunnier 

3ide ef things altheugh the latest had te de primarily with a 

speech m a de befere seme gathering inC,iumbi a , S, C. the ether day, 

• ’ • ! • <V* * 0 V. r " 

% 

B knew a^eut activities in tewn stems frem what 
I re a d in the papers, it weuld seem. I jein with 
yeu in laughing at my ebservatien that I a m heping te 
hear frem Natalie by the time summer scheel gets under way 
since educatien a l pursuits as a student seem temake exchange 
ef news mere brisk thanwhen educatien as a n instructer is in eperatien, 
I held the theught little Miss Lee may be able te instruct me 
mere abeut a mutual friend than I am able te centribute 
frem this vantage peint. Smile 


Warm, humid and semi Cleudy. B-heWeather 
Beurea says "partly cleudy" suggesting seme selid 
cleuds and seme cleat blue sky but when a he a vens 
are draped with gauze, ne blue sky shewing, and 
the sun filters thr.eugh witheut shining brilliantly 
but merely further warming the meisture prticles, that 
seems te merit the werd semi rather th a n partly, 

I am happy te repert that Sister departed in 
her ewn oar fer Shreveport right after dinner enSaturday 
heen, J ‘he headache she invariably leaves in her train 
remains but it will have passed by the merrew. Her presence 
never fails te preduce an effect en me net unlike the 
feeling anyone might experience when sitting en a Keg 
of df/n a mitewhile children were playing with matches 
areund the fuse. If the darned thing exploded, there weuld 
at least be the relief .ef ebl iteration. 

She didn't make cn y unusual scenes that I knew ef. 

Seme ef her observations were arresting and frem moment te memei 

ene never knows what will be next. She spoke ef her late 

father-in-law, an orthodox jew. Casually in a running 

patter n beut something er ether, she observed that 

she knows that she is saved because she has accepted Jesus 

but her father-in-law, ef course, oan never go te 

Heaven since he did net accept, Jesus. Imagine. 

I think J. H. looked forward te aai iet 
night and went te bed fairly early en the final 
night ef the week but June oalled and Celeste had te get 
J. H. up te talk with her. She said she is geing te have 
her ovaries removed en Monday. said the 
lady dceter weuJd keep efie ef the girls, a neighbor seme ef 
the ethers, —there are twe ether girls, and her 
1 senRedney, weuld remain at heme and leek after 0a» who 
is depresped and within the past twed ays has eased 
the depression by consuming three fifth bottle es whiskey • 

JIhat with his ailing liver, the doctor says se much whiskey 
isn't good fer him • J. H. went 

te leek in en that problem today, glad Sister was eut ef the w ay 
I suppose. 


. 


.v- vi/fr < 


3 W V 
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Madame Be.aufert and Charles Cunningham 
have had a slight brush, When C• Vernen 
Cleutie r was fatally ill, Charles and wife did much 
by cemferting Beth, at their heme, 

the hespital and in making plans fer the funeral , Charles 
had seme extra feet^ge at theCathelic graveyard and he teek 
Beth there te view the place and Beth liked it and 
kecided te bury Vernen there which was dene and 
K then planned a prepen memerial that weuld 
require a few mere feet, Charles, hewever, de¬ 
cided against letting her have what he had premised, 

Seth went te the priest and the priest went te Charles 
and teld him he sheuld keep his werd en the matter, 

Beth in cempany with a few peeple enceuntered Charles 
and teld him she didn't think much ef him, that 
he had let these Wavers ceme in here and effer 
a geed paper while his, wfiile never geed, was geing dewn 
frem bad te werse and that he had better get busy 
and get eut a better paper and quit living eff his 
wife • c halres, in spite ef these meving ebsewatiens, 
did net see the light te cenvey the preperty 
in questien te Beth • — Benrys, Cleutiers, 

Cunningh a ms, —taken tegether seem te preduce quite 
a kettle ef fish. 


One 'phsne call this meriting came fremClara Genung, 
Mrs, Walker's mother, whe h~d semething 
te say abeut deings at theWfakers last night, A 
week age theWal kers feundfeur new bern rabbits in 
their garden, fltey had reasen te believe the mama 
was dead and accerdingly they teek the little enes under 
their wing, feeding them with o» eye drepper. New the 
babies are a beut 4 inches in length, are beginning te eat 
lettuce, carrets and se en and the preblem at present is 
fear the her Siamese cat may eat the rabbits. Last 
night the Utile enes get eut and the cat caught 
ene. that let eut a hewl awakening the entire family at 
S in the merning, It was res-cvued, hewever, and se anether 
night ef adventure leems. Other 

activities at the WdL kers was nrs, taking a n 18 dellar 

shet against peisen ivy, Mary Lambdin teld me the 

ether day she chews the end ef a new vine ef 

that persuasien and is gives her immunity fer 

the year, Thus things turn and se must I fer my ceuch,,,,. 
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Menday, April 29th, 19 63. 


Memerandum• 

'; * C ' ' . ' i •* ' ' • 

Humid, semi-cleudy with rains in t*wn this merning 
ajnd such a clatter ef static tenight that I ceuld 
get ne radie news, a thunder shewer ef mederate 
intensity is currently ,in pregress and while the planters 
aren'tasking fer rain, I a m enchanted te have a dab, 

' 

Celeste reperted by phene te 
the clerk that June came threugh her eperatien 
alright. Hew the rest ef the f amily is making it, 

I h a ven't heard, 

A wire fremHebina this afterneen states that 
her trip dewn this way en the merrew has had te be 

pestpened, 

Carmen called early this nerning te give me 
a blew by blew acceunt ef herweekend when she attended 
the marriage ef semebedy's d ughter er granddaughter,— 
perhaps her brether'8 # She aid skip feed a nd clethes 
leng eneugh te ebserve that BatenReuge is terribly dry 
what with its absence ef rain fer twe me nth s • 

• 

Clara Cenung 'phened te gessip a little, 

A fermer pressman ef 'Bhe^nterprise whe went te 
the Times has been drafted, inclining ene te wender 
if this fact will give Charles a third ulcer, 

Jamfis drepped in fer half an heur this afterneen. 

He breught seme Eskime pies with him, —the 
first I hal ahad in twe er three decades. It 
was het and the pies were witheut .sticks and 
I feund myself wendering hew peeple ceuld manage them 
in public if, indeed,peeple still eat them. 

It seems ,te me the last I ever ate were in Paris, — 
recalling the mystery ef Eskime pies there, since the 
enly place I ever saw them being seld was by l a dy ushers 
between films in the theatres, — net in the lebbies 
... but up and dewn the a iples a nd if the peeple in these 
days . managed them he better, —the pies,, that is, th a n I 
did mine teday, the theatres must have presented 
a fine jeb fer semebedy te clearn up after the deings 
was cencluded, 

■: *' ■ 9 p. i •' ': ts ■ ■ 
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The^nterprise gtt tut a n issue tf the paper 
tn Saturday which was prtmpted by stme special advertising, I 
believe % Mrs,Genung said she understsed they 

were planning tt get tut an extra issue eve y Saturday but she is 
sure a btut that, I must inquire the next time 
I speak with theEdittr, 

' - •• . '■ t •' •• - " ' " 

TTiis mtrning 1 sent a dtzen gttse eggs tt Dtreatha's 
mama wht lives up the rtad a piece . Dtreatha 
reptrted at breakfast time that her mama bad 
a getse that was "studying btut settin'" but 
h a d nt eggs and I was delighted tt 
even things up by sending stme tf Ltuella's 
fine merchendise since, unlike 
the gttse up the rtad, Ltuella has all 
materials necessary ftr getting busy >but 
the rather imprstant tne, —the 

iipilse tt park*, Gttse eggs be ng the size they are, 
nt Ltuella ctuld ctver half the nufyer she has 
been laying a nd naturally 1 cm htping 

that at least twt dtzen tfher tffspring m a y be ftrthctming 
even thtugh she, if she ever makes up her mind, will 
probably ntt hatch tut mtre than a single dtzen 
tn htr twn httk, 

• 

I take it the peahens may be "studying a btut" 
rtur-divg up stme eggs . They aren't tt be seen several 
times a day in their usual haunts, leading me tt assume 
they may bebeginning tt lay althtugh where their nests 
may be, I haven't the slightest nttitn. As they 
lay enl-y-ftur eggs and usu a lly bring them f trth tn June 
19th, .it wtuld seem a little early ftr them 
tt be laying, assuming that ftur weeks are 
required ftr hatching but perhaps there is ntthing 
magia a l ab»nt June 19th a nd. perh a ps. they will st a ge their 
debut a nte parties earlier this seastn. 


We ftund ourselves in much merriment at 
supper this evening, --J, H,, the clerk and I, — 
when J,.H, tbserved^ that Pat and Juanita B . were 
giving stme thtught tt a Eurtpean jauht stmetime 
this summer, We recalled htw 

furitu3 Jte get a few mtnths b a ok‘ when Pat and 

Juanita B, went tt Dallas tt a ftttb a ll game which 

Jte didn't think was necessary . Ftr weeks he maintai ned 

his resentment, —Jte dud, —ntt speaking tt 

Pat ftr quite a while and avtiding him ri gtrtusly . We 

assumed Jte might have a strtke when he learns it may be 


Tuesday, April 30th, 


19 63. 


nt randumi . 

Slight's radi. At / U00a 

,, j m Lyme because »f half inbh •/ 

l 1 weather was ’i^t.rnad**»r tis* aS between the 
iM. /•«•:«» ErVrlVi* rul.c* 

JS- ‘ es, ‘ 

:?S2. •/ T'Z 

they are still. sna 1 J sectitn are al eadJ wi th ,ack Frtst, 

srs - 

htwever, and at „ a ttern. 

)3 behind the gener a J- pa 


I ctffee-ed across the apt talkers the 

+ ient is said tt nave „ff*rts were 

era-tun »as a* 8. S«v {{stand »*«•“* 

». ^urprue^t^uao.na.nt - 

dtinas in the B1 has ks«» 
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filed by the Grand Jury or whatever body makes 
such charges. Mr, Bltedworth, a giant, slew Mr, 

Dyas, a little lew man. After the slaying ''r. Bleedworth 
transported and dumped it in a school yard or seme such. As 
both are colored ,' —Mr. Bloodworth a mula to, 

Mr,Dyas a negro, manslaughter rather than 

murder appears to be adequate to the authorities ,— 

in contrast to a murder charge in theWard case because 

that was colored shooting a white. Ever since 

The B'i*le related the story o the Goliath versus 

David scuffle, it would-seem human hope lies 

in the direction of the big man being disposed of by the 

little man. As loodworth is the killer 

in the present episode, perhaps public imagination isn t 

39 stirred by the doings, 

v- ' iV.J V., , ,x ^ i 

I was interested t$ hear a report out of ^Washington 
concerning the enormous amount of killing 
power, said to be in the possession of both 
the United States and the U, S,S, R,, —something 
like 77 tons of explosive power for every inhabitant in 
each of the opposing countries. Of hand, it would 
seem that such a plethora of potentials 

ouqht to satisfy both sides that they have enough blasting power 
* f 9T the moment so that each side could temporarily at least 
divert its treasure to some other line of ende a vor. 1 


r t 


Ovli. 


gather the report has coined a 
*over kill" and I should imagi 


new combination •f words , 
macine 77 tons of blasting 
power ought to be more than sufficient to finish off any 
single individual although the so—called _ 

"hard shells might require most of that. 

• 

Professor Moely, one time F,D,R» brain— 
truster, was in Shrev port the other day and 
the radio broadcast s o*ne of his taped interview with the 
press, in the 1930's, the 

conservatives werefri ghtened to death of the Moeley 
literalism but today they can all relax since 
professor ’ r oely exp essed himself as being a big 
friend ofichard tlixon and feels B. Goldwater 
could readily be elected President. So often 
today's liberal is tomorrow’s arch conservative 
.nd Professor Moely seems to be Exhibit A in this cla 8 S, 


fair 


The air is growing chilly. I hold the thought 
weather may return to Lyme forthwith . 
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Wednesday, May 1st, 2963. 


Memorandum • 


Awfully cold for May, as theBroadway comedy title 
had it. Ifie thermometer seagged to 5 2 last night and 
will do the same tonight, it is said and I can 
readily believe it. It prob a bly didn't get into 
the 70's today in spite of fair skies. Cotton 
is said to advance when the nights maintain a 
70 degree temperature. From their appearance, the v eget a bles 
seem to be standing still and I, for bne, am not pushing them. 


figured this stationary condition 
an excellent time to re-place 


I made the 


.... . - •/ plants made 

it 

tomato plants that had vanished 
most of the opportunity, 

I have been a little worried about Andy during 
the past couple of weeks. From d a y to day he has exhibited 
little signs of being out of character, — 
nothing in itself worry of mention but a ll of which somehow 
added up tochanges in his usual characteristics, — 
a shortage of tobacco money, an impulse for a second or third glass 
of wine, the proffering of a razor for sale, etc., etc. 

Remembering his mama was, 30 far as I know, neqer up to 
standard mentally and that his sister, Maria, is in the a aylum for 
the mentally deficient, I was beginning to fear for Andy. But today 
my fears were swept away when Doreatha passed along 
the information th a t Andy is "courting", as Doreatha ex¬ 
pressed it and since a man, normally more or less 
in balance will go overboard on occasion for some 
infatuation. m y worries about Andy were 
finished. 9 


, seems 


Surprisingly enough, Andy who is listed as white 
to have fallen under the spell of Jfoonie, ef all 
people, floonie may be remembered as 

the bride of Jack Marcel a nd a sister of Leg, Peter and 

the rest of the Battistes, —— & ever ready bag 

if ever 1 knoew one.. Doreatha tells me Andy has given her 

mu&i of his furniture which floonie has moved to 

Jack M arce i' s house a^d fJoonie's 

incredible thirst has moved Andy to part with all 
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Thursday, May 2nd, 2963# 


Uis money. Of course bl a ck Noonie doesn t live 
with white Andy and his brother but she sees Andy 
enough to w a ngle all his possessions out of him>and 


Memorandum • 


I'm 


vw wn ibyj- c uix r ~ v ~—- __ , + 

not worrying a *»ut And V> assuming he knows what 


Noonie has 


so _ ------ - - . ^ 

he wants and is g etting it for a price 
he thinks he andJiis brother can pay• • 
a way of extracting everything out of 
gentlemen who feel inclined to 

her with a bottle or a b a by or both but sooner 
the gentlemen return to whatever former senses 
h a ve possessed and so, 1 a* sure, it will be 
with Andy and Noonie, moving on to her next 
victim, will, a s 

always in the past, continue wringing out the 
from former gentlemen associate 8 • 1 ' ie fact 
that Andy might be going crazy re a lly depressed me 
now that I am assured he sis merely being foolish 
is altogether-heartening. 


or later, 
they may 


subsequent pennies and 
but 


Edward Morgan 


- Ii} speaking on some matter 
of oedaQogy tonight in hi 3 .comment on the news, 

.mentioned a White House dinner, —last night, 1 
believe, given for the Grande Duchesse de 
Louxembourg or Luxemburgh or however that 
tinycountry spells its name. It seems to me 
I recall something on the radio a b»ut 
the visit of the Grande v uchesse s visit being 
postponed last October because of the 
Cub a n crisis and I assume her presence mWashington 
on this first day •/ May is the ultimate fulfillment 
of last autumn's pl a n. I wish somebody would-do a 
photographic book in White House receptions which ought 
an interesting volume, it seems to me. 

Today's absence of humidity and the 
coolness obtaining g a ve me inordinate 
gust# toundertake a dozen ..planting projects, all 
of which turned to my satisfaction. Not the least 
result of a ll this is the sleepiness I now feel, 
impelling me to consider folding up my beard early and arising 
hour earlier than usual on the morrow to rattle off the 
desk work I should do tonight. And may there 
be rest and peace in Lyme...... 


to make r,uite 


an 


1 


Fair and cool. 
at 42 this morning, 

/•r this regionat this time 
tonight but will not dip so 
last night. 


1}le thermometer stood 
an unheard of temperature 




•f year, 
low as 


It is cool 


I was so sleepy when l got upfrom 
my desk last nig^t, I wondered if I would go 
to sleep before my head touched the pillow but I didn't. 

I placed a big glass of cr a cked ice on 

the circular tip-top t a ble aleng side my desk, a ^pitcher off 
ice Tender Leaf, a sugar bowl and the whole usiness crashed to 
the floor when the bridge lamp, s tancLing across from 
y place at this desk, responded nimbly to a 
floor bo a rd that wasn t tight, throwing itself 
against the table without anything touching- it save the 
loose board on which it had rested. 1 1t smashed everything including 
the inverted milkglassglobe of the hridgelamp on which 
a smart, tailored crepe lampshade has rested 
mav\y a year. What was hilrious about the 

lamp was that when I lifted it up, its _2a«s bowl smashed but 
the mazda still lighted, the shade itself was 
wearing a 3 ix o r seven inch train and no longer ap peered 
smart. I gather when the thing hit 

the floor, the lining of the crpe shade must have pipped 
all around and the oicture it p^'sente.' ivac not unlike 
a be-fuddled bag LU^ue"ly losing her petticoat . 


liquids 


I guess I might h a ve left.everything on the floor where 
it had fallen, had it no<~ been for the sugar which the 
to the ground inviting ants. I couldn't tell the • «• 

shattered glass from the cr a cked~ice and so I swept up the 
wholeassortment and put them on the gallery where the • 
ice could melt during the night enabling me 
to cast the broken glass into the refuse in 
By the time I had straightened this around, 
some more tea and hunted up some more sugar 


would h a ve 


was 


,uite wide awake but fell asleep readily 


all good time, 
cracked some mere 
and lemon, I 


ice . breewed 


enough once I finally Q*t flattened out. 


Mary Pageentertained a flock of 
at her family home in Bobeline today 


matrons 

and I found mine 


hostess 
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Friday, May 3rd, 19 63 


tti the white costume of the page of a couplers Saturdays 

b a ck. ^he had 10 minutes for coffee before taking off and wanted 

to tell me a bout a 'phone call she 

received yesterday noon fromD a n in which he asked her to tell J. H. 
to st a y ouut of his business,She 

couldnt imagine him calling her to deliver such a message and 

told him that she would not deliver it since we are 

all trying to make things as pleasant for J. H. 

as possible f What prompted Dan to make 

the call isn t clear but possibly it stems from the 

f a ct that J. H. dropped in at the Pecan 

Park residence last Sunday, following June's 

Saturday night appeal to J • H. by . 'phone. 

There were three o four 'phone calls during a 
morning already busy. One from Mrs ,So- a nd-so •t 

Hew Orleans, Calling from the, artist's c a bin. *he asked if she might 
come over. I 3aid I was in consultation and that she could not. 

She said she was sure T remembered her as she had pa ssed- this 
way seven years ago and should very much like to b ring 
some friends with her • So many such people 

seem to think, 1 gather, that I haven't seen anybody within the last seven 
years and a n dying to find some human cont a ct once more. I told 
her to Call after 2 if t she was in the ne ihghborhood. I heard no more 
from her and hope T don t for ajiotfyer seven years. 

James dropped in for an hour or so this 
afternoon. He expressed delight with the new Marx book, 

"Harpo Speaks" or some such title. He says there is quite a lot 
in it qbout A A .Wollcott. He expressed delight with the 
wholeWellymiord, an hour and a half intervenes between 
this paragraph and the a bove, —I. S,»U2a rd on 
see wire • Were was so much chatter n bout Baton*ouge, 

HewOrleans, Lafayette and so on that T don't know what 

was orwas not covered but I did understand that she 

feels as I about the 250th ann versary, to wit, that 

Charles andCarmen, in'getting the organisation in 

their hands, have knocked out possibilities for anything 

worth while, primarily because they haven’t the 

vision for fflything that, if done at all, should be 

executed on a broad front and a t this late date, of course, 

there is no time to l a y down a foundation that would be 

required, were anything worth while were to be done .1 • S.W. threatens 

to honorme with a call tomorrow night and perhaps 

she can be persuaded to hold subject matter down to 

not more than a dosen matters at a single session • -Ana 


Memorandum 


Fair with mild temperatures 


The prospects for a pleasant weekend appear excellent 
and I am especially glad for the thousands who will 
undoubtedly be attending the Rose festaval at Hodges Gardens. 

I haven’t seen a ny announcements concerning the program 
for Saturd a y. From what was said at the 9 o’clock ceffee 
hpur, this morning, I understand there will be a general 
open house to all comers until 2 in the afternoon when the 
public may view therose collections gratis and that after 2, the 
usu a l admittance charge will be resumed « 

Celeste's two weekend house guests arrived about 5 this 
evening and they will pick up Juanita A. tomorrow morning 
at 9*30'and proceed leisurely in the general direction of 
the gardens, perhaps 40 or 50 miles westward, dine leisurely and 
then proceed leisurely through the gardens. Vie s tressing 
of the word leisure in all this is through design and something 
that i3 wished for, it is said. My guess is that thousands 
of people at the moto f inn trying to get some food at noon 
q nd thousands more "doing" the gardens in the afternoon may not 
contribute much to leisureliness but that is merely 
%-uess on my part. I don't mind saying, however, 
that I am glad I am not among those who willbe 
attending 

I was impressed tonight by the^dward Morgan comment t;t 
the ultra-conservative politico-theologians who 
are doing the Kremlin's work inAmerica more effectively than 
the Kremlin could ever l^ope to do it on their own hook. 

I may have remarked upon this point beofre and how I have long 
felt that the discrediting of the Federal Government by 
these pseudo-Divines is likely tofrighten enough uninformed 
voters into caating their ballots for anybody but a democrat 
which is what thespeakers want so the Republicans may get into 
power which is what the millionaires b a cking these 
ether artists want. Fortunately, however , even the 
Republican Senators who frown on this underhanded way to 
discredit the present Administration by casting doubt about 
the Government in the minds of many people will in the end 
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Sunday, May 5th, 19 63. 


contribute nothing but weakness to the whole Government, — 
democratic or Republican*, so that in the end nobody, not even 
the short-sighted millionaires backing thefn a natical 
right, will profit by the weakening of the foundations of faith 
currently being engineered by the^ible slappers, 

I must write Mr, Morgan a letter of congratulation for h a ving 

brought this situation into the open, "£ believe it 

is H, L, Hunt, the Texas millionaire, who is • backing 

two or three such programs at the moment, the same H, L, Hunt 

who once supplied the money for the unlamented late 

Senator McCarthy of Wisconsin in his 

outrageous c reer* 

I heard aQain yesterday that Pat and Juanita B, are making 
preparations for their European jaunt this summer # -They are 
taking shots in anticiption of the trip. It is said 
people pl a nning to visit Switzerland this year are 
being especially guided in the necessity of taking shots,- 
result, 1 8 ppose, of the flare-up of thy typhoid this 
Spring that caused such a flurry. My informant who may or may not know 
about their plans, mentioned Prance. Germ a ny and Switzerland as being 
on their a genda My guess is that £ ngland may also be 
on the docket, too, but I shall learn more a bout 
such det a ils when I have spoken with one or the other 
•f the travelers, 

:ji Cs 1 it si i 3 

I am forever saying that I a m fin a lly finished planting 
the vegetables but I reckon I shall keep right on planting 
throughout the summer as somethings are replaced by others in 
the march of the veget a bles, I transplanted 18 or 80 
more tom a to plants this afternoon, lifting 

them fromrows they had occupied originally but pl a nted too close to eac 
other,, I find lots of embryo cockscomb coming up 
in various random places among the rows of 
planted things and I an hoping to restr a in the hoe hands 
from chopping them up if I c a n, x he presence of these colorful 
old fashioned flowers will add nothing to the orderliness of 
the garden's appearance but they will lend spots of color a cross the 
parterres a ?»d this colorful disorder, l think, may turn out to be 
even prettier, 7T* ere were no visitors today and I 

m a $e the most of the freedom, Mya there tbe peace in L yme this 
weekend, too 


Memorandum ; 

. • • 

Fair weather and mild temperatures, We got 
a possible quarter of a n inch of rain around 4:30 this 
afternoon but we were the only spot along the river thu3 
blessed. The clouds vanished right afterward and tonight the 
w a xing moon is splendid, the air fresh and the temperature just right 

Joe Henry brought fifteen or twenty women at 11 >20 •?» 

Saturd a y . a nd a s we diiie at 22:30, I thought the gesture out 
of irder, 7he ladies were from Welch, R,, which 
is said to be off Lake Charles way• x hey were nice, dull people 
a nd I thought one gl a nce at the portraits and a quick 
look a t the African House would be just about all they could manage. 
Twenty women down stairs in theAfrican House is a bout 
all the place can hold conveniently, One lady ran her fingers 
along the old desk standing there and asked why 
there was dust on it, I said I thought 

the iUestion a • >»« and that I would respond frankly, pointing 

out that just as I wa,s about to grab at a dust cloth at iucca 
a nd head out to dusk the African House desk , a fleck 
of ladies fromWelch, Louisiana, invaded my sanctuary 
and thus she hadfound it. The companions chortled politely, 

* ' ' >1 v iV .i. ; •* 'v>‘ ' ' * ' ’ , *“ 

Saturday's post brought a buxom but light weight package 
from Sears-Roe buck of Dallas, ■‘■t contained 
a natal day greeting from Mesdames Walker and Genung, —two 
bed pillows with pretty ticking and a stuffing of goode feathers 
that make them a lmost bouyant, I 

h a d pretty well worn out the old pair Lyle h a d used and I 
suppose a n V pillow, might be said to have served its 
time after 35 or 40 years 

\ 'ft 



h aving heard nothing direct from- Hyde P rk, I dined across 
the fence this noon. Celeste and her guests reported 
a fine day in Hodges Gardens yesterday, One thing is certain, 
the weather was ideal. Everybody reported excellent food 
at the motor inn and I am holding the thought this 
virtue may continue 3ince a delightful source of food 
is bound to do much for people bent on spending some time 
in tr versing gardens, . 
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I talked with I, S, n illard this meriting. She 
reported having spent the ,evening with theReijisters 
en^aturday and learned Kay is having seme difficulty with 
3eme kind ef a swellen vein 3emewhcre in the regien ef her 
a' 1 kle, One gees areund quite a few Rebin Heed barns 
te get det a il 3 en mest peint frem the I, H,W, directien 
andl think de 2 cd eff ence er twice during the 'phene 
cenversatien but I shall receive mere precise 

details within a day ertwe frem the^egisters, I suppese, Tli ere 
was something a k*ut a pressure ef the shee en the in-step and the 
cutting epen ef the yhee te relieve the 
pressure but it wasn t clear te me hew this 
made a vein in the leg swell but that 

is perhaps failure te wade threugh the details with 
preper attention, 

Local werkmen spent Saturday and Sunday a.t Hyde Park, I am 
teld, which is pre a bly an ether way ef saying that 
mere brickwork er seme such is geing ferward, I believe 
it was Monday when last I had a repert and 

at that time I had suppesedmest ef the werk had been cempleted 

but I must have been mistaken, Rome 

lecal friends were l a ughingat ene twist at the 

store, ft seems a ceuple ef the lecal werkmen were 

geing te use a pickup truck te ge te ,tewn te werk at Hyde 

Park and spjk bedy asked the clerk hew much was charged 

fer the Truck' sjtrip up and b a ck and he said three bucks and 

the merchent planter said the charge sheuld be adv a iiced te six bucks 

and when the werkmen used ene ef their ewn cars instad the merchent planter 

expressed wonder that they didn't use the truck. 


After neon dinner teday, I teeek Cdleste's 
guests fer a little strell areund the gardens 
and as we started eut, ene ef the ladies expressed the 
hepe te see a peacock and lei we bumped inte 
twe t both ef whem had their fans at full elevatien and 
never, 1 think, put en a better shew, I laughed 
when ene ef the guests remarked that the night befere she 
had assumed she w as awakened by the call ef a 
pet crew which, she learned later, was the cry 
ef a paaceck, A crew with a paceck's veice really 
would be something .. 



Memerandum : 

Fair and mild ef temperature, Cleuds ebscured the 
blue during the late afterneon but had vanished befere 
time fer the big full moon took ever the heavens. 

Thus far tonight, * have heard only three 
news casts, —Rdwarfl Merg a n's Lowell Thomas' and the CBS World Tonight 
Only Mr, Morgan mentioned the Pulitzer Prizes and reception was 
peer at the time so I shall have te await further 
radio news tonight te get the details. One er <. 

nether net work mentioned the impending a wards ever 
the weekend, I sheuld think these citations ef <• 

sufficient importance around the world te guarantee mention ef 
them by all major net works en the dag they a re made, <. 

In referring te the Pulitzer awards ef last year by 
ene commentator yesterday, something was said that only ence did 
thePulitizer Foundation / a il to act on the recommendations 
made by the Beard submitting the recommendation, This 
was la 3 t year when theBeqrd recommended a biography ef 
Hearst by author whose name I failed te recall, > 

Perhaps the Foundation stated its reasons fer failure to 
a ward last year at the time the matter was 

to the fere but, ef course, I didn't happen to hear about it. 

Surely it couldn't have been because ef the rivalry between 
billi a m Randolph Hearst and Joseph Pulitzer in their 
newspaper enterprises, 

just as I arrived fer 9 o'clock coffee this morning, two 
of the house painters who spent last summer slapping color about 
arrived, attired in their costumes ef office, Wiey 
sipped coffee with us fer a few minutes en the front gallery 
when their hostess and mine enticed them inside and I 
returned to my chores elsewhere, It seems the interior 
decorator who is lending a hand next deer has suggested 
another tsne to the interiors, — seemingly the same color and 
shade but a softer finish a i*ut which I comprehended nothing. 

Be that as it may, last year's interior paint job is to be dene 
ever and slip covers are to bereplaced, deers between living 
room and dining room removed utterly and so •» and so forth, I 
am reminded ef the time Miss Cam asked Lyle if he could do • 
anything to make something ef the house and he said he 
could and that the first step would be to burn down the house 
and then you could start te begin, t 
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Tuesday, May 7th, 1963. 


I learned yesterday the haying season would begin today 
and the implication was that I wtuld have the gardens 
pretty much to myself , It was in line with past 

performances that instead ef yesterd a y's plans for today d tered, 

so I shouldn't hqve been tees tartled this merning a little 

befe re six e ' deck when feur field handsarrived, t seems 

haying didn't get s tarted a fter all and se I 

was en the receiving end ef peeple I didn't expect and 

ene er twe, including Samb Irewn whem I never needed, I 

set three ef them te piddling in the iris garden and took 

Pal» t sheeter of hi3 brether, Atmes, inte the vegetable • 

garden where we set up fence pests aleng a new line ef temate 

plants, added bawbee peles horizontally te cennect them and therebye 

previde climbiyiparaphanalia fer the temate plants when 

they get geing, 

• ' . •'! ' k ' y t 

The r ews •S vegetables a»d flewers are beginning te 
push up lustily /revi the geed earth and present quite 
a premise ef celer fer later in the seasen, Areund 
11 e'cleck, a serpent arrived bearing temate plants which 
J, H, had just breught frem tewn, I handed them 
te Pal, telling him his preblem was twefeld, —first te find 
a place, t» plant them and, secend, set them eut se they 
will grew, fer they were rather tee large fer successful trans¬ 
planting, We get them inte the greund areund 4 e'cleck when 
the temperary cleud ceverageguaranteed them against sunstreke, 


Memer andum : 


Pure summer weather, It was het 
in the sun but it is geing te be just right tenight 
under the full meen when I h a ve put a w a y the 
typewriter after I h e dene a few letters, fertified - 
myself with a glass ef Tender Leaf a nd be-taken it a nd me 
te a bench in the Ghana garden, 


Ihe d a y w a s busy eneugh a ltheugh mest ef 
it was presaic eneugh, At 6 e'cleck I feund myself 
possessed ef tee m^ny helpers and although' seme were 
called te the h a yfield later, mest ef them remained 
with me a 21 d a y, mere ef a bether th a n a help, 

I had expected Rebin a and Careline McCl a nh a n 
but neither ef them put in a?j appearance,Leading 
me te a 33Ume that Caroline's husb a nd must still 
be en the pneumenia list. 








' ■ w 


i • * ('PortCoj lb9UJCUCr 9 UfrU 


in the persen ef James whe drepped in areund 
12:40 this neen, bearing m a ny types ef feedstuffs all the w a y 
frem eysters te c a nteleup er hewever ene spells that word for 
I sbem te be ferever getting it mixed up with * *‘ 

Chantleup, v q nished chateaux ef 'f&dame des Ursins, 
the Due de Cheiseul and so 


With Pal's assistance I tried meving an articheke 
plant a nd enly time will tell if eur effert was a success 
er failure, I suspect they are kin te the thistle and attempting 
te meve a thistle is like trying te meve a P»PPy, —it can 
be dene but the plant invariably dies. In the case ef 
the artichekes, three ef the young plants had been set out tee clese 
te each ether and se it seemed ebvious the middle ene 

sheuld be remeved, allewing the eth&r .twe te stretch their 3 feet le a ves 
in comfert, ffene weuld h a ve dene much as theywere and se 
I figured it was better te take a chance en s a ving twe geed 
plants at the possible expense ef lesing the third. Naturally 
I sh a ll ,be curious te see what, if d)'y t luck eur efferts at transplanting 
come to, 

. 

And new I must take a turn in the meenlight and then 
return for some work, followed by .a midnight salade and some Tender 
Leaf,, .. 


James al so brought some excellent ice cream 
which we immediately got to work en, hoping te get ahead 
ef Miss v cnholme a ud companion, as* indeed, we 
did, James remained enly fer a short chat, 
hewever, a s he wanted te be b a ck at heme by the 
time their maid departed a t 2, 

1 asked him „ bout Kay's he-1 th and he said he believes it 
good a nd that she herself says jshe feels she is "ever the hump", 
A n occasional Call from the Bluff puts her inte 
a state ef nerves when the body re-acts unpleasantly, as in 
the c a sff of the feet er leg that I, S,Willard mentioned, 

I, S,W, thought this seme jjajsr thing but James doesn’t believe os 
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merely the U3val reaction #/ the lecal lady to the 
ether 'sdoings. James did, say, however, 

that I. S. Willard's visits to Hyde Park are tee extended 
and even when Kay says 3he must flatten eut a nd James 
ha3 alreadystarted sneezing en a sofa in anether reem, 
the I. S.Will~rd visit gees en and en when all- 
three of the participants in the endurance 

test sheuld leng since have folded t>n their respective c eunches. 

‘8 i' ' > ~ **• - l’ ’ 

Mrs. Genung 'phoned me teday, saying she had semething 
she theught mildly amusing. Somebody has established 
a reducing scheel for l a dies in tewn and the lady decter h a s been 
attending and, as a natu a l^consequence, has a c ,uired a mechanical 
horse that bucks and carries on generally • One d a y last week, it 
threw her and she landed her Londonderry'Air, as it were 
and the next time she mounted the sen e wooden horse, it 
threw her again and she broke her little toe, ~ 
the two successive accidents resulting in her 
absence from her office for a couple of days. As Mrs. Genung 
concludedt .. "and just to think th a t in spite 

•f q ll this,* & leanor is nevertheless an excellent doctor 
even if she doesn t seem to demonstrate much sense beyond the 
realm of medecine"• 

I was glad to hear from Mrs* Spinks who doesn't seem 
to correspond so much as formerly » I was 
especially glad to read her account of AftonVilla 
/•ll owing the fire. 1 had not heard what the 

atmospheric conditions were like 

on the night of its destruction and it is heartening 

to learn that there was »• breeze so that 

the treees and shrubs weren t damaged. The last 

time I was there before the place had been sold to Mrs. Percy, 

the reclaiming encompassed miles so that one would 

scarcely have, been a ble to determine where the gardens ended and the 
park began and from the Spinks letter, 1 gather much of 
the extension of the planting had gone forward and 1 hope the 
whole property be maintained intact with its flowers...... 


i 


12399 


Wednesday, May 8th, 19 63. 


Memo ran urnt 

Perfect weather. 

Today's post w a s rather heavier than usual 
but what really counted were a registered letter and two 
packages from Lymg all three of which are 
tucked away in my armoir' a g a inst the morrow, guaranteeinq 
a night of anticipation beyond measure. 


me 


Secretaries-were scattered every which way todav but 
I rounded up one and just as he a rrived, some friends 
bearing the surprising name of Lee but no kin to Lydia, arrived 
a recommendation on the part of their satonReuce 
„ riend, the General which knocked out secretarial 

itVt.ll 06 and ttd au , s post to the armoir against 

vibe ''ifrrftOj 

1 Can't think what made it so but the day 

t * ie a hop, skip and a jump the clock around. 
f y * int f # ®« doings, 1 fin a lly tracked down a tall 

ladder which turned out to be rather he a vier than 
convenient to manage but manage I did and in consequence succeeded 
m mounting to the housetopat yucca to adjust the Q iron plate 
on the top of the chimney, designed to discourage,birds ? 

*f the chimneyswift variety from descending inside the 
house. Ihis should have been done days aqo 
but wasn't, interruption..... 

t 

James just called. He Said things were rockinq 
along pretty well. I usually talk with Jay, too, but 
tonight before ^ames and I had progressed very far, a tap came at 
y d..r ana I had U break .// the ',h.ne c.nietnah.nt. 
put through a call for a doctor for an 
ailing neighbor. I assume I 

may or may not see the Registers the morrow. One 

seldom makes plans in advance in view of the uncertainty of Kay's 
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Thursday» May 9th, 19 63. 


state tj health. 

Juanita B. Called me this noon, just jtr 
a little chat. She inquirer jtr news jrom Lyme 
and asked me to bounce a Htwdy in that dire ctitn when next 
I dripped a line in that direction. She said some 
lawyer group is .planning a European jaunt tt&urope jtr a ctuple 
tj weeks and that'is the crowd they plan to jtin. It is 
a Louisiana legal society and yet the trip, tddly enough, 
is being trgani 2 ed tut tj Austin, Texas, and why this shtuld be, 
ntbtdy eemed tt kntw. Present plans call jtr departure 
tn July 88th a nd a return tt htme base tn August 14th, 

They will gt by air, tj cturse, but even st, the time 
seems limited and prtb a bly will alltw inly a birdseye 

view tj places visit which includes It a ly, EnglandDcnmark a3 well a s 1 1 
tther ciuntries previtusly mentitned 

• •, s. \ , 

. , x\( i V * M t o : 

interruptim... Ca men calledti rattle tjj a stack tj 
stcjal gtssip abtut petple tj whim I 
kntw nit « 

I din't seem tt be getting anywhere with this mem t, what 
with all the interrupt itns .... .and antther comes jrtm The 
Enterprise, asking me jtr jill in tn stme 

gentleman named Shirt wht is the sin by a previtus marriage •S 
Dr. Ora Watsm tj fit thwestern whim I have never 
met. And uix ile 1 think tj it,’I-ifiust 

remark uptn the number tj petple living at present the parish 

bearing the name tj Ora, —a name I heard jirst when intnducted tt 
Ora Garland Williams . 

Carmen, wht prides herselj tn ctrrect pnnunc iatim, has 
impressed me lately by the may she jansimed the wtrd, gladitla• I ha i 
petple put the accent in the i rather than tn the t but Carmen 
has managed tt, get Gtd inti it stmehtw with the accent tn the jirst syl 
but by inserting an 1 intt Gtd, ctmes tut with Gltdia 
which doesn't suggest gladitla. 

And st a usy day runs altng and I glance 
at the armtir, impatient jtr the morrow...... 


Memtrandum • 

B v :•.. • *a*l*3K‘' *• ' v 

A beautijul day. 

And htw am I tt begin tt say. jhapks tt little Miss 
Lee jtr a ll the jtys that a re mine • 

By a strtke tj gttd luck and a dab tj contriving, I 
secured the services tj a secretary at 7 this miming and 
immediately I unlocked the armtir and. git busy. I 
started tjj with the sweet letter jrtm little Miss Lee and 
rise decorated card and I was at one touched and 
moved to gratitude beyond measure jtr everything 
expressed in both messages. pirtraitswere st symbolic 


lively 


the unjniling sweetness tj the dtntr in evidence tj the warmth that 
never jails in sharing and had I sttpped right there, I 
ctuld have said in all honesty htw muph 1 ble38 the day little 
Miss Lee was bt n. • * 

moved tn to the jlatter package next and was enchanted with 
the genertus expanse tj the big cendrier and its 
splendid ctltring. I h a ve always jelt vast satisj a ctitn in 
the amplitude tj a large cendier and especially when one is 
using it al*ng with a caller st that me may prtwl artund 
in it without distrubing tther users and still have 
the n dequate space that harmtnizes with relaxation and 
a mingling tj pursuits in the direction tj the weed. 

Next came the deeper,package and its charming asortment 

tj gijts, including my j a viirte "chameaux", the 

delightjul white porcelain btwl and the metaljltwer supporter, 

st cleverly wrought st that me may ejject arrangements 

tj JiLtssoms st that the ones m the lower level may be 

nestled beneath these m a.higher plain, what with the 

convenience tj the weighted metalic support qt the bottom 

oj the container....interruptim....the 

Millspaughs called tt pass aleng natal day g reetings. 

I live the inquiry attached to the linger 
cardboard catton and the answer is dejinitely in the ajjirmative 
side r 

. ' , 3*' . l\ • U *’ 

"Yes, ineed, this house is jilled with enchantment 
to rill tut a great big red carpet jtr another saint." 


•J 













V 
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I ha ve always ltved St.^ranceis d'Assissi and this 
statue Z find especially entrancing, what with the -gttd guy and 
his feathered friends about him, I have ltng 

felt that the lives tf the saints . 

ihterr uptitn,,,Kay called tt say happy natal., etc, 

But, as I was attempting tt tpine, it has ltng seemed 
tt me the live 10a tf saints are subject tt interpretatitns, even 
as is the material in theGttdBttk, and 
when the bitgrap ies tf St.Eranctis d'Assissi relate 
htw he preached tt the birds, I dismiss this as in¬ 
capability tn the p-.rt tf his bitg^cphera tt understand 
what their character was up tt. He may have* talked tt 
the birds, calling them his little brtthers, but 
actually he was communing al 1 the time withGtd and 
kindred 3 tuls ntt visibly present , He must have 
kntwn birds ltved tt be talked tt, even as animals and petple 
like tt be talked tt and it matters ntt at all whether 
feathered and furred friends ctmprehend the wtrds since it 
is the sound tf the vtice and the spirit it reveals 
thatbrings living creatures intt cltser harmtny, 

I am hoping that St.Franctis will find imself csmftriable at this 
bend tf the river, He immediately ftund a niche in the picture windtw 
here beside my desk and I find vast delight in letting my glance 
rtam frtm him and his birds tt Egypt's Queen and b a ck again and 
even the windtw seems the happier ftr his presence , 

Juanita B, appeared as my secretary departed, bearing a delicious 
cake tf her twn making and before she left, the Knipmeyers whtm 
3he knows because tf friendship with the Knipmeyer 
children, arrived and it was all se pleasant . James 
called while all wbre here, inviting me tt lunchetn in town with 
him but I declined and se he drtpped * in ftr an hour in'the 
afternttn . We were btth puz2led when we discovered a big blackbird 
in the house and neither tf us could figure out htw he ftund his 
way in but I'm sure he was simply coming to pay his 
respects tt the newly arrived saint in the picture window, 

On the b a ck page tf the first seditn tf today's Enterprise 
appears the obituary tf June Prudhtmme, I shall 
jot down a memt a fc«ut her and attach it tt this page, 

I. S, Willard was in flew rleans •» Tues a y and I hope she gtt tt s ee 
her, St runeth the happiest birthday 1 c an remember 
in decades, h a ving started off under the happiest tf 
auspicies at 7 with ctymunitn with Lyme ,••••••• 


1240.3 


1Triday , May 10th, 19 63, 


Memorandum : 

And again the weather is perfect, 

• 

And again it is my natal day all ever again because 
I have st many evidences tf little Miss's 
Lee's greetings as tf yesterday, ^including the new 
statue tf an tld and venerated saint looking dtwn 
tn this memt frtm his vantage jttint in the 
picture windtw and I’m grateful tt Gtd ftr 
h a ving given me the chance to see humanity 
and the wtrld thrtugh ptrtals ftrever being flung tpen 
by little Miss Lee, 

I 

And may I mentitn my ap preciutisn ftr the clippings 
in yesterday's ptst, tts, which I did ntt get a rtund 
tt mentitn last night. It is se wtnderful 

that you shtuld h a ve remembered my interest in Al°bent de Ligne and 
tt have disctvered and shared with me the 
final epistde tf his life, t has been 

nearly twenty years since last he and I ptured tver together 
the big vtlumes tf the Memtires t " the tld man" 
as he always called his great grandpa tf Belteil, 

I had never thtught a beut it beftre but ntw I find myself 

wtndering why "le vieux" used such big bttkstt 

pen his memtrjes in, ftr he was always flying a btut and 

such big bttks must have been umber3tme ftr they 

are a t least a ctuple tf feet by at lea3t a fttt and a half 

and a ctuple tf inches thick, like entrmtus ledgers and 

mightily btund and running intt a number I canntt 

even remember, 

. 

I am st glad the Alice '1‘tklas memtire is 
getting the attentitn it is. She always struck me as 
perfectly contented in her role tf shadtw <. 

tt Gertrude but she certainly demonstrated tn 
Gertrude's death that she ctuld take tn substance with 
as much,grace as she had pi yed the shadtw, 

I did ntt see my 9 t'cltck ctffee ctmpanitn 


L 
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Sunday, May 12th, 2963. 


yesterday ftr she had left early to spend the entire 

day tn a frelic at Black Lake with stme *tf her 

girl friends. According to this morning s 

report, it was a marveltus day and all present were 

just darling. She had sent a birthday . r . H 

dessert tt the big htuse , —a rtund meld tf tomato, —I believe 

it was ttmatt, jellt with a dish tf dressing 

in the circle in the middle, the dressing 

being made tf a stft cream cheese, pepped up 

with pimentt, chives, etc., which tne might 

spttn tut tt tne's heart's desire and apply sane tt 

the slab of jellt when the latter had been 

cut and planed on one's dessert plate. Wi h 

Celeste being away, J. H. dined at the big htuse 

and remarked that Secretary tf Agriculture freeman 

w a s celebrating his birthday on May -9th that 

he, J. H. tnly regretted that Secretary freeman 

had ever been born. Secretaries tf Agriculture 

since the days tf the depression, never seem popular with the 

planters I kntw. I supptse this is because they 

attribute all Congressional legislation for controlling 

production tn theSecretary. Tlie Secretaries 

of Tresury, however, always seem popular, probably because 

each symbolizes the fat checks the Government issues 

tt the planters ftr ntt planting tr whatever. 

I laugh with a stmewhat wry tone as I contemplate the 
lovely looking and ltvely feeling feather 
pilltws sent direct from Dallas by Sears-Rtebuck tn Jr3. 

Genung's order ftr my birthday. After a couple 
of successive night's use, I ntticed I was develop mg a 
headache. Mrs. Knipmere to whom I g a ve them tt sniff thought 
the artma, ntt unlike new linoleum, came from the pretty ticking 
James sniffed and thought it came from the feathers within 
the ticking. 1 hey have gene b a ck into the box in which 
they came and npw, although he dtesn t kntw it, Mr.Sears 
is about tt be exposed to a headache ••••••• • 


Memtrandumi 

Fair skies and warm weather are the trder tf the day. 
tjtw that the nights show thermometer reading around 70, 
flowers and vegetabels are growingat a great rate. I 
believe most vegetation dtes most if not all tf its 
grtwing at night. There used tt be some tld saying .bout 
tne '3 a bility tt hear the corn grew in Itw a on moonlit 
nights but the statement didn't indicate htw much the mttn 
contributed to the phenomenon. 

I was vaguely anntyed tn Friday night when the 
store sent people tt me after supper a nd I was even mtre 
cross about h a lf' a dozen people sent me before 8 t cltck 
tn Saturday morning. 1 he &turd a y morning bunch are currently 
renting Htseshte Lake plantatitn 'the property between 
Montrose and B a youfhtchez belonging to the estate tf the late 
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Gerard. The renters are cattle ranchers 
bnsed on Hatchedoches, --»r however tne spells the country of 
that name inTexas so often confused with Louisiana’s Natchitoches. 
7 here were three couples, the husbands making the 
descent on Melrose in deference to the wishes 0 their wives 
and the wives comprehending nothing they were viewing a t 
ax y given moment but avid to see mtre like 
pilgrims dashing helter-skelter through a myseum bent 
on penetrating every g llery and seeing )ioth and caring less about 
what was on display in any particular room in which they might 
find themselves. 

James came down this morning and whisked me 
to town to dine at the Country Club and thence 
on the Hyde Park ftr a little chat with Kay. 

At the country club I was happy to see Ora and her youngest 
son who is teller than his mother. We chatted 
a few moments. I belie ve she said June 27th was 
the date tf her departurein the direction 
of Lyme. . 

jhe Williams duo, —mother and son, — left before we 
did. just as we were quitting our table, I. S.Willard 
the widow Schriven Sweat or Swette, came in. I. S.Hillard 
had announced this morning to me tn the 'phone that she 
would be thereat noon but in true Willard style,finally 
m a de it only 50 minutes behind chedule. We 

. - u. ~ V «« 1 ~ y* n + lit irl 0 Pn T»Zr n t +.0 7* .Tn m 0 .Q . Kn ) I n 11H I fi V 0 110 
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?" Eas * "otcItiUolias scU..l t. he given .ur pelt, 
serum, I was back htme a little after 3. H 

a laU 9 fl 911 s o.turd a y when James , in line with his 

( SwT lr !V" n (i a/terneen U present „e with 
T * am h , ed P lll9W3 > having been shocked 

by the strange aroma of the Sears’ pillows * h' r d recently muir.** 

l‘/“d H/' V.'tin7tp%'Ve V arZ 'Tw 

1 / ld myself Possessed to two sets of new pillows. neither 

hTSe/eUX *T4jZi r a TuVe\ y y %*'* "* 1 

?•.% ne “ 

lith liL r.l J Jd"“/aOtur«r 3 ft-,,, ~U l a den their wares 
with such ar$m a 8 that the users •f new merchendise xms is 

• eve ope a headache a lmost immediately on :burroughing into them • 

at tJ S?!!,? 2ad t# 1*°™ Saturday that the rumpus 

J 2 W was " 9t > ^ originally supposed , occasioned by 
an upset between Irma O’Brien a nd Mrs.Crabtree, both of whom 
seem t. be fine ladies. It w a s all quite different an 

’wlTditZ/T F i: l9V d9n t even kn,w h0W ™*ch Aunt*illie 

There it “ * A ^ t,leir rec . ent »<•«. Charleston 

is l m til(/th 8i *** r U « *»^8a2<e Meyer or some such and 
\ S > a® told the usual pushy” gift shop. There 

is a /me antique shop which has been operated for a long 




' 

'V* 4. 


12407 


time iy a r, 


i, ~ ~ ' aMc * 1/7,3 • Tail ant, although that isn’t the 

to* Aunt* t ?,?”? tfie faHant , gi c , f a mlies a re Jewish a nd 
t* 4un« illie s notion the pushy” meyers a re lust fine 

lay, lrw a and* a rley accepted an invitation to dine with 
Tallants and the sno mistress of ^hc Bluff* had'* ^ 

l +\* n '? iC i h +h ahe .transmitted to Hyde Park which upset that 
Patient although K a y j 3 net a an#* a nd therefore 9 couldn ’t 
su scribe to ^untie's .tiracje but could be upset by 

the r n cket made. Anri +.h „ + '« _7-» _.• v .. U. 


exact name. Both 


but the more 
> . Be that as 
the 


it 


r a cket made. And that's all there is to that tempest in a teapot . 

the fence , 


4 until 5, s a ue h a lf an 
1 watered the beget a bles and tonight 1 must 
some mail. I hold the thought there was 
pretty weather and peace at Lyme . 


hour for supper across 

1 m 1 


knock off 


Monday, May 13th, 19 63. 

Memorandum : 

Fair in the 70 to 90 range • 

The flurry of the day centered a round 
Celeste. In mid afternoon, she dro e her car into the driveway 
of Sidney %affy on a busy s treet while Mr .Sidney 
went into the house to get & address. 2 >ie b a ck of the 
Cadillac must hav protruded beyond the curb and a rattle trap car came 
along and smacked into it. Celeste in the front seat 
wasn t damaged. x he rattletrap car was demolished. 

Oddly enough , the driver of the rattletrap was none.other 

than Annie Gi son o. Montgomery, — 

an old acquaintqnce of thg Melrose establishment. 

She didn t have her license with her. Celeste drove her to 

Montgomery where Annie couldn't 

fine her license there either. Annie hasn t any 


money and so is now without a car. Celeste s car , -*■ assume, 
is being repaired • So adventure stalks the highways 
and there was an element in this crash remainding me of the time 
when Litile Sing Solomon struck a car in 

the wild3 ofGorhum, nearly passed out knowing he was in hill¬ 
billy country a nd then nearly swooned when he discovered the 
man in the wrecked car was the merchant- 
planter who said: 

"Well, I'l be damned, boy....trying to kill home folks.” 

Both J. H. and King Solomon were forever 
laughing a bout the episode but i'll wager there was 
scant merriment on either side when today the ladies 
got tangled up. 

. ... \ l • . \ ■ 

On the plantation the hoeing of the cotton got under 
way, —ladies and gentlemen all swinging hoes. 

There are a few young gentlemen, too dumb to do anythin #, 
and they were sent to . me . - My worry at such times is 1 
trying to determine where I mayassign them, so that they will 
achieve the least amount of dmage and that 

poses quite c problem. One of them once aspired tb the secretariat and rev 
remarkable to relate, he can ,read. On the second dayday, however, 

I was impressed by the speed with which he accomplished a run through of th 
letters. The first one which appeared to be two pages 
didn't seem to contain many words as he rattled them off. 

The s econd’ letter wad more brief: 

v t 

"Dear Le stan... .Yours truly .", 


l * 
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Tuesday, May ttph» 1963. 


. 


I ashed if there couldn't he a Jew 
~nd he 3 aid there was seme s tufj hut 
like reading. Today the first thing he 
was to break the gate between-¥ucca and 


ioerds in between 
he didn ' t Jeel 
d id 

the African House. 
the jeb that 

In an hour he was hack, 
and 


fie wender the 


They I put him te werk chepping bawbee, 

I expected weuld required at,least a day 
saying the jeb was dene, I took a l**k 
had te admit all the bambee was indeed 
flat en the greund but en cleser in - 

spectien 1 was impressed by the fact that none ‘of it was 
cut but merely bet ever and still attached te the reets. 

Such cases in the r aim *J workmen ship de 
net-tend te inspire cenfidence in the werkman, 
plantatien c a n t find ything fer him te de. As for me, 

I can * find anything te -keep him frem deing and all 
in the general directien ef disaster. 

l a m impressed b the rapidity ef grewth in ' 

the vegetable garden and the temate plants abeut a feet 
in height bt net yet . * 

in flewer appear vigereus eneugh. 1 had premised, 

P a l I weuld water a few things en Saturday night and en Sunday 
night and D bravely went inte the act en both • 

•ccasi*ns. It turned eut by the dawn s early light ef Menday 

that while I had dene a mighty pretty jeb with 

plants like the tematees which I ceuld feel, I . 

had hit ne ene plant in the rews . ef smaller stuff which I 

had attacked with suchcare ever the week -end. I plant the parterres 

in rews ef equ a l distance, the ene frem the ether but my stakes had 

been meved when seme ef the planting ... , . 

u, a s dene and as 1 don't knew the combination, my efferts at watering 

in the dark in that sectien ge awry . But in spite ef my lack ef 

skill God sets Sis hand te the general a dv a nce 

tf things and semehew they ge ferward in spite ef me, even 

as gardening gees ferward in spite ef my inept helpers. 

Today's post was heavy and 1 never did get 
areund te epen an envelepe. .1, notice ene from. 

Ox erd. Miss., and that 3heuld preve interesting 

since in my last te that geographic point, ... 

I drew ne punches in expressing mydisapprev a l 9 S everything 
,/fy nature that ?,as teen g.ing ... there emee 


Memerandum• 

Pair, het and dry. 

By dint ef seme doings I get te epen 
ene envelepe frem yesterday’s pest, the May 
letter frem Lyme and I leve it. 


10th 


It was 3e nebh• ef little Miss Lee te undertake 
cerrespendence under such trying cir- 
cumstaces and 1 am altogether grateful 
fer the charm letters frem Lyme always bring. I 
appredate the news, tee, and I was 
pleased te learn ab*ut Tilleah and te knew he is 
still spry enough te begetting about en such 
impressive mileages. It has been 
ever a month since last he stalked through my 
dreams. He was the only character ,i I recognised and 
semehew he seemed te be playing a miner role 
saving the dream frem a nightmare. Time, it is said, 
mellows everything and I held the thought it is deing 
just that te my memory in that quarter. 

It is good te knew hew the world turns in 
the Lyme area and I am delighted at the advance ef 
spring and the upward surge ef the thermometer, 
reminding me that, decoration or MemorialBay will 
be rolling 'round s e tly. It is curious 
in a way that May 30th always find my mind traveling back 
te Southampton and the lilacs in bloom there en ene 
Memorial Day % I recall one or two people 
making up the party , —nobody in particular, 
and I have forgotten everything about that sojourn ex¬ 
cept the lilacs. 

I am saving the clippings fer the morrow when I 
a m expecting te get caught up on secretarial assistance. 
had an appointment fer such a session a sne o’clock 
today but two steps ahead ef the secretary were 
Rebina and Caroline Dermen MeClanahan . I 
started at ether session after 5 but supper 
had been meyed up without prior notice and so 
supper companions came this way to h n ve 
a glass ef port which knocked eut the clippings 
an$.ali.the rest of yesterday'3 and teday's post and I 
w a 3 delightedtc have digested the letter frem Lyme 
fir3t off the bat. 











_ . ___ 
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There ms a letter from ^ 9 kina 
in the unopened pest of yesterday, announcing the 
uisitatien, 1 suppose, but I haven't epened 
that letter yet, Her arrival was net a surprise, 
however . as she had indicated her messageof last 
week she would try to make it today, I thought 
3he looked fine, &he had a coke which pleased me because 

it seemed te confirm wh a t she had already told me, —her 
former problem of high sugar content has been solved and 
she can eat as she pleases but 3he pleases to be moderate 
in sweets, naturally• The two ladies will 
journey to Brirwood on Saturdcy to spend 
the weekend with Miss Mormon, 1 hey 
tell me Carrie is busy doing bl a ck and white sketch 
for the new book which Harper and Brother have 
requested, *hey say it is about 
shurbs whicfy is certainly a broad field but I 
can't quite fit it in to the type of thing 
I associate in my mind with Harper and 
Brother publications but I have no doubt both they 
and the author know what they are up to. 

You refer to the crash of the lamp, up¬ 
setting a flock of things in consequence . No, it 
was not the new floor lamp, Th a t one gr a ces 
my living room. The one that started a dominocoll a pse 
was a n *ld but very pleasant bridge lamp of 
some 30 summers in age, — he n vn knows how much older. 

What astonishes me that a pl a ited shade of wat appears to 
be crepe de chine should h a ve 

weathered the remarkable humidity for so long a nd when 
the b a ng came, it was only a » inside lining that g a ve 
w a y, creating the surprising ruffle a bout the 
bottom of the thing, 

I suppose Robina and her companion must have seen 
geese in the fields of the * illi a ms broad cotton acres 
a s they were coming down from town and then they saw 
Low Paul and Louella when they went for 
a stroll on theitra arrival here, 1 he £ 
a nd withal quite serious• 


surprise question 


"What do geese do about a curve,,,,, , n 

I gather people seeing geese in endless cotton fields, tend to 

ti iem as moving straight ahead which, of course, isn't t\ 
they meander in a ny old direction where the grass looks ap<| 


think 

since 


12411 


Wdnesday, May 15th, 1965, 


Memorandum : 


Pair 


and 90-ish 
that intensifies the 
lubber alike. 


with a 15 mile pe r 
drying .of land and 


hour breeze 
land- 


The most interesting item in the news 
other than the successful catapa^lting of 3ome 
gentleman in Florida 1 50 miles into the air and 
sending him encircling the globe 88 times in 
a row is the news out of Washington that 
Mr, Kennedy has cP pointed some committee \o do something 
about preparing legislation covering the various 
poisons being sprayed about the landscape, 

Up to and including the present, poisons seem 
to be mixed on the inspiration of which ever per¬ 
son chances to be stirring up .the .brew to be cast t 

a bout by a irplanes by tr a ctor contraptions, 

We have just had a co uple weeks of the latter, giving 
a thorough going over to thousands of pecans: 
trees around and a bout, 1 remarked the other day 
that bees and all .*.ther types of insects seem 
to have vanished since the pecan spraying began, 

I w a s told they pro,bably have since the poison is 
si a d to be strong enough to knock them out as well as bird3, 
smaller rodents and all sorts of creeping things. 

As T understand it, the poisons are purchased inbulk 
and are mixed with whatever is required to go along with 
them and then stirred into liquid, filling 
large tank-like trailers, ese are moved 
bout the plantation and some device on the 
supplies a blowing force that seems to have 
of n fire hose in urfe" centers. The limbs , 

trees bow a nd bend from the force and 
matter of course, not only saturates 
the trees but at the same time sifts for acres around each tree 
and, as you know, there are many trees to the aare, 

I think it is four or six times a year the pecan orchards 
are sprayed with different chemicals for different insects, 

I suppose it may be a nother month before the present 
assault is repeated but by then the a irpl a nes will 
begin cranking up to spew perhaps other types, perhaps 
the same times of poisons on the cotton fields, primarily, but 


a . 

the largest 
spray, a& a 


t ra ctor 
the power 

•S 

the 











K 
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Thursday , May 16th, 2963. 


the spray will naturally spread far beyond the cotton fields 
a nd floating down from •?» high, sift through houses, includ¬ 
ing kitchens and, for all I know, penetrate the 
vegetables in the *h a n a garden. I think it time 
some supervision be set up just r,s we accept » 

supervision of the sale of poisons by drug stores and doctors. 

Talk continues abou Celeste 'Sadventure in 
Natchitoches. Annie Gibson wrote her is a 
letter but I know only one point she made 
in it. She allows as how that while the law 3ays she 
was in the wrong, she is nevertheless bereft of a 
car and feels J. H. ought to present her 

with one to replace thegiloppy she wrecked when she ran into 
Celeste'3 fine c onveyqnce. . The reason is or 
rather the reasoning is a little un¬ 
usual t surprising nobody. 1. H. would 
be of a mind to present her w ith a oar on the strength 
of long time friendship for the family but it 
seems that there is some kind of a» insurance twist 
that coould convulse all sorts of matters about 
person a l and plantation vehicles here, —a point 
I don't hope to comprehend and make it a point to 
inquire nothing at all about the matter. 

My agents report I had secretarial assistance mighty 
close to hand this afternoon but one or two people 
from town came down to sup here and frightened the 
secretaries aw a y. T look for 
better luck on the morrow. 

I continue laughing in my beard a bout my super¬ 
abundance of pillows, the problems they present in 
getting themselves aired and the fact that I 
continue sleeping on the slightly exhausted 30 year old 
ones x had been using before the two sets of new ones 
came my Way. The ones sent by Mr. Sears still exude 
r n aroma like new linoleum or something worse, while . 

the Register ones are so strong of ether the boudoiy a^ssphericj. ly, 
reminds one of a lbboratory or hospital. 

2h a ns to the pleasant weather, the pillows are pasting the 
sunny hours in the sun, covered by a loose protective 
"kiver" a n d at night I bring them inside, placing them in 
whatever°room isn t like to get in a draft that will waft 
their fragrance through my bed ch a mber. 1 he whole 
thing sounds silly to me and this daily bother is 
„ pain in the neck which I prefer to a 
p a in in the he : d if they are used at present . 



Memorandum*. 

,• ( r • jvj, »• , * /, >*• •• •*{ ** r , [ \ 3 c\, r ; 

Hot a dry with a brisk breeze 
during the day to temper the heat and increase 
the evaporation. 

This year a new method in cotton cultivation is being 
practied in theCane River area. At the same time the cotton 
seeds a re being put into the ground an attachment to the planting machine 
spreads something on either side of the 
line along which the seeds go into the ground. 
lhis added thing and at the moment x don t know 
if it be dust or liquid, seals the ground on each 
side of the line from which the cotton will emerge. This 
appl ication somehow prevents grass from growing through 
the soil so that only the, co.tf.ojx p.nd what few weeds are 
with it emerges about ground. Naturally this cuts down 
an enormous amount of .hoeing, therebye denying field hands 
need for their services and automatically cuts production 
costs. It is 't exactly the farm version of a utomation but 
it approaches that point so often thought of as mostly 
a manufacturing element. 

J. H. dined with us at the big house today. He 
remarked that Bd\ has gone to Schumpert Sanitarium to 
see about his a lcholism Now if his sister would make a like 
gesture, there is no telling what results might 
be expected, espeically if the one found out that the other was 
in the same institution. My guess is, that occasional 

derangement is the primary problem in both cases and alcoholism secondary. 
Well, one shall see what one shall see. 

It ms 30 thoughtful of little Miss Lee to send along 
the clipping about the Lewis and Clarke markers and I 
an enchanted to know that politicians usually mostly 
concerned with their own axes, h a ve in this instance, evidently 
jumped for the moment about: the selfishess that too often charades 
their legislative concerns. <. ' <■ 

I laughed tod a y when I got a round to e xplore 
the contents of a letter from the University of Mississippi 
house mother, finding in its content proof enough that 
Oxford, Miss., must be in a bad way. As one 

Mvi >U ;<5 ■ ' \s e i 
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Friday, Hay 17th, 2963. 


% t the Oxford ladies engineering the symposium should have 

received a letter from Lestan a short while back, d enouncing 

Oxford and all that it stood for racially, it 

seems extraordinary that they should have selected 

that very person to do a round table around. But 

of course, nobody has much notion as to what 

goes one, and as Miss Cam was want to s-ay$ 

"If you can just get it established at 
the b eginning that you are a little off, then 
no matter what you do after that, it will always 
be disposed of with 

a shrug of the shoulders a nd t fie remarked : 


"IWell, you know how things are 


I was glad to learn from tonight's new3, --aid 
that seemed n bout the only subject up for considera¬ 
tion, to wit, that the gentleman encircling 
the globe 88 times made it back to earth safely, 

I haven't heard from the Registers since 
Monday and when the clerk reported their front 
porch lighr being on at 5 o'clock this morning, I find 
myself wondering if they are alright but I assume 
they are and I shall leave it for them to 
contact me since I never know when the magical 
moment may be to Call that house, 

» 

Tomorrow the plantation will suspend labors to 
bury Beau M a c's mama, grandmother 

tf a former secretary, Emily, pronounced Emma Lee, 
Macmillan, and I suppose she and her children and 
her brother, %. C,, will be down from Shreveport 
for the services at St. Mary's-on-the-Bayou, Some of the 
men, including my helper. Pal, will take off 
the morning to dig the grave which will take some energy 
hardness of the soil in the present drought. In the afte 
ladies will lay aside theirhoes and foresake the cotton p 
churchyv^d, Friday afternoon will fade into 
Friday"night and * have no doubt the honkey- 
tonks will be pretty busy what with both local 
a nd out of town visitors with time on their hands I hold 
thought I m a y discover n measure of soli¬ 
tude to get a flock of things done in the 
gardenand on this keyboard,, . 


some energy in view of the 
In the afternoon the 


for the 


hold 


Memorandum : 

Hot and partly cloudy all day. Tonight 
it is cooler, the winds boistrous, the lightning 
brilliant and the patter of rain on the *a»a»»a 2e nes 
presenting an exceedingly pleasant sound. 

*** C 

The talk oyer the coffee cups this morning 
revolved around the possibility of selling 
ye olde plantation. A combination of circumstances 
seem’to have brought such a prospect into 
focus, — the uncertainty of the mere he tit- 

planter's health, the instability of two or three members of the 
estate, the presence of goM,in 

the pockets of one or a i»*ther Texas big money operators and 
so on.. It seems the mercheyt- 
planter and the General have discussed the matter 
favr a hly •» the 'phone and three or four business and legal 
councilers have recommended same, —Cousin Arthur, 

J. H. Williams, Jar&d Pratt, etc, Nobody locally 
is supposed to know anything ituo such a plan but 
like most shcemes of thi3 sort, everybody knows it 
except those nearest the center of 
things. 

I assume the advantages to the several members of 
the Estate would befixed on the fact that sale of the 
property now would eliminate a big scuffle, assuming 
J, H. should die before the others. The money received 
from the sale could then be set up as trust funds 
or some such for those members who obviously 
are unstable Thus guaranteeing financial advantage that 
might be non-existent if the property were 

placed in the hands of present Estate members, mismanaged or 
thrown the market at a time when 
their were no customers. 

. 

Whether this move currently being considered, will 
be carried, remains to be seen. I h~v no. idea, 
of course, whether all holdings would be lumped together 
or if perhaps just thee original plantation 
itself would be disposed of, excluding other large 
acreages around andabout, and I 

have no idea whether the local house and gardens with the other 
buildings would be reserved or included. Except for sentimental 
reasons, none of the members of theEstate, I «. 
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Sunday, May l^th, 19 63. 



believe, have any concept, of the cultural and historic value of 
the h .uses and gardens. Big money in Texas usually is 
interested primarily in plantatitn , , 

production potentials, as, for example, the James W. Gerard holdings 

in the area, —acres from which 

more money can be extracted and nothing else. *Tien there 

are the personal holdings of J. H. around and a bout and whether these 

would be included or kept separate is another questions. 

All such matters, fw the moment,remain to be answered and 
I must say it is difficult to imagine ^. H.<- 

actually disposing of either the estate or his own properties. 

And so we shall see what we shall see. However things turn, I expect to 
remain in ffatchitoches Parish, It goes without 
saying, of course, that all the a bove * s confidential. 

1 'he rpin continues cascading from outside and I laugh at 
myself for h a vingspent four>hours,k as between 4 a nd 8 thisafternoon, 
watering the vegetables. 

«. 

James dropped in this afternoon. He 3eems to be feeling fine 
and says Hay is feeling pretty well, too. 

In he middle of the afternoon, the telephone lines 
suspended operations* I reported the matter 
by another wire and the telephone company 

restored service al*ng a bout first dark. The .. . 

repair service told me that somebody had shot the wire m the Montrose 
area• It seems there are quite a few boys around the State 
who find it great fun to shoot telephone cables, a sport that 
doesn t harm them but does provide a certain 
amount of satisfaction in providing a let of 
work for others while a single shot often knocks 
service for miles around, —obviously 

a wonderful sport, as one may readily see if one is a trigger hpapy 
youth with time on his hands a»d no regard for 
the rest of society. 

On the front page of this week's Enterprise 
is a brief account of a pure hill billy murder of a colored man. 

The negro leaves a wife and six children. The s tore owner 
at Calrence for whom the negro worked is pressing charges 
against the murder. ,Telephone calbes or 
negroes, ——all the seme thing to the hill 
billies, one assumes. 


out 


i m m m 


Memorandum* 

r . '.•> if • \f ’ ’ t ft A*", 

Our Friday night-Saturday morning shower d ropped 

o C 

over 8 inches of rain and e verybody liked it. Saturday 
was dazzling and today cloudy with m occasional sprinkle. 

. . t , . r ' , , •* . • > ii ..... r, ^ *>, A y 

It toas s* good finding the Thursday letter from Lyme 
in Saturday's post together with the clippings, 
all of which made glad my heart. The only no e of regret 
was that concerning the prospect of decorators, always a problem. 
Let us hope the fine job they eventually get around to do will 
supply a measure of compensation. 

• <. 

. I am so glad to have news of the girl friend, too, and 
I hold the thought that the forecomingseason of cessation of usual 
labors my provide »# end of joy, one result of which will 
undoubtedly be an improvement of health. 

About half the Ghana garden was under water on 
Saturday morning and as I did not want to le a ve the plants 
submerged, 1 got busy oepning ditches and the runoff was 
fairly brisk although I kept on piddling with the 
business until nearl five when the merchent’-planter 
dropped around to take his first look at the garden this 
season. He suggested we 

sit down on a bench to contemplate the scene which was just 
another way of saying he wanted to talk. 

, He siad Pet Milk , fearful of further devaluation 
of the dollar, has five men going around the country, looking 
for likely property in uhich to invest their money to escape 
losses should devlauation come. He said that H. L. Hunt, 
theTexas millionaire, is also investing in one' thVng or another ani 
that H , L. Hunt's son is interested in cultivating 
pecans. He said he had.told both Pet Milk and H. L. Hunt 
that Melrese could be acquired at present 
for two million five hundred dollars cash, —a 
sum that seems casual enough for both parties although 
the me rchent- pla liter doubts if .a sale will be 
effected although it might-and that is why he wanted to 
tell me a bout it. H e said that if he should die, the 










/ 
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Monday, May~&&th, 19 63. 



other metiers of the estate would immeidately start finghting 
and a sale under such circumstances and probably made ii^separate 
holdings rather than the c~ombine d holdings of the estate and 
himself, wtuld bring in mighty little, He said 

all. of them were sufficiently fixed financially so that money from 
Melrose wouldn t matter anyway• He had net given thought 
to whether the prospective buyer would be interested in the 
houses and gardens, The sale might be effected with or Without 
same. He said he would reserve five acres oppostive the 
Church , just to the south and on the same side of the river 
as theRand-Register camp where he would build a fine 
house for his wife which he thought bhe would like and that 
I would be included in the plans for the developcment of 
that project, should a sale of the plantation properties 
suddenly loom as within the range of liklihood, As for 
himself, he said he hoped to be buried in the graveyard 
of the^hurch of. the^hildren of Strangers , 


» 

I was asked if I thought ctxyone would be interested 
in acqi iring and maintaining the houses and gardens if 
they should not be wanted by a purcheer of 
the plantation, I s&id that there were perhaps 
people who would maintain it but probably not 
expend much tu purchasing it, I shall 
of course await further developements, if any, before 
writing Mr, Hodges, I wa3 surprised that . 

the merchent-planter thought the houses and gardens should be 
purchased with their contents and off hand, I cannot 
imagine the other members of the estate agreeing 
to leave things as they are, Perh a ps, as J, H, 
remarked, nothing will come of it anyway. 


I laughed today when I went across the fence for dinner, 
Mansura or Ma ksvil'le were staging a milk-fed pork barbecue 
or s~me such and during the week, somebodyf rom down that way 
. ,invited Celeste and J, H, to come to today s pu'lic 

pow-wow, Celeste declined on grounds J, H, shouldn't eat pork, 
When..I ^arrived at dinner today, 1 learned that J, H, Williams, 
Jarued Pratt and J, H, Henry h a d suddenly decided this morning to 
attend the doings, Tf ie y g 9 t b^ck before supper time 
~nd we had the pork, --excellent, tonight. It rained 
a ll day down yonder and although that put a crimp in the 
festivities, the people present rejoiced because the need 
for rain has been urgent a ling time,,,,,. 









Memorandums 


Pleasantly cool in the upper -70's and withal 
cloudy and humid. Widely scattered showers were predicted 
and perhaps somebody got them. We didn't but we are promised 
more of the same thing for the morrow. 


I have never understood local operations 
ve y well and am quite incapable of anticipating same, 

A case in point transpired at the Post Office this morning. 

After I had gathered up the mail, I paused to observe the 
big electric fan over the entrance door and^bo enjoy the 
breeze it was creating. The merchent-planter came along 
and asked me if I would like to have one j 
installed at Yucca, I responded negatively 3ince 
I find the temperatures here satisfactory, In view of weekend 
conversations from that quqrter, it seem3 odd that such an installa¬ 
tion should be offered. 

On the Ghana front, the vegetable garden supplied 
both houses with abundant assortments of mustard greens, radishes, 
beets, etc,, andmore seeds in these catgegories 
were planted to keep the lines running when the 
present ones are used up. Thanks to the 
dampness in the wake of Friday night's rain, the 
time is perfect for transplanting the more tender 
plqnts, often volonteers that have come up in 
. odd places and deserve more advantageous places and 
there was no time like this afternoon 
to accomplish such things. 


I had a few appointments with pilgrims 
for early afternoon, The store forgot to tell me 
until this morning that Horace Hughes had 
called to say he was bringing some Milwaukee 
friends down at 3 this i fternoon, I had made 
3 ome appointments for that hour and as I could not 
reach Horace, I got busy and changed my 

calendar around so things would work properly as, indeed, 
they did. My decks were cleared by 3 o'clock sharp and 
by dint of some legerdemain, I had succeeded in getting 
into fresh raiment, following the wilting process of 
jumping about with people up to that ho r. 


____ 




i. 
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Tuesday, May 21st, 2963 . 


•^ s T failed to see the Hughes contingent by 3'»15, 

Iinqu'redat the store if frere had been news concerning 
the apptintnent and the 3tore just remembered that 
Horacne had indeed called at noon to say his party would not 
be putting m an appearance and I was glad to' learn this since 
it g„ve me an opportunity to get on with my gardening. 


to say she and some 
I never 
number qs the 
I explained 
explained to 
through 


me 


She 


Around supper time, a Mrs. McGee called me 
Mnasfield friends wanted to come on the morrow, 
heard of Mrs. McGee and know not how she got my 
store swears nobody tried to contact me there, 
to Mrs. McGee that the place is not open and she 
that all she wanted to do was to take her friends 
the gardens and houses. I laughed and 
said that had all the earmarks of a ' *»ur for a Place 
that was closed. men she did a long rig a marole 
about old days and Miss Cammie and I said that 
I would see her at 2 on the morrow but 2 did not imolv 2 *30 
said that hsur muld ,ush her and her frt.nd, aid I said 

i‘ vo**! ."I,*! f! flail see what we shall see.f'ssiil 

rs. M Gee is of the old school and, for all I know. 

l ve . r . v Z'l 1 a33Ume I am colored. In any event, she 

seemed quite taken aback when I asked her if we had met, when, 
on opening the conversation she inquired if she might be sveakina 
o Lestan and went on to e xplain that she was Mrs. McGee. I 
responded thatit w a s indeed a surprise to hear from Marti t-hGee which 
irmediatslu thrsw hsr .JJ the trash, sxplatnihg, as sh?d?i. 

Urns if,'t a T..t‘„ n ’wK tip.l.gissd and explained that Lsstan's h 

name isn t lest a n. that a kettle of fish over 
nothing a t all. 

■ ■ Ceie3 ' te 3 nephew, Dan Regard, is getting married on Julv 1st 

•nVtiLftlY.lttLYYYiY pr,spect attending Jestioites in St’, 
artinsyilleat that holiday season and still le n ve her 

Z£V'*‘ 


Jamc3 
to drop in 
that isall 


just called 
o n th e 

the 


to 


natureofthe patie 


inquire aft*r my good health and threatened 
if • »« i dlscru?its*th«MfaH 3 i' 4 »f |/ ! ’ ,, 2 pretty good and 


physical problems and so I fold 




£ 3; ' it J V b 4 ;> ft h 2 S . & r 3 'J' 

c 

Memorandum: 

i ’ 

Partly cloudy and warm. ^ 

. I believe I have been putting my dates one day behind 
since Sunday. Where I lost a day in my calculations, I 
know not. 

; K 

I inquired of several people in town about 
the identity of Mr3. McGhee and nobody could enlighten me. As 
my 'phone isn't listed and as neither the store nor anyone else 

1 can think of knowing 7273 could tell me anything 
about la McGheee, I am quite ignorant as to how she might 

h a ve contacted me in the first place. Suffice it is to say that 

2 o'clock came and went and the lady failed to put iu 

an appearance which delighted me, especialy as other appointments 
had been made by the store so that my entire afternoon 
was entirely taken up by people from Missouri, Calf»rnia, 

Michigan and so on. One of the five .or six ladies from Missouri 

put a question .to me that seemed odd. She wanted to know 

if this was the plantation where one could hear the steamboat 

whistle. I haven't the slightest notion as to what 

she might have had in mind. TUe peacocks were especially 

vocal at the time and perhaps she mistook their call for a boat's. 

Today the wheat farmers of some 40 odd States voted on 
Government support and therefore Government control 
ofplanting. So far as I know, Louisiana 
produces little or no wheat and why its farmers should 
be voting on t he matter, I knew not. When 
voting oi} cotton control ha8 come up in t he past, 

the voting has been carried tut at the various precincts throughoug the Pa; 

but for today's casting of ballots, the voting was . 

limited to town and farmers traveled thence .to c ast their 

ballots. What with f rmers generally being the 

conservative side and withal believers in .rugged 

individualism, my guess is the vote will be against. 

controls. This will take us b.ack to 

the 1920's when rugged individualism on the farms jockeyed the country 
into such a state of over production that eventual ly the f armer 
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was glad to have the^overnmentcome to their assistance • It 
strikes me we are likely to be heading toward a repetition 
#/ that merry-go-round if controls are voted tut today • 

My 'phene just rang, It was Mrs. 

Chopin calling /revi The L nterprise office, , 

She reperts Clara Genung was whisked away te Cabrim Hospital 
inAlexandria teday, a/ter h a ving lest a great deal of blood 
this morning, I had called her areund jive e deck this 
afterneen but on getting no response, assumed she was preb a bly 
in her garden, She is frail, weight less th a n 1 00 p#u»ds and 
at 77, one deesn 'th%ve the stamina, I assume, to take 
such bleed losses without f a st running into serious condition, 

* 

You may readily imagine the palpitation 
of the heart I experience this afternoon when, in passing the Unicorn 
House, pilgrims in tow, I noticed Louella 
was parked on her nest, Instinctively 
I asked myself if,after all these weeks, Louella had 
finally decided to set, A goose, of 

course ,lays her eggs in the morning and never lingers around 
the nest and here itwa3 3 in - the afternoon, She 
w a s still there at first dark, having disdained stepping 
outside to join Low Paul at supper, her long neck looking 
twice as long, sticking straight up in the air and her chosen 
vantage point where^she could keep her eye on .everything 
transpiring outside her door, Nosey Louella isn t 
dreaming of missing a trick, setting or no setting. My 

impusle was to go get her eggs and tuck them under her but on reflectio . 
I concluded I would perhaps do better to await another dawn to 
see if she had really made up her mind >or if she was simply 
play-acting and tomorrow we shall find ou about that, 

I made arrangments this noon to have a secretary pass this way at 
22:30 as there were several pieces of mail I wanted to 
run through, did not get to t hem, however,as James • 
drooped in at 22:25. He seemed to be feeling fine 

and said Kay is feeling pretty well. He was annoyed at I, S,Hillard 
the other night when she 'phoned Kay after 20 for a chat, 

Kay, it seems had just gone to sleep, I did not tell 
him that I, S,Willard had been talking with me and when she had 
asked for news of Kay, 1 had explained ^ never called Hyde Park, 
being quite in the dark as to which hour of the 84 the lady might 
be awake, Brafe I, S,W, said she would call and then 
'phone me back. It was then 20 o'lock and she did <. 
indeed call b a ck a short time later,Angles rush in where fools are 
I found myself laughing in my beard at this 
version of the doings from another quarter. And now I 
must do a column about June Prudhomme and then call 
it a day .. 


not tread 
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Wednesday, May 22nd, 2963. 


Memorandum : . - - 

. 

Sunny this morning, cloudy this afternoon 
and tonight. The thermometer will sag into 
the 50's, it is said, qnd I find a modest fire 


pie asan^at 20. 


I talked with Mr, Walker this morning and he reported Clara Gtenung 
is doing nicely at Cabrini Hospital, Her difficulty 
was some sort of avein bre a k, —something which is 
not unusual for 77 year oldsters, the doctor say 3 , Ifie 
Alexandria doctor said she might have returned home 
today but that the lady doctor would feel upset 


if she weren't, —la 
an other 24 hours, 


ffenung, that is, kept for at least 


I an glad I didn t put Louella's eggs under 
her last night for she has a changeable mind and was 
up a'}d making a great racket at dawning and obviously 
wasn t dreaming of setting, I shdL 1 hold the eggs for another 
change of whim, her part, 

* 

Celeste_ related at the 9 o'clock coffee hour that 
D a n called J, H, fromthe Shreveport hospital last night 
a nd ordered a car and driver 3ent hi m tod a y and he sounded 
disagreeable, June called I, H, later. It seems husband 
and wife do not hit things off harmoniously, It 
is also said thatthe Sc humpert ^physician, —the seme Natalie 
had when she was there 2 or 3 years ago, i 3 adamant 

ut patients cooperating and if they don't, manifest signs 
of a willingness to do so, he inclines to lose interest in them. 

In the present ca3e, it is a liver or kidney thing which 
.can't be handled successfully if liquor is consumed and 
I gather liquor is likely to win in the present 
instance, t . 

Celeste is complaining of her g^ll bladder. 

She was doing a M a dame Recamier on the front gallery 

this morning, explaining she had been gardening but her 

b a ck was killing her in consequence thereof, Bu t before 

the coffee tray arrived, she was up and flying about and 

there was talk about the July 1st wedding of her nephew and 

the festivities attendant upon same to which 3 he is eagerly looking 

forward. 


/ 
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The gi(L in the wedding to be is the daughter 
*f the late Senator Bonnet or seme such, of St, A? artinsuilie, 
a nd the late State Senator was a nephew of Jack Durand wht 
is Carmen's brother-in-law, Ihis enables Celeste and 
Carmen to find a subject of mutal interest, I 
think the groom t» be is as fine a young man as I 
knew while the bride to be is siad to be pretty and 
possessed of considerahlecoin »f the realm, os it were, . The 
impending marriage, therefore, ou$ht to get tff under 
premising auspices and may they both Hue happily 
ever after, 

-- - 

| ». -A r* tfk '» a. <? *t *» ' * *t •. 1 V V • ' - * i i I 

* t 

I was interested to tbserue J, H,'s delight 
that the wheat farmers rejected the Administration 's 
recommendations about putting a volontary -- - s 

curb on acreage planting with the previse that the 
Government would suppert at S dollars a bushel, I 
think J, H, was delighted at the rejectien because 
is g q ve the impres3ien t^e Administratien had 
been rebuked and he hasn t liked/any Admini strati en 
since Hoover, I asked him about the Louisiana 
farmers voting en such a matter and inquired who in the 
State and where wheat might be said to be raised. He 
quickly retorted that Melrose is a place where 
it is raised, I told ham had never heard of 
harvesting wheat anywhere around. He explained nobody harvests 
wheat here for while he is ,a what .farmer so far as being 
qkle to vote on price .support, actud ly the wheat 
is merely planted for-a cover crop, that is for 
fertilizing purposes and while it is actually planted 
and permitted to grow, it is ploughed under as fertilizer before 
th^e grain forms. This strikes me as 
quite outside the spirit op the law which stiuplates 
only wheat farmers may vote on the matter of price support since 
obviouslymany a voter never produces or intends to produce a 
kernel of wheat. In this instance, these 
planters J but non-producers of wheat y can get a slap 
at the Administration without their own agreages being effected 
at all and the killing thing a i»ut it is that 
such operators exercise their right to cast a ballot , 
even though they haven't the slightest intention of ever producing 
a solitary bushel of the stuff, 

' ft i ,r ) •* ’ * * ' * 

Ihis day ha8been busy withlout of door doings and 
as it was nearly 2 thi3 morningI when 1 finally folded up, • 

I look forward with infinite delight to flattening out 
early tonight, I hope Spring comes early 

m Lyme and lasts longer than it seems to h a ve done locally . 


Ihursday, M a y 2Zrd, 19 63. 


Memo rand urn j 

Clear, sunny and cool. It will sag into 
the 40's tonight which will certainly retard growth 
of vegetation, 

• 

An item in today's p»3t puzzled me as much as 
a similar one a couple of weeks back, being a note from 
Sister, enclosing clippings she had received from the General, 
asking her to send them to me. Whether he labors under the 
illusion that Sister mightnead clippings if sent her first, clippings 
of interest to me but most certainly not to her or whether he 

thinks it a good idea to use this method toget 

correspondence going between Sister and me although he 
knows perfectly well there is no bond of interest 
between her and me, I cannot imagine . Be that as 

it<may, and I doubt if it is either of the aktve straws at 

which 1 f)ave grasped, I still can't figure out why 
he doesn t send clippings to me direct or to J, H, tr someone 
closer to the point o ultimate destination, I guess 
Alexandria is a bout 49 miles away while Shreveport nearer 
100, butmile age doesn t enter into the thing, 1 assume. 

Any way I try to figure it out, I a m stumped, 

x I • ' 

Mrs, Genung returned home today and seemed mighty 
happy to be b a ck, I talked with her in the 'phone 
this afternoon and she seemed much as usual. Her 
daughter will probably talk with me tonight 
and will probably have some.interesting sidelights 
her mama didn't touch on, 

<, 

Today, being Ascension Day, saw.my coffee companion 
at Church this morning and so I miesedher health report. 

But being a Church holiday, it reminded me that reports 
of Pope John's health seem depressing. He seems to 
be such a worthy successor of St, peter, he would 
be serving Christianity to advantage if he might remain 
as head of theChurch for a long reign, I am 

particularly anxious that he may live at least until after the 
present Council has completed its chorse and his forvprd-looking 
policies have been put into practice,Verily 

Christianity needs all the gifted leaders it can round up these 
days as, indeed, it has always needed, I am constantly 
finding myself wondering why it is one finds 
it practiced so little in spite of the millions of 
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Friday, May 24th, 19 63. 


people who are classified as being of it3 Faith. 

* 

James dropped infor half an hour this noon. 

He reports Kay as feeling pretty well and suggesting 

that he and she should come down to call on me, Hatura'l ly 

I expressed delight at the prospect. He said 

q Friday night call from '{heBluff resulted 

in the usu a l sleepless night that alnest always follows 

such contacts and accordingly the weekend was 

devoted in large measure to getting things righted around 

over the weekend. He had stopped 

at the artist's house ore coming here and was delighted 

to discover an expression by her as to 

climatic matters that was new to him'and he liked it, 

■they had spoken of the heavy dews we h a d experienced all 
last week and the artist call them "misery-dews", 

I assume the artist has never had anything like rheumatism but 
perhaps the dampness that is part of nieghts of heavy dew 
may occasion other inconveniences which she bundles 
under the single expression • 

"misery-dew", 

Some people named Santelle from Hpitington Park, California were 
here in December, they asked me in a recent note about 
a Cane^iver pictorial plate, J sent them one as 
a gesture and they, in turn, sent me a gift which arrived 
today, a fairly heavy chinaware cup in brown and yellow with the comp'l 
name of the recipientin gold fired into one side, the script in 
long hand. People, I must say, can think of 
,the strangest things. As there is no saucer to go with it, 

I assume it may not be a coffee cup, 1 had thought of it 

as perhaps bearing the name of Huntington Park and so had 

visions of passing it along to this or that neighbor but 

the two names instead of Huntington Park appearing of 

the thing, impells me to think twice. After 

a ll, I can think of lots of friends who do not read 

a nd would find the script fanciful decoration and one or another 

in that category will get it, 

Mrs . Walker just called. She is spending the ne f xt few nights 
with her mama at the latter's house, A vein in Clara s throat 
may but it is hoped, will not resume bleeding, and 
if it does not, all's well,,,,,,,, 


Memorandum • 

Clear most of the day but cloudy tonight. It didn't 
drop into the 40's athough tkhe radio indicated 
it did in Lyme and in Ohio somebody reported the le n ves of 
the trees were turning scarlett as in autumn which 
certainly sounds remarkable what with summer not due to 
get goingfor another three weeks. At this rate, the 
ice age might well be planning a return visitation 
starting around July, I suppose. 


I had quite a nice chat with Clothilde Hughes this 
afternoon on the phone. She is complaining of h a y fever but 
says it isn t so b a d now a s just before a frost, come 
November or whenever. Interested in domestic 
chitchat as she is, she rose to my t a k about 
pillows in response to her report that she had ail allerqy 
about feathers. I asked her what she c*uld 
suggest a bout my misadventures with the set from Mr% Sears and 
tie rubber ppllow3, both of which exhaled such strong 
aromas of linoleum a nd ether and wonder if keepinq them 
out m the sunshine migh help. She said she 
had tried rubber pillows after discovering she couldn't use 
those stuffed with feathers . and that the ether scent was so 
strong, she had tried keeping the pillows in the sunshine 
only to disocver that the heat only intensified the ether a nd that 
the longer she exposed the darned things to the sun, the stronger 
zne aroma • 


vinqlly we got around t*. real point of my c a ll , — 
the photographs which she has, according to 1.S,Wiil a rd , 
ofLucy Levecque a nd so on. I. S.Willard is in 
New Orleans fr some place and so I cp preached 
Klthilde on my •»» hook, explaining I should like 
to h a ve same to appear in connection with next week's 
column a bout June Prudhomme 9 Sometimes, — usu a lly, in 
/act, most of ye olde family descendants seem coy 7 bout 
lettng aiiyonem a ke U3e of their reminders of yesterdays which 
is why I wanted I. S. W. to write me the letter giving 
the June,Prudhomme particulars since I. S. W. 
is kin to the Prudhommes a nd therefore by her participation in 
tie column, would sidetrack complaints a kout people other 
than the family having a right to same. But Clbthilde was all 
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cttperatitn and said she herself weald deliver the 
photogrjp hs te The^nterpirse fer repreductien I 
suppose the local newspapers will appear about their 
usual time next week in spite ef the fact that Thursday 
is a natienal heliday which will effect U, S, md 1 
deliveries but scarcely be neticed as a heliday etherwise 
in these parts, 

The ladies whe returned frem Alexandria yesterday, 
report satisfactien with the patient's progress, There 
was a story, passed en te me by the daughter, 
hqVing nething te de with the patient, fraught with 
misere, While at the hospital, they were called upen 
by a lady ef celer whem they had knewn in 
Ce lfax• She has a brether living in the 
tewn whence cemeth the Lengs, — Winnfield, The 
brether has a family ef six children, ene ef whem is in cellege 
and twe ethers graduating frem scheel this coming 
week in Winnfield, Hill Billies in er areund Winnfield, 
er possibly frem farther afield, caught the man 
about ..a menth back, beating him se unmercifully he was in the 
hospit a l fer ever twe weeks, He would h n ve vanisgbed from 
the community with his family, h a d the g raduatien date ef the children 
net been so close. Fortunately seme ef the friends ef the family 
have located a job fer the m a n , —either Houston or LesAngeles 
and the family will move there before June 1st, One doesn't 
hear about such isolated outrages by usual channels but 
news ef ene such through the grapevine suggests that net all the 

excitement these days i8 necessarily center en __ _ 

Birmingham, I believe Winnfield is about 
35 miles east of Natchitoches, 

On the heme front, t/ie growth ef some vegetation, in spite 
ef 7/ednesday night '3 chill, continues surprising. Turnips and 
mustard planted Tuesday was up a nd. doing impressively 
en 1 hursd a y which seem3 almost impossible Although 
the union sets were planted late, this season's 
crop will have te be harvested this coming week and I. 
think 1 3hall plant seme mere fer a second go-round as I 
put in only a thousand 3ets er se on the.first go-round as opposed 
to six time3 that qu a ntity last year at the s tart. Onions 
proclaim the time for harvesting byletting their st a lk-like le a ves 
waver and fall which I think a charming gesture ef ce- 
eperatienin the direction ef the g a rdener. 





say, thai when he went to 
asked me if there was any 
Mrs.Register is occupying 


Schumperts. He 
truth in the Hatchitec 
the upper Williams 


better, they 
rumor that 


Sunday , May 26th, 1966, 


the 


Memorandum 

Sunshine tempered with dh oGoas't* dim 

fATgh'tl d ef V th'e d new me'eT ranges 

from 70 to 90 and everything grows wonderful y. 

I was enchanted U find a letter in Saturday's 

pest. Bew oharaoUri,UoallV *i»* t { e receipt .} news cen- 

2‘d ZTsT.tff.’r Jn 
TytlZT^rthZ slid ahVal flatter 

up of such matters to him and possibly 


week 


at i»t time was 
J le^ve the b ringing 
nothing has transpired 


since lc 


be 


weekend's conversation. 

It gees with.ut saying I was s.rry t. ./ tte 

change that had te he tad« mstretch el time must 

natal day •! »ur Sriend.J-he side t. 

Z/uTSti z , r trytn , 

t i ik* to keeio a breast with matters as they turn 
in that quarter for o2#s« t. th«« g™ g j{fc C#UrS 

VSJ part Win 

^ 1 “ e,,oe3 

will be exterting themselves mightily, 

I am appreciate .1 the slipping a ».«* paintings which 

I had heard some rfeference to, --£•* 

New York exhibition about them when shown there 

that some fool started in rtist is qetting so much publicitity 

accordingly. 
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Until your report reached me , I had known nothing 
about theGrace Kellys and the Wallace Barfields 
being in Mnahattan and I always enjoy following the 
careers of both,* T think it wonderful that you 
h a ve been 3 ble tt see so many of theinteresting 
personalities that have swept through Lymebver the years and 
I take it the latest sky traveler's reception was 
quite as enthusiastic as the greetings received by mtst 
visiters, I tried tt keep up with 
receptitn details by radit The personal 
touches you give such 
life into them for me 


or ; • 

* ’ V j l-'v* 




K. 
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reports inject so much 


The weekend was qui4£ hereabouts and I liked all 
of it. There were no visitors today and only half 
a dt 2 en on Saturday when Miss Bardford with her party 
•f *r five ladies in short pants arrived, .hey were 

very pleasant, loved what they had to see and 
carried off a ctuple-tf tiles, ^t was 5 o'clock before 
they left on Saturday afternoon and they urged me to 
lejt me come or let them come for me for 

7 o'clock supper at their camp, not far from the spillway 
but I declined, I like Saturday nights to myself. 

Celeste dropped by their camp yesterday noon and 
wa3 enchanted with her visit to the extent of staying an hour and 
half o/ertime. 

About 4:45 >onSaturday a fternoon, while Joe Henry was "hoovering" 
about and the Bradford contingent were overflowing my boudoir, 

James 'phoned from town, I told him I was surrounded, 

He wonderred if I wo.uld, b e at home if he and Kay aame down, I said 
about 6 ,wouldbe fine, tie said 

he wasn t sure they would come as Kay was still 
asleep but thought she might awaken soon, Apparantly 
she didn t or perhaps they underttok something else 

os I did not s ee them and T did not hear from them today, 

% 

While watering the tomato plants this evening, 
some^ small tomatoes and some of the peppars are the 
one s finger so ^ take it the g athering 
season cannot be far off, . 


I discovered 
size of 


Memorandum : 


Blue 
around 90, 


sky and white 


Monday, May 27th, 19 63. 


clouds with the thermometer 


f 


James dropped in this afternoon a t 12- 30. 

Somehow I had missed the news last night and this morning 
I got lost in the Ghana garden before news time and 
this noon my callerinterprosqd, as it were and so I find 
myself uninformed about what s going on in the world but I 
hope to get caught up on a few pointers tonight, . 

After the gossips had spun the story about Kay and James preparing 
to live in separate houses o* the extremities of Williams Avenue, 
the people involved, according to James, vaguely suggested 
that the two subjects in the tale might jockey things 
around to fit actu a lity into the. design cooked up by 
outsiders. It t seems that the other day, Kay reported 
that the upper Williams Avenue property is about finished 
and that beforc_ long they could start making plans to move in, 

.he suggested J a mes mightwant to sell or rent Hyde Park as soon as the 
u-XM^ture there had been moved up the. street, a larger house, where 
furniture in storage inCharleston, S,,C,, might be brought in 
a head of the move from Hyde Park, 

ft goes without saying, of course, thqt James isn't dreaming 
of either renting or selling Hyde Park and apparantly Kay's original not 
of reserving the upper Williams Avenue for *unt »illie % 

a nd , when 3he is not present, as guest house for other visitors has 
metamorphosed around to something else • She has spoken of 
building a den in the garden of the upper 
property for James, Well, James doesn t envision the 
den and it i3, of course, unfortunate that Kay 
approached the matter thus, James likes Hyde Park and isn't 
dreaming of moving a ywhere, I believe he notes and probably with some 
correctness, that while Hyde Park is comfortable a nd home¬ 
like and pleasantly situated, Kay doesn t think of it 

as a and that she would not think of the upper property %as a home 

if she ever moved there, in fact, it seems doubtful if she will ever 
a feeling of home in any place she is likely to reside, I 
think that James, on the other hand, yeans for a home and probably 
will reta in Hyde Park be cause he feels it is a home. 


e n ch 


What a pity that two people, 
things for which most people would be 
common basis for residential contentment", 


having so many 
th a nkful, cannot find 


Tt is said that fifty thousand dollars 
the upper property . 


or 


moreh a s gone 


into 
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An interruption took place as I approached the bottom 
of the firegoing page whenl re-acted to a rqcket on 
the front gallery, The two bl a ck cats, curious to 
explore the contents of a big box I had 

placed 9H the pew, fin a lly succeeded in tipping the thing 
over, sending dozens of met a l boxes and glass containers 
filled with various types of seeds rolling every which way 
across the brick pavement, I assume the 
cats automatically took to the tall timbers to e scape 
fromthe unexpectedexcitemeht, leaving me to gather up the 
wreckage • . I love the black twins, they are so 
friendly and yet at the same time 30 full of 
mischief although they never do much damage other 
than upsetting things, frightening their feathered 
associates now a ?id then by their doings, 


Tuesday, May 88th, 1963. 


“Tomorrow Mr, and Mrs, Lelandfrom Hew Orleans or 
some place come to the Natchitoches country. 

They will dine with the Rotary Club or some such a nd 
harangi the gathering on Tourism, after which II S, 
Hillard is supposed to take them under her wing and 
bring them down here at 8, I have told her that 
if they can't make- it- by 3:30, they should skip the whole 
jaunt down this wayac I don't want pilgrims 
at supper time,,,,interrupti9n,,,,, 

\ <• 




t 

I, S ,Hillard just called to invite me to 
attend the n otary gathering before the Lelands 
journey down this way on the morrow, I 
declined with thanks. 


r; •. 




I 




While the conversation went on, a rumble of thunder 
came rolling from up Natchitoches way and I have 
no doubt the conversation would- h a ve gone #?i quite 
a while, had not a sudden crackle on the wire, followed 
by utter silence ensued, I take it <. 

d» electric storm and a high wind may have knocked out 
service up yonder and I welcome the possibility 
of rain w hichwe do not especially need but which 
we can relish nevertheless as we approach the summer 
season and the usual long stretch of dry weather, 

• 

My thoughts continue dwelling a rtU7id the 
good health of our friend whose birthday has by now, perhaps, been 
celebrated and I shall continue hoping 

that normalcy may.be maintained in the stretch ahead,,,,,. 


</ 


Memorandum : 


7 tenths of an inch of rain during the night and up until 
9:30 this morning, followed byp a rti a lly cloudy sk\es a nd humidity that 
Kept pc rspi vati §n trickling « It is dair and less damp t$night* 

. 

because oi+ the 7:30 drizzle this morning, the 
plantation work force disolved and my helper * P a l, vanished although 
I h„d counted on him lending me a hand for a heap of things before 
and the Lelands came thisw^y in the afternoon, 
did the work by myself and was the damper for the 
sharp gu3ts of wind .last night had broken some 
a n< l a rather large red bud tree and as these things 
blocked off passages, there had to be much sawing and hauling, not 
to mention general clean-ups i, around and about. 


h a d 

I, S, Willard 
I accordingly 
doing, A few 
large branfcs 


I talked with barmen over the store 'phone at 
1:30 this noon as m y 'phone had gone out of order in the wake 
of the storm, She had attended the Rotary luncheon and- sgid 
Mr, Lel^nd had made a fine speech and she thought hi ^ wonderful, 


I, S,Hillard was scheduled to bring Mr, and 
one never knows a b»ut the Willard sense of time, 

a few Minutes before 8 w r ' 


rl ere 1 u 
conducted 


■gat 


Mrs, Leland at 8 but 
I donned some fresh 


oj w 1 o ~ J ** +ht J §r m 

f-e e ~ guests whether they were , 
to the front or the side gate. Because of the 
100 percent humidity. water was soon trickling down iky garments and hy 
8:30, I returned to Yucca to put on some fresh things. Five 
minutes later little Miss Trma tapped at my door, 

I prefer receiving pilgrims at the,ate so I may 
get the feel of their capacity for whatever but I, s.W, had not 
left them at the car. If she had taken them to the gallery of the 
big house, I should^ have been pleased for I like to begin 
with the big house d »yway and then swing a reund through the 
gourd garden to Ghana and then through the^hana vegetable garden to the 
African House and so on to Yucca, where everybody can collapse after 
a tour, wallow a coke and thence get on their way. If I fril to 
contact pilgrims either at the gate of the big house,. the seemingly 
logical pi -- ce to greet them is at iucca, reversing the progress of 
the tour and ending up.,at the big house # 

When dealing with little Miss Irma, however, one must 
never forget that things will not go as anticipated 
and so it was with tod a y's tour, mien I greeted I, 3, W,, I 


raimeni 


i 


< 




















I 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #11-3889 _ in the Southern Historical 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Col 1ection, 
TO 




r- 


12434 


was Mildly surprised to learn that she had neither a3ked them t» 
wait at the gate, nor taken them to the gallery of the big house 
•r brought them tt Yucca but instead, had t a ken them directly 
to theAfrican House and ushered them upstairs in that 
place. That's our little 

Miss Willard a ll • A nd so we breezed ever to theAfrican House only 

t$ discover the Lelands had dready done that place a nd were heading 
toward &han a » From there we went to the big house which left 
Y8cca to be explored and by that time everybody w a s utterly 
confused . Of course the Lelands, had they been of a mind to, 
h a d never had a chance to comprehend what theAfrican House w a s all 
about and I most certainly did not take them back to t he place they 
had utterly digested >on their own hook* As tours go, 
it was a flop hut even so, it was more than the 

Lelands could comprehend anyway, for they arewhat many a writer 
h a d in mind in the 1870's a nd 1880's when they spoke of 
a bourgoi3, somebody with intellect a capacity for 'getting ahead 
and. with scant c a pacity or interest i,', things cultural , s a ve as • 
a cloakto get them past the gatekeeper but convincing nobody 
not even themselves. Of the dozen little gestures showing • 
n alienee of refinement *he way. Mr. Leland on 

parting th a nked me heartily, drew out his wallet and a sked me how much we 

charged for a tour. 

o 

I am forever being impressed by members of cultivated families 
who evade any , indication of kowing wh a t culture is all about and 
people who have never been exposed to culture in the home 
or school who were obviously born true examples of 
exquisite refinement but the late 19th century 

concept of the bourgois was the person h a ving inherited or rounded 

up much of the world's goods, somehow 

succeeded in a cquiringscant capacity for cuiture. 

The Lelands were going on to 3pend tonight at the 
motor inn at Hodges Gardens <j)id Mr» Leland said he wa3 
going to tell Mr. Hodges about Melrose akd I said I thought that 
was just fine. 

On the home front, I am promised seme young peppar plants 
for the morrow. Doreatha got the peppars f —red ones from 
a negro up the river somewhere or on Little Piver, I must remember to 
identify the point, of origin. She got them last year, dried the 
seeds during the winter and these young plants are the result. 

.7Ti« plants* are said to grow from 4 to 5 feet in height and bear 
sc a ds of peppars 5 to 7 inches in length and they 

ouqht to be mighty pretty in theGhan a garden when the tomato plants 
are going full blast and the coxcombs are blazing away . 


1243 ! 


Wednesday, May 89th, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 


Fair and in the 90's. I 
suppose it was a round 70 at dawning and the 
Ghana garden looked so newly washed in its he a vy 
dew and the white peahen looked so ghostly white * 
as she trailed behind me through the tomato 
section, such a lovely dark green at that hour 
and so wonderfully fragrant as one brushed against the 
leaves. 

This afternoon T harvested the onion crop, spreading out 
the snowy white globes upstairs in the African House 
which, naturally, immediately took on the aroma of a 
onion farm in C a nastota, Hew York or where ever onion farms 
ma be situated. 

This afternoon as soon as the long shadows began 
moving across the Ghana parterres, Pal and I got 
the balance of the pepp&r plants set out in a 
broken circle where the pathways converge at the center 
of the gardeii. Pal has a green thumb 
alright but naturally enough he is quite at sea when 
I begin laying down lines where I am hoping vegetables 
a nd old fashioned flowers will eventually flourish. But we 
got it properly marked and when the final design penetrated he 
was all smiles of delight. 

These peppar plantd we were setting out may be what is 
or are called Mexican peppars in some quarters although I believe the 
present genus may be something that once might have had 
a Mexican ancestor but somewhere down the family tree the strain 
has emerged into a Louisian a -Mexican combination that may be 
a little different from Mexican relatives of- pa3t generations. 

In t he first place, the height of four or five feet is unusual 
in peppar plants I have known. Possibly the memory 
as to their measurement may have wobbled a little during the 
winter and spring season, the peppars which are said these plants 
produce in profusion a J*e said to resemble belle peppars in size 




and shape but possessed ofa fireyt a ste like the elongated hot 
peppars. I prefer milder peppars like the pimento for use in 
but I have a feeling I'm going to love the appearance 
of thi3 strain that is new to this b end of 
the river. - <■ 

Tomorrow, being a national holiday, there 


food 
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will be n» in-coming »r out-going riiail and so 
I shall held thi3 memo aside to be attached to 
tomorrow's, As always, I haven't any notion 
as tt which, if a^y t segment or segments of the 
populati-ns ether th a n postal people and bankers will 
observe Memorial Day• I inci ine to think of 

Red Cress as being patriotic a n d affiliated with Governmental 

offices observing national holidays but Carmen 

called tod a y and in the course of her remaks that 

covered a whide field, she remarked that the 

Red Cross office in town would be doing business 

as usual• She spoke of the courteous remarks made 

about her by Mr, Leland yesterday at the Rotary luncheon and 

said she thought him a fineworker but regretted she had 

seen him use a toothpick on his teeth during the 

luncheon and then absent-mindedly run the same instrument 

under his nails while still at table, 

I, S, Willard called a round 11 last night, 

&he had been entertaining Kay and so called la'ter than 
U3Ual after James had picked up his wife, I• S,W, thought 
the Lelands had never seen anything quite like 
the Natchitoches and thanked me for having received them, 
the more 30 , she explained, because she realised that 
neither husband nor wife were accustomed to 
being received in ante bellum homes. 

This evening's news speaks of racial scuffling in 
the Philadelphia area, continued rumbling in 
Alabama and smoothing out processes in Atlanta, 

Charlotte, a Presidential conference with business 

men having commercial enterprises in theSouth, etc,, etc, 

I suppose, and e specially in the wdt e of the 
Birmingham disorders of the pdst few weeks, further 
stormy weather may be expected just ahead but the move, 

I believe, is in t he right direction, 

interruption. . 

» 

The^nterprise just called to say the photographs of D UC y Levecque, 
that is to say, June Prudhomme's mama, turned out fairly well 
in reproduction along side this week's Cane^iver Memo, 

As there will be no mail on the morrow, little Miss 
Lee's copy will go forward a day later th a n usual . 
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Thursday, May 30th, 1963, 


Memorandum • 

Fair around the clock in the 70 to 90 range, 

from the radio I gather it was Memorial Day around 
and about the nation. In this Parish it was just 
ai other beautiful worftka-day day , any day, in May, 

* *~* 

Carmen called me twice today, The first time 
was to report that Beth Williams Cloutier de Beaufort was 
ranging up and down FrontStreet,. telling anyone who 
would listen that Melrose had been sold for three million 
dollars, I responded that I had chatted with J, H, for 15 minutes 
half an hour back and as he didn't mention 
a sale, I assumed the report exaggerated • 

<. «. 

At 9 o'clock coffee. Celeste reported that la 3 t 
night some woman, she assumed from town, had called J, H, to 
s sy she had been told Melrose had been sold and asked if he wanted 
it given a press story. Celeste didn t recognise the 
woman 's voice. Celeste said J,H had responded that the 
report was net true and that no story was desireltherefore. Celeste, 
although she didn't say so, was wondering, 1 think, if I had leaked the s tory 
and on that assumption on my part, I told her I had not mentioned 
the matter of prospective sale to anyone in the Parish, 

At supper tonight, —J, H,, the clerk and I being 
present, I answered J, H,'s standard query: "What's the news" 
by saying I understood Beth wa3 broadcasting a three million 
dollar real estate deal in the Cane^iver country. He 3aid that 
although they a re entirely unlike, J, H, Williams and his sister are both 
unpredictable, From this J gather he 
supposes J, H, Williams may h a ve mentioned to Beth the 
consultation J, H, Henry had with 

Cousin Arthur, Jarued Pratt and • J, H, WiHi a ms as to 
their opinions regarding the possibility of a sale, 3houH 
a prospective purchaser turn up, 

&o much for secrecy when business 
men confer in confidence, 

Carmen's second call w as about today's Cane Nicer Memo, 
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As there was no mail delivery today, »nly I P»st •ffioe h#2d « r8 

received their May 50th mail hut apparently there were 
quite a Jew hex fielders since several people even as 
carmen, took the trouble 

to 'phene to say they found the Prudhomme story 

interesting.Mildred Cunninghqm whose grandmother 

was a Oakland-born Prudhomme seemed especially enthusiastic. 

Ttnuj in jl casts it was n.t tUs n.lunn itself hut rather the 
interest quickeded in a Joyous Coast personal l ty 
or two, stemming primarily from the I. S .Willard letter 
that elicited comment. I hope the whole 

thing wasnt so sketchy that someday somebody will catch the romance 

evoked by the career of Lucy Levecque. Among 

those who called today were three ladies who remembered Lucy 

and her c a lls at their homes with her daughter, June, m the 

days around the turn of the century. Of ciurae the 

illustrations .supplied by Clothilde Hughes did much to 

increase interest and especially to focus 

attention on the Levecque-Prudhomme story. 


and L assume he 


My agents reported the presence of James at the 
artist 's ~house and at the camp yesterday around noon 
recalled I am usually *usy on Wednesday afternoons 
and probably was pressed for time to get bqck before the yde 
Park servent departed at 2. At Coffee this morning. 

Celeste said she thought she would drop in .on-Kqy 
this afternoon but, of course, would . . 

call her before doing so. I am not 

calling Hyde ^ark at c#i y time when I think the patient 
may be resting. I shall no dovH.have a report 
over Cdleste's adventures on the morrow. 

• • 

On the morrow, the 51st being his natal day, 1 shall 
•phone one or another establishment in town, requesting that 
a oreeting be forwarded to him on my account but that will 
the onus on the messenger rather than on the s ender of 3ame. 

It is said Sister will come to spend 
the night here, departing onSaturday for 
BatonRouge to pick up Dootsie B a by. I assume 
the semest V e at L. S. U. is finished an vaoction 
o a line just ahead. Graduation has taken place at 
northwestern, I b elieve but summer achool begins 
this coming week . John Kyser wanted hisdaughter 
+ m mn]c e a ■''aunt through Europe with him but daughter, Janet, 
S; t S;AK Tlieljm will have U g. with J.hn <»,*««» 


Friday, May Zlst, 2963. 


Me morandum: 

•5V • , f, T «*\ tK .( 

Lovely weather. 

I beg a n my day with a laugh when I discovered that 
the considerable assortment of tomato plants in the^hana 
agrden are obviously not the variety I had anticipated 
and accordingly we are going to have tons of the tiny ones 
instead of the pear tomato, harvest I had anticipated . Blythe 


provided me with what ware said to be pear tomato 
wrong somewhere along the way. Put there will be 
do 2 en plants of the conventional type and 
the abundant number of plants of the 
small tomato will provide delightful coloring for 
garden and what with the basic vegetables already 
shall be merely Carrying ouc myhopes to achieve a 
garden fairly evenly balance with colorto delight the eye 
and staples toprovide food. 


plants but 
several 


the 
ample, 


something w en 


The painters are at 
and so J. H. came to the 
was at home working with 
But we were ?»•{' alone at 


work in the kitchen across the fence 
big house to dine but Celeste • 
the interior decorators. 
dinner since L a n brought his three 


daughters and one of their friends. 

% 

Sister arrived at the pi an tati on around 1 o'clock 
and J. H. immediately went into session with her aid had her 
sign papers invohed in transacting sale of the 
plantation. Shortly j fterward Sister came to see 
me and seemed quite delighted with the prospects of having 
ample f-unds, if a nd when the sale goes through. She explained 
to me that the plantation couldn 't mean so much to me a s 
it did to her since she had always had its welfare at stake but she 
was glad the time was ripe for it to be disposed of. 

• 

Kay called at 5 and j sked ij she and James might drip in §n 
me at 6. They did indeed arrive before 
6:30, bearing a package 

containingpe a ch ice cream and some of James' birthday cake. 









_ . . ..’12 
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We chatted a few moments when James fixed an iced Postum 
fcr Kay and twt dishes of ice cream and cate for him 

and me hut >ef ore we could dive in. Sister appeared and service for her 

her was acted upon. Having eventually finished the 

birthday celebration , a nd in response to Kay's request, it 

was decided we would go for a wait in theGhana garden but Sister 

had to go home, --to the big house, —she said but somehow we all 

w a lhed to Ghana and thence on to thcRegister car and that was 

that and a fine time was had by nobody. 

The grapevine reports that Celeste had a busy 
d a y with her Shreveport decorators but 
naturally I did not get entangled 

in that quarter but undou'tedly shall have a conducted 
tour on the morrow. 

S 

Sister sa : s she is le a ving for BatonRouge in the morning as 
she cannot drive during the heat of the day 

Quite a few more people called todayabout the 
Levecque-Prudhomme story and illustrations which 
seemed to appeals to lots of people, most of 

whom are probably connected directly or indirectly with Prhdhommes. 

I had dropped Clothilde iughes • a note by today's pest and 

she was one of the ones calling today. I had 

written t 9 thank her for the use the pictures 

and she will have the note in the morning. In the mean time, 

I enjoyed the little chat wit her on the subject 

in this afternoon's conversation. An article for local readers 

that has the subject this one does, the pictures from Clothilde 

and the data from I.S .Willa rd cannot fail to 

del ightmembers of the Prudhomme clan, 

matter how remote the connections. 

* 

I. S .Willard just called. She has just found an obituary 
of Dr. Levecque, undated, but probably from the 1890's. 

His grandfather was a Hew Orleans jeweler. The doctor married a 
Hiss Kirkland near Pla^emine. The doctor's wife and son were 
in Hew,York as was Lucy at the time of the doctor's death. I shall 
get a copy of the notice and see if 1 c an do something with it..... 
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Sunday, June 2nd, 1963. 


Memorandum: 

• 0 

Lovely weather. 

Natalie called me Saturday morning and we had quite 
apleasant chat which include! pleasant things aJ$ little 
Miss Lee whom she is looking forward with delight at seeing 
later th is month. I was touched when she mentioned 
rumors of sales and said there was a little house next to 
her home where I would always be welcome. Thi3 is 
the s econd time she has mentioned this matter and I think it 
so kind of her. She mentioned her son having been 
in a Shreveport hospital for a hernia operation and said 
she was driving up Sunday to get him and that he had been doing 
just fine. In response to her inquiry as to what 
I had been reading, I said t was re-reading Edith 
Hamilton's Echo of Greece and she said she liked 
the book. She called me a second time onSaturday, a long about 
6 in the evening to report that thcA'lexandria paper 
had mentioned the death of Edith Hamilton. I 
had been getting radio new3 fairly regularly and today I 
made it a point to pay particular 
attention but the name wasn t mentioned. And 
so the world loses one of its better minds and 
the ether Waves are filled with the.finer points 
about how some b a seb a ll player's arm is feeling, etc., etc. 

Sister's friday afternoon and night visit 
was followed by her departure for BatonRouge on 
Saturday morning and she didn't know when she would be 
b a ck. It turned out that she returned withDootsie Baby on 
Saturday night around 8 o'clock and took off for Shreveport 
on Sunday morning around 9 but I was not 

honored with a visit either on Saturday night or Sunday morning. 

In Saturday's post there was a not from 
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Monday , June 3rd, 19 63 


Memo rajidum 


Lstetia Btinman tf The illags ^>htp in 

Algxandria, 3 aying she wtuld be passing this way tnSun ay 
in htpgs tf ggtting somg gourds which shg did indeed dt artund 2 
in the afternoon, While she was here, Celeste called tn the 
'phtne tt say that the lady dctttr had called t$ rectmmend that 
J. H. ctme tt ttwn and 3pend the night at the htspital tt 
take stme tests and se Celeste was gting in with him and 
wtuld remain in ttwn tonight with tne tf her girl 
friends , 

What with everybody having been hteing this week and 
Old Age Pension checks arriving by Saturday's pt3t , Saturday 
night was btund to have been a big night 
at the htnkey-ttnk and, they tell me it 
was, But before night came tn, Fug^tu ttok 
his grandson, perhaps 5 or 6 years eld, 

acress the river tt that htnkey-ttnk, and I assume Fugabtu 
was high as usual, In any event, the dttr tf the car flew 
open on the side where his g randstn sat, spilling 
the bty tut tn the black ttp and rtughing him up so 
that he had tt be taken tt t he htspital, 

<. * 

When night finally arrived, there was 
a crrwd at the .nearer hotykey-tonk and everything was 
boistrtus, Morris ?eace, nephew tf &am, 
got his thrtat cut stmebtdy and had tt be carted off 
tt the htspital and later the Sherviff's agents 
descended on the place and un^ertotk searching patrtns 
ftr etneealed weaptns, I don't know if they f tund 
~ny.tr not but stme man frtm down beltw 

Cloutiervilie resisted the search and was cltpped tn the 
head with a blackjack and he, in turn, had tt be 
cartted •// *• the htspital, su gesting that 
traffic in patients altng the cane^iver road 
must haue been brisk, 

• : l c. \ ;■ t ‘‘i ' i. 

Ihu 3 Spring lingers *?i with summer ntt 
schedule d tt arrive for a ctuple tr three weeks but the tempt tf 
hot weather dtesn't seem tt * e ctntrtlled by the calendar bud 
rather by the thermtmeter, the easy mtney and so tn, 
and I find it has been a wtnderful e xperience tt »-serve life as 
it flows along this remote area, the pattern tf which 
I comprehend nt mtre than I dt in other 

a nd mtre st-called civilised sections tf the gltbe, —if any,,,. 


Stme wit tnce remarked ab out t he 
ftur seasons , —December, January, February and 
summer. With June 21st, still in the 
•JJ^ng, it certainly was pure summer here today. 

Today'3 anntuncement tf the death tf 
the Pope seems to h c ve mtved the world 
while sadness was tempered by relief that his suffering 
was ever, I reckon we are all the richer because 
tf his legacy tf good will ttward men and may 
his trail biasing altng this line 
be taken up by his successtr. 

It is remarkable that up tt new 
I have heard no mention tf the death tf Edith Hamilton, 

I 9 •// letters tt . Mr, Hodges and 
tt Mr, Belle, mentitning ttm un¬ 
certain status tf a certain parcel tf real 
estate in t he Cell e River ctuntry since hith are btund tt 
be interested in quite different ways, 

J, H, remained at the htspital in 
ttwn for further tests. He will return here 
tn the mtrrtw, it is said. It a ll seems 
se tdd, these repeated tests when 
everybtdy seems tt agree in the 
medi cal field that what he requires is 
s'ltwing down which he refuses tt dt but still keeps 
tntaking mtre tests . and receiving the same advice 
and persisting in defying such rec tmmendatitns, 

James dropped in this afternttn 
artund 2:30 but remained for a shtrt visit. 

He called at 5:25 tt ask if. E-ay and he 

might drtp in artund 6 as 

Eay had felt hex visit had lacked 

something by way tf the usual nature tf such visits when 
they drtpped. in. last Friday evening. They arrived 
a little after six and remained until 

first dark, —general chitchat with nothing in particular 
being said, James called again at 
9:30 tt rectmmend I try to interest 
Bishop Greet in acquiring the 

ltcal house and gardens. He offered tt fa.ke me tt 
Alexandria any day this week if 1 wanted to confer 
with theBishtp, I believe the 
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Bishop Greet is interne. Be that as it may, 

I don't see much p§int in prusuing v this 
line tf ende a vr, After all, the Jiurch isn t 
drejm, ing ef buying a^d maintaining''a museum and 
the present owners of the prtperty aren t dreaming 
of giving away any tf their holdings, One, 

tf course, dtesn't sell segments of prospective blocks tf stuj 
ferethe purchaser tf the entire bitch is in sight, 

Belth Williams Cltutier ctntinues sprading the 
gttd news that a sale has been ctncluded, much tt the arause- 

ment tf these wht actually own the place, such as J, H, 

Beth's sen, Vernie, had a scuffle withBeth's 

htuse servent the ether day and hurt the woman st 

that she had te ge te see the ladydecter, She, the servent, 

teld the secretary te send the billte the bey's mether 

and when Beth get the bill she it the ceiling, 

hot-ftooted it fer the lady decter's tffice and 

demanded te knew tf Eleaner when she was going te 3tep 

treating peer petple and reseruve her serivices fer the 

high btrn, The lady dec ter laughed and resptnded • 

"Hever" , 

Hie seeds ef last year's candleabra bush which 
, I saved and planted a while back have ceme up prettily and 
I 3tranplanted a half dozen er se this afterneen and 
shall give a dozen tr se plants te Celeste if she wants them, 
She wanted seme ctxctmb plants frem me and I 
have offered them te her three different times 
ef late but she either fergets er hasn t 
time te bether with them and this in spite tf the fact 
that she really wants them, Whether it will 
turn tut the game way with the candleabra tr net, 

I wtuldn't knew. 

Celeste shewed me cn invitatien te tea at the Executive i 
ien inBatenReuge fer ene day this week, What was surprising a 
it was that the name en the engraved card was "Mrs, 

James H • Davis" in centrast te theGeverner 
wht signs efficial decuments, letters and se tn 
as "Jimmy H, Davis", Perhaps a 
variatien tf a name in pelitics 
dtse make a difference,,,,, 


Tues ay, J'une 4th, 19 63, 


Memorandum- 

Pure summer, 

It was just grand finding a letter from Lyme 
m today s pest, together with clippings that 
interested me much. Hie Poughkeepsie book burninq 
was extra.erdinary y -4n its demonstration ef a lack of 
imagination on the part of several people. It 
is always shocking te think of a book being burned but 
shocks are likifyrte tincture life fremtime to time 
and this particular one is cempa ratively casual as 
cempcttned and contrasted with ether examples. 

It gees without saying I appreciated the account 
of the 9Uting but deeply regreted the lack 
of good health in our friend, I am sc glad that 
a season of rest from labor may be opening just ahead and 
let us gem in holding the thought that re 3 t will 
provide the finest kind of medecine, I shall 
welcome reports as to the progress. 

Hew wonderful it must feel to h a ve things b a ck 
in order once more after all the scuffling en and around 
the family hearth, I am. never quite sure the 
game is worth the candle, in a manner of sneaking tut 
there is no deu t in my mind that the feeling of relief is 
profound, once the confusion has become a thing of 
the past, * 0 

fmn+h 1 J l< 5 d * net -bout the effect of paint fumes on eur 

feathered friends but can readily imagine it must 
be mighty devastating, especially as, unlikeether folks, 
they too often haven t the opportun ty to 
go out for a stroll to catch a breath .of fresh a tn now and 
When whenthe turpentine fumes are stengest, 

I have heard it said that misery loves company and tn that 
theory, I must say the account of pillow 
problems stuck a sympathetic note although I was 
sorry to learn that little Miss Lee had had the same 
experience. Somebody once, mentioned 


h 

+- 1 
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that many hospitals today are furnished with the foam or 
rubier foam or whatever that type of pillow is 

called, I feel sorry for a person, obviously under the weather 
to account for hospitalisation, when such a pillow is 
provided, I assume most people are sick enough on entering a 
hospital without requiring such a headache as the pillow adds he ing 
added to his pro Hems, In spite of the recent 
90 degree heat, the goose down pillows which I 
have kept constantly in the sun seem to he just as un¬ 
pleasant as he ore and I think I mentioned that 
Clothilde Hughes told me the other day 
that the mere she aired the ruiier foam ones she had, 
the worse they,got, I do not pretend this 
matter is world shaking in importance hut I do think it 
extremely odd that it is so difficult to round up a 
comfort a ble pillow that deesn t start making one's 
head go 'round in circles, It seems 

to me the Sears-Robbuck pillows o which 1 was given a pair 
as a birthday present, cost something like 8 or9 
dollars each and for that price it would seem one ought to he 
able to a borb a d a * of sleep without the necessity 
of fill owing same with asperin, In 

any event, 1 have gone back to Lyle 's old pillows and 
I shall continue ariing the goose down new ones in hopes 
of eventually getting ,them into a 
useable condition, 

I find the guineas h a ve developed a fondness for 
young snap beans at the stage when the >new bean pod is 
about the size of an old fashioned match stick. One 
of the guineas is setting hut occasional ly leaves the 
nest to join with the others when responding to 
a n urge for food, A s three of the gray ones number a 
mother in the triangle and as I cannot tell 
any of them apart, I a m bound to try luring the 
two gray ones and the white one into a Unicorn House 
when the setting one decides to remain on the nest, all of 
which constitutes quite a trick but I shall 
succeed, I am sure, 

» 

When I went to the Post Office this morning a bout 
1 0:30, I was greeted by J, H,, just back 
from the hospital. He seemed as affable as ever 
and one find3 him an unsatisfactory patient, 

I must say, since he never complains and always disdains 
medical advise when ailing, ,,,,,• 


Wedncsday, June 5th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Fair, hot in the 90's, sweltering in 
90 degree humility, 

I seemed to be on the jump from morning 'til night, 
getting quite a lot of things done in the Ghana garden 
ir, spi^e of entangling pilgrims, 

% 

A Mr, and Mrs, Pool from Iowa were brought to 
me in the kitchen garden between 7 .and 8 and 
from then until 7 and 8 in the evening, people appeared 
intermittently and I liked them all but their 
presence did slow work down considerably, I liked 
the Pools especially although some people from 
Tyler were very nice, too, and some Natchitoches 
folks were alright, too, 

James dropped in around 1, saying he realised 
Wednesday afternoon .was my busiest afternoon of the week but he 
wanted ts> drop in regardless and I reckon the hour I 
relaxed physically with him g a ve me added sip for 
the next stroke of work until Juanita B, dropped in , 

♦ 

7ft« Register problem continues revolving around 
Aunt *illie, I had supposed that last week the trip 
to Shreveport had had physical check up for its purpose but 
it seems I was in error. The point of that 
hejira was to buy lots of furnishings for the upper 
Williams Avenue house to which things will be added furniture 
in storage in Charleston so that the house will he all ship¬ 
shape when Auntbtillie arrives, apparently in late July, for 
two months occupancy or some such. 

It is also my understanding the Kay is s fudging 
about a trip to M a yo's about that time, too, so I don't know 
how deep summer plans are going to dovetail • 

j4s I understand it, Mayo's said it would be alright t o 
have ,the gall thing operated on although that 
wasn t anything more thana move for the patient to 
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Thursday, June 6th,. 1963 


decide on since the difficulty could be managed without an operation 
if soficsired. It seems the stomach difficulties are caused by 
nerves, usually set off hyfamily scuffling from 

both East and West Coasts and the gall bladder is purely secondary in 
the physical situation. 

Juanita B. came to speak of the proposed sale 
of the local property. She and Pat both be-moan the thought 
of the sale but are powerless to do anything about it "in a 
family, the like of which I never saw, where each member's sole 
interest in life is money and nothing else ", 

At supper J. H. remarked that Kay, a ccording to 
their lady doctor physician» is chartering a small 
plane f9r the flight to Rochester late in 
Julye . I asked him if he contemplated joining 
Kay in the hejira and he said he didn't like small 
planes * v uring the day, mecti time, I had heard 
over the coffee cups that he is still talking about going 
to Mayo 's and cjt the same time I heard that 
Eleanor couldn't find anything in the tests suggesting 
anything is radically w rong with him. As for the patient 
himself, he finds it difficult tp sleep at night without 
tranquilizers and complains of exhaustion, all of 
which is understand a ble enough, what with the constant drive 
he exerts on himself all the time. It's a 
circle at once viscious and ridiculous. 


Memorandum 


numor has it that one of the great Cane R iver 
plantations is subject for sale negotiations and that H. L. Hunt 
and the Pet Mill Company are said to be among those interested." 

I saw J. H. for supper a nd he was upset about The^nterprise 
line and said he had called CousinArthur about it. Everyone 
Randles things so differently, the one from the other . 

Had I been the editor of The nterprise, I should no have 
touched on the subject at all . H a d I been the merchent- 
Planter and wanted mention kept out of the press until the deal 
n a d been censumated, I should have advised the editor of 
my wishes. d 

According to Beth, the same person who 


I had fun putting up framework to support 
the coxcomb plants jn their triangular arrangements, just 
inside the tomato rows. The coxcomb are a little above my 
knee in height but 30011 will be three or four feet in height and 
when their great blossoms begin developing, 
the plants will find difficulty in supporting them and 
so the supports currently being rigged up will 
provideparallel bards between which the plants 
will grow, covering the supports, I hope, and 
providing adequateprotection when the flowers make the 
plants top-he a vy and a brisk breeze inclines to give the entire rewvs 
a push. The bamboocheckerboard frames for the cannas are completely 
hidden by the plants and have already demonstrated they give the 
cannas, now 10 feet tall, ample support in resisting gusts 
of wind that may blow up in a threatening storm. 

'The canddle a bra plants, set out in the garden f rom the 
pots in which I planted the seeds, seem to be a crisp and pert as 
one could imagine in spite of the excessive heat since they 
were transplanted 8 or 3 days a g» so I conclude they are 
going to make it alright• s ** things turn and 

so I must call it a day...... 
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surprising experiences today when searching for and finding a 
quotation, I had dropped at line to the BatonRouge 
Library, asking that a particular beck be sent and it came through 
promptly', I had read the book sometime during the past year 
and didn't recall just where in the recorded volumes I 
might find the sentence I wanted, Accordingly 
I opened the carton, pulled out a record at random, 
put it on the machine and lol the first sentence uttered was 
the one I sought, Ihere might well have 

been the element o looking for the neddle in,the h a ystack 
needle, that is, but there itwvts, right at the first touch, 
and naturally I was enchanted, 

I am curious to learn how the candleabra plants 
proffered my neighbor thrived, I think I , 
mentioned having presented some and that the ones 
I tyad set out took readily enough, I was a little 
surprised when I learned that the ones going over the fence 
were set out between 9 and 10 in the morning in 
the sun in sharp contrast to the u hana ones set out 
at sundown, I think the candleabra plaiUs like 
sun, however, and perhaps they may take same in their 
stride although I should be the last to try 

We had snap beans or bush beans or whatever they a re 
called to give away, — b a skets of them,,the crop is 
so prolific at the moment, Ihe tomato plants are beginning 
3ag with their fine fruit, both large and small varieties 
and the hot peppars and belle peppars are being gathered 
at a great rate, 

The gourd vines present a strange picture this season 
in that some of them are just staggering out of the 
ground while other vines are already hanging out full sized fruit, 
varieties of the 2 or 3 feet in length type, 

ft r • ‘ •• 

inte rruption ,,... 

• •- 

Juanita A, just oalled, saying Joe had asked her to 
call me to ask if I would give a tour to some people 
on their behalf on the morrow, Juanita A,'s 
voice sounds odd • 1 think her health is sagging. 

Poor Juanita A, t 

I continue following new3 casts as usual but I 
am^bound to say I think it odd that never yet 
have I chhanced upon any reference whatsoever to 
Edith Hamilton It really does seem remarkable• 

And now I must do a d a b of mil and then collapse 
for a little reading and sampling of a cold 
tomato, belle peppar, onion salade,,,,,,, 
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Friday, June 7th, 19 63. 


Memorandum: * 

90 again at 9 this morning and 70 to be aspired to 
before anothe dawn but it will probably remain in the 80's, 

Vatalie called this morning to say how enchanted she 
had been to hear from little Miss Lee and how pleasant 
she found it to have a ticket for Oliver in her possession 
and with how much enthusiasm she is looking forward 
to othertheatrical performances that undoubtedly will be 
shared by the two fir ends, 

Naturally she touched upon the talk about 
the sale and being pressed for time, I guess it was 7 \30 a,m,, 
she said'she would try to dash down this way for a little 
call on the morrow, I sh a ll be looking for her around 
coffee time and it will be pleasant tochat for a bit and 
to make a tourn in the^hana garden where I may find 
some fresh vegetables for her or some such . 

Tfiere were quite a few people fromar guild and about,— 

Alexandria, Tyler, Texas, Hew rleans and so on, people who 
had been here before but were dropping in again as 
they he : ded toward some point farther afield. 

Of the day's telephone calls, the most unexpected was 
from onCarolynRamsy, heading for Lafayette and pausing in 
Hatchiteches long enough to put through the call, She 
was consider ble jolted when I aCqU a inted her with things 
pending at this bend of the river, She immediately began 
cooking up plansabout getting away from the purchasers 
the h'uses and gardens and said she would be b a ck this ( 
w z y in a few days or possible it was a few weeks, I den t 
recall. 

■; 

Dan was here for dinner and found many amusing to 
tell over the soup. He siad "everybody" in town is 

asking if F • goes with the plantation in the impending change of ownership 
He also announced that Charle s’'unningham had gone to see him, —this 
seems so unlikely, and that Charles is quite upset because 


» ft * » * 
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Sunday, June 9th, 19 63. 





V. 


U 


* * l ’ t 


Madam Bean£*rt c$ntinues her unpleasantness ttward him • 

While the unninghams were assisting Beth in finding a place to 
bury Vernon ,etc ., etc., Beth always referred te him as 
CousinCharles but of late she has been insulting him before 
everyone and has dropped theCousin part in her 3alutati9ns. Her 
latest attack came in some gathering when she pointed a finger 
at him and called him a gigfllo and a kept man. 

Charles is mighty unhappy about the position in which 
he finds himself but knows of no way ofmaking Beth behave. 

At supper tonight, J. H. remarked that he had seen 
The^nterprise and couldn't m imagine what 
"they" meant when "they" had called him from town to 
Say the M elrose negotiations were all over the front page 
of the paper. I gather "they" must have been 
Cousin^rthur, since later J. H. mentioned him as having 
'' spoken about the piece and recommending that d . H. denouic c the 

Paper for having printed. Well, it seems to be in his mind now that 
there was nothing at all in the paper and that is that. 

r . . ., ^ \ 

James appeared at 1:30 when 1 was busy with pilgrims but waited 
to chat for a little, getting caught up on his reading of 
Life while he Waited. I believe he left around three and 
I got on with a heap of projects that kept me 
jumping until 6 when J dashed in to take a telephone 
call, spilling cracked corn, intended for the fe hered friends, 
when a hook on the screen door grabbed me as J hurried 
in response to the ’phone. It was James saying 
that he wandered if I expected to be at home as Kay would 
enjoy a Hde, and I, naturally, said I would indeed be here. 

I got off my eard and into some dry clothes 

before they arrived and we chatted and walked in the Ghana garden 
and &~y, although using crutches, seemed fairly spry. 


I gather Kay naps in the afternoon and 
probably has more pep in the evening. As I had been 
working in my vegetable patch at 4:45 this morning, I must 
say I could ha 'e used some of the afternoon nap of which she 
spoke. 


Mayor Scott asked the Chamber of Commerce secretary t o 
contact me this afternoon to a sk if I could arrange a go- 
round for some steel tycoon from seme place in SouthAfrica on 
Saturday a fternoon at 5. I could not bu 
offered to kick out the red carpet at 3 and so I may be 
instructed 3 bout race matters in Ppretoria or where ever . 



Memorandum : 

Exceedingly warm and humid, heat up to 100, 
humidity around 80 and 90. 

* ““ 

It was grand seeing Hatalie on Saturday 
morning. I t ought her noble to make the jaunt 
down this way in view of the many domestic duties calling 
for her attention at home. She mentioned having made 
arrangements with her husband to see to it trucks be 
sent here for things to be placed in her 
house adjoining their residence, should anything 
happen here during her absence in Lyme during 
July and I thought this mostnoble on her part. 

My guess is that should there be a sale down this way, there probably 
would be some time that would el a pse before <ji ybody thought 
of movi ng and probably sufficient time for the merchent- 
planter to build a house or two on the river opposite the 
Church of theChildren of Strangers. 4 

Hatalie brought me a most delectable frozen cheese cake and 
some fancy crackers. She seemed to like the 
n ppearance of theGhana garden where we found some peppars and 
things for her own t a ble. 

Our conversation touched •» random points, including 
Cousin Arthur. She feels The^nterprise has alipays been a 
little hard • » him. This may stem 

from several points, partnership as between CousinArthur 
a nd her husband, an in a te l a ck of enthusiasm as 
between her and the editor of the paper, etc., etc. Cousin 
Arthur does, of course, run the town behind the scenes and I believe 
there is some antipathy against any paper that would question anythir 
such as imposing a sales tax as unfair to the afore¬ 
said cousin. I believe the visit lasted no more t 
th a n an hour and I was glad of this opportunity to say Howdy. 

• 

Before noon, the Mayer's office called to confirm 
the -pointment for the afternoon reception of th eSout h 
African visitors and at quarter of 3 in the afternoon, 

TfTere was another call, asking if ice water would be 
served here as the SouthAfricans seemed to be miding 
the,heat. I said ice wrier would be av. il^ble along 

3 
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Monday, June 10th, 1965, 


„ * 

with ether beverages and knic-knacks . I draped my 

aHd Wa l Ue f r ’ nt date at the & pointed t 
and hoped to get the business to hand out of the w a y sol 

could get busywatering the kctchen garden early enough to make 
a couple round before dark, The buesis were ° 

*!* * n a " d < *S te ’' tfl « first couple of hours in that 100 

degree heat, I thought a call to town was in order to see 
what was up but I couldn’t get anybody who knew anything. 

By 6 o clock I tt g a ve up the front gate vigil 

a nd douned my gardening costume. It 

was 8 o clock when I turned off the f a ucet although 

the jo would hav gone ahead further 

had there been a moon I received no call 

from a ny of the party of 10 scheduled to make the afternoon 
Uur and now, 84 hours later, I still am quite 

dark what happened, mien the Mayor, theChamber 

il’in* 7 ' 06 at le ° st tw »aivic leaders are involved in such 
linhl h * l , t8ee V lih «ly enough that one or another of them 
*l 9ht 7 7 a U* P fl91t « d «« the s tore on Saturday afternoon 
or called me on Sundq, to express regrets. 

In the aviary section, the birds, smarter than 
people, automatically slow down as the thermometer 
2 * P* a c* ck3 Unger longer in the shade 
wh* the wh \ te aud colored peahens 3eem to know 
where the ground is cooler and flatten themselves ou there freauent 

in eaard 1< t r o l -tii U / f t9 + See Ji* Ue V a a ' ld the way stle herself 

*lin+ n d Uii \ e heat. When I enter the enclosure, I make it a 
point never to go directly to the Unicorn 

p’auT ’ InsUai - 1 /««• talking t, I„ 

raui, the pheasants and so on so that Louella mau take her 

inf .ttlide 9 Tk " e3t I™* tn i tiie “.,r and leisurely steep. 

cYnes eutis’d. f 5 .1, “ ste V *“>• de the h.use and then 

comes outisde and only on re a chmg that point 

thin l+ e i9th win 9 s as wide as a spread-eagle’s and 

lir teller*+l ieret outstretched for a minute, letting the 

air temper the warmth the warmth until she climbs back oilier nest ii 

Anefl + e t te s P ent Jhe day inAlexandria and so J, H. ax d I 

nJtinn l ## J twas all very pleasant andwe tdLked abou-< 

on both sides 9 . 1 ** 108 * etc ** wfiich 1 thought was kindness 


Memorandum : 

Continued hot and dry. 

The weekend for plantation folks turned out 
quiet enough so far as physical mis- 
adventures^were concerned. Ifie bottle circulated 
pretty freely however and virbrated on through 
today. P a l, my kitchen garden helper, after 
being on the wagon since Easter, fell off over them weekend 
when he went to town and when he arrived this morning, 
it was evident that the impulse to pursue 
the juice of the grape lingered onl put him 
to work where I thought he could do little damage 
and was the happier on occasion throughout the day when 
I discovered from time to time that hewus 
temporarily "lost”. By dint of considerable 
willpower, he somehow m a n a ged to put in an appearance 
every once in a while and I believe only a few 
plants got knocked out. 

o 

I thought Pal’s sister, Maude, wife of Fugabou, 
along with Noonie .Battiste, sometimes described as 
"the Bride”, one of her nephew’s, Goldie Brown, not to 
mention Smith Peace, — all showed better sense than 
Pal, in a way. For they rounded up a palette or 
two, spread them out on the ground in the shade of 
n tree a nd proceeded to sleep away the heat of the day. I 
wish P a lhad felt less like demonstrating 
his determination to demonstrate- his stead¬ 
fastness to his job and simply joined the «. 

others ti sleep away the sizzling day • Be was 

still loaded, according to one of my agents when a t sundown tonight 
Pal caught a ride to his c a *i» •» ^ittle R iver. I 
hold the thought he may be wrapped in dreams by aiow, after he 
probably prepared supper for hi3 papa, Gil, a nd his brother, Atmo 3 , 
of the missing leg. 

Pie Secretary of theChamber of Commerce called 
this morning to apologize for Saturday's failure of 


U 







^ •>} f'l 
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the SouthAfrican party t$ appear, It was explained the 
schedule get hogged down and s» theCaneRiver 
visitatien had t$ he shelved, 

Carmen called, huhhling ever with gossip about 
the latest twist in Beth's relations with the Charles 
Cunningh a ms, Last week in 

her tirade against Charles, Beth put out the word to s everal 
people that Charles' wife, Ruth, had 

left him, that Charles h a d lost control of the Times, etc,, etc, 

Tie story about the separation especial ly annoyed Ruth 
nd en Saturday afternoon she cracked up her car and drove 
to Beaufort where she c onf routed Beth with these 
manufactured stories, all of which, of course, Beth 
denied. Carmen reports that Charles' account 
of the encounter by the two ladies g a ve one to understand 
theencounter was a noisey one In some respects, 
according to Carmen, Beth is smarter than her younger brother, 

R, B, Williams but, according to Carmen, R, B, has 
more sense about keeping his whimsies down to a shout while 
Beth proceeds with determination to do herself out of 
just as many friends as she can, 

A couple of men were here for dinner, —Sonnyboy 
Deblieux and Wendel Harris, Sonnyboy lives on .Willow Plantation 
a hvoe Crand Ecore where Miss Cam and I, S,Willard 
found the diary of the young m a n of fashion before 
the house was struck by lightning and burned, Wendel Harris makes 
sport his primary occupation. a nd he is a member of the 
Maryland or rather the Baltimore Colts, He Said 
training for the fall football season gets started next 
month Like so m^iy football players, he 
seemed primarily interested in football, 

l 

, The thought came to mind this afternoon that 
theRegisters will be celebrating their wedding 
anniversary this week, —along a bout 
the 15th, if memory serves. But it 
seemed to me a goo<% idea to make the 

most of the opportunity by sending them greetings now 
without uniting until Erid a y. Last year, as 

I recall, it was remarked that I was the only one who remembered 

their anniversary and this year they will be no ing that 

I got ahead of the calendar a little J carry few dates in 

my memory and if I chance to hit an event in the same 

week that it actually transpired, I i 

am inclined to be astonished at my own good luck although 

for a lady like Kay who probably has a more orderly calendar she 

works from, the day rather th a n the week would be the more ideal 

date to hit at and, of course, she would be quite right,,,,. 
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Wednesday, June 18th, 2963. 


Memorandum : 

Continued hot and dry, 

I continue the hep pier, thanks to 
yesterday's receipt of the grand communication 
from Lyme and all • 

, The most arresting story of the day came from 

Dai who was here for dinner. He said a week or so 
ago Blythe and one of her gril friends drove 
to x>u ten - »U e 2 nd on their way b a ck g ve a lift to 

hitch hiker. The latter said he was without money and 
there for was trying to hitch a ride to hi 3 destination 
Arkansas , Blythe felt sorry for him a?»d so took 
him home and g a v him dinner or supper or whatever and then 
took him to the b us station, purchased a ticket to Arkansas 
and gave it to him and that was that, 

. A few days later she got a letter fromArk a ns a s, 

admonishing her never tp do a thing like that again. 

It was from the aforesaid hitch hiker who said that when 

she had stopped the car, it had been his intention to 

rob her and her girl friend qnd to kill them if 

necessary to g et the money. As she had been kind to him, howeve 

sit ha had not done so. He said if she would like under the bac'i 

of her car, she woul see what he meant. An investigation 

of the back seat revealed the presence of 

a revolve, loaded, between the leather upheiitry, 

Ihere will prob a bly be additiona appticulars 
and, for all I know, variations on the above 
account but j pass it along a s I 
heard it and t ink it reveals a lot of things, 

§ome of which are certainly obvious enough, to wi , that 
after all these years, Blythe ought to have letter sense 
and, nqturally, the pe rson who wrote the letter 
must have been wacky in the first place to undertake 
the crime and sec-ndly, even more wacky to write and 
tell of his original intentions. One wonders why the 
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revolver wa.8 still in the car, of course, nad one is 
bound to assume that it may have slipped out of the 
hiker's pocket and he couldn't get hold o it without 
calling attention to it, if it it had slipped from 
his pocket down into the pholstery, ut since 
it was there, one may at the same time assume he didn't 
notice he had lo3.t it until after Blythe had left the bus 
station, One thing is certain, he was a fool to 
mention the thing and so was Blythe for having taken him 
to her house 

* 

One tries to find shade these ho days and 
indulge in slow motion if one must move at all, 

I think Pal is smart under the circumstances for 
he is taking a time to have his spree 

at a time when lolling in the shade is far preferable to 

swinging a hoe. He came out from I^ittle River 

at 6 o'clock this morning but didn t 4 ow up 

here but rather called on one or two ladies at whose 

houses a drink might be found, —at Berth q Bluff's, 

at Mary Poutchie, etc,, etc and then 

vanished into the tushes on the margin 

of the river where it is said he slept the day 

aw a y, —smart fellow, 

As for myself, 1 tried to do some of the work he 
might have done, setting up some bamboo trellises for 
extra gourds, watering tomato, okra and peppar plants 
until first dark and generally tidying things up, 

• t 

Much of my afternoon was taken up with 
a Mr, and Mrs, Perkins and son and daughter 
who have an old house 10 miles south of Baton 
Rouge, They came on the 

recommendation of thedener a l and I liked.them but 
it was too hot to tour but they said they didn't mind, 

I haven't seen o\y Registers this week, 

Mr3,Walker tells me that she and her husband thought 

James a little short when, separately, they had encountered 

him during the week. Of course Mrs,Walker doesn't 

know James had reason to be a little short with 

her husband in view of pressures a bout which 

she knows nothing, the husband brought on James to 

purchase the Pecan Park house. If theRegisters 

are remaining in t he shade under a chip, they aren t using 

bad judgement since they obviously can afford 

to attract cool temperat ures regardless,,,, 
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Thursday, June 13th, 2 963. 


Memorandum • 

Hot, 

The surprise of the morning was the unexpected 
arrival of theS, G, Henrys, junior, —husband, wife, daughter 
and s 911 , -ihey had been spending five or six days a t 
Six Flags and were returning to Baton&ouge, From town 
they called J, H, to say H 0 wdy and he insisted they 
stop here for IS o'clock dinner. They seemed 
fine and spoke with enthusiasm about Six Flags, which 
seems to be a sort ofBisney Land business, situated 
half way b etween Dallas and Fort Worth, the 
children had a wonderful time chasing peacocks and ex¬ 
ploring the gardens, I am always 

impressed by how much groundfive and six year old children 

can cove and I laughed to myself after they were 

gone and l made a round to w see what needed attention, 

Tfie ipire gate into the UnicornHouse yard had been left 
open but the pheasants had been satisfied to remain 
inside and Low Paul and remained with Louella, busy 
on her nest, 'lhe guineas had remained inside, too. Had 
the hpheasants escaped, they might have come back, A big 
cypress bench in front of theAfrican House 
. had been pulled forward, en a bling the children to close 
the two doors of theAfrican House but that was easily 
put to rights again. Little things of this type required 
attention but a ll of it was minor and I pondered 
on the speed the little ones can exert in pushing things a beut, 

Fal continues missing from his Ghana post. His absence 
is especially costly at the moment since hoe hands are on the 
far side of the fence and the pretty peppars and vegetables 071 
the side where Pal should be are too enticing and the result 
is that the vegetables vanish, 

This..afternoon J, H, had the wonderful idea» —but wonderful 
only as an idea, that the big tanks, hauled by tractors, to water 
young pecan trees, might be pressed into service to water the 
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Gh a na garden,—3$e t a nks drew up along side the fence, first on one 

side, then on another, and a big hose, perhaps two or three inches 

in diameter, would be pushed through the fence and the 

water turned on. If the strem happened to hit 

a plant which, fortunately, was seldom, the force would wash 

away all the soil from abound the roots, exposing same to 

death in the heat, while the volume of water 

poured along,pathways between rom, settling in low places 

and wit'i^l doing more damage than the bit of moisutre coufrd 

hope to achieve, I concentrate -of the watering business with a hose 

every evening and accomplish more and without damage than 

the x whole fleet of tanks, I remembered the t ime 

when the same idea was put into practice in the 

front garden where Mi83 Cam had some rare iris. The 

whole area was flooded in a 3 hort time, the water rising a couple 

of inches or so over the entire area. With the excessive heat 

n i}d theevaporation and absorption of the water into the ground, the 

wl\ole expanse of earth cover automatically took on the consistency o 

one great big block of cement, after which it 

decided this method of waering wouldn't be repeated, 

It is interesting that neither the artist nor the neighbors 
at the cam have seen James this week, I assume 
retreat into a cool Hyde Park situation may account for 
the absence of visitations dow this way or perhaps there 
is sojne work being done at the upper Williams Avenue 
residence in anticipation of AuntWillie's July visit, 

For the second time this spring, two families of wrens 
have brought forth families or new generations, 
in each instance, apparently, the 3ame family making use of the 
same lying-in hospital as o-f last month, —gourds suspended 
from the fafters of the gallery, I sat down on the 

bench for a moment this 2 fternoon to tie my shoe and the mother wren 
made two trips to the gourd just above my head, hearing 
food for the little ones who made a great racket every time 
she flew in. The wrens seem as prolific as the banties and race sui 
doesn't seem to threaten these particular feathered friends,,,,,. 
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Friday» June 14th, 2963. 

5 . 


Memorandum : 

Hot, 

And so it turns out that today is 
the wedding annive rsary of the-Hegisters and of the 
Walkers, I am quite sure they will 
not be celebrating it jointly, 

I talked with Mrs, Genung today and it was she 
who mentioned Hbr d a ughr,er and son-in-law are 
having the man and his wife from' Coif ax, —the ones who 
bought the newsp a per,.Colfax Chronicle, from the Walkers, Mrs, 
Genung was rejoicing that her house is once more 
air conditioned after a weekof warm weather without same and 
that 3he can find no excuse for going out tonight 
to celebrate anybody's ai niversary, 

As for the Registers, I know not how they intend celebrating ,— 
if any, James came down around 2:30 this 2 fternoon, bringing 
me some lemons which I vastly op predate, what with the 
Tenderleaf season being in full swing. He 
reports having been quite busy during the past week, 
what wit much doings by Kay's family and all of them 
invari a bly tend to upset the applecart of good health, 

m 

James rc;>orts he has been doing some thinj 3 around the 
house, especially in regard tothe new paving stones being placed 
somewhere around the house, perhaps in b a ck where 
the ladd drops off toward the river, the husband 
of their house servent giving James a hand in the doings 
after 6 0 'clock at night. 

There seem to have been a change in plans about 
the July return to Mayo's for the 

gall bladder operation, First it was recommended to 
Kay that she h a ue the Rochester suygeon come toShreveport 
to perform the operat ion. Later it was 

decided, I guess throughEleanor's recommendation that the 
operation be performed in Hatchitoches by Dr, Kaufman, 

July 9th seems to be the magical moment as 

of the present plans, a.nd just to make things easier 

all around, it was decided by Hay. I assume, that it would be 

lovely to have Aunt Willie stage her visit so that she would be here 
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by that date. Any kind o a» operation, I suppose 


something 


that ought to be undertaken with as little fanfare as possible 
and, o course, the introduction of a three ring circus as the 
Bluff ladhy's advent willprovide, ought to make things just 
dandy all the w a yaround,From James' point of view, the 
impending July lookspromisingly unpleasant 
and how the whole thing will pan out remains to be seen • 

There was a letter from A, J, Hodges which I shall enclose if * 
I can set hand to. It is so much like his handling of anything 
I ever knew a bout that it is almost interesting as a document al- 
thought not quite, 

0 

Some lady from^Arkansas, recommended by 
Ann Cordell, called me tonight after 7, She h a d written 
she would be calling between 4 and 5 this afternoon 
but, fortunately, I did not deny myself the labor 
*f watering the vegetables at that hour but rather stuck 
to my hose •••• interruption,,,,, 

The call just coming to hand was in regard to a 
pile up of a bout 25 or 50 freight cars on the 

Louisiana-Arkansas line between Clarence and Kampti, It isn't 
unusud for tr a ins on Louisiana minor grades to number 
over one hundred cars. In the present wreck, 
several of the cars were oil t a nkers which spewed 
oig all a round and as the railToad and highway parallel 
e a ch other in rather close proximity, there is, of course, 
some danger of fire. Fortunately nobody was hurt in the 
present which. 

There is talk of employing rain¬ 
makers in the^hreveport area this weekend. Verily 
moisture is needed but whether the rain¬ 
makers can turn the trick remains to be seen Southwestern 
Parishes of theState have already been declared diasater areas 
a nd 1 reckon other sections will be applying for the same classifi( 
shortly. In strife ridd»n Mississippi 

there seems to be a big water 3ho t a ge as well as racial peace sho 
At °ack3on, the Pearl River has dropped from 450 million 
to 75 million gallons per some measurement of time aid kee ps 
on dropping and things keep getting hotter, atmospheric and 
racial, 

* 

JohnWenk is here for a few day3 and it is very pleasant to 
have him,A couple of people have invited me to some kind of a 
dispaly of Art at Hodges this weekend but, 
naturally, I have declined, l'm going to concentrate 
of shade and quipt and may little Miss Lee be able to do the same,, 


Sunday, June 16th, 1965, 


Memor a ndum • 

«. C. 

Hot-hot and bright to pleasantly cloudy and cool • 

*-v , f * ' 7 • . .... 

Saturday was hot-hot. It was 84 andrising at 8 this 
morning. By 5 o'clock, the shy was overcast and a drizzle that 
developed into an inch rain followed, cooling the air 
wonderfully and giving vast satisfaction to human, 
ai imal and plant life generally • 

• • 

Hatalie called Saturday morning and we chatted 
on a dozen subjects, including her assurance that should 
a move transpire during her.absence during summer shcool, Ann 
and Jack have expressed assurance that they would serve for 
Hatalie so far as Lestan is concerned, I imagine, 
however, that there would be no transfer o real estate 
holdings locally before the end of the 
year,and, for all I know and hope, 
much longer. It was certainly sweet of Hatalie, 

however, to bring up the matter again, 

\ 

She reported confidentially that Beth had received a 
letter fromCharles and that a copy of the^unningham letter 
had been sent to R, B • with the suggestion that he tone down 
his sister. In the letter to beth there was the request 
that she never darken either the door of his office or of 
his home. As in Blythe's episode with the hitch 
hiker,both Beth and Charles are showing remark a bly dumb 
judgement, eth in talking, Charles in writing, I 
assume Charles is threatening to drag her to Court 
on a charge of slander or some„such if Beth keeps on 
going. That would provide the gossips with a field day 
and call for a lot of private linen washing in public 
to the advantage of nobody but both protagonists are 
unst a ble and probably haven't thought that one through. 

My guess is that Beth may draw in her horn3^a bit. Let 
the a hove be news, should it re n ch you by another source, 

• ' »'• •* 

.¥rs. Walker called at 5 this fternoon to inquire if 
this are a had had the same good rain that town had had. Our 
9aO e —gauge, - indicated 8 tenth of an inch but as 
it still sprinkles a little, I am holding the thought 
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we may get some more moisure during the night • Mrs, 

Walker said her family dined at theCountry Club 

this noon and that there she had met little 

Miss Willard who reported that Aunt Willie 

will be here by the end of the present month and that 

KaV will have surgery under Drs, Kaufman and'Aors'ley 

on July 6th, I, myself, see no great 

secret about such matters but I must say that 

it would never occur to me whether in the shoes 

of I • S, W, or Lestan to tell much particulars 

tothe editor of a newspaper. 

Dinner across the fence today was at once 
delectable ska fare and delightful as to 
people, Juanita A, came down by 

invitation, what with Joe being somewhere or other, 
and John Wenk was also present along with 
the usual trio, J, H, told me yesterday what John Wenk 
h a d already told me, to wit, that this is the only place 
where he finds peace which is understandable enough, 

I believe on hisrecent few days in Shreveport, John 
was with his grandmother Wenk as relations 
with his mother are poor is existent, J, H, 
remarked that the two other children>are dumb but 
that Joh, having brains, is naturally disturbed by the 
alcoholism on both his mother's and 
father's side,, J, H, contadted the Medical School 
dean for special dispensations for John who 
will take some extra courses there this summer, 

• 

This conversation with J, H, on my part, took place 
in the Ghana garden onSaturday nigh along a bou . dusk, 

1 relinquished watering vegetables and returning to 
Iucc a , jumped into my. bath, fl 9 sooner.in than I thought 
I heard someone call but charged off the female voice 
to a lady peacock. Ten minutes later or 
was it five, my 'phone rang and it was Mrs,Spinks caling 
from the artist's house to say she and her husband had passed 
this w a y but failed to find a n y° o.t home, I invited them 
over and they a rrived forthwith bearing two kinds of 
cake, peaches, plums etc, , etc,, and 
it was 10 o'clock beforel was b a ck home after 
seeing them to their car. They are both lovely 
people and although 1 was tired, I was re¬ 
freshed by their visit. 



And now I must attend to a few chores and flatten out, 
hoping to catch a little radio business before falling 

asleep,,,,,,,, 




Monday, June 17th, 19 63. 

Memor a ndum• 

Cloudy all day with an occasional sprinkle 
and everyone from m a n to vegetable rejoicing in the 
comparative coolness and none minding the humidity because 
it is a companion and .a conserving element in the 
rainfall of yesterday of a tenth or so over an inch dl told. 

Pal turned up this morning and sober, Tie re was plenty 
of grass to be eliminated from the kitchen garden and many 
things to be trans l a nted and the day was ideal for both. 

Pal explained he hnd been "sort of sick" since Tuesday and 
I told him I could understand, I didn't tell him 
I could have batted him, too but I didn't, 

I seemed to be pretty much all over the ph ce 
most of the d a y and fairly damp, I had sa„ many things to 
attend to as between 4:45 12 noon 1 never got around 

to turn on the radio, knowing I could gr a b off some 
news at 18: 30, But I figured without Beth's BatonRouge 
sister, Evelyn Williams Grace, who appeared precisely at that 
hour with three other bags fromBatonRouge, She doesn't 
look much likeBeth but she is nevertheless cut from the 
same piece of cloth, .She mentioned she had heard Melrose 
is up for sale and 1 responded that it was ,my understanding 
the same agent was offering to sell Be a ufort for her sister 
and we let that topic drop right there,, 

\ 

Ihclma called me this , afternoon, She had lots to 
say and very kindly assured me that everybody she knew, including 
herself, would be pulling on our side, should there be a property tri 
here. She said she had taken Senator Ellender's 3 ister down for 
a few days at Grand Isle and that they both had enjoyed the 
quiet, Thelma and John are making another European 
jaunt of the four week variety, —August 4th to 
September 6th, Ihey take a plane from Chicago and 
go non-stop to Frankfurt, One usually has wait for 
three days to get a new Folksw a gon and so they will fly to 
Berlin and thence to I'aris and b a ck to Frankfurt where they will 
crank up their Folksw a gon and head southward through the Tyrol 
and on toRome, Then they will head north up through 
thcRhonc Valley and on to Paris and thence to . 

Uorm a ndy a ud so b a ck to Frankfurt to catch the Chicago non¬ 
stop plane, They h c ve their plane passages from C7uc a g® 2 ?id 
b a ck and the Berlin-Paris-Frankfurt plane reservations but 
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Tuesday, June 18th, 2963. 


nt reseroat it ns at all /or any hotels, leading them to 
assume that 3 ince they will be traveling during the height 
ef the tourist season, they will prob a bly ha e to end up on 
many a night by sleeping in the Folksw a g»n and both 
Thelma and John and tall people. Such prospects do not exactly 
spell out rest/or the month of.August as most of us would 
uiew the prospect butjohndoesn t know how to relax and I 
doubt if The-lma does either a nd so I assume the entire jaunt 
ought to turn out simply wonderful. 

Mrs.Walker 'phoned at 5. She had two or three 
things to relate. One was that she thought 1 had been 
right the other day when I hazarded the guess that CousinArthur 
had been the one to tell J. H. by 'phone that 
The^nterprise had spread the sale matter "all over the 
front page". She couldn't imagine my surmise to be correct but 
while 1 offered it as a surmise, 1 had heard it direct from the 
merchent—planter. She said she began believing my "surmise ^was 
correct when today she received an Alexandria call from one "Wolf, 
who is the „gcnt pushing the thing. It seems he had received a 
note from Cousin Arthur reporting the "all over the front page" 
story She also wanted to report another surprising 
'phone call she had received, ~from Charles Cunningh a m of 
all people. It was a friendly chat and one that included particulars 
in full about his letter; of denunciation to Cousin Beth an d 
to her lawyer. > Me didn t Say, apparently that "her lawyer" was 
none other than R.B. and naturally I didn't say 1 knew anything 
about this letter business. She, that is Mrs .Walker, 
assured Charles that in r eali^y is probably fonder of him 

than anyone and that charity for her present stew must be 
maintained. Thqre is an element of truth in that 
but Charles isn t likely to appreciate it and under 
the circumstances telling Charles that is like telling 
somebody to pay no attention if somebody hits him with 
a brick since it was tossed only in a moment of 
excitement. Charles, l believe, is likely to tell ay one 
most of his private problems if one w 11 bnly listen but 
still, one cannot help wondering if he has some ulterior motive in 

initiating chitchat with one he thoroughly dislikes. 

« 

I. S.Willard called last night after 1 had folded up my beard. 
She reported h a ving had a long chat with theRocket in Lafayette this 
week, the Rocket asking what are we going to do toprovide barricades 
for Lc 3 t a n, etc., etc., and so the-world turns and so I 
musst attend to some chores..... 


Memorandum j 

• t 

Continued cloudy and humid butnot a bove 89 
making it seem comparatively cool after last week’s 200's. 

James dropped in for a few moment this afternoon. He 
didn't have much news but we both had a chance to speculate 
a little when Pal came to Yucca from the Ghana garden and 
handed me the enclosed slip of paper saying that Fug^bou 
had given it to him on Sunday to give to me. I assume 
Mr. T. W. James had given it to Rug a bou to announce his presence 
at Melrose and a reinvest to see me but pro bob ly Fugabour who 
has been high for several days, simply put the paper in his pocket 
and vanished • 

Between 80 and 90 matrons spent today at Sportman's Lodge 
on Black Lake and the number included Matalie, 

Beth, Celeste, Dee, etc., etc., etc. Carmen called me 
tonight to say a grand time wa3 had by all and that she had won 
fijrst prise. 

I saw a pretty color combination this morning 
when I turned into the gourd garden, a gourd, perhaps 
two feet long, had sagged with the vine towithin a foot of the ground. 
The gourd w a s lemon yellow and right next to it stood a big 
peacock, the marvelous blue of his breast feathers contrasting 
wonderfully with the yellow gourd and I felt only a camera could 
h a vp caught the composition since an artist would find it mighty 
difficult to reproduce the blue along side the yellow a?id 
against a background of dark green lc a vcs. 

The bamboo fence in front of Ghana is now covered with 
gourd vines and immediately in front of the fence on the 
garden side the sunflowers are at present a- splendid assortment of 
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' 

gilder 1 discs * ■‘■he crepe myrtles in that area are also 
coming into flower, —watermelon red, various shades of pinh t 
purple and white, giving quite a splash of color 



What with the present damp spell making transplanting 
advantageous, I made the most of today's endeavors by 
filling in skips where peppar plants were missing and 1 set out 
a few rows of sweet bazil to add both greenery and fragrance to 
the layout, l‘he white peahen likes tt ftlltw me a btut while 
I an working a nidst ■$he vegetables and flowers and 
I an expecting Low Paul d Ltuella to be joining me 
within another day or two, either in compay with 
each other if the eggs don't hatch or with their offspring if 
they do, I am seeing to it that the wash pot is filled to over¬ 
flowing for something tells me it is right toward it that 
Louella will head first when 3he has finished with her 
four weeks of concentration on her nest. How the little 
ones, if a"V» will 'hop up into the ,old iron pot^ -*■ know not Jut 
I bet they will make it somehow and if they don't, 
there is plenty of water elsewhere for themto enj§y themselves, 

I got a double dip of tomatoes today when James brought 
me seme he had bought for me and another sack the walkers had 
left at Hyde Park, 'I cannot possibly use 

se many and so 1 shared some along with some other vegetables 
with Andy who may get some good out of them himself or 
share them with some of his trifling r.ssoc iate3 who also must 
need fre3h vegetables more th a n their d-sily fare of the grape, 


I was glad to learp 
that "The Louisville Lip " 
prize fight „ One British) 
from the ring side, didn 
foolery that went on,, — 
t nd the flaming b a throbe 
forb a de the movie of Gree 
the radio commentator was 
L iis Lip’adoings which, - 
like small children playi 
covered some a^oisent cos 


by tonight's radio 
had success in his London 
commentator, broadcasting 
t seem to like the Clay tom- 
the crown the Lip wore on entering 
and 30 •» but Denmark 
n Pastures, as I recall, and perhaps 
missing the point of 
g her, must have been somewhat 
ng at grown-ups when they h c ve dis- 
times belonging to heir partents,,,, 
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Wednesday, June 19th, 19 63. 


noon 


Memorandum- 

set and h umii and Half cl.uiy ™t*l *£*.%*” J* ,rn,,a 
H hnr, n fine shower which increased humidity 

a little,—8ifhad teen 97 all merning, and new it 
is still cloudy and a little cooler, 

■ many ^^fefY’^Sy W$tWVlery this 
a Pair 9 S shoes and Su . j ig+h a nd that the 

* tofc 

Mis 19th tut I gather they did net. 

j. a. centinues his ^ZTV.lTtf Sat.nR.uge 

interruption. Yesterday he and Pat drove y “ 
interruptyno y. tern##n a nd today, 

lfadZ7X^ V -re 8 thUsm.rjling -semething 

yXXW: te'X u7 a Tt\ ■’VedUte, «? - 3.:,. - 

whenever that may be for him, 

:t u said the 

XsXs^TlfXt'ti re I tnemuet a e 'f d ’,’/fi’eYji* t, 

ik'XXinX^ SI; rS;i s i id 

XXeZhl f\ft aii * el ’ re ’ T 

««r. r :u w/xx 

mere mas much electricity mith frt m 

5 and 7, Mating it dtf/ioult, IBC 
the news pregrams, I did hear an a JJ.nte that 

mhese name is Heman, t fA'y.lVhelet night 

t'‘SMilan prelats mh.M P.pe x ° ear 

succeed him is a •. , + 

of the man, he sounds promising Pontifical heir never 

a V i,,d i 1 tf tie" Xa Xr ZeTsJeWislasn't 

[’.enXenelery ‘teef^n >«»•»» **• »» 
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recent centuries, 

At 9 .'deck ciJSee, Celeste read me al.etter 

Itle^Mieri Vj the family ’Zceriinfu'Je 

the ethers »«i»9 B »'»», I'JjreTtle sale piece as 

VJth 'tj Ve heZ'i etleTs ZZrk U ...» Beth a,d 
Kvelm are i alike in seme ef their mere 

r±'e.*K XXA Bh, Z^^trs. 

riiBsz^Jz^father 

«• fr VVZZTuThr{ IhlZTrriefa /ash ani id 
Ts Tt'dZ dlZl id first or seen d t. *. 

William cla»« 

» * 

** 5 .'deck when I passed » V *>« ""‘“'t? *. d 

r Z^lZZhZuX^UeZiih her'YgTZZnightdwhat 
wiil a geeily amount ef »t«r ... IZVlfZjult'TeJere 

tSZZZa garden. 

fz s::?4 « 

expectant guinea hen who ^ tf a £attle section, came running up to i 
watering trough beyond i ...... e n friendly terms 

Guineas seldom run up to a»y V hunnrv and I asked her-.bout 

«»$ 3 r 1 l^nYaniel neZVt tte du.Z^V. lr. 

and she accompanied mepas keeoina richt along side of 

TlrlieZted IZ’.n thVTaUery witVa fine Piscuit and seme cm. 

rtKk"k.^a»«.»i<. —returning t. k.r «.♦. * «»«•• 

It is still sprinkling and the <”•*;»«•« . 

undertake ™ # S™«5:Sd2»oS 

SO I shall »*•» rt>11 U P m V sleeves and get busy . 


Thursday, June 20th, 1963. 
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Sprinkles during the night, a heavy shower at 7 this morning 
and the balance of the day only partly cloudy but very humid, 


I am tremendously indebted to little Hiss Lee for 
an air mail /r#m Lyme in today's post, It gees 
without saying I am distressed beyond measure to learn oJ the 
misfortune befalling our best girl friend, SFhen 
I had finished reading the letter, it seemed natural 
that one should retire to the little chapel • I 
know notif meditation on such matters ever 
gets through to the person afflicted but somehow there is 
a feeling that an appealfor Divine compassion both for 
the sufferer and for the. one so close to her must 
lend te'lepathetic weightito the forces love • 


I am so appreciative of the information in its entirity 
and can only wonder how things could h a ve been so inhumanly 
handled, Somehow it all recalled a mis- 
carriageff human concern experienced one time by little 
Miss Lee and I still shudder at that thought even as I 
now pray that this dreadful business through which the friend is curren 
going may be speedily finished and that she may even by now be 
over the worst and back on the road to speedy recovery, There 
are so manypeople in the world and so few kindred souls that 
one cannot feel anything but tremendous urgency in everything 
concerning those few closest to our hearts, I 

shall eagerly await further news and in the mean timeawell with 
the patient a nd her st a ff of life , dwell in thought, that is, 
with e a ch passing moment until the next report comes to hand. 


I apreciate the report on the other matter which somehow 
seems so insignificant in contrast to the other although I 
am especially regretful that the memo reporting the 
safe arrival of the Registeredtmessage should h a ve failed to 
get through, The communication in question was indeed received 
with remarkable speed and with gratitude beyond measure, 
Naturally it was acknowledged the same day , --the unique 
quality of the portrait , the splendid clippings which came just 
at the time I wanted to mentis Edith Hamilton in the column 
and n ll the precious pa rticulars in the written mess a ge including 
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Memorandum• 

. » t 
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the impending rcparations for the celebration of the 300th 
q nniversary of Versailles, the Chalres Lebrun designs, etc,, etc. 

As indicated in yesterday 1 s memo, as I recall, there has been 
a scarcity of out-going m z il recently and for that re a son, it 
seems to me scarcely likely that- a n error was made by putting the 
memo in the wrong envelope although such a $hing has happened 
twice over the years, as I recall, once to Rjpbin a and 

once tc Maisy in thiDell, In a quarter of a century that a/erage isn't 
extraordinary in theflow of communicatiens, I suppose, but it is 
exactly two too 'many, I trust the missing p a ge way eventually 
come to hand. On rare occasions, letters, although not bearing 
ft- return address, are once in a great while returned to the office 
where c a ncelled . I had one such case in a letter I wrote Josie 
Stirling, The envelope did not carry the return address. It came b a ck 
to the local post office bearing some such rubber st a m as 
"Returned for better address" or n !lo such Post Office" or some 
such. Oddly enough, the thing did come b a ck to the Post Office 
where cancelled and, equj- ly odd, the address was perfect and 
somebody along the line between here a nd Wavcrly must have been 
wool-gathering, 

— » W 

Sometime between 7 and 8 this morning, flatalie called 
to read me a couple of clippings, one about Edith Hamilton 
the other a bout the Yucca plant, I appreciated both 
and when the clipping from Lyme on MissH a milton came to hand 
from Lyme in today's post, f felt doubly richjin 
"Hamiltonian a " • I know nothow to express my 'thanks for all the 
items coming to hand 7 boutour favorite Greek scholar, 

!latalie didn't % h a ve anything in particular to say although 

quite a lot was discussed about various members of 

her husband's family, especially Beth of Beaufort nad Evelyn 

of BatonRouge, I had one or two points about 

the latter I could p ss along, thinking that knowledge 

of them might sometime be helpfulto flatalie. 

When the letter from Lyme came to hand, mentioning flatalie 

and the hazards ofpedestrian tr a vel in the 

neighborhood where she plans topass the 

impending seasonal interlude, I could well imdginejfmis- 

gvvings about notcurnaltravel . Off hand, I find myself 

wondering hovJ such hazards could be circumvented and if she might 

do well to include taxi fare in h&r Calculations' on thetre-going, 

Verily, it's a transitional era in which we mgh i ourselves and 

I must confess I preferpeace and quiet to uphe a vals . 

Again my thanks foryour thoughtfulness in 

letting me knew a bout the matter closest to our hearts .. 


Friday, June 21st, 1963, 



Memora ndumi 

Fairly sunny and dripping humidity until 
4 this a fternoon when itrained an inch and a third and cooled off, 

■u , .. ,/■> .1 •!. 'V £•* 

ftaturally my thoughts have flowed toward Lyme all day, 
holding the thought that things might be going ijl the right 
direction for our friend. 

According to my calendar, we got a new season tod a y but 
I heard nothing mentioned about it on the radio although 
I have no doubt summer has indeed arrived. At the 
. same time the Catholic Church got a new Pope, Italy 
got a new Government.and" possibly Louella got a 
new family. There was some kind of doings in t he Unicorn 
House at supper time and'I am hoping it was some goslings 
but I thought it pointless to distrub the mama by inverstigating 
since it was too late to turn out the little ones, if any, to grass. 

You m a y be sure, however, that I shall be making a call on the expectant mot 
at dawning and if this evening rumpus indicates that the stork did arrive, 

I shall let the uh ole faily go for a stroll through the gourd >and 
vegetable gardens, 

I had a fine example this? morning to 
demonstrate how news reports can be handled. Yesterday when 
talking with Carmen , I asked her to let me know by 'phone during the day 
in case she happened to hear of a new Pontif 

were chosen on the first three ballots. Carmen, having been 
active in the newspaper field, usu a lly makes it t a point 
to report things with precission except when she 
lets personal bi a s invent shadings. With 

these f a cts in mind, I was moved to laugh in my beard at what happened, 

Around 6 o'clock this morning, I chanced.to tune in 

on a news flash from Rome, stating that a new Pope had 

been chosen a nd that he had selected the name 

of Paul Vl, A little later Carmen called 

to tell me a new Pope had been elected and that he had chosen 
the name of D a v1fd,lV, I th a nked her, wondering 
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vid 


IV bu naturally 


htw she could have trgi sformed E P a ul Vl int» 
said nothing. At coffee, however, I thought 
mine hostess might find this unexpected report mildly sur¬ 
prising but she didn’t, * 

"If his n a me is Paul Vl, I think he 
should be called by that naie," w a s the observation, 

, 7 - Wa3 at * nce a lit tle 3urprised and altogether 

delighted that the Archbishop of Mil a n should have been given 
o; triple crown. As I may haveindicated previously, I found 


him 


out , 


m y f q verite candidate because he was said to be John XIlll's 
choice but when it was reported that P a pal 
heirs" were never voted into the post of St, Peter, 
and if ter yesterday s b a lloting had failedto get any 
positive results, I h a d* assumed my candidate had already lost 
I was amused at supper last night when J, H., speaking to the 
clerk when discussing a new Pope, opined it would 
be dreadful if we got Montini because "he 

is said to be a liberal", Always a conservative in politics, 
o, H, might well be understood to f vor con- * 

servativ.es in that field but for him, a n,n-C a tholic, to 
Q6t ucrvtus the veligi$us ift— 

clinationsof a new he a d of theChurch re a lly sounded 

odd , 


James dropped in a t IS j30 noon. He maintains 
hisdetermination to keep g n y but it 
is obvious he is having grave thoughts about 
the new resident on Williams Avenue, Kay 
has chartered a » a mbul a nce plane to 
bring the lady over here a nd her arrival is ex¬ 
pected on the 30th, Kay expects her~ residence in this 
Parish may be permanent, I doubt if Aunt 

I'/r/t/T* i. 0 ’.'? alth.ugh s he may have changed 

rrnhVvf. ?*! * IV’’ 10 ' sH l talked mitl ‘ at Th a ntsgiutng tine. Ur8. 
.rabtree has relatives, —her son a nd wife and 

their children, in Charleston a nd it is doubtful 

Vfshe would consider taking up her residence over 

this way permanently, Kay's surgery is scheduled for 


r ,. 7 ,, n+ T ■ .. . - '' jr 0^ r y is scheduled fo\ 
July 9th, it is said, and after that j reckon there 
will be v a rious problems to b& ironed out 

So summer gets under way and I concentrate on how 
things ae going in Lyme . 






12475 


Sunday, June S3rd, 1963, 


Memoranndum : 

clear, humid and 90-ish with big old 

- 7 U Jlil rh f a - d c if u s “ lurking around the horizons, 
electrifying the ether w a ves and 'spilling a dab of 
moisture here a nd there but none here over the weekend, 

mernin 3 the ValleyElectric had it annual 
su scnber3 pew-wow in Hatchiteches,' • 'AS ' • * 
there were no candidates to step up the 
voting the present officers automatically 

it fuch nnu V s "-•!«<>*«*• are lucky number prices 

at such annual gatherings and people from all 

Volk* d fti e +l eV Y a i' ad J* 0 V lt Paris ' ttfs join with Natchitoches 
folks for the frolic at theF a ir Grounds in town and 

I guess there are fully as many people■ of 
color attending a s white, 

'this year an electric range was among the 

a d d rW r ,l 2eS ri a1ld tller J Were a C9U P le •/ electric fans and about 
a dozen or a dozen and a half electric irons.- 

J, H,, Ab Woods and one Taylor, the 

i U fUr.ll M V r r‘ % T/** * / Ferrid <V. cams U Yucca in the 
afteroon as J, H, had promised Mr, T a ylor a Melrose 

tour. I laughed at JL 1 three of them for 
having given awa so m a ny electric irons as prizes 

if t V U lmllt* e + l sctric ir * n is said to usb more electricity 

VaUe^Bllttlii * 1*1 d ™ e J Uc 9 adget a nd by giving users of 
Muhldyfii+t * electric ity such a jinks was like presenting 

J. V H told te a h W Jh n * le P h * ni * me V laughed at my jibes and later 
n ell ?! h . Jt 2 Murphy Brown, a field hand, who had won 

a electric iron that if he were smart, he would 

toss it slap into the river but Murphy demurred, savin he 
ms mghty prtud ,/ his pries and fanUi llis /,1k, t, 

it nil't aVe -V, i* Uit they wiU and the st °ck holders 
if not Murphy will be the richer. 

« . r ; • t r • • (f •< ' •. 1 

• » • 

Viis afternoon Blythe and Joan, of all people, 
appeared . I met them by the-Africdh House when 

io W ih*n t nlni/ r0Tni! V “ ,lana garden a nd so we turned b a ck 

nhri SSe t le 9 ardeu * * inspect the tomato plants, etc., 

l >' UeW V' urds > some of which are 7 uite oretty in their presen- 
pastel sha es. We returned to I U cca afterward and ? 

% S \ V . 

s4't r Sii 8' • « ItC Jr'ftnjr r 5:'60S ' il sfcii 
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Chatted /»r an htur «r so and it was all very gay. 

iVhat impressed me most, 1 guess, was Jlythe's 
failrue to make any reference to her Arkansas hitch¬ 
hiker and the adventure with same. After the first half 
of chtchat, I casually remarked : 

Tell me about your recent trip to Baton Rouge 
and- your adventures 

"Oh," responded Blythe with equal casualnes 3 , " that 
Baton Rou e Legislature really is a specatacle, 
is :> 't it, 


Monday, June 84th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


Clear and humid this morning. A shower arrund 4*30 
a nd continued high humidity and cloudiness tonight. 

Vie best part of a busy daywa 3 the arrival of the post , 
r r ?" 91 " 9 newa jS friend, and the plans for today and the morrow 
j. ncei scarcely say the little chapel continues its viqil and 
tomorrow morning bright and early before things are 
astir m Lyme, even in spite of the time difference, a special 
service will be he}d there for the welfare of our friendd. 

today was punctuated with people from morning until 
night and 1 got nothing done than I had hoped to 
undertake although nothing was important on the 
agenda. 

Thelma Kyser called between 7 and 8 to ask if she might come 
down at 9. he might. And c-me she did at 9:30 and remained 
until after 11 ., bringing with her many tid-bits which I 
thought altogether delightful on her part. »e talked of many 
things including the impending August European trip and I gave 
her the l enry Adams title about Mont St. Michel which 
1 thought she might o well to look through in its early paces 
before she heads out for q major visitation to Normandy and* 
Brittany. a 

- Wit} \ V, ie Tnorniu 0 pretty well taken up by such business, 

. cleared the decks for a dab of loon news before jumping into 
the vegetable garden to direct P a l at some local undertakings 
m that quarter, 


The Legislature had, indeed, just ended a. 
special session yesterday • 

"There was something I have been intending to a sk you 
ab»ut but I an t recall wrfi t it is,,,. 0 something 
about Arkansas, but it eludes me," I went on. 


Blythe said she couldn't think of anything that had 
happened up that a y and I said it was probably something 
abou a friend of 1 *urs up that way and 1 t it go. 

Perhaps, I figured, Joan had not been with her at the time of 
the adventure but ather Mrs .Brewer or somebody and she 
didn't want tv mention it. ‘Vien I wondered Af-the 
t a lke told me original ly had been a manufacture red one and 
I shall find out'one of these days, . 

. i ; »* r j. r v. .. f \' / .V 

* 

Blythe did not go up to Princeton when her 
grandson, Randy Jack, graduated, She said he was 
jmong the ; 87 out of 7 00 singled out for special honors, She 
said hiss tanding had been so fine, he had flown down to New Orlea 
to take the examinations for the H hodes SchSlarships but 
"instead of Randy getting it, 8 ome old nigger fromCalifornia got i 

John Wenk Was here until this a fternoon when he 
returned to New u rle a ns for a summer session of 
MedicalSchool, ,4s I understand it, he 

will be doing lk a er a biory work and thus be able to 
get away frequently on weekends. J. H. bought him 
a couple of hundred dollars worth of clothes and 
urged him todress in a more spiffy sf-sion. /. has 
alre a dy told him he will guarantee his expenses through 
medical school and 1 hope the boy does make it alright for his 
whole childhood and youth has been lived through 
such a disordered domestic experience that it is 
a wonderhe can keep his mind on anything. Fortunately, 
he finds the local scenesympathetic and says he gets 
more here on a weekend than any place he has ever known. 

And so a quiet weekend comes to a close and I shall be 
the happier when I receive news of promise from Lyme •••••• 


± naa zoia vtie clerK ± was expecting Sterling L 'ook this 
sc, at 18 when the clerk 'phoned from the store that some pe 
expected had arrived, —he said they were awaiting me at 
the f ront gate, —I cut off the news before it got 
started and moseyed to the front gate here £ found no 
sterling cook or anyone else but there was a car. J 
journeyed hack to the big house where the 
cook told me she had sent seme people to Yucca. 
i 8 rr>c eeded there and found a r. and Mrs. Semebcdy and d aug 
lad told the clerk they were expected and then told me the 
same tale, ihey hailed from Emporia, Kansas, —the 
gentleman saying he is a banker, and he reported that he had 
been sent* py t jliss I'/ord of Shreveport, of all people, who was 









V 


1 


_ . ,;rrB.i™rr 

From the 


Francois Mignon Papers, IN-3889 


_ in Che Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 


V) 

■ 12‘178 


<vu;t 


12479 


* t 


Well, for all J know, the Lost Word may have 'phoned hut 
I never got the message, and he it remembered 
I haven't heard from her in a couple of years any! 100000 % 

I gave the Emporians a- tour, returning to Yucca 
t inking 1, might find Sterling whom I did expect hut found James 
instead, He remained for a couple of hours 
and then left whenSterling, whom he had met 
in' Hew Orleans, did inteed arrive , Well, Lord t 
the reports on I, S, Willard and other doings at the upper 
Williams avenue house were incredible for confusion and 
then James left and Sterling remained until 
nearly five o'clock when Joe Henry arrived,asking me 
to help him wi6th a report covering an R,E,A, 
convention he had attended in Cincinnati last week, Joe 
had much to say on other matters, how neither he nor Pat 
approves of the Melrose sale and how he 

is hoping to form a corporation and somehow ease out those who insist 
on a sale, —thetwo youngest members of Miss Cammie's offspring, And t ht 
came supper and then came other duties and so here I am now, 

v ■ » * 

'"A nd so a lot of things i should have attended to 
during the day must t be taken care tf now and I shall shortly 
roll up my 3leeeves and get to 
knocking out same, I am forever impressed by 
the ressure of time which seems to exert itself in the 
country as well as in ur§ a n centers, 

I was delighted to find lots of full grown belle peppars 
at Ghana to send along with Thelma when 
»/ifi returned home. Across the fence there 
will be an early morning dcligvcry of 
toothsome delectakles from the garden, too, for the 
morrow there seems to be a dcy planned for south 

Louisiana folks when food and card games will undoubtedly be to the fore. 

What with one thing and anotherfM- missed all 
news broadcasts today but 1 am hoping to ' - 
catch up with some of them later tonight on re- 
broqdcasts, / take it the President is making 

pleasant undertakings heyord the Rhine and 
may the good work continue, Off ~hdnd, it would seem as 
thought the world might be coming into a safer balance and 
surely the contrib tion from the gentleman from 
Washington must~be contributing considerabl y at the moment, 

Maythe morrow turn out wonderfully in Lyme,,,,,, 


Tuesday, June 25th, 1965, 


i e t 


would 
of at 


atft or 

5 I £ - O 




; y v-:. si - :-; * . ft- net: /l” •*>. a.'. 1 't . 

Memorandum : 

Cloudy'and humid at dawning, fair, hot and cloudless the 
balance of the day and tonight there s a levely new moon. 

It goes without saying I awakened this morning with thoughts 

centered on Lyme and it seemed wonderfully 
mindful when I steeped into the little chapel to direct 
my thoughts toward' those with many thoughghts a bo* divine 
assistance during the ensuing day, I realise 
time can be better spent by little Miss Lee 
these days than in correspondence but a card 
be just grand if letters aren t to be thought 
the moment. 

Today turned out like yesterday in the jam up of 
ncople and inability on my part to get anything done, 
i did get a chance to hear MorganBeatty between 6;30 a 
6• 45 tonight, after which J, H, f 'phoned from 

Cufa Zurj’/atu/ally, it »as d.rt W™ “ 

gone but there was a pretty mo*n by way of compensation for 
me when * returned here from the front gate, 

I had started a column early in the day but interrupt ions 

knocked it out a nd I shall try to/] uish First 

I fold up my beard tonight • I think I called 
g n v of Summer but the writing of'■the thing seems to 
be“spreading over a greater length than the day itself, 

'IV.. '-'IV 5-- - I : * - II 

Among today’s callers whom I had not expected 
but whom I was glad to see was Dr,Talley of ■ J ew rle a ns. 
r 9 I anumberofyears she has been purchasing primitives 
from the local artist, often sending her canvases and paints, 
picking up 8 or 10 pictures when jaaau* 
this way and having others forwarded by mail, m 


and 
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short she has probably been one of the artist's better 

and me e censtant customers and relations have always been most 

cordial between the doctor and artist. Accordingly she 

was somewhat taken a back today when she dropped in on the artist 

to pick up some pictures, order some more and present the 

artist with seme materials, fifteen dollars worth of paint, 

etc,, etc,, and when she get ready to leave, the 

artist told her she would have to have a deposit on the 

pictures she had just ordered • I*7ie» I 

see lames, I must remember to tell him about that 

and I can already hear him sayings 

"That's our River Uueen, big hearted 
grandm a of the old school 


I haven't had an opportunity to make any calls 
during the daylight hours although I did want to make 
one or two to people like Clara Genung who doesn't 
getaround much, I got hooked by a few in-coming calls, 
however, —people' who have folks here from California, 
Wisconsin or where ever, wanting to make appointments 
and whenever possible 1 have made it a point to say But Ho, 

* . A. * 


In the vegetable garden I made a discovery 
ted ay» thanks t- the cooperation •J Boreath a and Pal . 
which explains the disappearance of d 1 the peppars I seem to 
raise, Tie culprit turns ou to be Madam Lee, wife 
of the overseer, who, knowing that I go for coffee across 
the fence at 9, has been making it a habit to 
invade the garden and make a haul without saying a 
word to anyone • She seems like a nice little body, 
gossipy and dull but with a l pleasant and why she should 
think she ha3 a right to steal from theGhana garden, 

I haven't the slightest idea, I have put 


out the word that I don't want vegetables picked before I have been 
consulted since I have photographic plans that the plucking might 
ruin a nd p rhaps that will slow down the pilfering 
and it if doesn't I shall undertake another method. 


Andy dropped in between jumps this afternoon, J, H, 
took him to the^Alexandria hospital the othe day. He 
got some medecine which may help although more 
food and less licquer would probably be good, too,,,,,. 


Wednesday , une 26th, 19 63. 


M^mroandumi 

o, 

Pure humid summer, 

- • , •> ■ 1 * 1 - • , * \ ,i 

Tcday Was like Monday and Tuesday in so far as 
any absence of time to do much but try to dis¬ 
entangle one's self from people, 

* 

There was a barrage of telephone cdLls’this morning 
from various quarters, asking for appointments for 
a tour, I hoped to get some work done 
in the morning and some Wednesday cleaning attended to 
in the aftenoon but with scant success, 

«. r.y'O Vi S.-.V f'Z Vsfrn *58*. 1 

Sally Farrell was the one I enjoyed most, 

J, H, brought her over here around 2:30, I was 
up to my hips in endeavors and a 2I adrip with plain sweat but 
regardless of that, Sally insisted on embracing me which 
wa3 certainly a d a mp one, 

• - 

If she could only write a bout her Soviet visit as entertainingly 
as she can talk it, her article would have been ’ 
interesting. She especially liked her 
pilgrimage to Tols oy's country placc"~and says all the 
Russians in the party seemed to hold the writer s house and tomb 
in unrestrained venerationShe said everything 
was done to make their visit delightful and that there were 
people from various parts of the Soviet empire along in 
most of theplaces visited, ..^people from Poland, 

Bulgaria, etc. She said the Russian 

libraries obviously possess no end of printed 

material about America, -~remark„bly extensive, 

in fact. So far as she could make out, however, there is 

but a single catch but a very telling one and 

that is that while the printed material is indeed there, only 

limited, prob a bly very limited numbers of people have 

access to it, 

• 

I was provoked there were so many interruptions 
while she was here and I could have gone on for hours, I understood 
thatsome time, perhaps a year, following her return home, 
she was asked by anF.B, 1, agent if she had had a n y contacts 
with a nyone from Russia whom she had met while abroad. She 
told the agent that she h a d indeed chanced to meet a man 
a nd perhaps hi3 wife, apparantly quite by chance in a 







i 
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Thursday, June 87th, 19 63. 

* - 



ewYork restaurant and a pparantly the man and his wife 
recognised her and they chatted for a Sew moments. Hie 
age^t asked the name of the restaurant. I thought this an 
interesting sidelight a iid hope I get it straight, Sallu said 
she fas glad the F. B. I. ma s vatlhing oner hlr Lt fSite in gest 


Just as Sally left, — a nd she insisted 

r it v ■rn ^ . -X m . _. n > /V 


Bat ' n *°uge visit, a l a dy who 


IS 


J tafcc tme 

a of Cl if Byrd, along wYth several other people, 

appeared. On the strength of the relati onship with Clif. I 

XTfllr or ground. We had reached the library 

when Sour or five Californians opened the door a nd stepped in. 

I advanced and stepped them out. On the front gallery 
ti’icy said they had so hoped they might see the * 

African Hose. I escorted them around the big house, not through 
and gave them a good look at it while they 3 

n „in ] ri ed p i ct > xir , es ** and a couple of peacocks on 

men asked iTthY, U * aC * te 9Ueata and one of the 

men asked if they might see the inside of the Afraican House. I 

him if he knew about the c ajtiel who asked the Arab if he might 

thl r U m l US i de the tent • c cilifornia dtdnt seem to like 

the camel-Arab story and I didYt like h a ving to drag it 

hfldV.L Y 6 M ,leUSe pnd c olif»™ia retreated whence 

l 'f ninult « d » unannounced and without permission. 

a f. P Y.°+ P i e * -~ Man y in fact, crash the Uo Admittance sign on the 
a car paZ7UTr?fj:i 7^ th ‘^‘ V -l? they lan n.Uce 

;.*'■*? sigifien’V’.'perlitve if a car 

UnW Te'lf/f »»* ^ V - 

gate\ 


it, 


ask 


the 

fro 


notirJY r l W T er l f l h YY e9 Y lp but U9He a "U interest, 
loticid as I st a rted to le a ve the big house after 

I P f P YYl at 2* three or four adults heading 
1 fa-ed b a ck into the house and left by an exit on 

Y L 3 l de i tr I T M9d ^ *• no more pilgrims 
tod y and besides, I w a nted together some tomatoes 
ed them from 3 ight. 


toward 
the 


the Africa ; 


before drakness ci 


I am gathering some new potatoes tomorrow 

exreliioTii **5 S irst y 9U "9 ones of the sea 

exceptionally delectable. 


3on are 


....ft *f utad.rful being a .u te spend a few quiet 


Sri. 


Memorandum .; __ t 

. ... \ ( • ^" . .. » f . 

Summer from 70 to 90. 

o 

A busy day but less dizzy, than the three pre- 
cceding ones. The.re were people and people, of course, but 
opportunities along the way tocatch one’s breath, 
climb into a fresh shirt and so en a 

The mail indicates Martha G.Robins on is 
in Venice. How that girl dees get around. 

>3s for Miss l>ormon, she speaks for herself and the guineas. 

I must pen her a line just for fun. 

fames dropped in for an early afternoon chat 
sort of 18 !30 to 8. He says Aunt ^illie. is now 
expected •?> Monday , July 1st. 

Doreatha’s brother, Robert Anthony, tapped at my 
door a t first dark. He hadn t heard from his wife since taking 
her to the Shreveport hospital on the 85th and was naturally 
anxious tolearn how she was faring. It turns out she 
was faring very well and that shortly after her a dmision 
to the hospital, she g n ve.birth to twins, a bey and a gril.. 

And so now she and Robert are the proud parents of six instead 
of four children. There s a ten year stretch between the 
twins and the preceeding child. This suld seem to suggest 
that the little ones ougl^t to have ample nurses when they 
return from the hospital. 

In view of my absence from home base so much of the time during 
the last three days, I suppose ,I may have 
missed a phone call or tow.-and undoubtedly one 
such may h a ve been from Natalie. One thing is 
certain, I do not have her Lyme address but can 
probably get it readily enough by calling the newspaper 
office for,as 1 recall, she had copies sent her during her 
absence last summer and I have no doubt she did the same thing 
this year I haven't any news for her c 

but thought it would be pleasant to dro^p her a note of g reeting 

» • . 1 .. 

In pursuance of a request of J^iss Kate Perkins, I 
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? riday, June 28th, 19 63. 


oiled the sisters Haupt, —Bertha und Hope, the other 
day and having reached then, confessed I didn't know 
why I was making the call ether than that Miss K a te 
h^d asked me to, Hope laughed and said Miss x<L ate is always asking 
them to do the same thing, I don't recall if I mentioned something 
Hope said that interested me mildly, --something 1 had never thought 
a^out befo re. She has a cousin in her 90's whom they 
wished to provide attention in a nursing home for the oldsters, They 
found yie that was just to everybody's liking but they 
couldn t get the patient into the place because she is 
a B a ptist or some such and it seems this particular 
nursing home iuxx is a ^hristi^x Science one a n d 
therefore nobody who isntacquai nted with the healing power 
of Mrs,Eddy's Science andRcligion can matriculate since 
the uupsing is done by Christie Science readers rather 
than physicians,Breadt of knowledge in the religious and 
health fields take on an importance, it would seem, and a girl 
never knows to what convenience 3he is going to find same, 

i ,. , r \ * • •' * •• •> 

; i 4 

I am glad 1 got some reports of the days doings 
in Ireland by the President, All 

the news commentators.I have heard have agreed the President's 

Germany visit was a spectacular success and apparently 

the Irish effort is equally so, I believe the Kennedy's are 

under a cloud at ‘ J atalie's house but perhaps she will be 

interested in reading otitis week's doings even if she doesn't applaud, 

* 

Th a nks to our recent rains, the vegetable sections are bringing 
forth no end of products and I wish you m ght be here at even tide to 
stroll through theGhana parterres, plucking toothsome fresh tomatoes 
and breathing in the declious aromas from the sweet basil, sage 
and other frangrat pl a nts, Ihe egg plants look so opulent at the momei 
and the depth of their violet-purple shadings is just grand, The 
crepe myrtles are at their lovliest and the entire g a rdenis 
alike a joy to the sense of sight, taste and smell, 

► t/i •. ' ‘ \ , ' '• , X » ' 

Pal and I planted several new rows of <• 
betts, all the bountiful supplies from that quarter having 
been exhausted, and tomorrow I shall further operations while Pal 
takey his brother,Atmos, to Shreveport hospital to see about 
what s left of the latter’s leif, partially lost at Easter,,,,,, 


Memorandum: *• 

Mostly fair, all humid and rather warm. The 
air crackled this afternoon when local thunder storms 
dumped an inche and mere of water on town and much wind and 
water fell on Alexandria but we got nothing but the crackling and 
tonight the sky is cloudless and the waxing moon grand, 

• 

Havint said that much, 1 paused for an hour and a half 
for a go at things with I, S ,7/illard who called and read her 
account of the JoyousOoast for the December Hedges Magasette 
to me, I sent my viccc tfbout Melrose in last April\ 
as I recall. Carmen is do Tig one or ’rtchitoches, believe, 

- .seems to me a page and a half of text was 
requested and I, S, Willard ran her to three pages, 
having several houses instead of one, to cover. She began hers 
vitn a 4 year old child going ^own the river as a mood approach, 
then switched to an account of Oaklawn, Oakland . Ec a ufort, 






reform and Magnolia and then concluded with the mood manner, 

Hobody handles such things alike'and I should never have attempted 
what she did, Then the blue pencil of the Hditor 
gets going to bring her manuscript down to half its 
present extent, 1 know not hew the initial effect 

of the write will coincide with the final rendition by the printer, 

!t 3 mildly amusing that I get most of my news from 
I, S,W, concerningpreparatiens for the reception of the Bluff lady, 
T, reports that she herself is le a ving town on Mm Sunday, 

to attend a scholastic meeting in BatonRouge Monday, the d ay i on 
which Aunt"illie is expected, 4s of " 4 V f 

tonight, nothing had been seen of the furniture 
forwarded from a Charleston warehouse to the 
upper Williams Avenue house so that there is much 
distre ss, naturally enough, on Kay's pa°rt as to how Aunt 
Willie will make out on her arrival there. 

According to K a y' s report to I, S,1V,, and 
somehow the thing seems pretty incredible, the 
van hearing the furniture left Charleston a 
couple of weeks back. It is said, however, that 
the truck driver was taken ill in Atlanta and 
hospitalised a nd the truck left there and iiobody advised. And 
so it is assumed the truck with its furniture is somewhere in 
Atlanta and that is that, I had nevSr supposed 
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a D halt a " d remained stationary 
f a druer fell ill. Be that as it may. the t ruck has never 
t "\ an zPP ea rance here and whether AuntWHU w m 
delay her departure from heme or maintain heroriainal 
shcedule or what, j wouldn’t knew. •ngmal 

» 

1 fu aen't had a report on thep-rty for the 
correspondents the Enterprise planned to unroll late 
this afternoon at their house. As the rains 
came around 4, I assume the dampness may have cone out of 
things somewhat by whatever time the 9 S 

gathering was supposed to take place 

At coffee this morning, there was quite 
m a ccount of a busy bit of doings on the 'phone 

last night. The cdL 1 was from the wife of / 

mss Cam s youngest son who lives in Pecan Park / 

trying to get in touch will ' / 

tulbn^l n i * S miUe h93tess S°r it seems the 

£?£ .X 

:;Vv^ rs 

H.a tU business endei up I knew net but * . 

HYeZe^CIts&Utl/'l 1 ^/* ,12 r'latUnsHip 

•Part brsneh ./ this family. ' *’ ,Str,us Feoan 

lett/fAAi S J' r i !“*-<'• J • *• r *° d ®« a 

a least one point that seemed quite odd • 

has been thought of a sale I !!’ . . . * ‘ ' 

old, and there are no J aw Seising 

milllin'^ftv^'Vi 136 ! ~~ alld i f somebody wants to g ive three 

y.uZ s x ht / ui saie c9ui ie ej,/ected hut 

ihe'trchfl flaTferTl'LTel £“£* 1 "* /-*'* »» 

remarking that I doubted if the three e<7 ! *!* 

Ty a l e ntZ e s7 d tkS > res ^ c W a salTu^*® ° ‘ Udrfi " th9 

a* y enzrius iasm % 

K 9 * • 

O?" * h « 2 tfau«s /or 

J C ^artinsvilie wedding a »d expects 

ii S/T" 

tf « 

alfthe^'yTrinZ'e uT^fTn^/ui aTf/.Tf VAutt .. 
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Sunday, June 30th, 19 63. 


Ifamc randum : 

The hot, humid weather continues, partly cloudy 
in the mornings with widely scattered afternoon showers and 
the weather bureau says "no change for Monday and Tuesday". 

,ie had half an inch rain Saturday night and a sprinkle this noon. 
Something tells me the CBS Alexandria news man mis-read his 
script o bit when this evening he reported that yesterday 
Alxandria had had a 24 inch rain in 30 minutes. I 
sssume the guy may have fallen in Red River while readinq his 
instruments. ^ 

% 

It is wonderful to have the .'edhescay and < 

--L.' j messages from Lyme. I. rejoice with you 
that our pet patient, having gone through the rigors of 
earlier in the week may now be studying a bout returning heme. 

I siicll await further news with as much patience as I can 
muster, holding the thought that all goesrapidly in 
the right direction. 

I can readily appreciate little Miss Lee's uncertainty 
about $he immediate calendar. Everyone with a heart will 
appreciate the situation. 

It w a s good to learn that contact had been effected with 
■ Jatalie. I tried getting her, daughter for the Lyme address but 
could, t get through. The subscription department at 
the newspaper did not function on Saturday and so I failed 
to catch up with it there but I shall get it from one 
source or another. It certainly would be easy enough to call the 
ijjicc but I feel inclined to skip contacts in that direction 
when the legal mills qre turning so rapidly as I have no doubt 
they are although I have no doubt my inquiry would be 
answered with promptness and kindliness. 

Ihe local weekend got into quite a family shambles 
without previous advise. Without fort a rning, in fact, 

Sister and daughter blew in Saturday noon and John 
■'■e n k appeared from the opposite point of the comsas at about 
the same time Celeste had departed for St. Martinsville just 
before the Wenks struck the place • 

_ a .\ o, *t *V f ■ r <*> ' * ' r. • w , - V ' .. 

L/oe Called me this morning saying he reckoned I couldn't 
be pried loose from Yu ca to journey as far afield as 
town to sup with Juanita A. and him tonight. He didn't mention 
others who had been bidden but I learned that J. H. t Sister and 

daughter had already been issued invitations and I was 
glad I politely declined. 




ISIS? 










•I 
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j. H, had 'phoned me around 8 this morning, inviting 
me to breakfast with him at home and, of course, I accepted. 

a didn't talk much but he vplonteered he had had a chat with 
his niece last night and had ttld her that if she would 
take off 45 pounds, there might be a chance to talk about 
having the new car she has been pestering the family about, 

J . H. said the girl is too fat and slyly opined that possibly 
both he and I might stand some dieting, too. With 

equal slyness, I responded that perhaps we could be induced to do so 
if we could find somebody to make us the same offer 
his niece had received. We both laughed but 
I think the remark must have flustered him inwardly although he 
didn't reveal it from outward appearances, A little 
l a ter, however, he remarked that the coronation in Rome was 
going to be broadcast a t 4:30 this - fternoon and I responded 
I thought the program was scheduled for 20;30./cr the United States, 

He said I w a s mistakened and the thing was going to be broadcast live, 

I asked him if 4j3D live from Rome — Rome time, —was understandable 

alright b t wouldn't it make it mighty late in Rome if we 

received it live in this country at that hour. He said that 

this would be natural enough since we are 5 or 6 hours>ahead of Rome Time, 

I said-. "Oh" and let it go iut later when I remarked that the 

sun rose in the east this morning a nd there was no telling 

what time it was anywhere under the circumstances, 

v-v-INJ.M ft* <* i ftio -> 5 ' • *' * C i vV: t * • * --V> 

My Saturday afternoon was at once busy and dizzy. The Wendel 
Harrises were on schedule for a tour and so were some 
Lake Charles people, friends of the , Chockleys, I 
should have cancelled both, had I been able to contact the 
pilgrims when I discovered Shreveport had blown in This 
morning Juanit a B, 'phoned to Say Pat's cousin with. 
wife and sister from'the Xi io Grande were in town "and w a nted 
a tour. We agreed on 2:30 in spite of the knowledge that 
the Spirit of Confusion brooded over the place. They 
came at the appointed hour but I didn't see 
Pat who rem a ined at the store while the folks were here, 

IaS3ume it was a desire to avoid meeting his auntie, 

I think that by some stroke of good luck, his ai ntie must 
h a ve been asleep while the tour,w-s in progress . 
for she did not put in qi} appearance, unlike her daughter the 
d a y before who had dogged every step of the two tours 
I carried through qH d her presence cramped the whole business 

I btpe U get sente r a die listening attended t teniglit 


0 
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Menday, July 1st, 2963. 

c 

Memorandum• 

» • 

Sunny dl morning and sprinkley from then until now. 

La Storm arrived at 22 this morning by ambulance 
plane from Charleston, An ambulance was a waiting her 
at the air port, Shbalked about riding in it to the Williams 
Avenue residence but finally capitulated. As 
for the Williams Avenue residence itself, a series of 
untoward things have happened there during the past week. 

First the carpet for one room wasn't to be found in theChicago 
shipme t with the others, 1 believe after much doings, 
it was tracked down in Dallas, The contractor of the newly contrived 
winiis i §ix haiided $ vcv the keys last week- and as MsjUbvy Jenes is 
cj l excellent one, the newly constructed residence was accepted, 

A day or two later, it was discovered the special 
ice box wasn t functioning. Later the air 
conditioning was turned on to be left running” for the 
balance of the season, A. day or two later on going to the 
house, it was discovered a plumber had forgotten to* 
do something a bout a pipe in the attic and water had been pouring 
down for days. Ceilings and w a lls were in a condition only little 
Miss Lee could appreciate, The carpets, a 22 of which had 
rubber padding, were soaked gJid accordingly would have to 
be taken up, A Union mix-up came when one 7 lumber 
present could check the uncapped pipe as far as where it was 
supposed to join but didn't. There-was much 

casting about to find another plumber who was entitled to take 
up the matter to the next step, TheCharleston furniture 
is sitting somewhere in Atlanta and James who was here this afternoon 
reports Kay took all this with remarkable fortitude, There 


are several 
enough to make 


points a 


c 


bout other disasters 
it all sound incredible, 


k t the a kove are 


as 


I hqd to make a round at the store when oam.es departed 
around 5:30, The clerk told me Pat's cousin and his 
wife were somewhere in the garden. This seemed 
odd to me that they should have a second tour within 24 hours 
they ere here yesterday with Juanita B, Recalling 
that years ago the same youth had been here for a week and 
took away many souvenirs" with him, I hastened 
to catch up with him and his wife. I- found them in 
Ghana, ransacking the cabinet in which oersoncl belongings 
are stored. mis didn't seem like Walking in the garden. 
r:c sat down at that point and a n endurance test began, all very polite 
and friendly. In the course of conversation that lasted too lonq. 
the young man rema- heA -se^.cthing a bout a n old 

Daguerreotype in the bottom draw of a desk in the big house where 
the couple had been before going to $h a n a . Fin a lly they 
said they had been in the library, too, and should like to go 


i 
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up 


. .the 
' d • 

and leek 




but 


ihtuldn ,t think 
town ~nd occasi uvally tfl 

hock but I continued 


with them but , , 
e gentleman would 

standing and 


get 


oVfJsat 

\a y u i ► u Mown* at another V n> m u u ± u v >» v » ititg u u uu i»u 

around 4 130 they said, although it was raining, they thought 
it would be nice going k q ck to theAfrican House. I 
accompanied them. Finally they left and I was glad. 

Pat is said to be inAlexandria or was there this afternoon. 

He is consulting a specialist a bout a kidney stone operation and 
it is only three and a half weeks until he and Juanita B. 
are supposed to head out for Europe. 

I pick up news from the strangest quarters, it seems to me. 

And one bit of news with a slightly different twist came 
from several quarters today wheji news of last night's doings at 
the loc^al honkey-tonk was circulating • .7 he 

artist s daughter, Jackie,'who lives across the road from the 
artist, went to the honkey-tonk last night. 

She and the maid of_my neighbor across the fence disagreed • » some 

point c nd Jackie re ched into, her pocketbook and pulled out 

a revolver. Her son, Clyde Claude Emmett Lavis, junior, 

snatched the revolver from °ackie's hand before she could 

fire. Jackie then flew out of the honkey-tonk 

and headed down the road. Her son, Junior, thought 

she might be going for a rifle either at her house or the 

a rtist s, and so he headed dowy the road, only to 

encounter his mam a returning to the honkey-tonk bearing the 

aforesaid rifle Some gun play developed as between 

Jackie and Junior and, in testimony that would please 

~ny marksman 1 s court, neither succeeded in winging the other • 

As has been remarked somewhere before, the delightful part 
about living in the country is that nothing ever happens 
there. 

M a ude was ou with a shotgun today, hunting for husband, 
Fug a bou and on Saturday night five Ethopians from town 
invaded the local honkey-tonk and set upon £> K. D., 
brother-in-law of Sam Brown, and while a couple of the youths held 
K. D%, another one or two carved him up and alopped him over the 
head so that K, D. is currently on the "resiting list". 

Verily the sultry weather is doing fine things for the 
population generally, 

Blythe's grandson, Randy Jack, dropped in this mo ning with 
some Cincinnati gal, "'following a 'phone call from 
Blythe this morning at 7. We had a pleasant hour 4 
togetAeti now I must do a few letters and get . 

’a dab of sleep before tomorrow's dawn tries to g et 
ahead of me. Mythoughts flow so constantly .toward little 
Miss Lee and our mutual Patient...... 


Tuesday, July Snd, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 

Fair, humid and 90. 

Pal fell off the wagon again last Friday and hasn't 
climbed back bn yet. I am accordingly trying to 
keep things going straight in the kitchen garden 
but it would be easierif Pal would lay off the liquor 
and get back to giving me a hand. 

Yesterday there had been a lot of t a lk about 
having gumbo today. J. H., who never is interested 
in food, seemed especially impatient to have the 
okra gumbo tod a y since he will be dining 
at the big house until Celeste gets back from the 
wedding . . 

I accordingly be-3tirred myself about 4:30 this 
morning and rounded up the okra• There was such a 
heavy dew, I was so a ked before 1 had felt out the 
fruit on the first of half a hundred stalks but I got 
the okra and we had the gumbo and it was grand. Mr. Wolf 
of Alexandria .who is acting as agent in disposing of the 
plantation s a t next to me and across from him sat a 
representative of 0 . P. Lenn a rd, said to b e a big Texas 
investor of real estate, reputedly owning more than 
127 ,000 acres. J. H. says he is too tight to 
spend a ny money onjt this place. Let us hope. 

My morning was taken up with a flock of 
things including the couple from Camden, 

Arkansas, a k»ut whom Ann Cordell had written me seme 
time b a ck. The lady hails from some place that 
used to be in£ Hungry but now is in Rumania. I 
found them sympathetic and was 

glad of an opportunity to ask somebody from . 

Camden what people in that are a thought a bout 

the disappearance of that lady lawyer of that place 

some years ago and of whom no trace has ever been found. 

They told me there were two or three notions 

n bout the mys ery by town's people, the 

one that has persisted being that a 


4 
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Wednesday, JulyZrd, 2963. 
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wealthy man of c a mden might know something a bout 

it, This man h a d a wife wht w a s very wealthy and the lady, lawyer 

was handling the legal matters having tt dt with the settlement 

of the estate, The theory that gained circulation 

~nd persisted is that for seme reason the husband did net 

want the lady lawyer h c ndling the leg a l Papers and therefore 

wtuld find it convenient for himself if the lady 

should disappear,I Relieve mere th n n ten years have t . 

elapsed a nd nothing has come tt light tt stive 

the mystery. It ws tne tf these cases which one 

htpes tt see solved but it wtuld seem it is abeut 

timefer something to start unr a velling if it is going tt, 


Jet a s July weather is supposed tt be <. 

and withal humid and cloudless . 

... r r • *. *\ ' " *\ 0 

* 

In anticipation tf the Thursday and . 

Friday family, visitatitn, I was sent a ctuple 

of field hands tt lend me a hand but I assigned them 

work where there was shade and assured them I was tee busy to 

see hew they progressed, hoping, as I did, that 

they would spend their time resting and hence dting as 

little damage as a resting figure can dt, 

i. • • * 

I was astir at 4- 30, rounding up fresh things 
in the vegetable section and seme mighty pretty baskets 
of things resulted, —tomatoes, peppars, okra, lettuce, beets, 
onions, eggplant and at on, I w c s soaked ltng before 
5 a,m, and remained in various s tages tf dampness 
throughout the day until nearly 8 when Ijtined the 
sun in calling it a day at id was glad tt park tn a bench and 
observe the waxing mttn take over, » 

In the middle tf the afternttn, Pal, of 
all people, came to see me. He has been tn the bottle 
since last Friday and this was the first time he had put in 
an appearance. He said he b§d come tt tell me he wouldn't 
be able tt wtrk tn the 4th, That didn't exactly 
surprise me. He didn t seem tot high but that was 
inly seemingly st, Jle said he wanted tt bring me some 
mire veet a ble3 from his arden but I tpld <. 

him tt put that off a little until the local garden b egan 
running low. He said he had to gt tt Natchitoches 
where his son, Bill, had a child that wasn t feeling 
very well, "sort tf a fever". He said the child diit't 
h%ve &ybtdy tt lttk after it except it's papa and mama and grandma, 
0 vitusly his presence wtuld indeed be needed. He siad 
he wtuld like tt btrrtw a shtwfare, meaning two bit 3 , meaning 
the price of a drink, And so Pal went on hisway and*'I went back 
to doing gardening which he shtuld have been dting 
since last Friday, 


Homes dropped in around 1 o'clock. He 
reports the Charleston furniture never has reached town 
a nd one supposes it is still in the van somewhere in 
Atlanta • e said lay w a nted me tt come tt town to call 
in Aunt Willie whenever it % woul<} be ctnvenie t. We worked 
Huttuple tf magical hours between 2 and 4 tn this ctming Friday, both 
James and I thinking it wtuld be pleasant tt avoid luncheon tr dinner. 

It is said the lady h a s a great deal tt say aktut the 
Kennedys and the colored folks, 

» » » 5 . 

interruption. 9 ... 9 


Speaking of angels, AuntWillie just called. She 
was at the 1226 Williams Avenue r sidence and 
her telephone number is 4794, four seven nine four. 

She reported wonderful cloud ftrmct ions all the way 
down fromCharleston, more beautiful th a n anything she had 
ever seen in Africa and she hoped pictures she took tn the 
plane would turn out nicely. She says her house is 
so comfortable and 7 sked when I wtuld be ctming tt see her. 
We talked plants a little and git tff •» tt current events 
a nd she said the KenneQys were st terrible and the 
ctltred folks st b a d, I believe they are having 
a Shreveport lawyer down for dinner on t he mtrrtw and Kay is 
scheduled to enter the Natchitoches hospital 
on U$nd a y for her operation, 


St things turn and st the balance if this 
week if the 4th gradually takes shape and at the 
coffee hour tn the morning I 3hall probably 
get a rcmrt tn the St. M artinsville wedding ...• 


Memorandum : 
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Carmen called me ts read a few paragraphs from 
last week's issue of Time concerning Hr, Beckwith of Mississippi 
who 13 said to have been the killer of the !I,A,A,C,P leader ' 
in Jackson recently, I thought the piece excellently 
done and somehow it reminded me of the type of thing 
F a ulkner did in his novels, Tie Beckwith first or 
middle name is said to be Delay and I asked Carmen to 
spell it for me, for I never heard of a person 
with such a name and I find myself wandering how such 
a word could have been pinned on to anyone, From 
the account in Time of Mr, Beckwith's deed, it 3 eems to me 
his action demonstrates the type of action that crack¬ 
pots are impelled to do after h Cv ing been exposed for 
long periods of time to newspapers of Ihe Shreveport 
limes variety, The fulmination of such papers 
against the pet hates of their editors must more than 
once spur the crackpots info action which they themselves 
woul not attempt, had they no been led to believe 
that they would be doing nothing more than what 
the newspapers h a v beenwriging their hands a bout but 
h a ven t had the courage to do themselves, * 

At the 9 o'clock coffee hour this morning, > » 

T casually dropped the word that I would probably begoinq 

to town on the afternoon of the 4 th to see my old friend 

from arolina, It seemed well to leave an ovening 

against a prolonged session across the fence during the evening, 

Tie six fromBatonRouge will come around 11 in the morning and 
we shall all dine at the big house at noon* Ihe afternoon 
will betaken up with cards by the ladies, visitations from 
the Pecan Park members of the family and inspection tours of 
ye olde plantation s new pecan groves, etc,, etc, By having an 
uncertain hour for my trip to town, nobody will be surprised to see 
U9t he ex Pected to join in the t a lk-g a me doings, 
the buffet supper, etc,, etc,, and 3uch an arrangement 
pleases me tremendously, 

o A a .• ■ * ,. • * V at r V ,?» n • • ' \ ' rii' . 1 

t 

• ^ * arr } st h aPPV te have an a ir mail from Lyme . arriving 

m today s post, I shall have the serv*ice 3 of <. 

a secretary tomorrow morning and thU3 be able 
tc commune for a bit wjth little Miss Lee by way 
of observing the 4th long before $he day gets 
far advanced,,,',,, 

I find myself thinking of our patient 
andthetimes spent in the little chapel 
somehow eliminates the miles as between 
us and the object of our prayers,,,,,, 
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hursday , July 4th, 19 63. 

\ • - '■*’ '■ ■ * ■ 

Memorandum j 

i , 

\ o ;v e, ; tt '■ " ' . • - Si t) * 

Hotter tha*n yesterday and withal clear, 

I was delighted to get the day started off with a run 
through yesterda 's mail and best of all was 
the letter from Lyme as of July 1st , 

^ ' • ; • 

I am so glad to have news of our patient. In 
view of circumstances not conducive to quiet 
on the island, it is easily understandable how at this, stage 
of recuperation, there's no place like home, I . • 

shall eagerly await an account as to how things turned during 
the holiday and it goes without saying thatl am » 
holding the thought it may have turned out there was little 
road running, 

It gees without saying I am delighted to 
have an account ofthe contact with Natalie 
and I rejoice in the mere thought of what it meant to both 
participants , 

» • • 

It seem altogether odd that I haven't secured 
her address as yet. If the schedule is especially 
pressing, perhaps 3he will be just as happy to find 
herself unencumbered by too much correspondence, I 
really haven t any news for her and so a letter 
would be primarily concerned.with saying Howdy, 

The reference to the nervousness of 
a brother-in-law came back to mind when later in the 
morning the editor of 1'he Enterprise called 

to check on a point or two in a forthcoming CaneEiver Memo and 

in the course of the conversation read me a couple of 

sentences from something that will.appear in next week's issue having 

to do about a check, —for a hundred dollars, - I believe, devoted 

to the rain making effort. In one corner of this check is 

written "For Indian Dance" or some such, I suppose we 3 hall 

both run across this in the issue of the 11th or whatever 

next hursday's date may be, I thought I could 

get Natalie's address from the Enterprise but it seems she had 

the paper sent to one of her sons in summer school but net 

to herself. 
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j-t Was in the 80's 4i / 8 .'clock 
this morning, around 200 ky noon hut hetuic, 

t * {A 2 l% a h . eaVy s P r mkle developed. It 
the sprinkle might last all night and I could 

Ihe Bat9n Rouge folks err ' • 

early m.the afternoon D a n a nd 

iaV** d ’T' 1 S ” w U0i9d u after demi 
tasse at noon except the Pecan Park 

me in a row of b n n a n a plants as the 
garden c -rterres, chasing a peacock with 
i "• »*;• the peacocks or the 
111 " e Putting in a h appearance 

I was 

yesterday or ; 
an error' in its i 
ef Sir Winston, had died 
switched from one news r 
•» another network hut bear'd ne-thi 
mentioned. I mentioned this a t dinner and 
S. G. junior said h'e had heard the r 

s J een a7 in l + hV A sui sequently he had 

seen m today s paper that it 

her second husb a nd. Like her 
to he endowed with rem a rk n hle 
daughter has never had tin 
jet her excess amount into a < 


en five and six this a 
ing a racket 
appears 
d use it. 

arrived for dinner and 

J , une . and thei r three daughters 

youngsters who didn’t see 
ey romped through the Gh a n a • 

* a stick. 

guineas hut I reckon they 
at breakfast time on the morrow, 

interested to learn that the radio of 

P A a Veplrt e< th 1 at\ fliS , 7ri, ^ nin9 must ha ' Je 
W™ Sarahj daught 

d in Spain. I 

program to the one immediately following 
'Ll er JZ inin 3 tr the Churchills 
report of the sudden death 

was not Sarah hut 
Papa, Sarah seems 
energy but apparantlv 
good luck to' y 

hannel that counted the 


Memorandum 


Fair around 100. 

It waslevely this morning at 4;30 in thp kitchen 
garden, so dewy and comparatively cool a nd 
everything looked so fresh and colorful. 

I saw no one until nearly 7 when Madam General 
with her - granddaughter appeared She remarked upon the 
wide range of color in the long rows of crepe 
myrtles and said she couldn't remember them, as . 
being there in the old days. She apparently forgot 
that in the old day3 Ghana was a cotton patch. 

• 

We coffee-ed at 9 a iid S. G.junior, took some 
movies, after whch theBatonRouge contingent drove in 
to town to call on the^an Rcnrys, --at I except 
MadamGeneral who r emained with Celeste which seem3 odd since 
in the past she has always explained that Dan is the finest member of 

the family. 

» 

Ihey retruned by 11 :30 and "the General took 
S. G. junior in a wheelchar for a tour of the Ghana 
garden. Ihey said they liked it and 
insisted Barb a ra, junior's wife, 

make a tour right after noon dinner. She liked the artichokes 
which she had never seen in plant form. Ihey took off for 
home .by 1 o'clock, the children clutching 
big handfuls of peacock tail feathers. 

t 

Barnes appeared at 1 j30 and we drove s. 

to town, going directly to the new house above Ore s. It 
seems to .me Or a 's number is 1054 while 
the new Storm menage is at 1826. 

Kay greeted us at the door and Aunt Willie 
was right behind her. James and AuntHHlie 
sat down in the living room. It is about 
35 feet in length running across the front of the 
house. Kay told me it h a d. formerly been two rooms but she 
knocked out the wall dividing it. She then , . • 

took me on a tour of the house which" she refers to as "my house", 
and when we had completed the rounds. Aunt Wiljie asked me 
what I thought of "my house", so both 
girls are claiming it • 


se» r n o , ■ ‘ laine3 t,ie sel1 •/ r 

atufiier existence'in contrast U ‘ 1 

9 Uat experienced by their fathers. 

, seems to me the current aauffiinn > 

hlvina V tf i9U3 - qUarters tJ> tUe Gentry 1 , -?ruj 
paving their inception in the racial A 

sit Vfi t .V‘- lt U a l Wa * s t. U U%jj\ 

f. tiUrZZs al1 s,As 

ecall having read something n bout 
Heir wide f... rtf,Itif 1 I'V 5*'“* ■ f,r 
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* 

v i:: » - •• 


took me 
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Sunday, July 7th, 19 63. 


Memorandum • 

Hot, humid and cloudless. 

Saturday's P^st brought a letter from 
' a ^ lle » pr *ai_ding me with her address and telling me of the 
doings of little -ass Zee cud her *wn efforts at getting her 
present line of ende a vor started. Both ladies, I 
9 *V' e »* +? re inerdlnarel y busy these days, what with one thing 

CL >10 CL one V • * 


am happy to report that a compensation 
of quiet came to bless the weekend in the 
week that had been too busy. 


wake of the 


>J9e and vuanita A. came downSaturday morning and 
remained for dinner . They invited me to dine with t 

Sundt% •- — . 


or sup with 
have never seen bu 
expecting l a Storm 


them 
which I 


on 


them at the Pecan Park home 
, naturally, I deconed, lying a nd s a ying I 
which 1 - ^ J 


wasn t at all. 


was 


Kay enters the hospit c l on the morrow and probably has been 


busy spending todayw ith her auntie. 


the 

al bn 

arou 

tnSa 

shad 

her 

Olad 

left 

arri 

food 

supp 

Oath 

use 

frie 


<j . H. c,nd Celeste took off this morning around 8 or 
t ,reeday jaunt to Dallas and I enjoyed the pleasure 
e for the balance of the day. I. S.»illard called 
nd noon. *he reported that K ay > s furniture arrived 
turday afternoon. She inquired a bout the various 
es ofthe c repe myrtles at Melrose and I told 
that they had passed their prime hut that I should he 
if she would like to drop in and see what was 
. u he said she would like to make around and 
ved around 2, bearing French bread and cottage cheese 
and the wrappings which, —the wrappings, —provided 
ert for the bundle of veget a iles I had 
ered to give to her, —t*?is more th a n she could 
nt sufficient for d,-,hs to give to her 
nds. 


9 for 
of being 


and I welcomed 
me with extra 


f lowed d 9fon our progress to the Gh a na garden to 
, ier ., t6 S in lf h a somewhat involvedpatter of words about 
raciai matters. She had opened it by saying there must 
1 l* ts e f people reading the nterprise who object to 
having a picture of colored people in it. *he referred to a picture 
peooie a week back, 1 think, when Florence Connant's son 
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and kride a ppeared in print. FlorecenS's picture, I believe, 
is al se in the Same group, —Florence being the wonderful nurse 
who was with ^adcm^egard during her two years in the hospital 
Anyway, one of Florence's son's is on the Enterprise staff and the 
other one, currently living inCalifornia, was once with the paper. 

Be that as it may, I.S.Willard was so busy speculating 1 

about picture of people of color ~j> pearing in the paper thdt 

she never noticed the crepe myrtle parade and we journeyed on and on but we 

did get b^ck to re a lity of the moment in the gourd garden G ?id 

although the crepe myrtles were long since tu of sight, 

I could show her something she had never seen 

before, the cootored peahen setting. It's protective 

coloration in the *lasing sunshine was sogreat that it took I.S.W, 

sometime to locate the bird although she was within two or three feet of it. 

I find the house pleasantly quiet tonight, what 
with the telephone dead so that neither party line neighbor 
tnor I can he j-ngled hy Southern Bell ringing. 

I believe the Delay Beckwith murder trial is supposed to get 
going in Jackson r>n the morrow. My guess is that insanity will be thematter 
on which the defense will base its case. Of course the Court will find Mr. Be 
with insane "at the time of the murder" and that will he that. Jtnd, 
of course, Mr.Beckwith is insane r nd fuis course down that road 
has been assisted by newspapers like the^hrefeport Times, * 

Mississippi politicians and ordinary crackpots but? neither Mr. Beckwith, 
the newspaper editors politicians or crackpots will he dubbed 
insane a n d that will be that . I heard Senator Thurman of SouthCarlina 
and Senator Bart of Michigan an seme program this evening G nd was 
impressed by their differences of opinion regarding pending 
legislation. 1 also heard Jacob Javetts and was gl a d Mew i'ork 

has a Senator with such--views as he expr-essed. 

If memory serves, this is the month the ’butterfly liles 
m a ke their bow. The pl a nts along the gallery just 
in front of my boudoir doer are unusu a llyrobust this year. 

1 guppose they must be ten feet in height or -1 cannot re a ch the top of them. P 

haps, being so lusty of growth, they will unfold a d a y or two 

earlier th a n usu a l. I hope so for I am 

always impatient at this time of the year for the 

first one to unfold so 1 cancatch it fragrance and then send it 

a l ong to share will little 

Miss Lee. ' <, 

I hold the thoughteur favorite patient is well on 
the right road and that a measure of peace obtains around anda bout...... 
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Monday, July 8th, 1965. 


Memorandum : 

i 

Fair and around 100. Around S this afternoon 
some h ig old "tetes de tonnerre" loomed all around the 
horizon, marvelous rounded white Pentelic marble, piled 
high in curves over curves against the deep blue of the 
sky. Eventually, except in one slit, they got together. The 
slit was right in the path of the sun which never cease shining 
although a little shower of rain descended, each drop 
sparkling like a diamond. I took shelter for 14 minutes 
but I don't knew why I did since I was already soaked before 
the shower began. . 

The silecne in the direction o./Southern Bell 
continued until late this fternoon when Carmen called. 

I take it service has been restored in part although I 
cannot get a n out-going call through unless I call the 
operator .. 

© 

I called James a bout 8 o'clock tonight and he- 
said he had taken Kay to the hospital a bout 8. He said she 
was in gay spirits and hoped she would get a good night's rest and 
so be in the b est possible condition for the morrow's surgery. 

By impressive coincidence, Carmen 
just called. She said she and her sister had been over to the 
hospital to cqII on various people and that they 
h a d dropped in on Kay for 2 chat. —Did somebody say 
rest. '//ell, anyway, they found K a y pleasantly animated and 
that I. S.Dillard was there and Aunt »illie and Mrs .Cr a btree. 

They sicd Aunt" illie had with her the photos she had taken 

of the clouds on her way over here in the ambulance 

plane and that the pictures seemed just fine. I 

h a d a feeling that v ames WcS correct in being 7 t home and 

probably under the impression that K c .y was a sleep in the hospital 

butlocally it seems that the more people 

invade the rooms of patients, the* better it is all around. 

As I contemplate the bevy of ladies hovering about 
the patient, I find myself mo - • ow. led than e 'cr that 
people old enough to have imagination if net good sense 
can gang up on a patient as they do. Carmen's sister, 
la Durante or Durand tr however it is spelled, is 
equal to about six dishy b z gs. Carmen can usually hold 
her own in the flow of conversation and I. 3 .Hillard 
can cover vast stretches of conversational ground without 
trying. Add Aunt ’’illie and Mr’s^.Crndotree and 
how the patient can relax, I wouldn't know. 
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Tuesday, only 9th, 19 63. 


When I sat down at the desk, the moon was shining 
in a cloudless sky hut just now a heavenly cannonade impelled 
me to glance tut of the windew in the direction of 
the white pillar. It showed as clearly as Lot s wife 

in the sudden successive flashes and then blinked tut in the returning 
A cepitus shower is ntw in progress and I am 
3 ure vegetation, after such a htt day, is relishing this 
libation frtm bh high. 

In viewtf the late freeze this Spring, there was 
some doubt if there would be any figs butthe fruit develtped lustily ai 
at present we are in the midst »f the fresh fig season, I must 
remember to ask •James if he has a fig tree at dyde Park, If he 
hasn t, he should certainly plant tne this year,* he is so 
ftnd~tf them, I an sure there are no trees at all 
at 1886, what with the cle^n sweep made tf that 
place but everyone else in ttwn must h a ve them st 
he shouldn't h a v much difficulty encountering a supply 
in town and 1 h a ve no doubt his trees at the local camp must be 
providing a b a nquet every morning for the birds in 
that area • ; 

* * 

Thelma goes to Shreveport on the morrow, driving for John 
who is h n ving something dpne for his good health prior to 
their continental jaunt next month, Thelma is. taking* the manuscripts 
for the December hedges M a gazette with her C nd will • go over them 
with 0 a l M a e Word, Mention of 

the last word reminds me of the^ocket who had threatened 
to record crepe myrtles around and a bout the Parish 
during th latter part of June or early duly but, of 

course, so far as know, she never appeared and now the crepe myrtles 

h a ve completed their run for this year sof ar as excellence 

of coloring i3 concerned. It's wonderful 

how both those girls keep the wheels of industry turning 

but obviously they must make some sort of a go at things since 

they are still in business, 

r# ^ ' i •, „ /.* _ p ' ,. n y r y If*' 

'For too brief a session today 1 had an opportunity to 
turn further into the 18th cgntury pavillions and I must 
say it was the gift of Christmas last pastfi gf 

to delight me with every return to it, 
as desired around Lyme•••••• 


Memor a ndum : 

A steamy shower this morning before 8 o'clock, sending 
field hands to shelter. Fair this a fternoon wit field hands 
b n ck the job, 

James called this fternoon to say that 
Kay issaid to have come through her operation 
nicely. It ran from something like 7:30 this 

morning until 11, He says she moves out from 

under sedation slowly and it may be another 84 to 36 hours 

before she ,is thoroughly returned to a sense of reality, 

I didn't tell James that I, W, Willard 
h a d called me around 18:50 ?i#ph to report on 
the operation. It seems she had some sort of an arrangement 
with one of the nurses wltro- advised her on the subject 
while I suppose •James may have been at. the hospital awaiting 
a report, I believe I, S, Willard h a s volonteered 
tt> drive the 188 6 ladies to the hospital 
from time to time beginning today. As a friend 
of &ay's, I, S,W, is doing nobly but one is bound to 
wonder if she wouldn't be doing better if she 
left the 406 and the 188 6 households to work out their 
persrn a l relations by themselves 

J, H, and Celeste returned from their Dallas 
jaunt this evening. Celeste called me after 
7, She said she had found some figs in her 
ice box and because she liked them better than anything else 
in this world, she wanted toexpress her delight in finding them T 
reminds me I must do a column a ^p ut figs-and okra one day, the 
fact that both a re so subtle, ~I neverly said 
neutral, in flavor that.it has always seemed 
remarkable to me that both should' be so popular 
with people down this way who often tend to 
relish rather sprightlycondoment3, I must 
say, however, that many people I know who 

like fresh figs do not care for* the highly spiced foods so 
popular south of the Rio Grande, As a matter 

tf fact, i have sometimes wondered if one reason for highly spiced 

foods in CentralAmerica and in the Hear East may be 

explained by the desire of the inhabitants in t.ose 

regiens to seotther the taste tf b a sci foods, possibly slightly 

on the spoiled side, byblotting out the taste with 

curies that are so hot one cannot taste the more sublte flabovrs. 









last line : 

"D» you think you are capable of performing 
the operation, You look mighty young to me,, 
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Wedne 


I may have mentioned that Pat wasn't feeling 
well of late and had supposed he might h a ve some 
kidney difficulty but specialists have found nothing 
organic out of joint, He has always been 
extremely nerous ct?id apparantly that difficulty 
persists. He and Juanitja B, plan to go ahead 
with their European jaunt which gets under way 
on the 87th of this month I believe, 

I still don't understand how one gets the feel of Europe by 

traveling in a large part of bankers but 

the error is mine in supposing the avera-ge 

traveler wants more tahn going some place with a 

flock of people just like themselves who, in 

turn, want nothing mere than what 

they are accustomed to have at home. 

In the kitfihen garden, vegetables are rolling. 

The tomato plants about which I had been 

uncertain as to type turned out iji the end to be 

just what 1 wanted, —the pea variety in 

quantity, the small or cherry type and the average 

large type being ample in number but less 

that the pear variety which I find so satisfactory, 

I have sent Packages of 10 or 15 pounds to plenty 
of neighbors around and a bout and to «. ' 
people in town. As for myself I ameating 
all that I want and rejoicing I 

tin; them while they are at their juiceiest and fullest 
fl a vor. Sometime I think one yearns 
for a fruit or vegetable during off seasons simply 
because one hasn't made the most of them when they 
were most plentiful and after this summer I think 
I shall be perfectly satisfied if 1 den t get a bite 
of summer fruits until at other summer has rolled 
'round. 


Memorandum 


Ihe 2963 miracle of the butterfly lily tanspired 
at ten' minutes before five o'clock th-is afternoon. 

If memory serves, thedinual event usually takes place 
somewhere in the 80 - 87 of July spa»* ^his year, however, 
with winter lingering on later than usual, one 

shouldn't be too surprised if the butterfly, lily decided just what 
she could do if she set her mind to it M 

JL 

And aside from the earliness of ^KFbow, the lily did something 
this s eason she never undertook before^ In t he past she 
has put out a white t a per a hout the size of a kitchen match, 
emerging from the thumb-ljke cone from which in successive days, 
after the first has unfolded, will & pear from time to time. This 
year not only did one st c lk or the thub-likc cone put out 
one blossom but foup, all unfolding at the same time, and 
just to show what realy could be achieved, five other stalks 
did the same thing so that instead of the single flower on the first 
day, there were 80 and, as near as I could make out, all 
of them spreading out their wings,at the same time 

A talked with James tonight and he says he spent an hour with 
Kay this afternoon or this evening and was delighted she felt 
like chatting and that she was o viously getting along, even as 
her surgeon had reported, 

Wednesday, being my busier.afternoon of the week, I 
wasn’t too pleased to receive three calls in a row around 2:45 
when I was up to my flips in dL 1 kinds of doings, inside Yucca, 
outside Ghana and in the culinary section, as it turned out. of the 
big house, 


Carmen just called, She had been to the hospital 
to call on Dr, a»d Mrs, White who are 
there following some automobile accident, 

Mrs,White is i ip and about and 

has a room next to the one Kay is . 4 

occupying, Mrs, White told Carmen that Monday 

afternoon Aunt"\llie had met Dr, Kaufman, a 

man around 50, I believe, and the 

one Eleanor had r esignated as best for operating 

on Kay• Mrs, Storm, one meeting Dr, Kaufman, 

told him that she had wanted to take her niece to 

Mayo's for the operation and continued*. 

"Do you think you are capable of performing 


Carmen who had called this morning, called b a ck to read me 
something she had written a bout the tour, * Seme body else called 
asking for a tour and the Enterprise E^jfY called to ask if 
I would receive Elmore Morgan, a Batoin^K^s <. 

gentleman whom I had never met but had ImpI-mentioned often as a mon 
the better photographers, It seems the "iterpri se wanted a picture 
of their columnist and Mr, Morgan, h c ving turned up unannounced, 
was asked to hold everything until contact could k be established. 
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I said I would see him in 30 minutes if he could 
m a h:e it by then, Doings were delegated to a couple 
of helpers, --Andy and Pal, and I got busy with my long 
beard thinking a fine crop of whiskers would add nothing 
to the proposed portrait but I retained my definitely SaOCJtng 
k a ki costume, I made it to the front gate two s econds before Mr, Morgan 
drew up. He took a couple of shots of the Ghana garden and 
then trained his lense on me for perh a ps 10 or IS shots, 
all in the s,ame place, —the background being a fence lzdencd with gourd 
vines above which further b a ck floated the roof of Ghana* 


Mr, Morgan told me Jie had been on a trip some miles above 
Bri'arwood through some kind of an immense log where tremendous 
cypress trees grow, fguess he was doing something for the State 
or one of the Departments for he somehow persuaded some State 
agency to construct cJnt walk nine hundred feet long above 
the bog to the cyprcs^^ His real purpose in getting 
the elevated cat walk^buit was so CarolineDormon could 
find easy access to the place at all times of the year in her 
pursuit of flora of the deeper dells. At some seasons, high water 
would make it impossible to get into the place on foot but 
now the cat w a lk, high-above any like flood, will make things 
as easy a.s walking a I*»g an urban sidew a lk, 

I tended to push the go-round although I did compromise 
sufficiently with courtesy to h a ve a coke at Yucc a with the 
man whom I'enjoyed very much, 

i. 1 1 , 

As we passed through the big house, I detected 
the pleasant aroma of stewing figs and I knew Doreatha was planning 
to put some in glass jars either this evening tr *?t the morrow, Homethii 
impelled me to return to the kichen a*Httle later 

and before I re a ched the door, I could detct the aroma of a hot that 
w a s not being properly watched, I pushed it 
from a busy burner to one not lighted and 

called Pal who had fo gotten to keep watch, Naturally Doreatha 
should can figs or not can them and if she does can them 
she shouldn't leave it to somebody who isn't dependable 
to stir the pot during her absence from 
18 :30 until 5 in tjie afternoon, And fL 1 

this fulmination a kbcanning figs which last year when finished were 
promptly carried of^pf^ihr eve port without 


so much as "May I", you" o.r "By dam", 

I hold the thooigm the perfume of the enclose 
flower may retain its*fragrance until reaching your true hand 
and that it may.convey many a thought to you and 
to our favorite oatient,,,,,, 

% 


■* W 'M 

mgM tt 


o.r "By dam". 


7 Thursday, July 11th, 19 63. 


Memora nudm: 

90-ish, 

The gumbo season is in full swing 
and across the fence today they had a, double dip, I do 
believe, Before the sun peeped over the eastern horizon, 

1 was gathering crisp vegetables at Ghan&in copious amounts 
that guaranteed more than the houses on each side of the fence 
could manage,, okra, beets, tomoatoes eggplant and so on. 

Baskets of this largesse of God were deposited 
at each house before 6 a,m, and at the nine o'clock 
coffee hour^minc hostess expressed her delight 
to have vegetables always coming early from 
this side of the fence, giving her an opportunity, as 
in the case of today's okra, to prepare same for gumbo 
as soon as the day started turning, . 

1 assume the clerk m a y have seen the okra 
at the big house and assumed correctly that we 

were to h a ve okra gumbo there at noon, I assume further he may have 
mentioned this fact at the store and that J, H, may 
have overheard the statement. Be that as it may, 

J • N, around 11:14 sent a slave to the big house, 

asking v oreath a to send by the messenger some rice and some 

gumbo across to his house which Doreatha and servent 

did, indeed, do, J, H, hadn't a sked 

what was on the mefxu for 11 :30 at his house and 

what with Celeste's gumbo and Doreath a 's gumbo, I hope there 

was plenty across the % fence. There were ample supplies at 

the big house, too, and everybody seemed to like it. 


James f droppeji ill for an hour around 1 this noon. He 
reports Kay s doctors are pleased in every respect with 
her progress, TJiis good news fitted .in so harmoni ously with the 
news by post card concerning little Miss Lee's 
patient that 7 found every excuse after J a mes had gone to make 
a second trim to the little chapel by way 
of thanksgimmg, I am so jiappy to have news 
of the pt*tj£rw^s' being made by our patient and L rejoice 
that lit ire Miss Lee was above to indulge in sand, sea and sky for 
aweekend }n the open. Tonight I re-read the 
card_to rejoice all over again, I remember the approximate 


remember the approximate 
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location of the weekend outing, not because I have ever been 

there but rather because I recall passing the light ship 

that is stationed, I suppose, in the neighborhood which one always 

passing when on a liner r,ppro a ching or le a ving American 

shores, I re-read the printed material on the card 

describing the place as being in the area of Great South Bay and 

I was reminded the attention writers o such 

data and caption material generally must give special a ttention 
to conveying details, amiliar to the writer but possibly 
not so clear to the reader, .Iw the case o^-the material on 
the card, for instance, 1 assume the name ^ Long Island 
or the New England coast or some such should have appeared since 
I imagine there are comparatively Jew people 

even along the ■ IJ ew England coast who ever heard oj Great South 
Bay • I remember an editor saying that 

the best caption writers were twins, one oj whom was an 

expert in the field a*out which the article was about, the other a d^ 

who never heard oj the subject, By having each write an acco nt oj 

the subject illustrated, one would get the correct overall points 

from the ,dolt and the interesting details from the expert v)hich, 

ij properly combined and edited would bring forth the 

desired result, 

^ j •. » t j* a * • • - V *> . r \ - 

James reported an interestingsituation -when 
he tried fitting together two reports he received from 
I , S ,Willard and Aunt Willie that 
didn't precisely jibe, First I, S,Willard called 
him .to say 4 untWillte had called and -it was thought that if * J ames 
wished her to do so, she would drive Aunt Willie and Mr s,Crabtree 
ov.er to the hospit 1 *o see Kyj but I, ' iS S.Will rd thought 
that A a y would probably not be out of sedation so the trip 
would be pointless, ames thought so, too,* 

AuntWillie then called James and said I, 9,Willard had phoned to 
she 3he would be glad to drive her to the hospital but 
AuntWillie thought a call would be prematuMfand , 

J a mes said he thought so, too, One lad\p, mkbhy^ly was 
pushing but James didn't know which one, . 

l\e artist called me this e ven4ng, She sa\d she had 
driven with somebody down . to EatonRouge last we&k, -- 
Sunday, heading out at 5 in the morning. She haa\topped 
at her granddaughter's house, Willie , inBaton Rouge and then 
gone on some place "almost to New Orleans" where she had called »?i 
"Pa", — Joseph Metoyer, in a Veteran's Hospital there and found him , 


? riday, July 12th, 1963, 


; a a rr e < 


Memorandum: 


point sprinkle 


morning, asking if she 


leave alone. 


Cloudy humid with a pin point sprinkle 
most of the day, 

• • O' t " 

Thelm a Kyser called me this morning, asking if she 
might bring AuntWillie down one day this weekend. As 
she was driving John toShreveport to catch a plane on Satu day, 
it appeared Sunday would be the only day available in the 
weekend, I thought 3 o'clock would be about right, 

o 6T .’i -sr', . j; •isc?/' \: ■ V 

I was frankly curious to know who set Thelma into 
the wings of this little comedy since it seemed to me 
perfectly natural that James should bring Aunt Willie down 
even as he did the last time she was here, Thelma said 
I, S.Willard had called her and suggested Thelma invite 
Aunt Willie, I doubt K a y a sked I, S,Willard 
to do this and if Kay did not, it seems to me I, S, 

Willard is handling red hot co a ls she would d better to leave alone. 

Naturally I did not tell Thelma that a nd naturally 

I did not mention I, S,Willard 's name to James 

when he dropped in this evening or rather this afternoon. 

He invited me to dine out with him on Sunday noon, suggesting 
some new place on Black Lake ov some such place but 
I declined on various unspecified grounds although I 
did mention that 'Ihelma was bringing Aunt Willie down at 3. 

I t ink Aunt Willie rather than Lest a n should be invited to dine 
out »n Sunday noon but that is not my business and <-1 know 
perfectly will that if she feels like it, she can make quite 
a rumpus a ny rest a urant andto a soul as sensitive as 
James' f swffc performances a r « exceedingly trying which is, 

I honestly believe, the reason he doesn'tf c ncy getting 
into a picture with the lady in public. 

He reports Kay is doing, just fine. She was a little up¬ 
set when she was advised that the telephone in her <■ 
hospital room had beentemporarily cut off during the 
hours immediately following her operation, James thought 
the ringing of a 'phone next to. her bed during the rather 
extended period when she was emerging from sedation in the wake 
•f .the operation would be helpful to the patient. The 
p a tient, however, didn't think so and- connections were immediately re¬ 
established . tv ' 


dine 






















■ VoSJt 
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I was reminded of the old expression somebody 

driving another person to drink when I learned over 
the coffee cups this morning that Juanita A. is giving 
the impression to people like mine he stess t to the wife 
ofJuanita A.'s step daughter-in-law, etc., that the lady 
apparantly is nipping a kit in solitude. This conclusion comes j 
the groggy effect she produces whenshe is called to the doer by thi3 or 
that lady passing her way unannounced. Joe, like his 
younger brother and sister, is an exceedingly difficult personality 
to live with and one gathers his wife is resorting to this escape 
met od to blft out unpleasantnesses when she is alone She 
is always the perfect lady a n d I like her. If what the 
gossips 3ay is true, I am hoping the ladies may somehow quicken 
her interests outside the homeso she hayget her head about 
the level of depression which keeps her more and more to herself while 
her husband is absent during the week. 

I was amused about the tomato situation, illustrative 
of nothingbut the type of thing but indicativeef how vegetables 
can turn 'round and 'round. I share vegetables with my • 
neighbors and frequently,Andy lends me a hand in gathering 
tomatoes lqte,in the evening an4 he always takes home a 
goodly supply'of same • When both houses yesterday received 
a basket of vegetables, there was an adequate supply of tomatoes 
going across the fence. Andy worked there during the day and. passing 
by Yucca on his r-y home, he showed me a sack of tomatoes Celeste had 
given him. When I went to the post office at mid morning, the 
clerk told me Celeste and J. H. were to dine with us at noon 
and that Celeste had said she would like to bring some tomatoes 
for us all but that she had The clerk told her he was sure there 

were ample supplies on this side of the fence,as, indeed, there were 
and we did, indeed, all have tomatoes. 

Turing the past week I have heard of so mmy^m 
people around and about, people like Dorothy 
Cohen who lives between here and Magnolia, .wh o-are 
suddenly jumping up and, joining this or that group for 
a European trip of four weeks, taking 
in everything from London Dome, dining, it 
is said, at the most famous restaurants in every city and 
generally carrying on while scads of other NorthAmericans are doing 
the same thing in the , same places at the same time. Summer is 
always tourist time, of course, but this year it seems to me 
August presents a double dip ingoing places in crowds 
a nd T can only wonder hew it is people with ample funds in- 
dulge in such a merry-go-round whirl when they would gat so much more i, 
they made use of the leisure they can afford . 


Sunday, July 14th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

90 in heat and humidity with clouds new c nd then suggesting 
rain in the offing that never came through. 

It was such a pleasant surprise to find a letter of Thursday 
from Iym$ in Saturday's post. I rejoice with 
you that our patient appears so definitely on the mend. May 
the good work go steadily forward. 

« 

I can readily understand how disappo inted a couple of people 
must have been over the ch a nge in plans or the formu'lati on 
of plans that caused a shuffling of progrms for the weekend. 

I hold the thought that one might find a measure of 
relaxation a midst rurual settings and that at least one <. 
of the scholars remaining in town got a heap of reading done. 

The local scene was peaceful and pleasant. . 

I had a fairly busy afternoon and somehow get three quick go- 
rounds taken care off before the 3 o'clock appointment 
with Thelma, Aunt Millie and Mrs.Crabree who 
arrived promptly one hour late. 

The artist had passed this way at 1 o'clock by 
appointment, bringing seme lady of color te see the murals. Of 
course when they arrived there were three ladies instead of one 
but that was alright. When I responded tv the tap 
on my door, the artist explained as I stepped vnto the gallery: 

"This is me and this here"—Waving a hand, " "is the 
two gilrs." K 

One of the girls around 50 wore a pretty red dress and the 
other a bout the same „ge , tall and weighing perhaps300 pounds, 
wore a blue dress, making it easy for me tv refer to them as 
Miss Red and Miss Blue which seemed to tickle them. t 

» 

7/e went through our paces with speed and the artist 
seemed as anxious to get the business .over as I was 
to get the decks cleared for the next onslaught. 

The artist said Mr. Pipes had been donv) around noon but 
h a d gone tv the camp. ^ 
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1 got rid of the next group of a bout ten, -- 

said to be friend8 of Pat's with some people from 

Monroe and they were satisfied with what they saw which wasn t much. 

The Kyster-Storm-Crabt ee then arrived and we had 
a pleasant chat. It seems John is in California but 

I didn't ash why. He prob a bly is interviewing teachers for Northwestern 

staff for next semestre, Tie ladies brought delectahles 

in the form of whie, cheese, Trench bread, cahe, peaches and so on. 

We had a leisurely coke at Yucca after which we made a 

round of the Ghana garden whch everybody found pretty, I 

had already prepared a couple of packages o tomatoes and 

e^ch lady took her respective sack and headed out for 

their car by 5:30, after which I dined across the fence 

and took a little ride b a ck to Little River, upto Cogn a c by that 

route, around to Typo and thence home aftervixich I talked 

w}th ^ames who said he h n d just returned home from the hospital where 

he found doing just fine'and for the first time in years eating scrambled 

eggi h a m and He a ven knows what a ll, She started walking ~bout 

oi) her crutches onTiursday and plans to leave the hospital on 

this coming Tuesday, delighted with the results of her 

^dventure, ‘ 

On Saying Goodnight to my supper companions tonight, 

I learned from Celeste that next weekend she and J• H, will be 
in New rleans and from the Crescent City, ~s I understood it, 
she will go to Kentucky for a vacation and J, H, will 
entr a in on the B a nker's Special for a whizz to °hicago, Denver and 
I know not where all, I hope I can 

keep their absence out of print and so a void invitations 
to dine in town although, come to think of it, 
perhaps knewlege of their n bsence would make itno easier 
for those who have been so kind as to keep e?i inviting me. 


r i . 


* ft 
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Monday , July 15th, 1965, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and in the upper 90's, 

-I wish I were tired from doing but I am only 
wear from undoing, a task set me by Pal at 6 and 
kept right on going until 6 tonight. 


• 

It was obvious when he arrived this orning that Pat 
or rather Pal was somehow pulling Saturday night and 
Sunday boistrousness over into Mend a y, He 
wasn't high but he was too close to it to get much 
accomplished, J, don t like to dismiss a helper 
like Pal for a single day since the s tore is likely to 
discourage him from coming b a ck when he> has given up the 
bottle temporarily, This is done s mply enough by instructing 
the pickup truck not to bring him from Little^iver, 

But when Pal is alright, he can accomplishe more in 

half a day than it requires me to spend in a week of training 

somebody else and Pal probably lifts c ompa rativcly few vegetables 

while others living closer bye would be likely to 

le a ve much ofd&ything, once they get accustomed 

to finding themselves in the midst of such provender, 

And so I tolerated Pal but had no luck a t aL 1 
in trying to make him "stay put". I recommended the 
shade and comparative dplightes of Dr, ' r ille 's back 
gallery but Pal would argue the point that when 
he is working, he wants to work but at the same time he 
obviously was quite incapable of doing anything and 
as others may have noted down the ages, it's a fool 
who tries to reason with a drunk. 


p a l, who said no truck came to p ck him up 
at his heme on Little *iver onFriday morning, passed this way 
at mid morning on Saturday, bringing me some interesting 
potatoes he had dug from his own garden. Of the several he 
brought, each unit was an average size potatos on one end of which, like 
festoon, were a cluster of 8 or 10 perfect little potatoes a ^ut 
the size of marbles and looking might odd, 

I used one for a central point in a vegetable arrangment I 
m a de for the living room, I placed some okra fingers in 
the bottom of xi wooden bowl, standing the potato with its festoon 
the okra to give the potato height and then put plenty of 
tomatoes, pepares of the belle type and long 

finger-like red peppars to emphac ize the lines between the red 


Of h a lf a dozen adventures during the morning, probally the 
funniest was when J, H, and three people he was shouiing a bout, 
passed by a bench where Pal was resting. Pal spoke to " 
them, not recognizing ^, H,, a nd^tof$ them to wait there 
until he could go and fetch me to 3hew them around so they wouldn't 
get lost, 

. ' 

Tie most provoking slant in the cock-eyed doings 
came during the afternoon. First I concluded the 
store must have lost its mind when, on Pal's request at noon, 





_ . W ua-„ 
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they complied with his request /or a man to help him by sending 
one 0 / the worst rascals in the field hand section whom 
Pal turned loose in the Ghana garden without eilling me 0 / the 
man's presence while Pal himself vanished in search e someone 
to go for a bottle of wine at the h nkey-tonk for him, I 
had a flock of State police and their wives later in t he afternoen and 
P a l somehow sauntered up to them and entertained half of them 
outside the African House with t a ll tales while I was 
entertaining the other half inside the frican House with less tall 
tales which I felt impelled to repeat after I had shoo-ed Pal 
away, the repetition being for the benefit of those who had 
missed it on the first .go-round and the boredom of those who 
had had the initial go at the thing, 

A no e in interior decorating which 1 intended 
mentioning before now has to do with a no e 
introduced across the fence when a couple of pictures 
were hung in the newly painted living room, Owe 
of the canvases is a magnolia from the brush of 
little Miss Alberta, The other is cn ante helium home, 
possibly Melrose, they are both plcasaiut pictures and 
add a happy note to the rooom hut they are 
hung in such a manner as to attract the eye since the top 
*s the frame of each picture some to the heigh of my 
nose so that the composite ons themselves, 
perhaps 18 or 80 inches, spread downward 18 or 80 inches 
below the level of my nose when I am standing, This 
means fihat instead of look ing straight at the pictures, one 
must of necessity look down and the effect is strange to 
me. Perhaps this is a present vogue at once popular 
and cp predated by the modern home maker as well as the 
decorator but I get a> bou s# little, 
this ;!ew twist strikes me as odd, I do recall when 
Miss Louise Butler at the Cottage let a Mew rlecns 
Art dealer re-frame her ante helium family portraits, * 

he kept the wonderful old frames and put insignificant * 
little old now-acco nt frames in their places and then hung 

all of the pictures so that the top of each frame 

just a htut touched the ceiling, making it almost impossible 

for a nyon'e to get a good look at the . pictures unless a step 

ladder were present, which one might mount to sur ey the 
ancestors , In other ’jfbds , pictures, in a manner of speaking, 
seem to have their upsiand their downs and locally at the 
moment they are being hung on the down side,The sight of them 
reminds me of one of Miss Cam’s phrases : 

"Anything you do is alright but don't do it," 

\ * . , - ■ 

* * 

And now I must get busy and attend to some correspondence 
and a columnand I hold the thought all turns sedately at 

Lyme,••••• 
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Tuesday, July 16th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Fair, not quite so humid and 1 00 in the shade, 

"James dropped in this afternoon, Me seemed happy 
as usual, Kay was discharged from the hospital 

this morning and h a d noon dinner at Hyde Park, She seems'pleased 
with the results of her latest operation and is happy 
tobeable to eat scrambled eggs for the first"time in 
several years, 

^ «▼ ' \ «v \ ■' o . I - • • ‘ ' 

* » f 

J a mes had stopped at the artist’s house before coming 

here. She say3 3he is giving her old c ar to Junior, her 
grandson, who has it pretty well torn up anyway and she is 
going to buy herself a new car, Tie Art business must 
he flourishing. 

Junior Clyde Claude Emmett Davis has a'way 
with motor vehicles, it is said. Everyone remarks ' 
how rough he has been on the artist's car and 
■ unier employs the same method on plantation 
machinery, %e likes tearing up tractors, it is said and 

this week J, H, told him he had been stay heme and rest for a while 
since he had nothing for him to do by tractor work and Junior had 
tern up too many during the past month to hav a ?iy Bo use 
at present. Junior welcomes the opportunity 

to do nothing and c s he doesn't worry about h'is w.ife and child and 
the second child now on the w^y and therefore can relax 
with the greatest satisfaction, 

: ' n - • ' 

Fug^bou occasionally sets a pattern for the younger tr a ctor 
drivers and some of them copy his method, it is said. Tie 
pattern is simple : One has been drunk the night before or 
is just naturally tired and so one goes to work, ploughing, cutting 
hay or whatever, and a.s soon as things a re going-along properly, one 
breaks up the machine which gives one an 
opportunity to s leap while the garage works on the machine. 

Drink Recounts f'ofmuch in these situations but Junior 

doesn ij drink, Fugabou is a good vx rkman when 

hp isn t drinking but he can go for months, day after day, 

9 ii the-bottle and wonder as one may, one cannot figure 
out how a frail constitution can keep going. 
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for my problem with Pal, it eased today in a way, He 
arrived at 6 a»M, quite alright, By 7 

he had rounded up a bottle and didn't know what he was doing, 

He had told the store we Reeded a couple of men to help 

in the gardens and I put them to work and let Pal get, 

lost. He didn't do much damage since he was capable 

of sitting down the balance of the day but didn't do 

a lick of work, —fortunately since iactivity saves vegetation 

but the psychological effect »n workers who see one of their members doing 

nothing and getting i paid for it while they labor is b a d,, It 

would seem simple enough if one simply sent Pal home but~ a do 2 cn ramificat 

are involved in that preceedure and so the t ing rocks along and 

one wonders what joy would be everyone's if othe bottle oroblem 

didfllt gumm. up the works all abound* 


_ • 

1 mentioned a picture of a family group in the Enterprise 
a week or so ago, --the son of Florence Con ant, Madam Regard's nurse, 
her son, the latter's wife and ,so on. 

It is the custom of the society editor of local 

papers to call various people in the social whirl to inquire 

about parties and what not, Mrs, Chopin at The Enterprise 

handles that and she was impressed this week whe>n . 

she started making her weekly calls and the first 

lady she 'phoned and asked for social news responded tartly, in obvious 
to the picture : . 

■>hy don t you call the niggers for your social news," 
to which Mrs, Chopin responded : 

"I think tkhe idea excellent and if I do, 1 shall 
probably receive a courteous response 

Vera Brown, sister of Lester Hughes, told Celeste a while back 
she would give anything in this world" for a n Angel's 
Trumpet plant, Naturally I dug one up ^ 

and sent it to her, Ihe enclosed note ackno&l^€ies the plant and 

there is something about the expression of , 

the two trips she had made at the time sounds hilarious to me, 

,, ' ~ 

oe things turn and so I must turn to some desk work and then 
call it a day. My hopes center on little Miss L ee, 
our patient and our friend,,,,, , 



re 






> 


Wednesday, July 17th, 19 63. 

Memo randum : 

. \ : i-. 

Fair and 100,, 

It all seemed so odd todayi -nobody tipped a bottle, 

I waved Pal to th.e kitchen garden a ?td left him to his own devices. 

By mid morning, he had. conferred withDorcatha, 
saying he was ashamed of his condition on Monday and Tuesday 
and wasn't ever going fo get drv.nk again. What an old 
chesnut that one is, 

I talked with Carmen on the 'phone twice and saw her once, 

Ttiis morning she called to gossip, mostly about seme youth, 

a nephew of Hilda Perini or however that young friend 

of Miss Cam's spelled her name, I believe the youth's 

iicPi e is temlinson or some such and his death will undoubtedly be 

mentioned in thisweek's paper. According to Carmen, 

the youth had returned from his job in the city electric plant, 

embraced his mother and grandmother and a guest with gaiety 

and stepped into the bathroom where, it is said, he choked to death when 

vomiting, 1 never heard of such a thing. It is, 

said, he is being^ buried without a Catholic service and 

not in Cathilic holy ground, I didn know they had such 

j ir. • ■’ e ’,es »:•* Late hex, .,, 

Catholic, Protestant, ew white and colored arc buried 
in the same cemetery, it seems the hoy's bother is dying 
of cancer. Carmen's next sentence I found arresting, when 
speaking of Hilda's sister : 

"She is almost a n atheist", 

« 

In my limited t experience, I think J have never 
run across a» "almost" in just that position in 
conjunction with the word immediately following it.. 

Carmen said she was coming dlown to see • 
the artist about some pictures and viould drop in 
to see me around 5 o'clock unless I was busy, «. <■ 

I told her frankly I was, knowing perfectly well she would come 
a n \JWay, 

I did c a ll her back afternoon or rather after noon dinner when 
I learned the Highway Was being treated to a new coat of tar on which grave 
w a s being spread, I n$ver find traveling on such a road much fun 
and called Carmen to suggest that if she must venture down this way, 
she woul$ t dq well toauoid the river road and journey by the 
cement Highway Ho 1, 


i 
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said she had left her sister and 
a nd that the latter had suggested 
mosey over for a drap, I gave a shot of port and 

to the side gate where she went her w a y and I to supper, 


She turned up at 5 and 
brother-in-law at Celeste 's 
Carmen and I 
escorted her 




I was midly surprised to find John Wenk gr a cing the board, he havi 
up from New rleans this afternoon, J, H, told u creatha that 
Sister had written' she was bringing a couple of guests 
for neon dinner on Saturday• Hummmmmmmmm, 

* 

[ intended saying yesterday that when gathering up some 
papers on a holding shelf the day before, I ran across a letter 
thatwas lying there• I did not investigate to whom it was 
addressed hutsimply mailed it along with the other out¬ 
going items and wondered and hoped if it might be the missing 
memo of a while b a ck although it may well have been 
addressed tc any one of peopleto whom letters are knocked off 
in the course of a month, 


ng c 


Reverting to Carmen's C 3 II this morning , she 
aboutCharles Cunningham,and the long talk she had 
him earlier in the morning, According to Carmen, 
explains the rift between the Cunninghams and the 
as having come to the bursting point when Charles 
nightly on reaching home to find la Beaufort there 


had much to relate 
had with 
Carles 

widow Cloutier 
grew restative 
and tn no 


frame of mindfor going on her way, Often, wltich I doubt, 

Charles wants to go bnck to the office and Beth's presence 
made dinner difficult night after night because 0 her presence, 

He claims she set a bout saying unpleasant 

things about him and his wife when he finally indicated that 

too prolonged nightly visits were too much, Whatever 

the reason for the rumpus, the break continues • is for la Beaufort, 

is said to be "on the verge of a nervous breakdown" , and 

as for Charles, he goes tothe famous Baltimore hospital 

to let them do as they will with his stomach And may 

the he st b a g win • 


she 


Well, Lord, Kay Just calfied from Hyde 
Park • The hougr cP proacheth 10 and she 
said she and $amep had just had a fine steak and were 
slap happy about 'life generally and the a bility on her part to 
eat, She mentioned planning to run up to Mayo’s in September 
to check on her hip but felt it was well on the right track and 
may 3 he be right, after the 10th operation, And* now 
I must operate on a dab of correspondence and then see if T can 
round up the President’s news conference re-braodcast ,,•••• 


J 


12519 


Thursday, July 18th, 19 63. 


Memorandum j 


Fair and 1 00. I notice in town the official 
thermometer like that in Alexandria*, —and many other 
places, is situated in some spotsomewhat removed from 
the space occupied by most people . For instance, 
the official thermometer in Manhattan used to be atop 
0 n observatory tower in Centra Pj.rk which in summer 
alw a ys had a cooler reading than one was like to enceun er 
a ny place in town Twice this week when the local 
thermometer has read 1 03 a store in Natchitoches has h a d 
the, same reading while officially the thermometer at the 
recording station stood at 93 or 94, leading one to 
believe it might be nice to dwell i n such a place, 
is Mr, Hughes of the U, S, Weather Station in Shreveport 
remarked s metime : ack in a letter to me, the Alexandria 
thermometer reading is alw a ys lower th a n a nywhere else in the 
region recause it is situated in some low spot that has 
sub-normal temperatures and so deep summerturns on her oven. 

Cousin Emm a died last night or rather at 12*30 last night or 
this morning. She was the mother of Alton a 7,rf MurraM. Lambre of 
Bermuda and a close friend of M a dan Regard, Carmen and so on. 

She w a a Breaseale, I believe, ai d I suppose we shall 
h a ve her obituaty in next week's paper. 


t The planters in the region who p a id the rain 
m a kers several thousand dollars to produce rain called 
them to produce some today and the little box, said to 
m n gic that begets a downpour was pluged into the 
electric 


upon 

held 


the 


socket and bussed away but n o r a in descended although 


the mc.gicians had predicted 
t^ing 77 " +1 — ' 


poc us 
last, 


tells me 
and some 
to think 


of 

so 


the 

too 


d^b- 


, copious amount. Some - 
■*f(.fTaud in all this hocus- 


1 -nters are beginning - 


a 




Mark Rogers, one of my former secretaries, dropped in 
to see me this evening, Mark lives down by the spillway and 
works at the Roque garage up the Bermuda road a mile or 
so butwe seldom see each other even as with so many neighbors everywhere 
who somehow seldom encounter each other although they dwell in 
fairly close proximity,Like Log and his military adventures 
inAfrica and Europe, so Mark a iid his Korean campaigns come 
b a ck to Cane Riveruntouched by the travels and 
experiences which, J- suppose, on second thought, is just 
about the absence of reactions that the majority 0 
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I « 

people manifest even when, unlike Leg and Aar ^» they make 
journeys of their own free will to places of their 
own chesing. I a m filled with wonder especially m the ca s3 
of the latter a ud c a n't imagine how humpi beings can go so far and 
see so much andrem a ing completely insulatedfrem the forces that 
exert so much on others , 

^' 

James dropped in for. a pleasant hour this afternoon , 

I take it Kay raws* h a ve telephoned me last night when uames 
took Mesdames Storm «nd Cr a btree b a ck to LSB6 S cr 1 assume 
the four probably dined together at Hyde Park, 

M ddy get started at the usu a l hour but it s eems to me 
I accomplished so much more before breakfasd than usual* 

Sam Brown's sow get out and came up this way, invading the 
Gh a na ga T< dsn, 1 observed a sow likes tomatoes, mere 
v)aS the business of trying te get,her out of the place _ 
nd netting a secret entrance she had smashed put b a ck into 
a state of a^onimity before the plantation got turning, hen tie re 
were three sons of the soil to he put to work and before 
the feathered friends could be invited to bre a k their fast, 

Wiley Anthony, Boreatha's uncle appeared, V ringing me an 
extraordinary lamp he had made out of some kind of pl a stic 
bottles. —Clorox or some such a Jl d two other gentlemen droppea m 
to see* a bout getting letters written by which time it 
was 6s50 and time for me to get into some dry r a iment and 
h n ve a go at corn flakes, b a con and eggs a nd toast a nd hot 
chocolate. There was a flurry of other out of door things 
Calling me immediately after breakfast and, oddly enough, I 
felt impelled to att a ck a tall glass of ice tea, heavily 
doctored with lemon c »d mint before 8 o clock 
a nd for the balance of the morning I spent a goodly amount 
of time and energy casting about for dry shirts, I .... 
believe an ample consumption of liquids durnder present high 
temperatures is a good idea» -•‘especially for the laundry, 

•* ' 

B roust make it a point to get over to see the * 
RoberMAnthony twins one of these days, JJ ore atha, their auntie, 
tells meRox a nna who had remained at the harity hospital 
when her twin brother, Robert, came down this way last week, ias 
now joined her twin and I'm ^eund tcpay my respects. They 
live the river in the house a bove the 
R„nd-Register camp a nd it is easy enough for M to skip 
a cr?88 the cotton fields or drive over with James, 

t 

There was a letter from Nat a lie today but I ■ 
res rve letterson occasion for the plantation 
secretariat and so I shall not get to it until the morrow. 

In the mean time, 1 hold the t ought a ll rocTrs al g 
Lyme as little Miss Lee a nd I would have it . 


Friday, July 19th, 19 63. 


Memornadumt. 

« . ... 

Hot, The Weather Bureau says a firm High stretches 
from the island of Eermuda*t» the western Gulf Coast and that there 
is no moisture in the occassional array of thunder- 
heads, * 

• t 

t was such a delightful surprise to f ind a letter 
from Lyme in today's post, -~the 15th and 6th, together with the cli 
about the .impending innovation in Central Park, 

I am so glad to have a further promising 
report concerning our patient and may the good 
work go steadily forward, 

C C 

That circumstances shoul h a ve caused 
a .gap in the meetings as between Lydi a a nd Natalie is 
understandable enough, I take it Natalie 
is up 'to her meek in trying to keep abreast with the 
incred ifiblc amount of reading required by her 
present course. From what j hear from educational 
institutions covering their summer vouches, I gather 
that all of them try to jam in d> entire semestre in the 
six or eight weeks given ever to the ^summer session and 
my guess is that while the credits may ’he 
desirpd, the amount of education digests is scant except 
in gulps too vast to heof much value # 

It was goed to learn from t* e Lew letter that 
tomorrow's eclipse will take place 
in the afternoon, I may have mentioned before 
that the somewhat elaborate reports I have heard of 
the impending doings emitted dL 1 references to time, 

James mentioned yesterday that he had seen a big 

map. of the c ntinent, present by one of the 

major newspapers, showing what, degree of 

totality would be in the seve Pal retions as between 

Maine and Alaska but no where on the map was 

there any indication as to the time of ‘the doings but now 

you h a ve acquainted me with the jt rt of the day it will cp pear. 
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Carmen called me this meriting after Cousin 
Emma s funeral to say that Ola Mae Word was picking her 
up at 1 o'clock and they were driving 
to Alexandria t do something about Uatchitec lies 
and Hodges ardens. Celeste and J. H. dined at the big house 
this noon and Celeste asked me if I couldn't come 
over to sit in on the TV program at 3:30 over Chat el 4 of 
the Alexandria system. I could. 

.... . •* . - (f '■ ' *_ 

4s you may have noticed, it is fearful and wonderful 
what one may encounter on T. V. Ola Mae h-d a few things 
to say about Hodges Garden and Carmen had quite" a 
lot to say about Hatchitochcs and theCaneRiver 
country, Tie program was half an hour. It didn't 
matter that 0i a Mae touched on the 17th century 
aspects of Hatchitoches because nobody listening 
would know or care whether Hatchitoches got going in 
the 18th rather th a n the, 17th century. I thought 
Carmen quite out did herself, however, when the moderator 
ask her to say something z bout literary 
light that had blinked along the Melrose shore. She 
mentioned only two and surprisingly enough, tied them in with 
me which I thought pretty hilarious. I 
think 1 can quote her verbatim 


Oh,yes, Miss Cammie entertained many celebrated 
writers and actors at Melrose including 
Kate Chopin, Dorothy Dix and Fran whom everybody knows 
and loves." Verily that was kind of Carmen to mention 
Lestan butthe Chopin—Dix tie was surprising. 


until 
She 


she 

took 


Vbemtjirese at 4 to depart, mine hostess embraced me 
m fond falifioell. She explained she would be 
going to town early in the morning and so would 
miss thecoffee hour and as she and J. H, 
would be leaving at 5 on Sunday morning 
for HewOrleans, she wouldn't be seeing me 
got b a ck from Kentucky a week or so hence, 
the opportunity to invest me in my office 
of Master of the Hoynd during her absence. 

Clara ^enung mentioned on the 'phone today that the Walken 
are at dodges tonight, attending an open air play and 
she understood they would linger on at the motel 
until the morrow. So the weekend approaches 
and may it be a happy one in Lyme...... 







Memorandum : 


I 


Sunday, July Slst, 19 63. 



A 


Clear a:id 100. It seemed 

to me that today was the warmest thus f c r this *year but per- 

b ps that w c s merely because , there wasn't cbreath of air 

stirring. I noted the heat on several occasions hut 

as I spent the greatest portion of the day inside, I didn't 

mind it hut j felt sorry for the catswith their fur 

co^ts, the birds with their feathered frocks and the vegetation 

all of whom seemed to 3t a y put a nd none of t them being" 

hungry but l figured the kitchen garden would feel thirsty and 

tonight they are getting a prolonged drink from the hose department. 

Saturday was dissy hut hearable since the Shreveport visitors 
didn t arrive until 10:50 and were gone by 3:30, —the 
Wendell Martins being present a s Sister's gue ts*. Mrs . Martin 
Vaguely startled me when she calmly remarked 
she was a friend of Retina -^enholme's, an odd statement » 
for aybody to make in front of Sister. I ducked and 
it flew bye without <31 yone taking note. 

Tie eclipse of the sun,. said to be 47 percent, came along 
on schedule in a cloudless sky. I think nobody in this 
area would have noticed it, had the news media not pointed to it in 
advance. Die re v)as no shadow but seemingly a thin veil of clouds filtered 
the intensity of the heat for a few moments but not 
enough for one to remark c bout under usual circumstances.. 

John Wenk borrowed my alarm clock last night, — 
and as I never set the alarm, 1 didn't miss it. I 
passed by the big house this morning at 5:30 and John 
was gone. I suppose he may have had a cup of coffee with 

the two . H.'s and Celeste and that they ell 

took to the big road forthwith. John will 
keep the car in Hew Orleans and the folks will 

pick it up next Sunday when Celeste gets b^ck from Kentucky and J. H. Henry 

J. H."illi z ms return <t?» their Banker's Special through Illinois, 

Iow a and Colorado. 


I was t glad James dropped in onSatuday afternoon 
just after dinner, providing me with company 
to entertain while another could entertain her guests. * 

sivi . 7 ’• ' " ’ 3 ft* • • v it 4 0 .r ti' 
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enday, July 22nd , 2963 


News from town as reported my guest seems to he all 
on the good side. Auntie and nice naturally see e a ch other 
every day while the niece's husband, usually busy in 
his s tudy, drives the ladies from Hyde Park back to 1226 while the 
niece remains behind, awaiting the morrow. 

Charateristic of any householf dominated by 
Auntie, it is, said, there is the matter 
of servents. Before she blew in for the present visit, 
there was careful casting a bout on the part of the 
niece to find the best possible servent and a rare one was found. 
On the day auntie arrived, auntie, on re a ching 1226, began a big 
tirade about -the- triflin' niggers who are currently making 
all this trouble It seemed to at least one person, perhaps 
two persons within earshot that a untie was really having a go at 
things. On the following day, the widely sought for servent of 
the day before had vanished. There are other tales of parallel 
design that indicates clearly enough why a visit 
from auntie means a lot more thanwould cp pear 

on the news bulletin of her arrival.. 

■ 

; 

I had a call from the Louisianne motel Saturday, asking for 
a special classification in behalf of a M r. and Mrs. 

Hines of Colorado. I told the Louisianne, that 

Saturday would be impossible. There was a consultation with the h 

and wife who said they would stay over if something could 

be fitted in. for Sunday. It could. r The couple arrived this morni 

after 8 and I found them delightful. Unfortunately 

Mr. Hines could Walk only c short distance and so he say in a 

chair while Mrs. Hines and I made a round After the tour we had 

a pleasant chat under the ceiling fan in the summer » • ' 

dinning room and they left hearingsamples of plants they knew 

nothing a bout, literature they will probably 

re a d and a big old Sack of tomatoes which I have 

no doubt they will share with some •f 

Iheir friends along their w a y home. * 

I am looking forward to seeing the July 19th issue 
of Life which should have arrived Saturday but didn't. 

I hold the thought the illustrations of Greek treasures 
map fefcs exhilarating a s advance notices have led one tobelieve. 
M a y this weekend in Lyme have been as satisfactory to little 
Miss Lee as it was locally to Lestan...... 


The hot and hundred parts of yesterday were projected into 
today. It was, in fact, over 1 00 both days hut at 5 l }30 this afternoon 
some big old thunderheads rolled up from allaround and we 
had a splendid rain, perhaps over c#» inch and so 
it is cooler tonight. 

I don't know when it was last night that Aunt &illie 
cal - but . :iow it was about 11 when the conversation was 
completed. She said Kay had had a stomach upset in that something 
she had eaten disagreed with her. I suppose in all good time 
1 shall be receiving another report on the same 

subject and what part if any Auntie may have had in contributing to 


There were two or t hree stories the lady wax tedto relate 
and I found them entertaining. The connection* was clear but 
there were one or two little confusions about the identity 
5 / people. I said something ^bout .7 helma going toShreveport 
to pick up John and Auntie obviously was thinking of 
I. S .<Hl lard whom she 3xid was returning from New rleans 
this Monday. 1 take it I.S.Tillard did indeed return during the day 
for when I called Hyde Park a hout 7:30 to invite James to dinner on 
the morrow, the line was busy z nd so wa3 3235, the Willard residence 
I dialled just for fun to get the expected busy signal. 

I don t recall when I h a ve been so flattered as I w c s today 
when two separate calls came in from town, each referring to 
the same thing, and the reason for the feeling o flattery sweeping 
over me was the reference in each case was, to quote direct, my 
"signature", --a word of such substance when h a ving to do with 
my scrawl that I was vastly moved. It seems I had " 
written a paper a while hr_ck to which I h a d cp pended my name 
in longhand. The paper came under the scrutiny of an expert in h a nd 
writing who promptly declare the "s\gn a ture" was most certainly 
not mine, thus resulting in the telephone calls. 

I was so happy at the designation of the scrawl as a signature that 

in my delirium, I forgot to ask if I seemed to be getting 

better at pen pushing and I do honestly b elieve I 

really couldn 't get much worse in that department 

although it has been a long time since I got 

a good look at my efforts in that direction. 
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Tuesdcy 


Memorandum 


Last evening's rainfall amounted to 2 inches, 

We were lucky for we needed it and so did the 
plantations between Bermuda and town but they didn't get 
a drop, It was cool last night but before noon 
today, it had climbed back into the 90's which was 
again tempered between 4 .and .5 this afternoon when 
a brisk wind sprang up and a tenth of 
cn inch of rain fell . It's 
around 70 tonight and altogether pleasant, 

1 tried to contact James today before neon, hoping 
he might drop in for noon dinner but I failed to reach 
hin. He came after dinner, however, and we had •half an 
hour to canvas things transpiring over the weekend. He 
said Kayhad had a stomcuch upset on Saturday night which 
she attributed tosome Orange-Peko tea she had drunk, James 
denoted if it was the tea, Kay's surgeon dropped in to 
see her and I gather everything is just fine again. 

He said Kay had called Aunt Willie, asking her to put off 
coming on Sunday, Aunt Yfillie had told me the 
reason she did not go by the house was because two ou of the 
three Hyde Park a *rconditioners were out of order. One 
takes what one pleases, —tea, persenaities, air c ondi timers 
whatever. 


Carmen called this morning to compare notes on the 
She said the thermometer on the north side of her house read 
97 degrees last night at 11 o'clock and I can believe it. 

It was in the 80's here this morning at 6 o'clock 

and I was somewhat indifferent when 1 noted that Pal 

who had brought me some roasting ears from his own corn patch had 

already had a go at the bottle. He had brought me a bundle 

of peanut vines with the peanuts on them yesterday and I could 

sense plainly enough tlien that he was heading in the direction 

of Bottle Bow, I assig ed him.some hoeing that I hoped 

would provide ample places for him to pass out and 

I neticed a few hours later that he 

was indeed passed out, I find weeds undistrubed can do so much 
less dam a ge to other plants than a drunken hoe hand can accomplish 

, • » 

It seems to me the peahen has been parked on her 
eggs a bout long enough to hatch out some b kies but 
she does right on setting Perh a ps the m a gical hour 
for the hatching w a s for the morrow so that one may charge off 
diy failures of success to tonight's ri~n storm. In the 
case of the L a dy Amherst pheasants, however, the tale is 
quite different, Pillowing their method of last 
summer, first the wife and then the husband takes 

over in the setting business. It's a job each seems to relish and 

the net that the eggs, after weeks of concentration on them by 

the prospective pa?a and mama, never come to fruition, still 

thw would-be parents never seem daunted by diSappointment and 

stick right to their job, month in and month out 

and I don t pother to remove the eggs from the nest .since 

both of them seem to be having such a jolly time, 

■ :■ v. '• Z • . ' t 

I suppose the b a nkers on the junket 
3pent tod~y r a cing around Illioneis farm l~nds by bus, following 
their jaunt from HewOrleans by train if one can 
make the Louisiana-Hlinois run over night. In <*» y event, 
their train is scheduled to roll on to Des Moines 
over night where more buses will pick them up for more 

farm sight seeing in Iow a and so on through . _, , , 

.Nebraska, Wyoming : nd Colorado with a different State every day 

„nd m^u then, the bankers, survive •••••• 


vames said he had seen Juanita B, at the grocery store 
yesterday and she mentioned that she and Pat 
were leaving on the morrow for their 3 or 4 week tour 
of Europe,! had forgotten when it was they were'- 
taking off. Power to them, 

.. r\ f • '* 

I 

Phe enclosures speak for themselves. Prom Rohina’s 
letter, I take it she must have got her information 
-,bout the real estate deal from lnDormon who, I 
hope, got it from nobody who knew anything, I haven't 
heard a Pet Milkpossibility following the initial disclosure 
that the place could be bought by & yone having three 
million who wanted to invest same in real estate. As 
for Lest c n having been designated c s custodian, I hadn't 
heyrd anything a hout that either and it is my 
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Wednesday, JulySq 




2963, 


personal opinion that sufficient doings would he involved on 

that particular point so that I should probably have heard abou it, 

\ . 

Clara Genung called me today to gossip # She said somebody 
named Weis who'owns papers in south Louisiana, -.-he is 
n ssn of Corckett Morris, or, more precisely a son-in- 
law, wants to buy the Enterprise and the paper theWalkers own 
in^olfax but Clara thinks the Walkers like their 
present home % and perhaps wouldn't sell either paper, Clar a 
spake further and saysth that one r eason she hasn't been 
hearing from Mrs, W q lker as much as formerly i3 because, 
according to one informant, Mrs,Wnlker isurriting 
a book, .71 his may be ture for she has a lot of mate-rial 

on political philosoohy but I dou t if she 
contemplates a book at present, TheWalkers 

are hiring some gentleman, from Illinois or Wisconsin or some 

such place as some kind of all editor to r e'lieve Mr, Walker 

of many details in theEnterprise and 

Mrs', Walker wants to spend more time at home, I set 

small s tore by all this ; ews although , there may be grains of 

fact in some of it I hope but doubt if the 

paper is justified in adding the expense of a Managing Editor 
to its staff butl don t prete.nd to know anything about 
that point' sin^e my only connection is the column I give 
the p'ilication, 

, - t, tV \J 

9 

I continue hoping from day to day that the July 19th issue 
of Life will come to hand. It should have been here last 
Friday, of course but neither J, 'fit's copy ner mine has 
apeared although t'\» clerk ne 

cop 9 **’c h ' * \o ; 'n c '• "ough or. :cr - • 

I am cnx.ii. '• see the article about theGreek 
treasures and' shill continue holding the thought 
I may h a ve it on the morrow 

I wish little Miss Lee might h-ve a breath of the butterfly 
lilies whose perfume wanders in from along the front gallery. There 
are perh a ps fifty or sixtyof the stalks, all 7 or 8 feet 
in height, which are in their pinnacle of perfection and thanks 
to last 'evening ' s r a in and tonight’s evening shower, the 
fragrance is unusually sweet and pungent, he 
okra and the tomato crops both jumped in their ripening 
as a result 1 of the moisture of yesterday and more than one 
cabin dinner tonight may have the rainto thank for 
one or two items on tonight's menu,,,,,,. 


Memorandum: 

• 

Generally cloudy with occasional gleams, of sunshine 
and with a l fairly moderate in temperature al though 
sufficiently warm t • dreoh three changes of shirts, A brave 
young crescent moon skips from cloudhfn k to cloud¬ 
bank but whether the moon or the clouds will win out during 
the night is anybody's guess, 

r &re was too much telephoning during the day , all of the in- 
comingWfariety on a day I had plenty ti occupy my time 
beyond} the reach of see wire, as little Miss 0, of yesteryear 

would h a ve it, — ,, 

• 

Thelma called this morning to invite me on 
a jaunt on Friday to Briarwood, taking Aunt*' illie along. 

My response was prompt and laconic:Th a nk you, Me, 

helma always h a s lots » to talk about and much of it 
is interesting, She finds AuntWillie remarkable for her 93rd 
year, declares she has done much for which the State should 
be grateful, draws energy out of everybody and is possessed 
of a bag of tricks she never tires using and usually 
her way by handling same with such adroitness, 

Thelma never has much to say about her travels either 
in prospect or retrospect, It is a virtue 

which she practices too vehemently for me since I enjoy hearing 

her relate her expectations,and her adventures . She 

mentioned one thing today that I found excellent, and 

probr.fi ly something many people practice although I don't recall 

ever having heard anyone mention it before. She said that 

when going tfi ywhere by air, she usually takes clothing she 

will require, good pieces but not her best, and 

when she enc ounters~wq.rdrobe items apealing to her d eng 

the way, she simply purchases same and gives what she started 

out with topeople of the country she is visiting, I 

always liked to put a new pack of playing card3 in the top 

of my traveling bag when going from East or rather to the East from 

theWcvLso that I could say to the custom's inspectator, -usually 

n UIA 77) h n +. I h rt d b r* nh h m 1 1 7 m n-i } + 4- « It « m 


theWcvLso t 
a on 

mirime th^^p wh 
wom c n ^Wi n e 


not to sp$t}d money on. 


landing that I had brought^bhe little gift to her, 
ich never failed to please the inspector, man or 
cards always seemed to ibe something they prised hut prej m 
money on. 
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Thursday , JulyS5th, 19 63. 


thunder, the 


descending 


Mrs, falalwe of Shreveport was another person 
who 'phoned. She wanted to come to see me on the 
morrow. —in the morning, —but 1 said it 

w uld have to be afternoon and she said that was alright. jome 

of the Fulaleves, —Heaven knows how the name is spellled, have 

‘a- plantation store tn one of their plantations down this way a few 

miles from Shreveport where they sell fancy jellies, 

pecans cfi d so on. It .is said they do q- ite a thriving 

business all year 'round but especially between 

labor Day and Hew Year's. She things she iW9° lJl 9 9^ 

some Hunter^can vases from me which she isn 6yj r I 

shell let her do her business on that item wTt.i the 

artist herself, —a guar a teed headache 

if there ever was one. 

Just now, following a sharpelap of thunder, the 
lights went out hut 'only for a prolonged moment. 

The thought of the revival services new in full swing 
flashed through my mind. A heavy shower of ram is now descending 
and from the looks of the little old. revival tent, it 
preb a bly is just about as damp inside as it is. outside, if 
orooerly managed, this cloudburst ought to save ... t 
a lot of time and energy next Sunday or whenever baptism 
is scheduled since both d converts and congregation 
must be getting a voluminous sprinkling right now. 

I gathered four or five bushels of the pear tomatoes 
this afternoon. Mien I was in the midst of it, 

Joe Renry and Juanita A. suddenly blew in. they 
waited tome tomatoes and we certainly had them. 

Joe wanted some okra but 1 put him off . 

until Saturday since I had gathered okra to t he vanishing 
point the day before and the okra had indeed vanished. 

They remained for supper, —the Henrys not the okra, and 
Joe went to work on me to preach the sermon, 
in the Presbyterian Church in town next Sunday, it seems 
the pastor is on a month's vacation and the substitute 
m a n of Cod whom they counted for this coming Sabbath 
cannot make it and Joe thought I might 
conduct thejhrvice. Imagine. # 


conduct theffbrvice. Imagine 


i 


Well, Lord, the rain continues and 1 mutt get busy 

with some desk work and then flatten out.. I 

hold the thought our patient continues on the high road to 

good health....**•• 


Memorandum : t ■-+ ► 

Cloudyand humid and fairly cool all morning, hot 
and fair this afternoon and fair a nd cool tonight with 
a crescent over the Montrose Hills that is lovely. 

Life magasine. with its illustrations ofCreek treasures 
came today. I must look at the illustrations 
again. I found the text delightful. 

ft 

The Jack Fulaleves with a lady came this afternoon 
and we had a happy two hour go at things. ^ They said <. 

Carrrie had called them when she was in Shreveport last 
week for he heart check-up and denounced them for 
being among the annomynous.group who pu Up the 
money for her air conditioning instal a tion. Jackck said 
Ola ¥ae seemed~±e be spear-heading thecollection. 

All this seems very odd to me since Ola M a e, I think, knows 
Caroline le ss th a n Carolyn does and that is mighty little I 
doubt if Ola Mae has ever been to Briarwood. I must 
ask DoDin^oho started the thing going Jack said 
he assumed one may expect a wail when Carrie gets her first 
R. E. A. bill 

Jack's wife had chanced to 'phone me fromShrevevort 
when Randy Jack and his Miss Harrison were here 
a while h a ck a nd 1 had promised to send hera tile by frim 
which, of course, I did. I sent some things to his mteher, too ,— 
Frances Rand v 2 ck, who is always most punctual about 
making acknowledgements .But I never heard from her and today 
I learned that Randy had. never delivered the tile either la 
ulalove explaining she had assumed I had forgotten to send the thing. 
The intrinsic v a lue of everything sent by Randy was of scant account 
but one regrets his failure to carry through. Perhaps 
he is in love which enables so many otherwise responsible persons 
to get away with so much. 

, How the Fulliloves fared at the artist's, I 
knew not but shall probably have a report within a 
day or se. I might hqve hqd survey from James who passed this 
way between 5 and 6, just as I was 


■ 
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Friday , July 85th, 19 63. 


heading tut for supper. I inuited him tt partake with 
me hut as we reached the gite, we 

ntticed twt ytung girls chasing the peacocks and we 
concluded, as it turned tut correctly, that Dan and his 
offspring wtuld he gracing the hoard and so 
James decided they and there he would return to town. 

J suggested he make a round on the morrow at nan for some 
okra gumbo and perhaps he will make a round then. 

It will be interesting to learn if Thelma 
eng neered her jaunt to Briarwtod with Aunttiillie on 
the morrow, I should think Kay might not attempt the 
trip just yet. I could get details from 
I. S. Willard, I a m sure, if I could 

reach I. 3.Willard but several attempts to get through to her during 
the past couple of hours have come to naught, what with a 
busy signal encountered •» each occasion. I 

have no doubt she and Kay are having one of their prolonged sessions 
since a busy signal emerges each time I dial 4498, --Hyde Dark, -- 
following each unsuccessful attempt to get through to 3835, the 
Willard residence. I must consult with Jame3 to 
formulate a name for the Willard establish¬ 
ment 

The peahenusually comes over to Yuccafrom her nest in 
the gourd garden in the afternoon and calls to me that she * 
is hungry but today she put in an appearance about 11 in t he morning. 

I wondered if this indicated her setting session was over 
but this afternoon 1 noticed she was back on her nest. 

Something tells me it is time for her eggs to have hatched but 

I cannot recall and never did know precisely 

which day she began setting although I thought it^was 

the 19th of June. If so, the hatching is long over 

due and it may be that like the pheasants, she has decided to keep 

right on setting whether there is a prospect of be-getting 

little ones or not. I do recall having contrived a labyrinth prior 

to July 4th so that enfantile visitors wouldn’t 

stumble over her nest and as the 4th of August isn't 

too far away, I shall be able to determine .with assurance by 

then if theire are going to be any little peacocks this year or not. 

Behind as I am in my correspondence , I gather deep summer 
is not the time for brisk letter writing on the.Jpart of most people. 

In any e vent, the mail seems to have keen light’’of late 

and I t for one, am rolling up my sleeves and 

turning over a new page tonight to see if I can step up 

my own production a little. Energy is expended so lavishly without trying 
when it is so warm and 1 hold the thought the three ladies in Lyme I 
know may h e conserving every ounce........ 


Memorandum: 

JSartly cloudy, humid but moderately warm only and tonight 
it is pleasantly cool in the low 7O’s. 

( 

I was casting about this morning to round uc a n address 
and I called Jack Brittain with whom I hadn’t talked in • 
a long time. He si ad he is planning to leave on the morrow for 
Charlottesville, Virginia, and that his wife, Ann Williams Brittain, 
v)ill joyrpey up that way wi*th their children and explored the 
Virginia scene a kit, —Williamsburg and all, and 
then proceeds down the East coast to Florida, which all 
sounded fine "excusin' the children". 

C ~ l 

On another t a ck, Jack said he had* read this v)eek’s column,- 
every word you a nd Edward P. Morgan had to say". This was a gentle 
rebuke to me, I suppose, for, when I stepped to recall, Jack 0. 
Brittain leo/ns he a vily in the direction of the radical right. Well, 
every man to his taste and I'm glad Cane-^iver Memo' sounded a 
note through the Morgan message that is too infrequently expressed 
m print around and about the BelicanState. 

James came for noon dinner and enjoyed the gumbo which was 
excellent. 

I was at snee amused and amazed today when 1 learned 
of the latest gesture on the part of I.S.Willard 
injier unending role of "Alice au pays des merveilles". Somehow 
I .o illp, rd, however, is able to reverse the thing in a way 
that it is 3he and not the world she lives in that is the wonder. 
Either she ignores or refuses to pay any attention to 
circumstances which she ought to keep in mind, it seems to 
me, whenshe starts setting things in motion nad obviously 
holds doggedly to the firm conviction that the consequences 
will take care of^themselves. The present case, it seems, 

Was the subject of much conversation between her 

c nd Kay on the telephone last night. I. 3.Dillard thought 

it woul'l be darling for everybody if she engineered things 

so that Beth tiilliams Cloutier devoted a lot of 

her time to Kay and to Aunt"illie.. All three would 

benefit vastly as no doubt ^ames , would, too. 

Hlard bound to know that la Beaufort is wacky and 
is currently in the middle of the fine stew she stirred up fro^ 

-hcries andEuth Cunningham which was carried to such a pitch 


i 
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that the Cunninghams eventually had to mention taking 

Beth to court if she persisted, Knowing the twists and quirks all 
around and the relations as between Aunt jVillie and James and 
the emotional ties as Between Kay and auntie, not to mention 
Beth’s well known delight in setting c ny pot to boiling c nd keeping 
it bubbling over if possible, it seems incredible that 
I, S,Willard would conjure up a project that would push 
the three ladies intoa relationship > 

bound to give 'way at the seams just as quickly 
as Seth could set her hand to it, ,, .interruption ,,• 

Ihis is the second call 1 have had tonight from people in town 
wanting to bring Northwestern people to view e ye olde plantation,. 
This latest one, Mrs, Alton Lambre whose mother-in-law, "Cousin Emma" 
Bermuda died last week. 




I have been having a minor difficulty with, a couple 
a finger nail on my left hand and a toe nail on my 
left foot. Somehow I bent the nail back when working and 
1 suppose l stubbed my toe and did the same thing, 
alright again now, and last night I sleet 
more soundly than in a t ceuple nights and so 1 assume it 
is mending. If it isn t back to normal by Monday, I shall 
have t James run me in to pay the lady doctor a visit. 


o extremeties, 


The finger is 


There s a chance,1 may have a visit fromEdith Porter 
on thq morrow. Carmen called me to say Edith had 

planned to drive down from^hreveport on .Friday and return home on Sunday 
Edith had called her this noon to say the weather was rough in 
that area and the Weat her Bnreau had advised everybdody to stay off the 
as trees were being tossed about and cars pushed thither and yon and so 
decided to mount a bus instead of using her own vehicle, I 
shall be glad to see her although Carmen will probably 
bring along la Durante and nobody will have anything to do but 

Fortunately Carmen's sister*is weak on her feet 
1 can ,engineer a private *‘ l 
in the garden so we can chat a little. 


listen to her, 
and so perhaps 
tour for Edith 


Tie high winds locally earlier in the week knocked 
down ,s* m a ny small branches, 3 or 4 feet in length but 
didn t seem to break many of the larger limbs, 

I noticed today that the TV aerial across the fence 
w a s blown downand I know not if it can be re¬ 
elevated prior to Sunday and the return of the travelers, 
May it be a lovely weekend in Lyme, . 


Sunday, July 2J3th ,'2963, 


Memorandum ; . 

hot and humid with a half hour shower each afternoon 
around 5 to temper the heat. The humidity cannot 
be increased, 1 assume. This morning at 6 o’clock, 
the weather bureau both at Alexandria and Shreveport, under 
clear skies, reported the humidity at 100. Somehow 
it reminded me of news of an automobile wreck in 
Texas the other day, an account of which I had tuned 
in on just as the announcer stated"with burns over 1 00 percent 
of the body", Later I heard the same news report in a 

complete statement, one victim experiencing burns over 50 
percent, the other ever 100. J?i the case of 
the weather, however, I assume the humidity will net 
go over. 1 00 percent but, for all I kno :, it might. 


It 

over 
penned, 


was so grand having . 
this weekend, I 
the ducks 


and 


loved 

all.. 


the Wednesday letter from L yme 
the setting when it was 


is It shaping 


I am so appreciative, too, of the vignettes that 
flowed from the facile pen, as to hew the summer interlude 
up, the news concerning Tilloah and all, I am 
happy the la tter peems to he receding as a picture in my mind and 
how the symholthat once pressed downwith seme vigor evaporates with the pas 
time . 

The travelers got home during the afternoon, 
perhaps 4 c ’clock I supped with them 
around 7. The Kentucky trip turned out just 
perfectly and from Louisville, in appreciation of 
the exercise of my office as Master of the Hound, came 
a darlinglittle package of paper nepkins with stripes running 
end 'earing the mark: Made in Germany, 

There wq ) s a kinsman visited in Louisville, two aunts at 
St,Catherine s Convent some place, a visit to 
somebody else at Eardstown anc^itwas all so 
pleasant. 


across them 


.1 ^ 


As for J, H,’s jaunt, it must hav 
side for him to admit that it was just 
all night train travel, up at 6 to get 


hee.n on the rugged 
that, — 
a bus to , 
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visit farms alJ’.day, catching a train at night to go r?i 
through the same ordeal day a/ter day• Of course, he has done 
the jaunt many a time he/ore and se the rigors couldn’t have 
been unexpected, He and somebody this eueing, perhaps Irby, 
were in front of the store, 1 believe, looking at a pecan tree, 
when lightning struck it, knock out all power 

in this area,tfight was approaching and I found myself wondering 
how preparations for the revival in the tent were proceeding , Perhaps 
the waxing moon that swallowed up the clouds, helped, 
out a little, 

Camren called me around 3 onSaturday afternoon, saying 
she and Edith had hoped to come down for a visit but that 
it was raining in town. Th.e sun was shinpng here hut I assumed 
the rain was moving in this direction as indeed it did around 5, 

And so the two ladies put off their call until today- when 

the weather was hot-hot around 8 but withal sunny, Edith didn't 

seem like thcEdith I had known a coupde of years back but 

was as pleasant as before and especially interesting 

when speaking of her initial European trip of a year back, In 

response to my question about making her next one by herself or 

with a friend, she replied negatively, —"it is se much easier 

to have others worry about the details, where you will stay 

? nd how long you may r em.ain and so on" ,> Because Carmen 

has net traveled abroad, I did not go into many points I 

should haV' liked to, I gathered that of all the 

places she visited, Vienna is the one she remembers most 

fondly which is natural enough. She did speak 

with a degree of enthusiasm about Petit Trianon, She was 

surprised to learn there was a little farm beyond the Petit 

Trianon and heard no one in the party mention the place, • 

Somehow, what with b a skets tomatres a round andabout, 

I think I frightened both ladies a little when, on 
their arrival they sighted the largesse, I said 

I sure was happy at the prospect of selling them some vegetables, 
Figuratively they both seemed to back off a little but 
long before they were ready to depart, they wer slap 
ft a ppy to discover a couple of big sacks marked for them, 

When they felt they had to depart, we decided we would 
pass through the Ghana and gourd gardens where armen wanted 
to see the artichokes especially, f£ll across the 
kitchen garden, the coxcomb coloring is quite 
striking at present but I think Edith saw nothing 

which made me feel that, after all» perhaps she didn { t miss too much 
when she failed to-.req.lise there ever was a little farm 
at Petit Trianon, 

I am happy to report that the ailing finger and toe seem 
to have come back to normalcy with amasing speed and everything 
in those departments is at rights once mere, .4:id may the weekend at Lyme 
have been as peaceful as locally••••• • 
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M ndayy, July 89th, 2963, 


Memorandum• 

Clouds a n d blue sky c ?id a little sower in mid afternoon 
and a pretty waxing moon tonight, 

Over the coffee cups at 9 this morning, mine hostess 
continued her expressions of delight over her Kentucky visit 
and remarked that J, H, didn't seem any more tired than usual 
following his arduous jaunt around the country, On 
second thought, I tell myself that probably every day he e xpends 
as much if hot more energy around and a bouhome base 
as whcnon such a junket, I saw him a t supper 
and we talked a little bout the trip, He says lots of 
money is turning ever but nobody is making a ny money, Tliat 
has a familiar ring . I was interested to learn that Iowa 
farms &re increasing in size and a ntonation is crowding out 
farm workers . Even as in cotton farming in 
Louisiana, so the corn and hog producers in Iow a find it 
necessary to cut la bar costs by introducing 
m a chinery and the investment in machinery requires greater 
and greater acreages to cover the mechqnical ga^Sstr^j, 

And so the viscieus circle swings, —greater and greater I G ?id holdin 

by fewer and fewer people until the'impossible 

situation’arrivcs when through taxation or otherwise 

the big holdings have to be broken up and the whole 

cycle started all o er again . 

» 

In the kitchen garden, our days with 
Pal are-over, I guess t although one is never\ 
s re about such matters, I gather the clerk must 
have had much to jay about Pal and his 
drunken ways to ~, H, and at supper, the 
latter asked me:"Whatabout Pal,,,," 

<. • 

I said I thought Pal was the p ^ 

best gardener we have ever had when sober but that than half the 

time, following Easter, the bottle had him down. 

Perhaps his brother, Atmos, j pill be getting 
an artificial leg one of these days and will 
want to return with his which Pal picked up 

at Easter whenhe shot off Atmos’ le$. 


\re than half the 


Another prohelim of the moment is 
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the nightly raid being made by hogs 
which-, in the course of a night can 
they have been tearing them up for 
nights. hr ice I have warned the 


really tear things up and 
the last three 
owner and thrice 


i his hors at first dark so 
t. - 1 f n vo/l m >1 © T tl nr 


has he K done nothing a >out it, or, more likely, 
has probably turned b N 
hey 
uch 

to pe 

that 


they may grew fat onother people's gardens. In cases 
such as this, there seems to be only one 


way 
and 

a porker 


to be only 

rsuade the owner to correct the matter 
is by shooting one hog whereupon everybody who has 
is likely to find'means of keeping them fenced in. 


he 

everyone 


revival esntinuesinto its second week and 
attending reports a wonderful time. 
Several of the most widely known tarts and 
at least half a dozen of the distinctly no-account 
gentlemen of 


the soil are occupying the 


> 


mourners' bench nightly, the mourner's 
bench being a bench placed up in front nearest the 
preacher. .7 hose who seriously consider joining 
the church sit, praying sometimes and sometimes responding 
to a request from the preacher to "talk". When anyone 
from the mourners’ bench "talks", he 

addresses the congregation, reciting how it was he or she 
got religion * flow and. then one or another 

speaker feels impelled to jump and sometimes bounces wonder¬ 
fully, 1 am told. One youth, Joe Williams, 
locally known as Peanut, enjiys reciting his experiences 
and harangues the gathering nightly to such length that 
frequently the preacher has to break in 
to a dvise Pe a nut to resume his'testimony 
on the folowing night, floonie, sometimes known 
as "ThcBride" and one time wife of Jack Marcel Morris, 
occupies the mourners' bench nightly and confides 
to t ose who will listen that she thinks she is really 
getting religion. When lucky, she has rounded up 
a bottle before re a chPng the tint and her expressions 
of faith are even more fervent’ when she 
has drained the stimulant. floonie 
seldom spend either day or night with her husband 
and child but tends to divide day and nighjt-&ith 
Fug frbou and wife or with one or another / 
confirmed devotee of the bottle. In 
short, it's deep summer, the preacher is 
a scoundrel, the field hands in a mood for a frolic and 
are finding inexpensive fun to while away the nights• 


(KoSl 
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Tuesday, July 50th, 1965. 


of Tender Leaf before the 
a quart jar full of syrup 
de-frosting adventure had 


Memorandum 

affd h ^id, Partly cloudy in the afternoon 
with the usual afternoon .shower, unhead of in July, these 
daily shewer things . 

mi+h day was busy and dizzy, enervating a nd worrisome 
with people but a hot bath has rested me wonderfully and I 
am delightedat this pleasant interlude for a little chat 

Si a SWeet J '* b to wlii - ch 1 forward 

with scant enthusiasm. I hurried to round up a tall glass 

T o'clock newscast, upsetting 

in the ice box on the top shelf. The 

undertake til „i - ■— i een (flyway and so I shall 

the dr P s *' netime between now a nd midnight whenever 

the de-fresting has progressed far enough. 

stirri^ZTjJ* U d u Stne gardening before sunup and so I be- 

still It l h . §ur ,* arli *r than usu a l and while it was 

s ill dark, knocked off a Cane a iver Memo for a week hence — 

using the Guernsey lily cS the hook U hang the thingon. 

3?t turniu 3 in the gardens, I was go inn 
lickity-spht, planning to push some stuff around . 

V mde Yuojsa after the 9 o'clock coffee hour. I did 

wenVTff IrolndVAn *“* 3 - l9Wed “V J ittle wheu the Metric current 
_ • *'*' around 9.50, mc a nmg no lectric fan and even more tellina 

nAlalf faucet, What with the electric pump stilled’. 

electric Tt ’* "“*/!! a i a . 8 hurner J or dinner preparations by ignoring the 
1! w "*’ u A J raglin i Lerr V wa v "a* knocked out ° 

‘ivire cHAl r9 > 9h tl - 6 'i aue * lver valley hut fortunately the «. 
juice came b a ck on just as we were sitting down to dinner where 
the ceiling.fan in the summer dining room, as little Mi*s 
Lee m a y recall, tends to. keep the air astir. 

, . kad on appointment with a secretary for 1 o'clock 
out James appeared instead. I told him 

I was expecting Mrs. Peter Cloutier with Mrs Dr. Wedoeworth at l.ia +/ 
talh /*'* Ml ^ everything he knew. Te G 1:30 a?ld Ue 

wVlli tJ 1 ? 3 Were Jl ck y in V al»ng pretty well at both ends- of 
■■illiims Avenue, .but. [ay, naturally, is showinq * 

signs of weariness. He reported I. 3. 

Vill ar ?i* ha t hee . n . a3ked b V a town theatre owner to view a controversial 

She c 77 AA\+h rt n he A * pil } lon as to whether it should be shown in town. 

She called [the Cathedral and invited a priest to join her in viewing same b 
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the priest couldn't because of business. He Said the film wq .3 
on the bnned list. I. S.Willard saw it eventually and found it 
might noli be recommended for younger people . I wonder what 
it contained that the kindergartner wouldn't find old hat. 

At 2:25, the store sent me three dull people fromCorpus Christi. 

Trie gentleman explained they didn't want to go in the house but 
merely look around z nd one of the lady's promptly asked if it 
was cool inside. I said that camel got his nose into the 
Arab s tent fast and they all looked blank. , 

I whissed them through theAfrican House. In front of the place the 
same lady picked up a peacock feather a nd asked me who had dropped 
the feather* &mart me * 1 said; n The peacock rt and nobody 
waved an eyelash at my smartness yohile the finder was perfectly 
satisfied. y 

E a ck to *ames at 1-.20, we chatted until 2:30 when we walked 
out to the side gate where he met ^esdames .Cloutier und Wedgeworth 
and took off. I wrapped up the ensuing tour in 
55 minutes, expecting to be at the side gate to pick up the 
Lam'-re group but they were ahead of schedule and 
Celeste brought them to Yucc a to bump into the unfinished tour. 

• . ' 

Celeste said 3he would be dispensing drinks when we finished 
the ttur and I was happy to turn my second fleck over to her, 
giving me a chance to scurry a bout some gardening business 
and so. on and so forth givinga tiresome hint as to how 
a hot, f\umid d a y can unfold. 

A new member of the community is a German police dog. 
acquired ty K. D., following the drubbing he got at the 
honkey-tenk a couple, of weeks back. The dog, although 
full grown, is rather young, I believe, and obviously 
very agile. He comes to play with Mike from 
his master's c a bin across the road near the gin. After 
a romp with Mike, he comes over to theAfrican House where peacocks . geese 
ad x d guineas take to the air while the visiter takes w their 
food, even lapping up the cracked corn from the ground where 
the birds have been fed. The poor dog is hungry, 
obviously. I wish 1 could teach him to chace hogs,—— 
something I was never. a ble to teach Mike. 

Only a soul like little Mis Lee with 
an appreciation of food, especially cold food on a hpt night 
can conceive the .delight I experienced just now when 
1 / e ° all f d * hai h.swewherc in the fastness of the freezing*, section 
, • , r t ~I res ' bin 9 ice box is some hl a ck walnut ice cream toward 
which I m going to direct my steps forthwith. ..... 

. 

• - •; 



% " 

Wednesday, uly 3 Ipt, 2963. 


I 4 

Memorandum: 


Hot and humid but, remarkable to relate, no rain for 
the first day ini 0 or 12 days, I guess. 

» o 

as was yesterday, so was today b sy although not 
quite so dizzy. 

The point of frustration arrived c t 2 o'clock noon. 

Wednesday afternoon is cle a ning time. I emptied the living room and boudoir 
ftej d re dinner so that Andy with his hreem could sweeo the 
place clean at the t a p of the 1 o'clock bell. 

At that magical moment, Andy arrived by the' side gate, 

^ames by the front. I shifted &n$y to some other line of endeavor 
anc dragged h^ck some chairs, a t a ble, an electric f~n and so so 
Barnes and I couldsit down. He remained until 3, after which 
I summoned Andy a nd we get busy, getting things vretty well 
rounded up by 6. 

At 6 this morning, August Rachel, a field hand, arrived 
to give me a hand at some gardening. August is strong 
of muscle. He observed that tomorrow would be his 
birthday. He said he had been horn on the first 
d aV e f August a nd so he had been given the name of 
that month. I shouldn't be ' 

surprised if it.is probably then z me of the only month . 
in the year he knows. He ha3 several children, the oldest 
boy being n bout 20. In 1942, Jamc 3 and I used to v I 
see him and his bride in the road sometimes in late evening. I 
Was accordingly impressed this morning when August addedt. 

Yes, sir, tomorrow I's going to, he 24. Twnenty four years 
old is what I is." 

Thecae he Is are mulattees and n uite light in coloring. There's 
An iron grave marker in theAfrican House, 

rescued from tiie cotton fields where once a v-nis/ied graveyard 
ex .i, s .t,ed,. l , , fin t cp t tjif iron marker indicated the location 
“ the yravc of a Rachel born in 2730, I'vA never dene r n y 
research on the f amily but I assume it vtas \Rhite in the 18th 
century for 3 generation, perhaps. It is said 
sometime after the 1850's, Henry blood was aided to 
whatever constituted, the s tr a in by then It would have been 
pointless and contributing nothing to August's happiness 
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that if he is £4 on the morrow and his sen is 50, August, 

himself, must have been rather yeung when he beget his first offspring . 

I h a d premised to help a friend with some papers tenight 
9 ?id it was 11:15 before we were finished . 

There had been a couple of interruptions including a phene call 

from I . SJlillard around 9:30 a nd 1 promised to 

call her b a ck but although the 11:1 5 hour probably ipasn t 

tec late for her, it was for me since * preferred taking a little 

turn in the kitchen garden and having a chat with little Hiss Lee rahter 

th a n getting begged down for a ctup'le of hours with the lady of the 

errrrrs, a hhhhhhhhs, ehhhhhhhhhhs, ummmmmmmms and so *?i, 

■igS 

Another reason why 1 was net toe anxious to call 
1 . S.Willard tenight wa& the fact that James had 
told me he had bumped into her at the grocery store this morning 
and that she told hi m she had -jiamed c.nd me en the 
Art Beard of which she is chirman for the .£50th Anniversary thing . 
neither James nor I are much on committees and while 

we shall both contribute what we can, »nr contributions will net include 
giving hours of our lives away to silly meetings where 
nothing is accomplished by peevlc who love to. 
t ,1k and shy away from doing muoh work, 

e 

A small box of small gourds went forward by today's pest to little Miss 
Lee. Lt isn't of the slightest importance hut I thought a glimpse 
of seme of this year's small ornamentals might 
he in order. The rains have d iso'lved the vines pre¬ 
maturely and probably the gourds hemselves will go to 
pieces shortly hut I tru t they reach their destination sufficiently 
intact t» give some notion ase the their 
appearance, —nothing different frem previous 
years hut somehow a pleasant remindsd of the marvelo\is artist 
God is in making such wh.imsies . 

Midnight op proacheth and as circumstances have 
prevented pie from getting any newscasts in the last £4 hours, I'm going 
to fortify myself with a tall glass of Tender Leaf ice tea and 
see what I can pul^ out of the ether at the magical 
moment when August s £4\brithday will be dawning. .•. 


/ 




Thursday, August 1st/, 2963. 



Memorandum: * 

.Fair around 200 and humid around the same percentage • 


Today's peace was wonderful and novel . For the 
first time In a long stretch of days, there weren't any pilgrims, 
so ar as 1 can recall, and ne visitors if L remember correctly . 
Obviously it'sa weak mind that can't think back from 
dusk t9 dawn but as my mind never took any prises for strength, it 
is pass ble few visitors got in whom I hae forgotten . 

The bsence of road r liners, however, provided more 
openings for plantation folks who wanted to 
consult me on a dosecn different points and I am glad 
I could lend them and ear and a heart even though I didn't know 
the answers to some of their questions . 

v. 

A case in point came from a sister of Log’s wi^ow, Hie 
widow has three sons by Leg , For several years • 

she has been courted by a sen of the soil from 
down Derry way • He has a few sons himself and when one of the 
latter needed apair of shoes, he blandly took a pair, the only 
pair, belonging to the son of the widow whom he is courting • 

He ordered the second son of the widow to go live with the 

boy's grandmother and last night he pu the 

eldest of the three 3ons out of the house and told 

him not to return .. He doesn't live with the 

widow but visits her nightly . The widow must h a ve a fixation 

on her lover and obviously isn't capable of attending to her own 

children properly . She is no-t on relief although she 

has no means of support other than what a brother ora sister 

gives her . Should the three hoys ■■he taken from her and 

placed in other homes and, if so, in whose homes There 

are many ways to solve the problem, of course, but in each instance 

there are extenuating circumstances that sedmt o di^ourage 

each such attempt while at the same time 

cutting straight through suggests too much violence that 

would , be better avoided. Somehow 

there s something a b out dll this that reminds me 

of saying prayers n ro n ny people I know 

enumerate various and sundry friends and relatives ) 

and s top there while at least one person I know tends t» • 

include a bracket in which figures people he 

never even heard of and doesn t even know of their existence • 


.J 
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Parish' social life' goes on a pace and, were i 
possible, it would be increased in tempo, possibly, as in 
the case of religion, by the high temperatures, I 
haven't seen ray neighbor across the rence in a couple 
of days, 7/ednesday there was a morning party in tom, today 
an all da y frolic on Black Lake, etc,, etc,, and around 
and around she gees and where she will stop, nobody knows, as the 
hawker'srigamarole has it in operating the roulette wheel 
in any country fair t midway ,. 

Tonight northwestern graduates its.summer session students 
and on the morrow John and Tielma takeoff by car for 
Chicago to catch their plane for Frankfurt on Sunday • I 
’ dpi told > Dorothy Cohen went toEurooe last week, traveling 
with a Gourmet tour out of Hew Orleans which guides 
its party through the famous restaurants in all the cities 
being visited abroad, I have heard of lets 
of different types of tours, pilgrimages to religious 
shrines, concentrations historic monuments, gardens and whatnot 
hut a tour h a sed on restaurants is something new in my 
education and l'm glad, in view of my present amount of 
avoirdupoi^tliat I am not dreaming of such a gourmet's 
binge. 

During the past week I have had several telephone 
calls and two or three letters from peopled round and 
a bout, all asking for the same thing, —gourd 
seeds, I'have tons of same and am delighted to share 
with everyone but I am impressed by the request of this 
type at this season when it is no time to plant gourds. 

The same thing is forever happening for plants, always 

when the plan 's are in flower which generally is the worst time 

in the world, except for Chinese magnolias, to plant or 

transplant, Obviously it is the sight of the flower that inspires 

the desire to have such plants, —a thought , 

never occur ing to anyone apparantly at any season of the year 

except at the flowering time, A3 for the gourds, 

I assume people are noticing this year's apearance 
of new gourds and think it would be fine to plants some 
seeds, By^xphe time next April rolls 'round, they w 11 have 
fergotten vheir enthusiasms for gourds and the seeds supplied 
will remain on the shelf or thrown out and will be remembered only 
when ^u< 7 nst or September brings forth a new batch. 

The night is sr pretty and the air stirring so pleasantly, 

I am goiBd to make a little turn in the direction of 

GhaHa, . Ihe black cats are scratching at the screen door, indicating 

they ctre ready for a snack and I shall take c dab of 

corn buiscuit for them to enjoy while I sip some 

Tender Leaf and contemplate the moon and the 

people of Lyme,,,,,,,, 


Frida , August Snd, 1965, 


Memorandumx 


Fai • It was 96 at 11 this morning so 
I assume it went over 100 by midafternoon hut 
I didn't get around to consult the 

thermometer, . 

, , ' • • • , , \ £. , , . , t> 

<. t 

One thing that impressed me today was the 
status of the gate of the a vantcou r in front of Yucca, 

T had a fine new one hammered out by'a plantation 
carpenter a year or so ago and it seemed satisfactory enough. 

The upright board attached to the wooden fence cost /-however, 
showed signs of decay where the hinges on the gate i self were 
fastened to the upright board on which the gate 
swung. The screws loosened in tltis board 

and I notified the store that the matter should be attended 
to whenever a carpenter had half an hour to look after it. 

In midmorning, when passing through the gate, 

I was impressed byseveral different features, to wit, it was 
swinging perfectly, it was a heavier, cruder gate, it was 
attached to the fencepost directly and so on. 

What had bcppened was that the perfectly good, intact 

gate had been removed and* a new one of coarser lumber had been made anc 
former one, still in perfect condition, had been carried 
aw a y and temporarily at least, parked in a lumber 
catch-all building, I am forever impressed 

by the fact that one can request something of no account, —the 

repair\of a latch or some such and encounter endless 

delays and yet when some secondary matter 

such as the one cited ab^e comes up, one suddenly gets a 

heap[ more than is asked for or wanted, 

I had coffee with my neighbor today and wasde'lighted 
to note that the glow of the Kentucky jaunt continues. The 
ch,at was rather brief because of tlve pressjire 
of affairs and I shall not imbibe on the' ^ 

morrow at 9 as there is a party in twwn that obviously must 
get started early 


: . 
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C* y * > F 


< 


As I wa S about to turn the page. Mrs. 

' Xth't v ' a l SC " ar ' 

fishermen who draw fish 'out If L, ‘“1*2! 


V, *naeea, the * e 5 aid de ~ ^ ° ca a“9** n 9o 

care . itself r iUri ' ,S ths ia V a " d Iet the Wee 

ale g.ing 7. S.Teei’u ’sZZVf^ “T r nama > 01a "‘ 
the gardens to Jt ! P ie mot,r inn a1ld Whence to 
of the Aunustlfn ° * ?6 l G1 r J e r S» rmance of Tea House 

the delights of seeing it^i^th? PlaV and + can ^gine 
Will remain ever nilhi * * l . e 0pen clr theatre. They 

the first outing they have* had*'l 9 m *f fler . alld daughter with 
I trust the weal her will J f °i, h9r in V ears *» d 

‘ s °?*®i« 4e. j thinl it u,ill’ l " deei1 ’ Ut WeaUtr 
.0 both girls good. 

ippr S f Placed the receiver b c ck on the hook 
tTrelite but'l i W l iUi h cd endless things’ 
mtuia cill her h Tf Vet Sa l d 1 ,,ad c !Vony and 

the time really sinfe'it'is^lllfl *J *•*•?'•« nisht ahich ie 

a tm heurfsesli.lf lee wire. U ' ‘ U g ’ tnU 

IhlV. V"'”*™** «S**'r-i£ mfiVeff/ttf 0 ’ 3 ’ 1 Un ' ersta,,d the 

- farl n.t stiff,wry*'‘lerZl’f »‘ U ‘ ff’”' seat3 ‘ they 
Sreek theatres.n„ll.t jh.se rnrile seats in the 

f"«.e S aSclSiSi"] 5 '™ ^ Pr ' UnS - 

Ji*e to klffffr'fal’.uf 3 a f'“‘ d‘cient Greeks that ,ne mu 1 
the Greek theatre ihr.ve f.r „i.u .ne 

1 f,fth' d ./ ! u m l’ " ,3 H ° 33U r *"“* duri "° suci a 

l>>u\arn\mlAVYlf , t : “• "Ti"- *“* * upsets a.., 

Greers Um.rr.fC.Zilg ^2?** 
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Sundays August 4th , 1963. 


Memorandum • c 

• > 

in «ft 0 70 ^ 3 , "" ' U5 S °^ ar ' "»®*»-tfrenohe(l and tft fl thermometer 

. . t v * «r r ■ ' * * 1 , 

Lyme ™ ^ “ 7 “ (3 ‘ i *t»«* ** »as, tee, at 

r fZ^T in ff Ppa r' tl '> 

. hyplantati.n felks, espec-i 1 ly the 3 return to n.rmalcy 

ffrflgfltffJl;, 7ft ’/ 0 auJo,.„ated «ts 

•- ' . 1 

nsk,a J +t Urdr ' y * veni »9 J . ff. *?Id so^e / iad 

iaptisiu a river 

3 = t here promptly a t 11,14 ahtchTelled'n.t afalf ’ **’ Pt,pU 

Icrlfs 1 iVeVnlTV.fVr 1 ^ 0 ’ f^Al 1 * «?. *h'V°U vent 

were all Indies and •">, e'iV+V'" s P irits f*11 swing the tour. They 

X/y/TflatSir'^ “»<» # t^uearli, taciei 

uqs a hiHs^icin o "the *J"civ 7, d ?«/»•» 

lliriam Carver, 77 lit’some lleuf olfl’T ’ Ada Jac * c nrver's sister, 

turn'd out satisfactory hat .. 

-V-” -ees, to 
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'JAlA a A™liA rioid ? rock-strewn coast of .Hov a 


musical 


and 


atretch and thesteammg marshes of Leuisianaafterward . I mind " 
jind sufficient virtues among them to rise to the enthusiasm 
people like Carolyn and others have discovered but I doubt 
if I should ever willingly expend the time and energy required. 

_ A call f rom Calra Genung a nd daughter late this afternoon 
reported a j me Saturday night and Sunday at Hodges Gardens. A 
presentation f . Oklahoma, —in the open air theatre, went off 
delightfully, it was said. The motor inn w a s veople 
with visitors and thereservations for the night withal pleasant 
dinner and breakfast delect a ble. How the pleasant 

Kenneth Walkers, father a-nd son, are faring at Grand Isle. 

I wouldn t know but I think the place somewhat on the 
seamy side this season. 

Saturday noon’s raido news spoke of the death 
m London of Dr. Ward. I was glad he had. never re- 

io l Te d tha7V/ U Vn S A F V m ke Oinning cf the trial, it has seemed 
; e a, A e P erat i"9 bisancient business, had 
suddenly found himself projected into notariety far beyond 
justification and that he, instead of the political big¬ 
wigs,got wrecked .in the ensuing rumpus. I must 

HA r lni+ CerV V lte9 Wh °- had sometfiin 9 arresting to say about 
the matter of purveying sex to an ever active 

market. As I recall, the point C e rv a ntes made 
was to the effect that while there was always a demand for 
the type of merchandize, there w a s sc a nt organized supply 
a_.d it now seems toward efforth a s come to disaster. The 
?+ + l ' l l S t er Was looted the other day as saying thatit 

Dowtht D a r LT/r two Ji ar t s down Vie Government. 

n-w- i ha A 3° ne > the hiss end tell Girls" will 

perhaps fade out of the picture, too. 

'+> Grec ° Alexandria whose bishopric embraces all 

the northern Parishes of the State and most of those in t he central 
section, issued a pastoral letter today, calling on all ce ‘ nral 
T hA a i r A S6ners . to accept intergratien as "inevitable". 

I believe he is the last or next to the last bishop in the 

hlAlTd oVlaVi • su + t7>0f * with his province being 

not bed of racial bigots, -iAlexanxria, 

'fl'l+ Cn * etCm • his letter called for some fancy 

foot work and I must write and congratulate him on J 

Aunu"A a A 8 * W l tH Whic1i he llaU dled the business Vius 
August gets under way and I trust there 


State 

a 


was peace in Lyme. 


• • 
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Monday, August 5 t , 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Hot, a nd cloudless • The professional rain¬ 
makers in town today told J. H. we shall have a rain by 
Wednesday afternoon while the Shrefeport Weather Bureau told 
methat at the moment there seemed to e no 
hint of rain during the ensuing week. One pays the rain¬ 
makers but nobody dreams of payin theWeather Bureau or God. 

I had coffee this morning with my neighbor but shall not 
have a ny in the same place again before Friday at the earliest, 
then. Some of the girls are having a girls' party on False 
River, perhaps ew Roads way or some such and for the next few 
d a ys everything $ it is predicted, is going to be just 
darling and I am again invested with my office of 
Master of ihe Hound. 

This partii must take some of the sting of regret out 
of my neighbor s heart, what with no Las Vegas this . 
s umme r. Di is morning at 5 , an other set of g i rl s , perhaps 

even closer to my heigh or, headed out for Hev a da, _ 

Dee "Hertzcg, Inez Chaplin and I know not the. 

identity of the others although 1 could proba'bly 

rattle them off easily enough if I wanted to stop to guess. 

I wonder what the professional ope ators of the gambling joints 
make of heseprofess tonal old maids who throw care to 
the winds annually and descend on the Nevada place. here's 
something pitiful about it all, --girls in their sixties, 
and Inez is in her 70's, —with ample money at 
their disposal, who c c » think of nothing half so 
thrilling as chasing off to Las Vcg^s every year to piddle 
around with slot machines, even denying th mselves 
of the ' thrill of staking a substantial sumr.t the roulette, 
but simply content to play a round the fringe of 
the gamblers, hopin'g to be a hle to 


—if 


r 


announce on their return home that they won ten dollars 

or lest five dollarscnd find exhileruting 

coversatien about it all over thfir Saturday 

bridge games throughout the ensuing ^ 

year until it's time to head out for the 

same place the following year. I can only marvel ». 
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Mostly fair with the day's high of 
something over 100, At li 30 this afternoon, 

under a brilliant sun, there was a tremendous bang of thunder, 
suggesting a thunderhead somewhere about was thundering, 

Clouds appeared around 4 and there was a trace of rain, followed 
by clear skies and tonight is still_ cloudless, 

... i . • ' 

» , » ; <• 

Monday's post brought Friday's letter from 
Lyme which T didn't get into unt 1 today • It 
goes without saying I rejoice that our patient 
c ontinues to move in the right direction and mgy the 
good work go steadily forward,■ One doesn't get caught up 
on the rest without which one has been too long and l'm gh d the improve 
ment can be accompanied by the rest, too, and one, undou x tedly, 
enhances the other in the genera progress • 

I love the account of the twins and I'm delighted for 
each of same since every time the garment is encountered 
by the one twin, the ether will immediately come to 
mind, whether the dress is being worn or merely 
brushed ggain in the armoir, 

I appreciate the vignettes as to how things have worked out 
for each of the fains during the past few 
weeks which have sped along sc swiftly, A note from 
Hatalie gives an account of the plans for the impending 
weekend to be spent in the Crescent City and the letter goes on to 
promise a telephone cell about Monday or Tuesday of this coming week 
when word of mouth descriptions will he supplied to > 
fill in spaces the pen didn't get to cover regarding 
the joys of having been with our mutual friend, 
little Miss Lee, 


the w rid proceeds as well a s it dees, given the 
IS year eld outlook so many people can 
maintain for two thirds or three fourths of 
a.. century ,, 

James dropped in this noon for 
a little chat, Hesaid he was down this way on 
Saturday and had Ezraput the icebox at the 
camp in a plantation truck and 

haul it to town, 4s v ame3 i S prompt in paying 
bills, he dropped in at the store and handed J, H, 
a check of six dollars for the use of the truck, 

J, H, looked at the check and exclaimed that 

the amount was double that ever charged for us tf a 

pickup ruck going to town, As it 

was J, H,, himself, who had doubled *.the price a 

while b n ck to James from 3 to 6 ^dollars, James thought the 

transaa-tion a fine example of whimsy and forgetfulness, He 

insisted on J, H, accepting the six dollar chedk, however, 

explaining in gest that if there was an excess pi yment, 

the same could be applied toward his eventual purchase of 

the plantation and everybody smiled and that was that, 

Vapious sections of the Parish are beginning 
to show signs of reaction tou the prolonged heat wave 
and the absence in some localities of moisture, All a'-out 
this immediate neighborhood, the cotton plants 
look most promising, thanks to the isolated showers that 
have passed this way during the past couple of weeks. 

In the Cognac neighhehood, —toward Montgomery 

Ferry, —the crop seems to be a failure, 

what with the plants matureing prematurely, the cotton 

bowls opening before much fiber has been produced within 

the bowls. 


I playcj role of a bsent-minded professor today 
when, ap+una 7;30 this morning, Ipicked up 

my ’phone, thinking to dirJ Hr, Knipmeye rand wamildly surprised 
to have the fphsnc answered by a familiar voice, that of 
I, S,HllarM, Obviously I had dialed 3235 instead of 2725, 

I really didn’t hay time for a n all day chat but 


La feaufort reports' ske is tired of planting and 
wants to give up botheriii1f*ivith such matters ,, As her 
brother-in-law has carried the whole operation on his 
shoulder? I suppose he will be glad to 
relinquish his efforts in behalf of Beaufort, too, and 
the plantation mistress wvm.1 be 
free asa migratory bird-••••* • 
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S 


S, Willard had rounded 


In the one al ready in 


•her in/luersc 


I was interested in learning that 
up one va ckage of memerahelia 
from the June Prudhemmepapers, It seems 
there are two ether boxes in the effing, 
the Willard folio cont a ins much having to 
dt with Lucy Leuecque, —reviews tf plays she was in, 
something' from Daniel Froman, the famous producer, a packet 
of letters, several manuscripts, etc,, etc. It seems that 
Lucy Leuecque started out under the sta&e name J 

of Lucy Celeste and had, planned an •#*' 

• so ■; '-h : j 1 * •’r to .l et ... * re 

-c t f •#;. ope * ‘ ‘ •, Tn* * ee th.'M * 

.• fabulous than first appeared, Some day I hope to 
run through some tf these treasures along with those in t e other 
two boxes so that a full length pretrait may emerge the clearer, 

* 

At 10 this morning I turned the hose on full blast and 
put it in the wash pot at Ghana, I wanted to fill up the pot and at 
the same time let the water spill over and trickle down the 
incline of vegetables down to the artichokes, I,left the 
hose alone for six 3tlid hours and when I returned at 4, I . 
was mystified by the absence of any water on the ground. Where 
the water could hav gene, is a matter for conjecture, My guess 
is that it went straight down to China, I suppose 
the heat has prob a ly developed cracks 
in the earth, net cp pearaut at surface 
level and probably one such crack chanced to he right 
under the pot where formerly the 
fire burned merrily to keep the 
pot foiling. Be that as it may, there 
wasn t a drop of moisture to be found around the base 
on which the pot hx sits and down the 
sides of which the w ter must have qascaded for six 
hour 3 , 

I had another letter today asking for gourd sec^ds ,*WI find 
it odd so many people want to plant gourd seeds in 
August, --a?i unfavorable month for such business if i 
I ev$r heard tf one. But I send along the seeds inievery 
case and accompany same with a note saying that if %y misadventure 
these planted in August shouldn t come up, 1 shnll be glad 
to send more next M a y, the usual time for planting gourds. 


r 

t (. iOOS-X. 




Wednesday, August 7th, 1963. 


- » ■ 


Memrr. andum : 

11 air and 100, 
styl&d fair. 


~if 1 00 may be 




And now I shall ro f ll up sleeves 
call it a day, Friday s letter made 


and do a dab 
me so happyy 


of desk work and then 


/ 


mat invalueable bird, the Blue jay, which I dubbed 
Carmen a dong time ago, reported today that her 
sister-iii-law in B a tonRougp is sending some Hunter primitives 
to one Emily Hahn of the Hew Yorker, I never, heard of 
Miss Hahn but should like to think she will like 
her Hunters • 

me B'nterprise was a-stir today when Mrs,Chopin who 
is of the staff, announced the arrival of a grand¬ 
daughter, going to show that the stork was~all over the 
place, as usual, and what I have in mind, of course, 
is the fact that the Fresident Kennedys also received 
a blessed bundle. If,, as is said, good 
things come in little packages, the Kennedy b n by must be 
very good since the report I heard stated he weighed 
hut 4 pounds and 10 ounces or some such, I shdL 1 be hearing 
further particulars tonight, I suppose, when I get 
around to catch up with midnight news, 

• 

There was a» other unpleasantness between the 
'limes, and the Enterprise today, .The Times publishes a little 
sheet once in a w'uile called me^hief. In 
it they gave the reader to understand that 
Kenneth Talker had lifted a unsigned article 
in a Sui SuAlphur, Ji* newspaper 

and printed it in Wie^nterprisc, signing his name to it, 

A iphilc back, Bill Dodd who is running for 
Superintendent of Education, asked the Talkers to 
write an editorial on his behalf and send it tp 
papers around the State, Kenneth Talker did just 
and the editorial a pppar ed a couple of weeks back 
thp south Loui siana paper. Last week the W a lkers 
thought they would make a gesture in behalf' of Dodd 
and ran the same letter in The Enterprise over 
Mr,Walker's name which certainly •' 

does not constitute appropriating anything or falsely 
signing one s name to it since it is indeeed Mr, 

Walker s letter, I believe the 
times could be taken to Court for their 

statement but 1 reckon nothing w 11 be dene, mis act on 
the part of the Times, however, is characteristic ef the 
false pictures they are forever trying to put forward 


that 

in 


/ 
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to harm the Walkers, There is »ne lamentable f a ct about the 
whole thing that is espe dally outrageous, Charles Cunningham 
h a s a man namcdGentry running the paper while Charles is 
inBnltimore, Mr, Gentry did a l*t of publicity for 
Earl Long when the latter was running for Representative 
just b ef ore his death. The bills -f-or theGentry 
work weren t paid hut Hr, Gentry, appealing to Mr, Walker, 
got the latter to write Mrs, Earl Long in an effort to 
collect the money for Mr, Gentry and in due time, Mrs, 

Long dijdf indeed, pay Mr, Gentry , following Mr, 

W a lker s prodding. And now, as a gesture of appreciation, 

I suppose, lr. Gentry pays off Mr ,W a lker by printing 
a story giving one to understand Mr, Walker has lifted and 
signed his name to another editorial• • • 

The prolonged heat continues parching the 
plants hut somehow the Ghana production goes on in spite 
of vines turning brown and seemingly on 
their way to fin~l gasps, I have been pumping 
water to row on row and by some miracle 
the vines, especially. the tomatokeeps right 
on producing c nd even putting out tender 
green ranches• Go many people in 

town have pullejd up their vines, 1 amtold, hut think 
town was harder hit th n n the country since 1 know of 
at least one telling two inch rain we got a couple 
•S weeks back that never re a ched town, 

I believe it is this Thursday that Juanita B, and 
Pat return from tjieir European jaunt. It doesn't seem 
possible they h$ve been aw c y three weeks. It s getting 
so a girl doesn t have time to drop a 

card any more inEurope with hopes of it being delivered 
b c ck home before she herself arrives on the dwotdyep 
before transatlantic mail she posted a broad arrives. 

My radio yesterday had something to say about Mr, and Mr3, 
Eisenhower being in England end* ranee to z ppear in a TV 
film, scheduled for later release, covering spots 
that stood ou in the Hormandy invasion 19 years go, 

I shoxld imagine such a film might be very interesting and I am holdi'i 
tlte thought little Miss Lee may view it when it gets around far 
showing, I didn't hear anything as to d-~te of release and 
perhaps they plan to hold it until 1964 as a sort ef 
" Twenty Years After" business, 

I continue in my happiness over yesterday's reading 
of 7riday's, letter and the news of our patient's improvement, 
the twin story and all, There are so many things out ef Lyme 
to provide me with happiness . 

I 


Thursday, August 8th, 19 63 . 



ft t t o 

Memorandum : 




Hot and humid, A clatter from on high 
broke through around 4 t is afternoon but only a 
couple tenths of an inch of moisture descend in . 
spite of all the noise. The water was insufficient to he of 
much ygiod to the plants but the retreat from the 1 00 degree 
mark by the mercury probably had the benefit of promise for 
vegetation generally, 

' ; ; 

•Vhat with one thing and another, I didn't (.get round • 
to listen to ai y news during the day but counted on getting some 
at 7 o'clock this evening. It was amusing hew just exactly 
at that magical moment, Aunt Willie called for a long chat 
which might h z ve lasted until morning, 1 suppose, *if I hadn't 
lied after bout an. hour and said I must answer » 

a knock at the deer. 


One thing q bout contemporary excellence- of news med?ia is the f act 
that it probably acquainted more people with 

streams of data on more subjects than was supplied even to the well informed 
a generation b a ck_. Although I haven't $»ne much 

listenin since the Kennedy bby arrived, I seem to have heard more 
expert detaiIs about pre¬ 
mature babies than I ever hea -d- in all my life, I gather from 
much that as been paid that the average pre-mature bnhy has 
a heap of handicaps and I have about come to the conclusion * that it might 
be fortunate if, in the present instance, the chilM should 

be whisked c wc.y by the an gels, right off instead of having to experience all 
the rigors that otherwise seem inevitable, 

m n 

As for Aunt u illie, she wanted to talkW-toyb nlot of 
things, mostly ~bout these ou ragetus people of' ' 

color, 1 had written something in,this week 's Cans \ iver Memo about 

naked, ladies a'^d she wanted to tell mefit was the Mgro who gave a certain 

type of flower that name, I wish, she were correction this point 

but doubt it. In her most cultivated voice, she drove 

steadily ahead, dividing her time between damning the 

folks of color and the Kennedys, Very adroitly she tied to 

convery the impression the Kennedy b~hy was (.suffering not from the difficult 



u 
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that go with premature kirt but rather from some disease. She rushed on 
to say: n I wish I were a man, I'd knocked the heads off everyone of those 
trifling negroes.,,," 

She asked me if I ever tuned in on the Natchitoches radio 
station and I said I seldom did. She said she -listened to 
it every day hut that she was provoked at the way Herman Iletcher 
shouted the news. She said she had tv move w away from the radio to the 
end of the room to get the reception in proper modulation # I didn't 
a sk her why she didn't try turning the volume di a l a little. She went 
on to say that she had telephoned the radio stat on, talked with Norman ai 
he h a d said he would try to modulate his voice properly but she had 
made a point to tune in at the next news cast .and he hadn't improved 
at all, In short. Aunt Willie is fishing for a wrangle, I 
gather, and as Kay was supping at 1886 while her a untie was 
talking with me, 1 reckon by now she probably has indigestion add that sec 
Names will be holding the hag, even as Lest q n used 

to h a ve to get+ready to do so following a Cloutiver ille visit by Sister to 

her mama, I assume radio stations do get 

n ll sorts of crackpot calls hut somehow I had never 

envisioned anyone 'phoing to complain the news Castor was talking 

too loud. 

Again referring to today 's Cane^iver Memo, I mention a lady of 89 
who mentions AuntSmith, Ihe lady I am talking a bout 

is Mis 3 Corinne Henderson, aunt of Mary Hambdin. Corinne Henderson's 

grandfatlter was Thomas Henderson who built what is today H a gnolia Inn in N 

One of Thomas d enderson’s daughters married one of the wealthy planters 

of the SecondCreek. neighborhood, —there were lots of Smiths there, 

and after Mr. Smith died, his widow married Dr. Benjamin 

Chase. It was on Mantua where the amous 570 acre enclosed 

deer park was situated and on the top floor of t he mansion, Dr. 

Chase had his equally famous museum • The name of Mrs. Chase, 

for the nieces and nephews at least, continued c.s AuntSmith, which is the 

only instance I can pyeaall when children 

referred to their by using the last name of her first husband. 

The use has merits for readily identifying even a Smith but I must say 

it does still § trike me as odd, and especially as in the case cited since 
it mus have s'wnded even odderto Dr,Chase to hettr the 
children refert to his wife by her late* husband's name, 

I am wondering if thiscustom elsewhere was ever a matter of course 

I wish you might see the pleasant heap of vegetables, piled up 
in a long wooden tray, the colors are so pretty, -- 
eggplant, okra, tomatoes, peppars and so on, tonight 

gracing the marble top chest of draws, in anticipation of distribution 
on the morrow. -The eggplant and the yellow squash do such nice combinatio 
when appearing in juxtaposition, in a manner of speaking . 


Memorandum: 

t 

Hot and humid and mostly fair. Around 4 this x 

afternoon, a big old thunderhead suddenly jumped up from, somewhere,, 
and. spilled half an inch of rain on us. Up the read 
half a mile, it didn't rain at all and town, of 
course, got none. 

My 9 o'clock coffee partner get back and reported 
a wonderful time in False River. One has so many interludes in^ plantation 
life but the Kentucky and False River ones of late seem to have been 
unusually successfully, I suppose Inez Uh plin and Dee 
Hertsog will return from LasVegas reporting the same kind »f 
thrills, proving for the billionth time there's 
no accounting for taste. I marrange a CaneRiver tour for these 


l 
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Sundcy , August 11th, 1963. 


I have thought of little Miss Lee and of Natalie 
so if-ten today , realising a s they do that the summer 
interlude will be terminated for another season to the regret of 
all t I f m sure, But there will be other seasons 
and one rejoices ill the little c ontact3 that this 
one afforded, ; 

• % 

.An interruption has just come to hand requiring 
some little notes to b e written for a 

friend,after which I shall visit an ailing relative of whose 
condition I am sending or writing the notes to relatives , 
Accordingly I shall break off at this point and. 
get on my way, adding a post script later, 


Back again and the hour advanceth and I shall fold up 
forthwith in the wake of an u nusud ly active day, 

I hold the thought the impending weekend may be a restful 
one in Lyme and that our patient continues on the road 'ack to 
normalcy •••••••• 




s 




Memo randum * 

Continued hot around 1 00 or perhaps a little over 
and humidity in like mount if humidity can get above 1 00. 

/ 

Saturday was busy-busy and a dab or two on the 
dizzy side . , 

• • 

A couple of gentlemen from Kansas City who 
had written me from that place a couple of 
weeks b a ck, saying they ux uld like toi rop 
in to get some pictures appeared unannounced onSaturday 
morning, L he envelope in .which their letter had 
traveled looked like advertising and I had set it 
aside for zip reading when 1st class 

mail hadheen put away and when I got to it, I discovered 
it wasn't advertising, They were pleasant people and 
liked the old South which they visit annually 
in quest of pictures and perhaps old furniture, 

» 

Before they were scarcely 5U ■ of the way» Sisten, unannounced, 
appeared, ^he had a boy of IS with her, a white boy, son of 
somebody who once rented a room from her .inShreveport, She 
explained she brought someone with her so she would 
have someone in thecar when she drove bnck Saturday night for 
she didn't want to drive in the afternoon, what with the 
sun then being in her eyes. As her route runs almost due North, one 

might be surprised to learn the sun would be in her eyes, J, H, 

however, told her she mus.t not wait until da k to head ou and 

so she left after supper, perhaps an hour before sundown. 

In the afternoon about S, I responded to a knock on 
my door, also unexpected. It was<.J, H, with IS or 15 
men, chief of whom w c s 0, P, Lenord or however the name is 
spelled, theprcspective reel estate investor. Sterling Evans w&s 
with the group and the balance was made up of 

the usual retinue of experts on land values, experts in various fields, 

agents , deputies , etc. Presentations were made all 

around anh* J, B, asked me if { would give them a briefing on 












4V -1 **« ' I 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #f1-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12560 


* • . *'f 

v.**.7V,v* i- 


12561 


Monday, August 18th, 2963. 


Memorandum: 


the historic aspedtws of Yucca, theAfrican House and Ghana which 
I did. !h effort was made to over sell. 

7®u may readily imagine my restraint and everybody 
present was primarily concerned with things other 
than colonial and ante helium aspects of 
the place. In anything kordering-en tragedy, there was 
the inevitable unanticipated had of comedy. .It 
happened when Mr. Lennard, J. H, and I xaere strolling through 
the ordered parterres of Ghana, the ether 15 or so 
attendants following behind. I reached over and plucked 
a spring of sweet baeiJii in flower, smelled of it, and identifying 
it, handed it to Mr. Lennerd to inhale* He took it, pronouced 
it good a nd handed it to J. H . who somehow fumbled it 
and as it fell both gentlemen gr a bhed for it, humped their heads 
together and a hat fell off, aX 1 ever one 
little spring of sweet basil* I must enclose 
„ spring in this memo as a souvenir. 


At 5:30 this morning, Andy 

appeared at my door. I was c bout to step into my bath, following 

a weed pulling operation in the vegetable garden at dawning* He said 

there vjere two ladies end a gentleman at the front $~te 

wanting a tour. He said they were from some place you hear on the 

radio sometimes. Heithe that information 

nor the hour recommended them to be and 

I bade him return to the^cte and w n ve them away* 

Today is Blythe's birthday and X talked with 
her on the 'phone this morning. She threatens to honor me with 
avisit before September 6th when she takes 
off to visit Paul King in Hew York. 

At 8 this mopning, the people who advanced on the filming done 
here last year for TV Called., from Alexan ria, asking ^ 
for a tour phis afternoon. We agreed on 3 o'clock 
sharp and they were only h a lf a n hour late, a 
stretch of tfmc I begrudged in the heat o taining 
a nd in the assortment of cars passing this way, all of which, 
catching sight of somebody, stopped and requested 
tours. My costume was quite a wreck from 
plain ordinary srieat before the TV people arrived 
and I waltzed them trhough their paces so fast they almost 
met themselves going out as they came in. There were 
other doings but this will suffice to give a hint as to 
what a deep summer Sabbath afternoon was like I trust 
it was cooler and quieter in Lyme.*..** 


J'ain and hot, A few beautiful fblmnderheads like great 
puffs of cotton, rose up a gainst the blue in mid 
afternoon* A rumble of thunder echoed around and about 
but failed to deflect the sun's rays and before a n hour had 
elapsed, so had the thunderheads and the thunder. 


I got soaked in 
and was in my tub whe 
let some Mr. and Mrs. 
the gardens by themse 
store to thqnk himf e 
directing them t me. 
7:30. When traveling 
jetting started early 
same persuasion hut, 
s ince it wo uld never 
quaint hours. 


dvw before breakfast and in sweat after breakfast 
n pilgrims were announced. J. H. had 
Fletcher of Austin, Texas, make a round to view 
Ives and then, when they returned t§ the 
r the gesture, he invited them to enj§y i tour, 
The hour by this second go-round, was 
by car, I, myself, like 
in the morning, Texans must be of the 
of course, are smarter than I 
dawn on me to b.rge in on people at such 


James came to see me about IS: 30. He seemed 
in good spirits but had nothing in particular to report. 

He had run across a brief account of Emily H a hn. It 

was only then I recalled having read a couple of her books, one on diamonds, 
other on the sisters Song. 

\ 

Carmen called this morning, bubbling over with 
gossip about people I never heard of which made 

dull listening. She did mention one person I had heard of, _ 

Charles ^unningh 2 m, whom she reports as b a ck from Johns 
Hopkins, reverting a fine trip, a gain oi 23 pounds and 
a recommendation by his Baltimo-re physicians that he 
observe the ulier rules, —something''I had never heard of 

before. According to report, ulcers are a seasonal affliction ,_ 

spring and autumn, —and that Charles should plan to ta.ke 
himself away from the office during those months. 

This pleased nobody who prefers the other newspaper since it is that that 
the Times is always 'better wh,cn Charles isn't present to gum it up. 

i learned the other day, still in the gossip section, hut this 
piece from my 9 o'clock coffee companion, that 1 2 Beaufort 
is currently taking dancing lessons. Even though 1 way 
hav reported this before, T repeat it because it seems wortfiy of same. 

The third interruption in the last 25 minutes m c kes 
me wonder if somebody has been putting Gypsy Juince into 

Southern Bell. The last caller was, HaiLvtoik ■< 

Carver, nephew of Ada Jack Carver snelT. Hampton 
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Tuesday, August 13th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


101 at 4 this of tern tin when, through dazzling 
sunshine, a shovier of rain descended from* overhead. 
didn't cool things off much and tonigh it is 
showering again although the humidity is said to b e 
only 97. . 

It gores without saying I--wa$ enchanted 
th.ia morning sometime after -7 when, in responding 
to my 'phone, Irecpgnized Natalie's voice . She 
reported feeling fine and her voice seemed 
to confirm her words. 

o 

Naturally, the first subject for c onversationvms 
little Miss Lee a boyt whom such lovely things were 
said. This was followed by an account 
of the lovely silve picture frame which Natalie obvic 
loved. J-t was all so pleasant, talking 
a h cv.t the one we both love so much. 


w a nted to know , hout bringing five young gentlemen down 

newt Sunday /’ternson. He said Robert Jack, — 

son of Whitfield and stances P. a nd Jack, had especially asked 

if a Melrose visit.might be engineered . Hampton 

had much to tell me a bout his past year in °arv a rd which 

he liked. He speaks very slowly and some 

children on the party line kept making so much racket, I 

could get his conversation only ins skips and jumps. 

He had something to rela e abou a Harvard professor 
and a Cane^iver Memo, givin ,me the title of the Memo which 
struck no memory chord in my brain so that the point 
of whatever he w as saying was utterly lost on me. 


Clara Genung called to report on newspaper doings, 
including the fact, as I understand it, that Mrs. Chopin of. 
the Enterprise staff, took her first plane ride the other day, carrying 
along ~ camera with her with which she shot air views of Natchitoches 
one of which 1 believe appeared in last week’s issue hut I 
did not notice it, Mrs. Genung also 

reverted that TheEnterprise had received the photographic 

likeness of Lestan which Elenorc Morgan of Bc.tonRouge took a 

few weeks b n ck. I gather from what was said n hout the portrait that 

is resembles some others taken of the same subject in that, it 

is more comely than the subject, -- leading 

me to assume that is what is meant by the . 

ward, photogenic. 

A card fromf’aris indicates John and Thelma are there, 
following their flight fromChicaQc to Frankfurt on August 4th. How people 
do get "lout, if I may coin a phrase. I don’t 
recall when Juanita E. and Rat flewoff to Europe but 
nobody has heard from them as yet but. probably will 
in a d^y or two as they are expected to bein Hew Orleans 
on the morrow. My coffee pal reports 

Dorothy Chohen reports satisfactory progress oh her three week tour 
ofEurope with theGcurmet Pilgrims. After three 

weeks of dining at the finest restaurants croundEurope, one preb a bly 
will be hearing much ~bout the virtues of dieting as soon as that 
group gets homo again.. • 

As for printed fare, the a hove certainly must making 
mighty dull go "g. lerh^ps I shall i'pro e, given time 


It seems that her husband wa3 not i t the 
air port v>hen her plane arrived. Later she was P'jcd and learned 
by tele phone that the car in which he w r < s coming 
h id broken, d'wn and so he would bp 4 hours late in 
reaching the city. Accordingly JJ atalie proceeded 
to theL're scent City and their hotel where she was 
eventu-11y joined. 

ft 

I know not when she returned to thcQane H i ver country,-- 
perhaps Sun-iay or Mondey • What strikes me c.s most remarkable 
was., the fact that the people whom they had visited in Greece,- 
parents of the boys in the loci college, had remembered that 
August 10th was the wedding anniversary of Natalie end 
husb a nd end they had cabled /lowers t- be delivered 
at the Natchitoches home. I assume H a talie 

and husband were pprhaps in Greece on their anniversary in 19 62, a?J< 
had perhaps mentioned the matter when dining with their gGreek host; 

We went into summer .sessions a fettle, 
and. R : talie said it as impossible for one to do the 
work assigned, such as reading of the English 
novels of the. 19th century, etc., etc., but fortunatuely 
for Natalie, she h^d read most of them anyway 
and besides she is a remarkably rapid reader\ For people 
who hive not re -d all the books prior to school and for those 
like, Lestan who are slow readers, such course would be 
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Wednesday , August 14th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


Cloudy all day with new and then a remote rumble of 
thunder hut nc rain. The thermtmetev around 80 
or rather 90 and the humidity at 97, 


ridiculous,, I think 1 shall begin turning.dials to . 
get something done a bout such impossible programs being adjus 
across the nation From every direction over the past 
few years, thestme story has come from graduate 
students in various branches of learning and they a11 
sound the same note, —impossible schedules laid out for t ic n 
by their instructors, In the case of literature, it coes 
nobody any good tv gulp down a b so kin a. few hours of forced, 
reading and to consider people being expected to swallow 
scads of kooks in a single week , is a specatac'le that is 
as foolish and impossible, If a course 

in cooking required scholars to swallow a six or eight cou 
dinner in two and a half minutes, following same with 
nine or ten other dinners in the same morning would 
amount to about the same case of indigestion that would 
do much more harm than good and be-get a case af indigesti 
that, might well be ruinous so far as any benefit to anyone 
the physician summoned, 

A card from lards by today’s post announced the weather 
was fine in that place and Juanita B, and husband Pat returned to 
flatchitoches today, reporting a fine trip, 

James dropped in this noon, Aunt«illie and rs, 

Crabtree usually spend the afternoon at Hyde Park and in the 
eveninn James drives them to 1886, He said dost night 
as they were m their way up the street, Aunt■<illie suddenly 
exclaimed to him that she was tired of this weather and suggested 
they all go up to the mountains of HorthCarslina, 

Just what" "all" included wasn t clear since it i^s assumed K-ay 
is supposed to "stay put" for a while longer, Barnes 

said w he was used to Louisiana summers and. preferred staying in the 
cool of local air csndtioned homes to traveling so far afield, -mat ne 
will be turning in that direction, one wonders. 

He reported further that the local artist had told him one of her 
neinhhors, the*moidow Jrown, wasn't f eeling up to snuff. 


interruption . I, 3 illard calling, . - 

Well, Lord, after an hour's go at things with I, S,Wilh.rd, 

I can't even remember if I had said anything or even started 
to say anything in this memo, 

I hadn't talked with 1, S,W, in some time 
andshe assumed something had gone wry in our 
friendly relations, The only thing out 

of joint that I could t revert was the, weather which tended to flatten 

me at the close of busy days, I suppose she is busy, too, 

but 1 believe she exerts herself physically during the 

sunshine hours th a n do I, As to doings at 

Hyde Park and 1886, I gather 

I, 3,W, thinks Hay's progress is slow 

a nd that 'Aunt'i illie is restive ky the soci 1 quiet obtaining 
in this area,. Heaven knows the soci 1 whirl goes »n 
apace among many of the younger matrons but 1 don t pretend to 
know wh t, if anything, is stirring among the 
"antiques", I may have mentioned 

or perhaps it is referred to in the loc^l press, that 
the senior ladies in the 70 to 90 bracket style hemselves 
"TheAntiques" and meet for r polite gc^e of 
bridge did gossip at stated intervals, I think Aunt 
Willie, although qualified ky her 93 years, voould 

scarcely enjoy the e st ^bli'shed "Antiques", At heart, she is primari 
an actress and rtb,^bly a group of people in her a ge bracket would 
constitute a much less enthusiastic audience than the people 
of the 40 to 60 year group. At the same time, 

I imagine the local "Antiques" »re much narrower ■ 

in their interests and prssilly a little 

more guarded in their racial animosities than Aunt 

Willie, t These may be aspects of the social scene 

that makes the mountains of HtrthCarolina at the moment 

appear so much more magnetic, t 

On the home front, the cook came to me to see what if anything 


save 


i 
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Thursday, August 15th, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 


I could do to lend a hand in rounding up 

a husband for her younger, unmarried daughter who disco vers her¬ 
self pregnant, XKe, father of the pro*s oea tive - 
heir is a soldier whs courted the girl until 
he .learned of the pregnancy whereupon nil c.ommunia ~ti ons 
ceased. The soldier is c hoy from this Parish c nd 
had soohen of marriage and the■ cook thought it would he 
a good idea J 9r t fie hoy to assume responsibility for 
the child. She reports the boyfs parents have ether 
notions and the nuesticn put to me w C 3 : 

7'h t, if anything, could be done, 

• 

Y/ell, that's exactly where the Bed Cress should 
enter the picture and so I contacted 
Carmen and set wheels turning witbi a view to getting 
seme month support for the child and, if possihie, a • 
p a pn for the impending child, although 1 guessthe stork 
isn t scheduled to make a. round before February, Ei'her 
the Army or the Welfare Department will be handing out 
money for support of the child and if strikes me that soldier 
who hcgst the child ought to he the branch of Government from 
which the support should come. 

The coffee hour this morning was distressing, 

1 he servent had quit hclf a n hour before I arrived, I 

was sked if 1 thought the cook’s daughter might 

fill the vacant place, 1 couldn't 

s-jy at'that moment that the cook's daughter would 

be having her hands full in the post holiday season because 

the cook had asked me to hold the above matter in 

confidence. Someone for the job will be 

found but sometimes plantation mistresses never dream that 
their way with servents is as well known up ^nd down the 
big road as are the nualtties of possible servents, * 

I am reminded of szory of Miss Cam's, A man 
came to her father one day t asking if he would 
recommend him to a neighboring planter for a job. Her 
father replied• 

"Yes, I will recommend you to him but,,,, 

I shall not recommend him to you," 

Missouri acqUai ntances of Joe Henry arrived while 
I was at supper and lingered on for a tour that lasted 


Remarkable to relate, the thermometer sagged 
to the upper 60 's, --68, 1 believe, the same taking 
place during the night, making the temperature grand for 
sleeping. Today was fair with brisk breeses and"the 
mercury didn't get hove the 80's a nd it was 
exhi'lerating, 

ft 

I should have accomplished much but actually scarcely 
got to first base, tangled up, as I was with 'people end more people 

Pa °f .all p^ovle, appeared around 6 to get 
the day going. He was bringing mere peanuts as a "present" 
in hopes of getting money for the honkey-tonk, He was 

disappointed. He reported a party is planned for his brother, 
Atmos, at their sister's home tomorrow, his or their sister 
being Madam Fug r heu, How these people keep afloat 
in such secs of wine, I c-nnot imagine. 

There were two or three calls before 8, one 
being from J, H, reporting he was sending some Dallas peovlc 
this morning with Mrs,Rush, the latter the wife of somebody 
in Hatchiteches, He explained the lady had never been here 
but wanted to come and bring her friends, I told him 
that that was just fine, holding the thought they would 
arrive before my medical secretary and wife put in 
their regular Thursday morning visit and they did. 

Although Mrs. Rush had "never been here before", it is 

merely a point that she served as one of I, S.Willard's 

associate hostesses at Ghana last Pilgrim.age hut 

her exposure t% the Ghana section h a d made no impressien on her, 

Thile theRush-Dallc.8 people were here, 

Dr.Sarah Clapp of northwestern called, —an 
old friend of Miss.Cam's. She*3aid she had a couple 
•f old friends fromDallas visiting her and that they 
, would like to come down today "at any time that was convenient". 

-I immediately discovered that that final phrase did not refer to 
my convenience but to theirs. I said I should kick out 
the Welcome mat at 8 this afternoon, ^he said that wouldn't 
do at a ll as they had to come this morning, *1 turned 
thumbs down on the morning vist.it, Gnudgefully she finally accepted 
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the afternoon suggestion ku said they ctuldn t come at 
two as they had to rest, following a busy morning. I told 
her I knew what she meant and envied them. Three o'clock 
was finally i greed upon hut I pointed out that it 
mustn't he any later than that as 1 had an appointment 
at 4. And so the ladies arrived promptly, not at 3 but 
at 3:30. I had planned to serve them a little something but 
simply skipped that a^d brushed them off when 4 o'clock 
arrived, 

Around V or 8 o'clock this morning, when clearing 
decks in the living room for guests, I ,discovered that a 
glossy,European post card had keen placed face down on the bidet 
used as a coffee table in front of the sofa, and somehow 
it had stuck mightily to the table top or bidet tap. I 
put the thing in the bo,th tub and soaked it thoroughly 
but still the rosewood retained the major part of the 
card. I took ft on the front gallery to continues the 
scrubbing when Dvreatha came along with her daughter 
and I turned it over to her to work on while I cranked up 
the 'phone with Red Cross and let the girl talk with 
Carmen regarding the prospective father of her unborn child. 

7/hilc I was busy atthe 'phone, Doreatha finished the nsst card 
removal and ,set the bidet top up against the h~usc to dry. 

Things keot on turning fast and before 1 knew it, the Rush-Dallas 

people had arrived and I gave them a whiz around the gardens, 

stepping here a Yur.ca as the last port of call. I 

had noticed nothing untoward until a y-ungster asked 

his Dallas, mama wha- 1 that piece of furniture was for and 

suddenly it dawned on me it was the bidet that was being discussed 

its rosewood top 3till on the gallery. The mother said she 

thought it was a pla^tatien so up turene and a second 

later asked me if that might be tr-ue . 1 hastily agreed 

and as sooiL.as they had departed, got the bidet back together 

before the next customers ar.rived, 

a • ■ 

The Ti alker-Cunningham feud is flaring again. Hr, 

Walker has written Charles, asking him te print a re¬ 
traction on the front pa.ge of the Times within two weeks 
or go ts Court fo,r libel concerning a Ti.mes statement 
tlLat 'r, Walker had approrpriate the story appearing in 
theSSilphur, La, PaP.sr, a story Mr,W a lker had 
written, I can see Hr. Walker's resentment hut I 
think taking the thing to Court foolish, not only because 
local Courts would undoubtedly / a y»r Charles because he 
is o f old Hatchitoches hut also because such 
scuffles seldom do more harm to both sides than 
benefit to either, p a sseth the mi' ..le of 


Friday, August 16th, 2963. 


Memorandum ; 

It was 60 last night and withal fair 
and a wonderful night to sleep. Today was equally 
fair and equally mild, around 80. It's that 

magical moment tjiat so often appears when the intense and prolonged 
heat of summer is broken for n day or two. One knows 
that summer weather will return but one can readily maffage 
the heat because one realises it is but temporary , 

I S'-w Celeste at the s>tore between 7 and 8 
this morning and she said she wns going into t^wn and asked 
if we could move the coffee hour up to 6:30 and that 
suit.ed me perfectly as I had veo^le coming around 9. 

The couple from town move to Oklahoma sht tly and 
after a. year or so in Match i toe he s, ’• ' - r m ho i - •’ 

*; • - n- r V'" yu yyy. F-i- :? • - , L L •: -r* ~ 

rh t,.c ’ .fe, h 1 dig from'ustin,Texas, uses some 
ther name professionally , I believe she is a dancer, 

I ■on t know what the u hu3band does, p'ssibly something 
in the college, He comes from Tew York, 
hey c.ne impressive when standing together -s she is to.ll 
a.nd willowy and he is what my local friend' would 
describe as a little low, man. 1 found 

them quite sympathetic and they seemed ts absorb what they 
found at this bend of the river.. 

John "enty is here again for the weekend, 

I never fail being impressed by 

thenasual way the younger generation moves 

jbout with what seems teke, so much ea.se. o hn was 

here last weekend, le a ving for Mew Orleans onSunday 

afternoon. CnTucsdcy he was, in ohrevevort nd within the 

next 84 or 48 hours was back in Mew Orleans. He told me 

he left Mew Orleans at 20:30 this mrani'ng 

and was here at 3 o'clock which, by hitch-hiking, is much 

faster traveling than by tr in or bus. 

j'mes drooped in this noon for brief Howdy. He reoorts 
things rocking -long much as usual in town. A*. 

. Tas received *'{/406 - 188 6, stemming from 

Briarwood. Hiss D«rmon reverted she 
was too busy or something to ccm.e t<* town to visit 
the peoo'le on an afternoon call. They h-ve net 

h een t^Briarwood to c ~22 e?i her yet eitfier, It is said Aunt Willie 
will journey to theCrescent City shortly to visit 
Jean O'Brien. I assume that means there will be 
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Sunday, August 18th, 19 63 


Memo randum 


nr . v F V r Wlth inederat « thermometer readings, sort of 
90 by day and 60 something by night . “ 

. +, At J he hour onSaturd.y, a laughed to mvself 

at t/ ie turns and twists I had to go through to extract from 
stess the identity of the person whose death she' J 
jvvw f, 1,19 . me ojrut when someone from town had called her 
Jnday evening t 9 report same. I asked her twice and she . 
Icoullnt understand and so I tried indirect approaches am 
learned lt was Gertie, sister of Miss Kate Perkins, 
year* or'mTr° ' T*®* 2® Pate has cared for her for ttu 

who InV + 1 ° lcd lt T s Gertie and not Miss Kate 

h f n a ~ + i 00 *" a C i UlCe * HsS Kate is ca Pa*le of managii 

a uUT uer wa9 :+ V 1 ps Miss KaU wil1 n,w 

is in her liL?i re a± *V' U l n 1° her •«» 0"d self and as she 
+ . ' • ' ' -1 ■++■> eS * 1 ^ s 0 cut time she had an opportunity 
t0 QlJe a nore attention to her own delicate health . 

This afternoon 1 had the several young folks 
L , ild ex P g cted, —H-mptenCarver, Robert Jack, the F ullilbve 

J-SoTPt.A JJ f **’• ?' ,d came a, 

t‘.° ~ A ° / *',‘ e V t ’ ck leave. I lilted them all hat we should 


a kit of a social whirl down youder. e ~n isn t socially 

minded but. Aunt "illie will be having friends out to 

luncheons and so on. Je a n, an adopted child, 

was born in Kansas City, —Italian parentage, I believe, 

and is so wrapped up in making jellies and things when 

not aij the office where she works that she 

doesn t go out mu^h, I believe Auntie 

wll probably go to 'lew rleans with ’'rs .Crabtree. I 

.think Kay will no- attempt the journey just yet. Auntie 

has announced that K r .y should add more <ervents to Hyde Park 

which, I am told, is already adequately staffed So things 

turn in town and J assume a return to the Fluff may 

be expected sometime during September. 

» <. ^ 

'dhile James was here. Mat Hertsog, following 

a telephone call fnm Magnolia, arrived viith half ~ dozen 
ladies, all dressed in lounging style* or 

whatever they cnll the garments looking so untidy, they wear when 
not in town and proba'ly in town, too. One lady was 
definitely great with child » Some were from Kansas, 
some 'forth Louisiana and so on. Instead of 
coming directly to Yucca, Mat had taken them 

through the big house and upstairs and d-wn in the African House 

and into the gourd and Ghana secti -ns, asking me 

to give, them a tour when they not here. Mat kiiows as much 

q beut ind cares as much about Mclrese as my cat 

knows or cares about a pocketkookand what effect his 

tour produced, 1 know not. I attempted nothing by way of 

serving a warmed over meal that had already been dished up cold 

be fore I was contacted. Mat said they were going 

on to Oakland and be-ufort which certainly allowed his 

guests to enjoy aspects ef plantation 

life they certainly didn't get much of a notion abou r at 
this bend of the river. 

, Tomorrow I sh^ll received Shreveport's gilded youths, —Jacks, 
sieves, etc., and 1 m hoping Blythe will appear unannounced while her 
grund3on ind the other college youths are here....... 
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Monday, August 19th, 1963 


Memorandum 


proceeded 


attended t length people and things to be 

'V" p a d t ~ ■ sence of 7 breather between i and 17 .30 are 
rented me from rounding up any radio news. *h e Joe Henris' 

dinner, fter which I scurred to y uc a a with 

news men, T cfiin ° "P •” Before ± caught the first 

' Vjfj' however, joe H enry appeared at the door. He" is 
a perfect genius for picking up dumb pilgrims and there 

in++ a t ar ? lin . d hi . m tliree Srown-ups and ten youngesters the 
a uer r angmg m age from a few months to about 10. 

diap$l e ed 1 if L th*m l ^^gged them about a nd finally 

dr inn inn shirt * t -ack toward Yucca, removing my 

foun P d * a l T aiuanc T ed t'watd the house where I J 

- ames awai ting me. It was pleasant to 

Wl± u { l im S' 1 * a little roun({ 0 conversation 
stie surf n + W ?? scheduled tv arrive. Eve is Mean of'omen or 

- «M M i.zxirsr sw-ssr 

$ tn tMr mv tut 
y ^ friend,Elam Brown, whom I hadn’t seen in 

"for mv f*tnf ®° S t he . h *V who Presented me with the frog 

c bin hire 'tn l a Z** He suhse( iuently set up his ■ own° 

I broke bread wlth hVl *' l"! al ' d family and occasionally 

went t* TnnhSmV a ? d hls wi * fe ">* r ^ years. 1hen he 

> Washington, where he is prvbablv ettinn 
alongmcely although Louisiana will prol/bly, too/ * 
f•fever represent home more than am 1 other r*ni.>, r 


go to Kansas City 8 with dau ° hter ha s accepted < 
"«* «*»» /til hand tkfprfu m * ’*«** 

>sw»a Press AsssciatUn . J J J the 
**r and that’s that. to Mra » 

an »*17W to talk 

"acted to come to town ts's 3 +? rrie is to ° J r 

''*** "**av put" at Briarwlld J he Sa ^ 

a l»ng tale about K n v Aunt UHe 
other day. She <ins niver late eonverning her 
h ^ed a lot of% 3 uVsi\lnT 9 ^ ind '^ a 

'er, with the words nlre^t * r which requ, 

»/if Ml uzivti ffiik 


marriage 
to v)hem she 


weekend 


?s Qui 


.J 
















From the Francois Mignon Papers, ffM-3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


k' ♦ " " 4 * *• 

. -4 OsA * 


12574 


12575 


»~u • . I f 

* >' * 


tomatoes and peppars which seems modest enough in contrast 

to the cattle he used to steal and for which he spent a stretch 

in Angela. The sight of George reminded me that 

Celeste had told me ouSunday she was thinking, if her present 

servent, Carrie, failed to return to work, she might 

take George's wife inCarrie's place. Thb Harries have 

only six small children whose qjare has never bothered either 

mother or father of same. I cannot imagine a worse choice 

for : servent but qualifications for domestic work has never seemed 

enter into Henry considerations when selecting same. 

I talked wi th-vore&ha this moaning when she came to 
ask for advise about her daughter s -pursuit of a father for the 
latter s expected child. Dereatha mentioned 
other matters, inclu ting the c a kin of her 
brother Robert, which is where Puny used te 
live, just along the river b a nk above the RandC a mp. 

K 4 ■ 

Returning to Elam, It is typical -of him that 
he would have his boy try his hand at picking 
cotton. He told me he thought ’it a good 
idea for the youth, now about as tall as his 
papa, to get some nethion of various types of work so 
that the bey would be able to make a better 
chtcie when the time came for him to go te 
work. And sc a cotton sack was rounded up and the 
boy who ceuldn t remember ever having seen cotton 
before, tried his hand at it. Vie sun was hot, there 
was no air stirring and the sweat began pouring from the 
youth s body before he had gone far 7 He managed to 
pick 30 pounds hut that was all the cotton picking 
he wanted. Elam, himself, had been a whis at the job 
when, a boy. Somehow his approach to the job was like 
a harpist approaching a harp, his hands' moving across the cotton 
plant, as t[ie harpist’s hands moves across the strings 
andElpm could round up as much cotton in a day as anyone 
on the plantation. Obviously hi3WashingtonState 
bred son is never going to approach his parent in 
that particular Art. The Browns head b a ck for Yachimo on 
Wednesday or ‘Thursday and I am the happier to have 
renewed an old friendship .. 


Tuesday, August 80th, 2963. 


Memorandumt 

There was lots of weather today. Under partly cloudy skies the 
thermometer began climbing r>pidly, going over 80 before 
8 o'clock. Vie skies cleared and it got hot. About 8, clouds 
■ came back r nd a clap of thunder announced a rain that amount to 
ever an inch and the thermometer tumbled .. Tonight 
it is cloudy and around 70 and ought to be grand for 
sleeping. 

I w a s happy to be able to run through yesterday's and today's 
mail t --undistrubed thanks to the rain. It was gand having 
the letter from Lyme and again I urge little Miss Lee 
not to try letter writing when so many things around and about 
are demanding pe rsonal attention. A card now and then will serve 
as a stepping §tone a-cross the stream of time until greater 
leis re is available. 

I can well imagine the regret o er the absence of 
the twin. Even though one doesn't see such a kindred soul 
frequently, there is a profound sense of satisfaction in 
knowing a twin is somewhere in the offing. I so often 
think of the months and sometimes years, I guess, between 
contacts with the lady doctor rjid hewpleasant it i3 just 
real'-zing that she is in the Parish, seen or unseen. I 
can readily i -agine in part what the d cparture of Natalie meant 
to little Miss Lee. 

r ’• V. 

I shall enclose the Dormon letter which appeared 
in last $un ay's Shreveport Times. I dropped Carrie 
c line, telling her it filled me with "wonderment" in that 
by her pen she had somehow distilled everything into a brief 
letter that the Times had been ranting a bout for years. I 
added that her political diagnosis didn't jibe at all with 
my notions but that didn't matter and that I wished » 
she would go ahead and write a letter ^bout Louisiana 

candidates for next winter's elections so I might be guided accordingly 

The card fromSalzburg must be from Ann Cordell. 

I had )te reason to suppose she might be discovered « inAustria for 
the 'last J knew, she as inEldcrade . Last summer, 

I guess it,w a s, she unexpectedly turned up in Ireland, 
of all places. Hew that girl dees get around and to what point, I 
know not. Perhaps she gets tangled up with some of thescArkansas 
oil folks and that might land one any where, I assume. 
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I thought the letter from Kansas City kindly, — 1811 

West 45th Street, It's odd hut I have forgotten 
the writer's last name, --Walt somebody, and I repeat 
the address or indicate it above, for I remember it, and wonder 
if sometime I ma. not hav* occasion to refer to it, 

\ 

Tonight there's a w a ke down the road on M a gnoltai 
I've forgotten the 1 6 year old hoy’s name, a son of Coon Sam, h 
Coon Sam is a son of Jake Cohen whose white papa was 
Mr, Hymen Cohen, father of Dorothy and all the rest, while 
Jake's mama was a Carpenter and black-black, Coon Sam's 
hoy, always a disagreeable hoy, 1 cm told, "always waking 
on you footsies and not carin'" I am told, 
was in.some sort of a scuffle at the local honkey- 
tonk on Saturday night, The&heriff' s office seemed to 
think he had. been killed while the medical office thought 
he had been struck by a car near his home. As the hoy was 
a third or fourth rate citizen, nobody seemed much interested 
in plumbing the finer points and tonight he is h eing waked 
at Coonflam's , *, 

While this afternoon's rain storm was in progress, 1 had a 
couple of 'phene calls, all on the gossipy side, nad 
mostly having to do with la Beaufort who was reported as being 
at the Country Club bar on Sunday a fternoon with her sen, 
urging him to try a liquuid refresher, her sen refusing . I 
know not how her dancing lessens are progressing hut she 
herseff admits to losing 10 pounds and dres so simply 
by not eating bread which sounds too simply for 
words. She claims 3he is going tt 

lose another 80 pounds so 1 take it a breadlcss diet and 
many more dancing lessens must be in the offing. 

Another point or two regarding this afternoon's wind 
and rain. Lots of big limbs were snapped from 
already over-leaded pecan trees and a few utility 
poles were'flattened, I had to go to ■- 

the storm shortly after the rain ceased and, i s frequently 
happens in the afternoon, found the store close because 
rhe clerk was at the garage, gin or some such place. But 
he came back right away when informed that the motor 
driving the big electric fan above the store door was 
burning out and making a wonderful smudge pot, • 


12577 


Wednesday, August 81st, 2963. 


Memorandumi 
Fair, 

What surprised me most today was the amount of vegetables 
gathered in spite of tU,e fact that the prolonged heat 
of the past few weeks just about "cooked" the plants, 

I gathered enough okra this fternoon for five families 
and enough eggplant for four or five families, too, A couple 
of power lawn mower onerat srs attacked the tomato 
vines with paper cups of salt and peppar purloined from 
the kitchen and although they had tomatoes rolling 
like corn, pursued by ~ chicken, there were still ample supplies 
of tomatoes for use on both sides of the fence and sufficient 
to pass along to friends. The tomato vines impress me es¬ 
pecially because they are leafless for the most part and 
look as de r d as plants can look hut somehow they go 
on producing fruit which certainly makes no sense, 

Th.e grapevine brought me a message at 7 this morning, 
ask}n if I would receive *rry friend from’Jashingtcn State 
and a friend from that 'lace at 8 this morning and 
I wigwagged affirmatively . t seems the friend must 
overate some kind of a grapevine, toe, for although he 
lives a couple of thousand miles aw a y, although at one time 
a resident of the Pelican State, beseems to have 
kept a finger on the Cane^iper pulse and in spite of 
the fact he had never explored the gardens and never seen me, 
he ap red well versed inefforts made down the years to 
make things pleasant ill i round, 

. <• 

The funeral of Coon Sam's son took place at 9 
but interest seemed by then to have switched from 
theSaturday night victim to another youth 
who had attended the wake for Coon Sam's son last 
night. At some hour, probably late, the youth 

was going home on foot and a mile or two Magnolia when crossing 
the CaneHiver bridge down there, he somehow fell a sleep while 
walking, according to report, and fell off the bridge, although 
it has a railing, landing in the water, but somehow coming into 
contact with c stump which injured his leg. He found the 
b^nk too steep to extricate himself and 
spent a.long, dark time until finally someone 
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Thursday,August qqnd, 19 63 


Memorandum• 

Fair with gigantic Pentillic marble thunder heads against 
the hriIlia t blue sky hut well behaved giants never getting 
toe Jar a tsve the horizon. The Weather Bureau inAlexaniria said 
it was 88 this noon while Shreve sort said it was 96 and the local thermometer 
stood at 98, tonight it is pleasantly mild in the VO's under a 
promising new moon, < 

The - f lew Yorker letter was from Emily Hahan concerning 
the acquisition of Hunter primitives but since Mrs, Payne Brcaseale 
ofBatenBouge had already ordered a couple as gifts and as these have 
gone forward, the present letter is extraeneous, I was 
impressed by the variations in handling the namein the H a h a n letter. 

The envelope here the n r ne spelled .correctly, the word, Esquire, being 
employed after the name rather th& the Mr, in front of it. 

As for the letter, itself, the heading bore the name, much as the envelope 
had written it except that an e was added to the first name while, jU3t 
below, the salutation rani Dear Mr, Melrose, 

Somehow it a ll r eni tided me of one of names' adventures 
with letters, When in Hew Orleans, he used a Post Office Box at Customs 
House Station a n d was somewhat taken aback when he received a letter 
from some business house in Hew York, addressing him as . 


chanced to hear his cries and summoned help to hoist him 
out. He had been taken to the hospital hut nobody 
had received a report a s to the extent of his injury. As 
Doreatha observed• Nobody can think up 
things folks can t get themselves into, 

I learned today that the hospital 
has discharged a youth who figured in a strange 
accident a couple of weeks back, there was an 
account of the mishap in the paper at the time but some¬ 
how I missed the printed story although 1 had heard much 
talk about it by plantation folks, most of whom 
seemed to know the tall youth of Hatchitvche who 
h a ked into a train which tossed him into a ditch, 
breaking a couple of legs or some such. Just why 
anyone should be walking b a ck::ard down a railroad track,- 
train or no train, is quite beyond me and that 
the youth should have survived seems miraculous, too, 

Mrs. Cenung called to gossip a hit. She 
reports the affairs of her 'other’s estate in Denver 
are going along nicely and that it appears the 
increase in values in that area are boosting 
fortunes impressively, She reports that 
by the time she gets around to hand over the inheritence 
to her daughter, Mrs. Walker should be quite a rich 
woman « Mrs. Genung says she has never been 
able to understand why her daughter ha3 never manifested 
the slightest interest in this matter and always refuses 
to discuss the matter although, as Mrs. Genung points out 
it should be of Mrs.W a lker advantage to know something 
aboutthe estate since, sooner or later, it is noina 
to be hers, * J 


Be r Mr. Customs House Station, 


I am told .this week's Natchitoches Times does not r 
tract its statment of two or three weeks back wherein 
its reader was given to understand M r ,W a lker 
had not written the article appearing over his name. He 
written the paper saying thqt if a retraction 
were not made within two weeks, he would take the matter 
to Court and so 1 assume fireworks will begin 
sputtering in that direction shortly. 

Today's post brought a n air m ? il from Die New 
Yorker but didn't get round to today's mail, 
la ssume it is somebody wantino a Hunter and 
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Friday, August 23rd, 19 S3. 


Today's Natchitoches pipers reported the death of 
Mathew Cohen, jr ,, the boy who was killed 

on Saturday night or Sunday m rning, The name, Mathew, was 

new to me both for father and son since no one locally ever 

knew or called them anything but hy this nickname j 

Mathew, senior, being CotnSam, and junior as Red Bird, The 

colored. Cohe s, of course are mulatto since Dorothy s papa, Mr. Hymen, was 

the father of Jake and Jake begot CoonS a m and Coon Sam begot Red Bird, 

I don't suppose ,the Natchitoches Times ever dreamed 
and possibly would care less if it did dream that by the reporting 
of the death of _ r A —Mathew, j-, t they automatically 

lost lots .of subscribers when they described Mathew, re., 
as a negro nnd stated he had been at a negro, honkey-tonk Saturday 
evening. One thing a mulatto can't stand is being called a negro 
and a bove all in public .print, 'The Cohen strain has already been 
indicated as as for the "negro honkey-tonk", it happens to be 
owned and operated by the Me to ye rs and Met-yers are going to pass 
out utterly when a newspaper c 11s. their place a negro joint, 

I hnd some pleasant people fromAlab^ma today, I 
never mentioned the name of Governor Wallace of theirState but I was 
happy to toss in a word or two of fun a ktut 
Gov rnor Barnett of Mississippi, One impressive 
thing bout both the spoken a nd writt&n word, of course, is the 
fact that most hearers and readers p a y no attention to 
thoughts being expressed by another. Miss Cam used 
to say th a t one of the silly things a h °ut public receptions g' 
was the fact that in going down the receiving line, you 
could say to e a ch successive person with whom you were shaking hands: 

"God Evening.. ., I h r ve just murdered my husb a nd," 

r_ • . .. •> n l 

Miss Cam de 1 cared the response from e ch would be the same : 


"How nice .. .,,pj\d. Jiow do you dw 


Ted a y's CaneRiver Memo is a re-print of c former column, this 
one a \bout Mrs.B a nty, Two or three people from town were kind enough 
to c11 to say that although they had read it before, they found it 
interested them as much e?i this second reading. As 1 never read it 
eil the first go-rsuhd and didn't get around to read it today> my own notion t 
its interest is nil • 

I'm thinking bout starting to plant a ;i a utumn vegetable gardea 


Memorandum ; 

Fair and 90-ish. 

The squire of Hyde Park dropped in this noon. He and his 
lady had spent yesterday inShreveport, having accepted 
cm invitation to dinner, 'they were late in getting 
started and when beyond the town on their way, the lady decided 
she had not brought along one of the dresses she had intended to have 
with her. The husband was loath to turn about, lose more time and 
told her he would buy her cm, other if bhe decided on arrival at their 
destination they simply had to have another. 'I think things 
must have been tense for a time but the squire and his lady did 
not return home for the dress, A lovely evening was had at 
the home of her attorney. This afternoon tr rather it must 
have keen this morning, there was another flare up. It was 
thought the lady, as a result, might decide to accompany her 
auntie to TheBluff for a brief visit, after which in October 
all would return to this Parish, The interim ought to provide 
the squire with -a breather. The s quire always maintains an unruffled 
calm but I saw to it as best j could that conversation during the 
visit was kept on as light a tone as possible, 

o 

I had quite a bit of exercie planting an autumnal garden 
todaVt —mustard greens, beets, turnips, string beans, lettuce 
and so on. Temperatures in the next couple of weeks will 
determine if Hiere will he c n U success, One 
has to keep in mind, the fhvernier frosts are likely and 
the September sun, if tee hot, may burn Up the tender 
young shoots as they emerge from the ground, l.nd sc one takes 
chances, planting now for a maximum production ij\it doesn't 
keep on sizzling inSeptemher, If it does, then one simrly 
re-plants and hopes the November frosts are laggardly. Miss Cam 
used to say "it never frosts before mother's birthday" -- 
and Miss Lieudivtne was horn on November 13th, I remember 
one freeze that swept in on the 1st or 2nd of November 
hut 1 m hoping that was the exception proving the rule, 

a two hour interruption at this point,— 

I, S,Willard calling. 
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Sunday, August S5th, 19 63 


■ L he lady returned to town hut tw 
and was brimming over with news on lo> 
doings as well as "errrrrrr, ahhhhhhhi 
things around and about the world, S< 
talked with Kay this evening, learning 
that Carrie hnd come to spend the day 
certainly news, I didn't askif that < 
Hyde Park was in Shreveport or if it < 
seeas odd the squire didn't mention tl 
didn t know rbout it when here. 

Farther afield, I, S,W, had rece\ 
from Angers, France, having to do witf 
members of various families, one or ai 
members in the Natchitoches area in th 
of these, —de Hesiere ,~h a d —did t i 
a, one of these, de Mezieres,h a d been 
clandestinely --whatever that means, 
■Hie had approved the revolution cl thou 
Switzerland and thence to Hamburg wher 
book on education, did some painting n 
to ji ranee in 1799 and was granted “ 
a pension h y Hapoleon . *he pension wa 
however, when the Brurbons retuvnm* 


H&norandum 


,','e dwelt at 3ome length on her summer session and 
T found the questions asked on the final examination 
extremely difficu.lt, I think she had expected an A in 
the course and somehow I felt she deserved one. At the same time 
however, 1 thought possibly she may have inadvertently done 
away with a chance at what she merited by having told her teacher 
ibeuz a n error in a chapter of one of his books dealing 
with Murder In TheCathedral • Had someone ^ 

told Natalie of an error on her part in s\We such publication, 
she wo:il^ have appreciated it but instinctively I feelher 
teacher may nit have had.her breadth of soul c.nd possibly 
resented being told of his error, especially as 
Natalie had been right nhov.t the facts. My guess is an 
A might U a ve been more likely * had she waited until after graces 
were finished he ore passing along the news about the efrnr. 


'he expectant mother side, 
'ht forth the name of the c 
Natchitoches soldier, one 
'ty passing this information 
sfuture grandchild mmi nA 


st arriveth another weekend 
sne *f peace in Lyme . 


/ 














\ 
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professors teaching the English novel are still doing 

what teachers of Shakespeare and all poets are forever doing,— 

reading into words, phrasesand whole masterpieces, things 

the writer never dreamed of. In some future 

column I must recite as illustration just 

this sort of thing that happened 

to me at hana a while hack, A pilgrim, noticing a oeacock feather 

I had stuck in a bent nail on the door, explained she 

realised the presence of the feather there' had 

some obscure meaning she couldn t comprehend and asked me 

if 1 would^explain just exactly what it 

signified, I told her I would gladly do so. In 

all truth, I explained, q peacock had passed that way one day 

when I was there and dropped a feather which E had 

Picked up to admire, after which I stuck it in the door, 

r Hie lady seemed vastly disappointed, having hoped it signified 

something mysterious or profound, I think there are 

too many professors of literature just like that, 

\ r • 

Early Saturday aft moon, Sister and daughter arrived 
unannounced to spend the weekend. From that 

quarter late this afternoon I heard the worst and the best words of 
visit : 


the worsti 

t 

"Me'll be back for next vieekend',"- 
the best • 

"Goodbye," 


After supper tonight, J, H, suggested Celeste, he and I take 
a little ride up to Bermuda along the river and back to 
Montrose J ome via Montrose, It sounded 
prosaiomuiough. But a , overseer and wife beyond the garage 
were sipped on their allery. We stopped and invited 
them, xo accompany us. Up the Bermuda road a siece, we stopped 
when we saw Father Calahan, now 86, out for a walk. He joined us, 

• icn we got to Montrose, instead of turning east toward Melrose, we 
turned west toward B a you Derbonne, Ihere's a lot of Melrose 
property ou that way, We drove 15 miles until we came to 
a bridge, broken down, brought that direction to a 
halt. It Was dark before we reached 

home but the moon was pretty a nd the walk through the 
gardens pretty. So endth a nd hegineth <31 other week, the happier 
for me because of the conversation with Vatalie 
revolving a bout little Miss Lee . 
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Mon ay, August 26th, 1 963. 


Memorandum : 

Fair a 'd hot. It w a s 80 before 8 this morning 
and bxi neon the local thermometer stood at 104, Tnoght, 

■mider a lovely moon, it feels about 80 hut seemingly 
cooler since one knows it will he so before morning. 

The forecast is for the same dish on the morrow, 

* C 

I suppose there is more scuffling going on during the 
, hot seasons than in the cold. Last week was fairly 
busy in that department, what with Red Bird being . 
killed, the youth going to sleep and falling off the bridge while 
en route home fromRed Bird's wake, not to mention 
the mopping up of the saloon floor four times with 
the widow frown's person, 

» ft 

What with one thing and. ai other, 1 haven't put 
, my finger on the pulse of the grapevine since theEa'-bath but 
one hears so much about scuffles without bothering to 
consult the vine, A.Timede E, Metoyer, one 

of the 1 oca'l mulcto overseers, has a boy who is always in some 

kind of a mix up. It was he who carried off Carrie, cook 

or servvent next door, sometime last winter. Since then the 

young man has wrecked his father's car oncee or twice and 

been in and out of jail enough times to be toell 

acquainted with the aforesaid klink. And last night was 

his busy time at the local honkey-tonk, It 

began with a bit of knifing in c s cuffle with one 

of Murphy's boys and if either got much carved up, nobody would 

care, - L 4 hcn he took on some other youth and 

I know not how that came out. Then he started something 

withfleau Mack who knocked him dnwn and out, —out, that is, 

for half ~n hour hut what happened after that, I 

wouldn't know. You can readily see Sunday 

night at the Poor Man's Club, was ar success, 

i» 

Along about 10 this morning, Love-. Hrnkins who used to be 
with R, E, A, appearedalong with his 
son and a Mr, Talker , A few minutes 
before I had heard the sound of a plane flying 
unusually law and round and a bout and 
I had remarked to August I hoped the 
thing wouldn't decide to alight on 
the Yucca roof. From Mr, 
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Tuesday, August 27th, 1965, 


Talker 1 learned that I had keen mistaken about the 
airborne vehicle, that it wasnot a 
plane but a hel copter he had just flown 
in from Lafayette, La, He had landed the thing 
in the lot just east of 

little Miss Alberta's studio, hard by the gourd garden, 

Mr,Talker had seen the gardens and wondered if he 

might exchange a tour for a whiz in his whirlyb.ird. He might. 

He got the tour bu I had to attend to a couple of 
things before the mail departed and so J, H, took a ride 
and then the clerk and then s,ome people came and I never 
did get my ride, Mr, Talker said it 
costs rjbout a hundred dollars an hour and the 

machine itself costs only twenty four thousand dollars. Only. 

Bill Lasen is in town, but says fje doubts 
if he will fe able to get down to see me 
on this go-round. His work at the University of Texas 
this summej' turned out to his liking. He ran over 
here to see his mother, Mrs, Marbry Jones, and has 
to dash over to Houston where 

June's brother is being married this weekend, June 
flies down to Hjouste-n from Hew York on Saturday, 
and, immediately after the wedding, she and Bill fly to 
Hew York where Bill has to he on Holiday 
night, Lordy, Lerdy, how people do get a bout. 

* 

Camren called me this morning full of gossip, The 
Red 'Cross f rom Huntsville ,Alabama, had called her regarding the 
wife and two children of some Natchitoches Parish youth 
who is a sojLdier, —white. He married a girl in Huntsville 
in May,, telling her of his former marriage and saying 
he was di vo reed, The new wife, now two months in pregnency, received 
a letter from the boy's mother, also living in this Parish, saying 
her son was never divorced. That, makes the son a bigamist, of 
course and the second wife finds herself hold the bag, as it 
we re, 

1 % l ' r 

James dropped in this afternoon, Everything at Hyde Park and 
1226 appears lovely again, OuSaturday night Aunt Willie 
had 'phoned to invite me to sup with her n and Mayor Ray-Scott and 
his family and naturally 1 demurred• 122 6 is thoroughly air 

conditioned and comfort-tie but I cannot imagine 
journeying there for 3uch a session,,,,, • 


Memorandum: 

Our heat wave continues. It was 81 
at five o'clock this morning and scooted up into 
the 100's by noon. Along about 4 thirty, it 
clouded up and sprinkled, pushing the mercury k c ck into 
the 80's which seemed higher because of the dampness. 

Ye are promised 1 06 for the morrow. 

The artist come to see me this miming. She 
apparently had nothing particular in mind and 

seemed to enjoy seeing . some of -the pretty pumpkins, gourds and 

squash I , had strewn along the gallery. The full heat of 

the day had not arrived as yet and so I enticed her 

into the Ghana garden where she f-und many thi’ngs 

to attract her eye, the vivid, colors of the coxcomb, 

the sweet basil now in its full fragrance, thelndian corn, 

gourds and so on. We touched on many things and 

I asked her when she mentioned that Mrs. Rand's 

grandson had massed by her house a couple of 

Sun^^y back, if she had given the small pictures to 

the B’ullilove hoy. She said he had t 

asked for them' but she hadn't given them to him because they were for some 
Cf course, that "some lady" just happened to be the boy's 
mother who had instructed him to pick them up for 
her. 

This afternoon about 4, Dr. Talley of H e w Orleans dropped 
in. She said she had picked up a few pictures at the 
artist's house, bo: rdds which she had sent her 
to he painted, She said the artist hed 

some prety small pictures she wanted to carry away with her 
b t the artist said they belonged to "some lady". 

9 

V 

The news media seems :to hr-ve lots of merchandize 
to dispense these days The Hazleton miners 1 ‘ 

being rescued, tomorrow's negro march in Washington, the 
threatened rail s trike for the following day 

and so on. I haven't heard any mention ofdisorders by whites in 
Washington on Wednesday, but, knowing the crack¬ 
pot performances by white trash in Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Al'abrm a ^and so on, I haven’ ft doubts 

representatives of such groups as the fLuJClux Klan, 

Citizens Council, etc., will hand tb «. ' 

toss a few firecrackers into the 
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Wednesday, August 2%th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


The hea continues but a thin gause-ltkecloud coverage 
tempered the sun's rays -nd kept the thermometer around 1 00 hut 
net above in this area, I think, . 


I cm happy to report that the white peahen has re¬ 
gained her sighf c.nd one gets the impression her vision 
is once more sharp enough to thread a needle or whatever 
it $ bright eyed ladies do to sh.ew whet keen 
vision they possess, I must write a column about the bird 
and call it something like Lady inWhite even thought '/ilke Collins 
or somebody once used that title for mystery novel. 

It seems to me there were quite few 'phone 
calls today but I lms out so much t I wonder I got 
any. One of the mulatto ladies from 

St, Augustin's Church called to say the Church Fair would 
be the same weekend as the Pilgrimage and added 
she had keen asked to get in contact with me to ask if I 
wo”ld be having something to say about the Fair in the column 
since they had noticed during the past few years that many 
pilgrims mentioned that they had sought out the Church and 
its t food because they had read about it i'S the column,I 
don remember how I h ve handled the subject in previous 
efforts but I shall be delighted te tv y l nd at it again 
if it helps the cause any, holding the thought that I don't 
repeat myself too much, 

Hrs, Ccnung called to say^she had been contacted by The^nterprise 
which reverted this week's issue, although a day 
behind in mking its appearance this week, had, nevertheless 
come off the presss in spite of the absence of 
b~th the Editor ind Publisher who are currently vacationing 
in some str nge place such as Hot J rings, Arkansas or some such. 
People 'C n think of t>-.c strangest places to vacation and, 
to my w z y of thinking, Hot Springs in -mong the stranger. Lots 
of people,do go there from around here, I believe 
since, asi'e from the springs, there are places for swimming and 
a suggestion of the Ozark mountains somewhere around or possibly 
not too far aw~y for little side trips, I believe Hot 
Springs has horse racing, gaming, etc,, and that my recount 
for sc ye of its ppeal to the five cent cigars, Then, too, 
it isn t too far away, nearer, I believe, for example, than, 
say, BatonRouge end that probably has c.n clement of appeal, too. 


conbustihles with the hope of g e ting a scuffle 
started, 

Dr, and Mrs, Albritton of the local college shepherded 
a group of northwestern people on one of the three week 
European tours in August, The group had 
expected to see John andThelma in London but did not. 

In tcwi yesterday Mrs , Albritton, however, mentioned 

seeing the Eysers at Idlewild air port a day or so ago. Obviously 

the Eysers did not fly back to Chicago from 

Frankfurt direct, 1 believe they were going on 

from Hew York to Chicago* however, for they left their 

car there and were planning to go to their Illinois 

farm before returning' to flatchitoches about September 4th, 

I believe, Mrs,Albritton 

reported that their group had a wonderful time hut 
their progress across Europe by car had been hobbled by 
traffic* so many roads being clogged with cars running 
bumper to bumper and often proceeding at a snail’s pace when 
moving at all. If one finds but three vjeeks to be a broad, 
it would seem that August might be one month te avoid. 


I was apalled today when I went through the rigamarole 
of typing the mere address of a soldier stationed somewhere in 
Georgia, I got the number of 

the telephone number of the parents of the soldier who is 
the prospective father of D 0 reatha’s prospective 
grandchild • Tfie boy was adnonished by his parents not 
te marry and nttt to give hi3 address te anyone hut them. 

Blandly I called* said I wanted to send a paper to the youth and 
got the thing just like one two three, but 

it was a job* —all the letters, numbers and signs and wonders. 
By dint of considerable doings, the numerals and letters could 
be unscrambled and theRcd Cross is now lending 
a hand in rounding up a possible husband and 
for sure a future contributor to the child's 
maintaince • It 's an interesting point 

that on the plantation, nobody but Doreatha, her daughter and I 

about the girl's pregency, Doreatha told me she had 

not told her husband, her mother or anyone • It.would seem th re 

are comparatively few people trusted with a secret and naturally 
in the present case I an delighted that the trust reposed could 
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Thursday, August 29th, 2963. 


The County Agriculture Agent's office called, in re¬ 
sponse to my effort to delve a little into the eye 
problem of the peahen, I got nothing from, that conversation 
except the offer on the part of the gent in charge of 
poultry to pick up a hir'd, should another ever be afflicted, 
and have same run through a bird clinic. Human clinics are 
brd enough and I shall most certainly shy away from ever 
subjecting one of my birds to such an indignity. 

. 

Carmen called a couple of times, one c 11 being 
inspired by the fact that she had forgotten the name of 
r aughy 'illiams,Dorea‘h a 1 3 daughter and an 
additional report was going forward to Ceorgia 
in the maiden lady's and theh a chelor ’ s effort to round up 
a papa for the impending child. 

At 7 and 8 o'clock here tonight, it was, 
of cours, 9 and 10 o'clock inlashington and 
the day pretty well spent along the Potomac, I am 
glad the protest march went off with such 
apparant smoothness and I gather from 
the radio reports at 8 that the majority of the people 
journeying to theCapitol for the doings" had already headed 
back to their respective homes across the nation. 

Time is so limited for r dio news that one gets 

but a skeleton at best and the papers will probably fill 

in the g a ps as to particulars, Although the names"of 

several prominent people, colored and white, 

were mentioned as participants in the doings, I should 

h a ve liked to hear more people identif ed. For 

instance, I should like to know if Dick Gregory 

was on hand and I hone he was, I have heard him 

interviewed a^couple of times on radio 

and James has mentioned him on occasion and has read 

snatches by or about him from magazines, He 

seems possessed of a mind as sharp as a rasor 

and has certainly given generously in public appearances ' 

where trouble was brewing, -- Mississippi, 

Alab c ma and so on. Like most trail blazers, he 
probably is not the most restful personality 
in the world but the trail he is helping whack out 

is going to do a lot for less agre.ssive souls following 

after, 

The night is so lovely, the moon so pretty, I'm 

go ng to take a turn in the&hana garden, inhale deep breaths 


Memorandum • 

Hot t and fair. We had been promised showers and 
a dab of coolness but rporantly these two desiredelements got lost 
before reach this area• 

* 

A letter from Emily Hahn asked for a CottonCrucifixien which 
would h ve to be set rightaway if it might he received 
before September 10th. Her address in 

England was included in t he 1 tier in case the shipment 
couldn't he made immediately. Fortunately there 
is a Crucifixion thoroughly dry which I shall send by 
tomorrow's post. 

The Hew Orleans tr veiers returned last night and 
so i indulged in the usual 9 o'clock f 
coffee spree this morning, 'There didn t seem to 
be much news from they're scent City. There was a dinner 
with Ida jfazurette but Charles didn t feel well enough 
to venture to Gr.latois' or where ever it was held, 

Cn the street or in the hotel lobby, I, S.F, was 
bumped into hut everybody was in a hurry and no time was 
avialable for more than a Hodvnj. J assume I.S.'"* 
is picking up her son nd his family who were supposed 
to fly in from Virginia Beach. They sold their house there 
and are proceeding toCalifornia • From Tew Orleans, 
all the Willards will fly to Alexandria where 

I, ST. had lft her car. They will then drive up to Natchitoches 

for a day and thence to Shreveport to catch » 

anothe plane th t w 11 take them, on to 

the Jest Coast. It sounds like a cumbersome 

agenda and probably subject to change without a second's notice. 

Since I. S.W. was seeing her son, d.-u ghter-in- 

law -nd two gr dchil lren in TewOrleans and since there is 

pretty good plane service from there to the 

Vest Coast, it is difficult its imagine off hand 

why everybody should encour- e ther in the present heat wave 

by coming up this w a y for a single day 

and. then a? ng on to Shreveport to catch another 

pla^e , ■ — nit, as *ames has ( 

wisely observed, there are some peoole who don t think 

and therefore often succeed in getting themselves entangled m 

all sorts of things and end up offen in getting 
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things done the hard way . 

On the ho*le front, J, fa was doing the rounds 
w:-th four or five men this morning, said to be 
agents of Pet Milk, Tonight he supped at LittleEva 
whose owner wasentert a ining for Pet Milk et al, I hold 
the thought the nilk boys will stick to their dairies and 
leave the pecans alone • 

And speaking o' pecans, it is interesting to 
note the crash of heavily laden big limbs from almost 
a ny point of the compas at almost any hour of the dn, 

I was pulling up some expired vines in Ghana this fternoon and 

in the hour I was there, noted a dozeiucrashes, some from as far away as 

mile or more. In wind storms, the breaking o the tig 

branches seems natural enough but in a perfectly calm 3pell, one 

can but wonder what in t he world determines the fin c l straw that 

hre a ks them, fhw fi nd then a flock of cattle will be quietly 

browsing in a grove of pec-.ns when, without the slightest warning, 

a huge limb just above them will , crash, startling the herd and 

sending them off, tails in the air, on a frisky 

gallop toward the far end of the field where, >as 

often happens, the same phenomenon repeats itself within 

half an hour and all the cattle come galloping back • 

\ .. 

"Today's post brought an interesting letter from"'arren 
Ogden in response to a note I had written him regarding 
an article houtRUodes he had written for Dixie-Roto . I 
want to run ^through the letter again end so will send it 
along in a subse quent letter, I told. Warren I dreamed about 
going to Greece a' \d, as you will note from his letter, he very 
kindly gave quite an 'account of the places he visited, I 
gather he lik s ed. Greece, too, . 

In pursuance of my last chagb with la Storm,I recall a couple 
of points about la Dtrmon’s visit to 1286 that dis¬ 
appointed May, In the first place, Carrie made no mention 
rad she probably never noticed the house, exterior and 'inferior, which 
Kay had fashioned, I think K ay should ha not h c ve 
been surprised at this since, so far as I know, Carrie 
never notices this architectural or matters concerning furnish¬ 
ings • The other point of regret was that when 

Kay took Carrie .to 3ee the four hundred foot greensward leading down to t 
river from 1826, Carrie 

proceeded to tell Kay how the plaice could 
be planted. The advice was uusgtight, One nice thing 
about ay and Carrie is thctlumithcr seem.s to remember 
divergencies in opinions an dirt he clouds of disappointment 
proba'ly faded before Car ie^ w a s back at Briarwoed .. 


Friday, August 30th, 19 63. 


’/ emorandum : 

* 

Hot during the morning, Abeu noon some clouds 
appeared and gusts of wind pushed things around at a great rate 
and. loviered the thermometer from the upper 90's 
to the pper 80's and not a drop of rain fell, 

«. 

I think t didn't mention yesterday the report 
I received from one of my plantation friends in his mid 80's 
who has had no sch ooling and whose consept of places and things 
in many fields is on the vague side. He has a brother 
living in theState ofWashington and, of course, Washington on the 
Pacific and Washington on the Potomac are cl 1 one and 
the same, I am sure my friend never heard of Herodotus or 
al y of the early Greeks of whom contemporary scholars explin 
that since the world wa3 not so thickly populated "in ancient times, 
it seems none of the early writers could never conceive 
of any gro r ‘p of people as being in 

excess of ten thousand, a figure they never got beyond in speaking 
of prmies and so on. Well, my plan iion friend must 
have been viewing theTV pictorial account of the protest march 
in Washington,D, C,, d~y before yesterday -nd passing this 
w a y explained there were lots of people going to Washington ,— 

"more th r n any h ody could reckon . twenty five-whole t rains of them 

and twenty five bus loads of them and twenty five bicyclesof 'em . " 

I think that st tment might even hove startled Socrates, 

V 

James dropped in this fternoon, Aunt" illie had 
asked him to bring me the big apple of which she hfid' 
spoken on the 'phone the other day. On second thought, 
however, she changed.her request, asking him to let me 
see it, after which she asked him to t ake it to the artist 
who could both see it and make a pie out of it which sounded like 
a first rate idea. But while I was impressed by the 
dimension of the apple at, shall I say, the equator, 
it was not round like a grapefruit but on the 
contrary, was depressed at the /forth -ndSouth poles, perhaps a 
little like the shape of a doughnut with the center filled in. It 
was, must s-.y, the biggest apple I ever saw around the middle but 
possibly, with its depressed top and bottom / did not 
weigh more th n some of the larger round, all around apples 
one occasionally encounters from the •"est Coast, Tibis one 
h - il e‘d frpm, JlprthCa roli na, 

I asked for news n bout I, S, Villa rd, •'ernes 
said that sofar as he knew, her plans for herself and children and 
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Sunday, Seatem h er 1st, 1963. 


grandchildren had been changed feiir times since last Sunday. 
de said that the latest itinerary he had heard of called for 
the whole posse to journey from l'lew 

Orleans to Natchitoches sometime today, spend Satu rday 

in Natchitoches and then mortor to Shrev d ort 

for the children and their children t»: catch the California 

plane hut, he hastened to explain, that was merely the latest 

plan her h ad heard c hout and accordingly a dozen others might 

h a ve come into existence within the last few seconds. 

A slight interruption at this point. 

- heWalke rs, just hack from a week at Hot Springs, 
telephoned to say Hey and inquire as to doings 
around the Parish during their absence. They were » 

at the Arlington Hotelwhere Hiss Cam was want to stay during , 

her visits. It is said to he quite nice a;id 

there were lots of newish grandpas and grandmas with 

their grown children and the letters’ offspring and the 

food featured in many a n eating place 

obviously had this racial group in mind and wes excellent. 

Cne remarkable f-.ct about the Jewish pntrons was that 
the elderly gentlemen didn't seem to be sporting whiskers 
but were as cle-n shaven as the gentiles There was 
mu-h swimming, excursions.into the countryside and so on. 

I take it n grand time was had by all. Hot Springs would 

be a^out the lest place I would thinkrof going 

on 3 vacation but it probably has a lot of advantages 

■ ~ r a family of three, all of whom enjoy swimming -nd snorts. I 

assume t’-.e ■■alkers just got back to home base and. as the hour is 

10:45 p.m., they said they 

had not called 'rs, G-enung who would receive a 

breakfast visit from them in the morning.. I 

had talked with Clara Cenung around 4 this fternoen and 

she reported she thought theJalkers would 

not return before Sunday and she felt sure they 

would probably ’phone her fromA.lexandria on their wo.y 

home. This seemed doubtful to me since 

Alexan rialie t s about ,40 miles south of Hatctrttbches 

a?id csuldn t imagine them adding a n extra hundred miles to 

their r turn journey to pass through Alexandria for no 

particuhr reason, 

>>ell, so much for the approach of Labor Lay weekend. May it turn out 
czma ratively quiet in Lyme for little Miss Lee . 


Memorandum: 

• .* • U-* - j/,. ... • c% r * \ . 

Hair and warm by day, fair and 70-ish ky night. . 

Thirty billion approaches would not suffice to convey 
o.y ^elicit with, -a turd ay s post, the letter from Lyme with its 
lo ely enclosures. Nothing 

co'ul 1 have dene so much to gladden my heart as did the 
letter from Lyme. The^e was scant chance to 
read it and. no chance at all to explore the 

contents if the clipping or the letter from Briarweod which came in 
tie same mail but peace will return by Tuesday 

at the latest when Shreveport will have returned to Shreveoert and 

one can experience the novelty of a slice of 

quiet. 

, 1i f -~ed to have a glimpse of weekend plans in Lyme 

although gather from the letter that plenty e f 

coming .n- go ng and general doings with the increase in the number 
People at our favorite neighbors probably did. ’t 
give one much opportunity to catch one's breath. 

One is impressed ky the parallel of problems the world 
errand a:id 1 found myself wondering if anyone else had encounntered 
a neea for legerdemain in handling a matter like my neighbor across the 
fence, with her nevhew and. wife arriving with two 
smnll youngsters, there was problem ofrounding up a 
chair for one of tue little ones. There are two perfectly good 
.ueeffs of furniture such as was desired for one of the children 
rv.g w to t with c:ii exphesieu that night ensue 

az the big house if either one of the unused ones were borrowed . 
an -11 kinds of ways and. means had to he thought un to effect the 
move, l-k is all ridiculous, of course, hut nevertheless ever 
1* f, r 7 S J+ t +? 8 a potential for the roof flying off that one can only 

ih tine n ensr lV ex vended b 1 mortals over things 

that should Ne of no consequence at all. J 

I felt the close to li tie Miss Lee this 
morning when' Natalie called and we could talk together ■ bout 
our f z vonte character. Next to the pleasure p' being in contact 
with loved one is bbing able to chat with another 
on a subject of mutual enthusiasm and it goes without 
saying that little Miss lee was uppermost" 
in our mines. ’■ atalie seemed, gey enough and sroke 
of having made some tresses for her granddaughters and 
various other non-professional activities.I had 
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Monday , September 2nd, 19 63 


heard Jr cm my neighbor and'■had it confirmed by Hatalie 
that Madam Beaufort is going to Europe this month on a 
three weeks jaunt, primarily , la Beaufort says, to brush 
up on her gardens and when she returns, she 

expects to j’oinin the vague collection of people who further 

A. J. lodges' interest. Sister announced at table 

that J, H. says Bct>-.-is going to work for Hodges. I 

think it isn tquite that simple. As I understand it, 

beth will beat the drums for Hodges, hardens without 

remuneration, conduct Hodges- European Tours whatever that 

may be an* generally spread the good word 'about the 

glories of flora at theCnrdens hut whether she herself will 

he using her megaphone exclusively in her European j'aunts or whether 

she will spen-i her time haranguing American Carden r ’luhs or what, isn't 

clear. From people -who a re supesed 

to know about such matter, I gather la Beaufort will not receive 
mere th c n expenses and, of cou se, working for ncthingmay be all 
she wants. Cur conversation 

was ^roken off abruptly whenthe Shreveport visitors suddenly bounced 
■' ' ’ n clatter. 1 lot’ forward to another 

chat a week hence when a measure of peace, let us hove, has 
been restored. 


Memor a ndum • 

J‘air end hot, that is to say, around 100. 

Tie holiday weekend continues with more family and 
no secretaries because thereof. I look forward with 
impatience to the morrow when, 1 trust, the family will 

'nn G +l ne Vh nurn f crs > ths secretariat return, for one htn 
oil the other because everyone automatically fades out o 

? ,+ ie 'PP r -s- c '- of the other. n the mean time, my Sat] 
letter from hyme with its enclosures remains safelv tine, 
the armoir while I await another day. 

Carmen called this morning just to say Howdy. She 
she and her sister had dropped in on Aunt ■'illie on Sum 
afternoon and were pleased to find Kay there with her dU 
a, ■.--r s. Crabtree. Carmen said she and Kay teamed up to< 
whil Carmens sister and Aunt Willie got their he-ds to' 

J! r e . u rlnb+lt + n 0 A l i lle J°i ked P reii: y msl1 * Carmen said 
rs. Crabtree told her that AuntWtllie was netting rest i 

retuning to The Bluff. If anybody had asked her, 
pr l'~: 1 y - r s • rabtree woul have said she didn't mind 
getting ck to EouthCarolina either. 


To make life quieter in the country, a flock of people 
of°hreveport had been invited to come down here to spend 
the afternoon, scheduled to arrive at 2. By 3 o'clock, they 
hadn t put in an appearance • Sister couldn't find her daught^u 
and came to me to ask where she might he. Eventually daughter was locate 
and a brisk conversation ensued between mother and daughter, the like 
of ohich 1 neverwitnessed before. The mother was standing with me on the 
'rick walk in front of the big house. The daughter was across the river. 
As you know there is consider i~le distance and a screen of trees between 
the big house and the road and then there's the stretch of the river, sur 
a ;ood half mile if not farther, and the conversation, if schreaminj 
can he called such, went on, neither speaker seein the other 
but their broadcasts coming through remarkably well. 
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Tuesday, September 3rd, 19 63. 


- Memorandum: 


Fair end hvt. 

Tie best thing about the day after Labor Day 
is thatpeople go home and one can resume some kind of a 
routine. Sister an l daughter left this morning 
and I was hie to round up a. couple of secretaries 
endother folks could get on with their ccustomed 
doings. 

It was so nice to be ~ble to re-read last Friday’s 
or was it Saturday's letter from Lyme, admired the 
portraits and the.im ulse impelling them in the direction 
of Lestan and to be -hie to run through the clipping 
about the discovery of the data concerning Holbien in 
the Dew England farm house occupied by the Prince de Bearn. I 
never ce se to marvel at t>ie w z y pieces of information about 
this or that person keep on coming to light hundreds of 
:;ears after one would assume everything had been gathered together. 

I had my desk pretty well clea ed.~-b.ef'' re 11 o'clock 
and after dinner I was p ^ared to r lax when James 
put in an ^appearance. I shouted him Carrie's 
letter and we got a great kick out of it. In days gone bye, 

I used to wonder why in the world at that time that Carrie was 

jealous of me since then, even as now, we didn't 

seem to h.-ve any interests that couldn't run 

smoothly and although sometimes parallel, as in the 

mutual interest in things such as plants, hut never 

crossing. From the present letter, it would seem 

she has worked herself up into believing I am trying 

to discredit her or some such simply because I laughed at her 

rhout her ultr~~conservative stand that sounded just like 

the 'editorial page of dhcShreveport Times. I shall 

write her to recall how she once told me she didn't believe 

in letting millionaires thiv.k they owned her and. that 1, for mi pai 

didn't believe in letting people like old Col. 

DcCerm ck o he^hi a go Tribune or Cel .Ewing 

of thelhrevep=o-rt, 'imes think they could do our own thinking for us. 
I don't hope to convert Carrie, however, for 60 or 70 years of 
indoctrination by The Times isn t easily obliterated. 


■■■■I 
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today, pursuant to the visit she and her sister made 

to 1226 last Sunday, One thing she reported gave me 

quite turn since it revealed a point in the aunt- 

niece relations I had never thought of before, I have 

long realised that auntie has a personality magnet that 

saps a lot of energy out of the niece and I had never 

thought any further on that score. But Carmen says that 

Hrs,Crabtree reports that Kay, for her party is wearing 

Aunt"illie down hy stirring up pet excitements, such as 

the racial thing, which never fails to get the 

elder lady into a tizzy. As Kay goes over to see Aunt Hfillie 

every day, the excitement never gets a <24 hour cooling off period 

and it is said this is telling on the one who has so long 

seemed the dominant personality, 

t is sdid that a ny day now, Aunt "illie is likely to 
call a plane had have herself whisked off to Charleston, This will 
give hay a chance to go bqck to Kayo's, The lady doctor says she 
can see no reason for Kay having a ny pains but perhaps she 
doesn t take into account that p a ins even imaginary ones, 
may have certain values for the patient, 

A report came to the Bed Cross in town today from the 
Fort Cordon, Ceorgia, base where the prospective 
Pz.Po. ef Dereatha's prospective grandchild is 
stationed, fhe soldier, A, Thomas, jr,, reports he 
is willing to pay a port of the hospital expense for the birth of 
the child s birth but doesn't feel 3 ure he is the 
sole suitor in the case and therefore will be willing 
to pay only d portion of the costs. Only the prospective mother 
knows if he is $ke soleparticip ant in an act he-getting 
her child 'and it would be futile for her to try having 
the Courts determine whether the child, when horn, belongs to 
the of ores iid doubting Thomas, I understandsome kind 
of a h lood thing can dtermine such matters but 
few if a ny Courts are guided by such findings / 

_At the coffee hour, I saw the 1 and 3 year old daughter and so 
of ace nd julie Regard, all four of whom are visiting across 
the fence, I like the parents and the childrens are dolls hut 
full of activity, reminding one the time to have children is 


Wednesday, September 4th, 19 63 


Memo randum 


Fair acid hot, 

C 

I was delighted to hear from Natalie this 
afternoon, When she called on the Sabbath, I was * 

in the mi'ist of taking off my beard, &y co¬ 

incidence, I was at the same task when she called today, 

I am glad that TV hasn't as yet caugh up with 
telephone conversations for the appearance 

of r. gentleman, hiswhiskcrs half on and half off and the soap 
cr eking with the extension of the conversation wouldn't 
he pretty at ,11, I am quite sure. But 

the conversation was brief, consisting primarily of Natalie's 
request to bring down her two Greek youths on Friday morning, 

I have long wanted them to get a glimpse of plan .ation 
surroundings and I am glad they will have an opportunity 
to get glimpse of this one day fter tomorrow. She said 
they would pe bringing their cameras with them which ought 
to give her and me an opportunity to chat a little since 
photogr phing ud conversation never seem to go together, 

» 

I did hern a thing or two about her sister-in-law, 
la Beaufort, and her husband's half sister, Ruth Pierson, .’he 
latter is being given a gift by a couple of her 
children, one of whom is Edgerton piersm, President of one of 
the locil banks, Tie gift is a trip to Japan and as 
Ruth is a flower f ncier^and gifted in flower arrangements, she 
says she pi ns to contact an qxnert in the field of Japanese 
floioer arrangements when she reaches Toko or where 
ever and will have an interpreter while she takes lessons 
xisx in the rare xf Art of putting - flower properly into 
a vase. There are all kinds of ways to bscrb the 
Orient, ± suppose, and Ruth is determined that getting 
'such instruction as what to do with a petunia that is foot¬ 
loose and a vase not in use, and I am all in favor of 
her determination although 1 ’m quite sure mine would 
probably embrace a somewhat broader scope of endeavor. 
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Thursday, September 5th, r 1965, 


As /or Ruth's half sister, la Beaufort t her impending 
departure for Europe is being made with a group 
of people from Hodges Gardens, It is described,— 

Beth's trip, as a trial run and she will pay eight hundred 
dollars out of her own pocket for the three week 
trip, If things go as hoped, she 

will then round- up a Garden Tour under Hodges auspices, 
and, shepherd that and. others that may follow, /.s.a 

relative by marriage observed, it ought to ,go 
just fine if a ?l extra bumper of grog doesn't get 
tucked away under her belt when anything might 
happen and all future tours would blow up right 
then and there, On the good side, it mus be 
admitted, the tour thing is giving Beth something to do 
which is more than can be said for a lot of widows and 
divorcees. On the other hand, hecai'.se she has 
a personality so much like Sister's, anybody employing 
their time g.nd money under her guidance is more than 
likely to encounter rough weather along the way, 

, understand tomorrow s Enterprise will carry an article 
on page 5 about la Beaufort alihg with a portrait, 

I blievg nothing is said about the impending tour however, 
Itdoesn t seem clear to anyone what advantage 1 Beaufort 
is jetting out of the Hodges connection other than filling 
up time as it is said she does not get on the payroll, I 
gather that she will harangue Garden Clubs about the nation, 
beating two drums at the same time, —the 

glories of Hodges Gardens and, secnndly, the enticements of 
a Hodges Gardens Tour of European gardens. The 
impossibility of finding out what is really what as to things 
currently cooking is due to the f a ct that la Beaufort 
never tells the same story twice in either major or minor 
details so that if the several segments are pasted together, 
they made a panorama incomprehensible to anyone, e specially 
to Beth, 

v. t 

The Joe Regards with children left this morning and 
DanRegard with bride arrived this afternoon so my neighbor must 
be busy. As for myself, I'mdoing what I can 
to dispose of plants knocked ou by the d rought and 
have nothing to complain aboutas of the moment,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

Fair and hot until 3:30 when clouds 
appeared, sprinkled two tenths 'of n,n inch of moisture and 
cooled things down into the 80's, In town where they 
have had less moisture than in the surrounding countryside, the 
official reading for moisture during the month of August 
was 53 one hundreds of an inch and 37 one_ hundreds for the cast 
54 days which, of course, is just another way of s aying it is dry, 

When I saw clouds forming in the middle of the 
afternoon, I concluded there was no time like 

the present to harvest my modest Indian corn crop. Some old lady in the 

upper Joyous Coast area had sent some seeds to me by Celeste in 

the Spring, t Celeste couldn't remember her name 

but premised *to get it for me, I must ask her 

ag in so I may write her and perhaps send her a pretty gourd, 

e 

What surprised me about the ears of corn was the 
excessive dampness of the husks. In view of the prolonged 

hot s’pell that has cooked everything else in the vegetable line, 

it seems remarkable tl^at one could almost wring water out 
of the husks, I didn t have' much to shew by v)ay of a harvest but 

there are enough ears and "stubbings" to add interest to fruit and 

vegetable bowls and pla'tters I shall throw together 

at Pilgrimage time. Some of the ears hrve red kernels, some bl-ck and 
some rows of the hick interspersed with an 
occaional hite kernel, giving quite a pretty effect, 

I imagine, when piled into thp general mounds of ornamental gourds , 
persimmons, potatoes peppers of the red end of the green varieties. 
Again these collec ''ns of plantation raised vegetables will not 
approximate the orchids 1 Beaufort thinks appropriate to have 
flown in 'or plantation decors. 

Then I wrote the date on this memo, —the 5th, I recalled that 
Blythe told me on August 11th that she would be flying off 
to Manhattan on September 6th, 1 g .pier, therefore, th t if she keeps 
to her schedule, I shall not be seeing her prior to her departure, 

I assume she will he a t:ying at the Blaza when in town although 
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riday, September 6th, 2963 


she will probrbly spend s-<me time in the C a tskill's at Paul King's 
vlace up there,, 1 assume it will not he long before 
the maples up that way in the higher elevations will 
he turning their gorgeous golds and reds and 
I know she will like that snectncle. 

According to my radio, former Mayor Morrison of NewOrleans 
resigned today from his post as Ambassador to 
Organisation of AmericanStates, in or^er to run for 
Governor of the BelicanStatc. Some people 

think he will oerhnps he in the run-off hut it seems doubtful 
if he can he elected. At the present time there a^e something 
like 7 or 8 people running for the job 

and as of the moment, it is more or less like pulling n mes out of 
■ hat when uessing which will he successful at *the polls. 

I should prefer seeing Morris win ever all the others hut 
hs chances are said to he good hut slim at the seme time. 

All news media) 1 suppose, make handsome profits during election 
years. 1 heard of o?i<s pay-off that was quite unexpected 
hy the Editor mid Publisher the other dgj . A Dr. Cook has 
thrown his hat in the Match ittcl*es Parish ring f~r the job 
of Coroner, planning to run -gainst Dr. Pierson. It 
seems Dr, Cook and the Editor of The&nterprise haven's seen 
eye-to-eye in times past but in spite of that Dr.Cook sent 
a picture of himself to the paper, hoping for publication, 

,f rs .V/ a lker acknowledged receipt of the picture by 'phone and 
in the course of the conversation, remarked she understood the 
doctor h d a nale Siamese cat and that she herself had 
n female Siamese which she wanted bred. She Said she was 
prepared to p^y the usual st-nding fee and the doctor, 
pleased, th t his pict'.re seemed to he making progress, assured 
the Editor service would gladly be granted and there 

would be no st-nding fee whatsoever. What odd combinations do turn u 
th * political pet begins boiling. 


Memorandum 


w s fair and cool during the night but by 
morning, it was climbing in warmth 
or is predicted for a v out 76 which isn't 


I had coffee across the fence, returning to ^ucca a bout 
9:20 where I foy.nd Natalie, the two young gentlemen from 
Greece and, to my surprise, a third gentium, the 
third being from Iran, all students of Northwestern. 

ft 

As a gesture both for the young Greeks and for Natalie 
whose "nests they were, I had prepared a couple of 
little gifts for the reeks, --some 'ane^iver material , a 
cook book because its introduction would supply them with an 
account of the .artist and an original Hunter creation. My task 
was to think up w c ys I could preare a third package for old Iran withe i 
absenting myself fr-m my guests a nd at the same time <ach eve 
the required legerdemain without appearing to, _ and it all 


anight s radio, quo e Senator Morse of Oregon 
as sc.yingGovertr Wallace is certainly doing a fine job 
for the Communists by his school policies inAlabama. 

I think the Senator is right, especially as 

reg rds material for G?viet groups in Africa and Asia, I 

guess s-me people even in Alabama, however, are getting tired of the 

Governor's rigid position. I heard a few students interviewed 

this e venihg and was impressed when one of them declared, —a white 

youth, that he wos trying to get an education and 

that he wished the Governor would stop lousing up the effort. 

And now I am going to try to makq the most of 
the comparative cool and see if I cc.n t get s ^me desk work 
done before calling it a day . 
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Sunday, September 8th, 19 63. 


Memo randum; 


a plantation especially as in the present instance when it chanced 

that the water was cut off in the filtering process then in progress 

Oddly enough, after 1 had procured the af ore said - 

glass of water and presented it to the young gentleman, he 

raised it to his lips hut, as I observed later when removing 

the glass, he had not t akcn a sip. Perhaps there' was some old 

Greek custom ± revolving ~ bout the serving of water 

of which I am ignorant, I must n-v,ire a hout his 

from Natalie the next time I talk with her, 

There ;«as a section of the Iced gardens reminding the Greeks 
of the'Queen s garden at Athens, Aside from that 
nost a lgicimpressie>n, the Greeks probably didn't get too 
much out of their morning. But things went 

smoothly enough and Natalie and.I enjoyed seeing each other again 
and in spending a morning with three such pleasant youths 
and tonight I shall relished the icebox pie, 

James dropped in around 1 :30 this afternoon. He ; as 
feeling fine and we discussed everything from where Alexander 
theGreat died to whether 1, S,Willard wouldhe annoyed when 
she read in the local paper that she, at 758 dollars, was 
in the list of five persons in the Parish on the State payrole 
in the special bracket of unlisted State employees, I must 
::3 k him when I see him which month he ref erred .to whan he said 
Aunt" illie a'nd Mrs ,Crabtree were thinking about 
returning to TheBluff and Kay thinking nbout 
flying up to Mays's "about the middle of the month", 

I ssume he may have meant October butpossib'ly 
September , 

Ticre was a strange ending to the Walt B a ker letter which 
I shll enclose if I can set hand to same inasmuch as the phrase 
sounded as though there might be. a termination to correspondence 
until the annual Louisiana go-round which always comes in deep 
summer. Perhaps the writer was distracted 
vrsagging into a glass at the close of a busy day 
or some such,. Never being one to ponder of particular words 
or phraees in personal letters, I must say I did pay attention 
early inthe letter at the combination of some such words as "This 
fall and autumn", I don't know if the dictionary gives them 
si iglitly t different meanings but I guess I have always used them 
in ter-change ably as being synonomous. 

So begineth the first weekend after that of Labor 
Day and l hold the thought that both in Lyme and 
locally it may he cushioned with a measure of quiet and 
not too many people,• ••• 


Tot 'iid humid with a Saturday a fternoon sprinkle totalling 
two tens of an inch with the humidity holding over today 
and diminishing little in spite of the sun, ''e 
are promised more heat for the morrow, 

I learned p.t the coffee hour on Saturday that 
.Dootsie, Sister's daugh er, had written a letter to J, H,, 
which he r eceived -Friday., 1 t reported Sister had been hitting 
the bottle and had cut herself, 1 know not where, on the* 
g ass top of a table and fifteen stiches were required 

Dr, Alb c n, the vecai man, died riday and as his funerdL was 
inShreveport this afternoon, J, II, attended and arobably took 
the opportunity to look in on Sister, 

Natalie called Saturday night to th a nk me for the Friday 
go-round, with her Greeks and the young gentleman from Iran, She 
said they had 1 had a fine time. At Ghana, she had noticed the checked rec 
white curtains heeded a bit of mending and she had taken them with 
her on Friday morning, along with a couple o' red and white t a ble 
clothes I chanced to have. Sometime within the following P,4 hours 
she had envered the tr-ble clothes into window curt-ins, converted 
the old curtains into a table cloth and purchased a new checkered. t~ble 
cloth and 1 don't knew how she and. little Miss Lee ca do 
so much in a twinkling, 

She had asked if it would he alright if she left them 
with James to bring d^wn and she called again this evening to 
say that Jam.es and Kay had paused at her house this noon to pick up 
the curt ins and th t lames would bring them down in a day or two, 

°he said she had made some little ekes or fancy biscuits or some such and 
that she hr-, given some to lames in a box to h ring to ~me and that 
she had given him and Kay a box of them and sent a third box 
on up the street by them to give to Hunt Willie, 

i‘hat girls like - 1 talie ancl little Miss Lee cc.n turn ou , once they s et 
their shoulders to the wheel. 

An interrupt ion a t this point to check b telephone on 
som.e publicity poised for State papers on Pilgrimage, I 
le rned in the urse of that connection, telephone not Pilgrimage, 
that Johen and Ihelma get hom.e this afternoon, exhile rated but 
not rested from their jaunt around Europe ina folkswagon, 
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* Monday, September 9th, 19 63. 


Herat and urn • 


From !'latalie I lear ed that la Beau fort' s whis around 
europe has suddenly gene ,to the dogs before it ever 
got off the ground. On Wednesday » I believe it wqs , —and it 
seems odd I am just hearing 'bout it and that The nterprise 
had not been informed, la. Beaufort's son, Vernon,~jr., fell 
on the concrete and crushed his jaw which .will reqi ire much surgery ,— 
a bout ",500 dollars worth, —removing teeth,, splicing bones 
a nd whatnot. And so Beth, has cancelled her plans and 
that is that,.—or so it is said. 

My clock said 2:30 this afternoon.when my 'phone .r ang 
and Dr. Hawkins identitifed himself. e.said he had called Pat who 
had given him my number and as be had some guests from 
Georgia he would like to see Melrose and as he would like 
to see it, too., he wondered if I would receive them. I 
told him.it was 15 miles and asked him if he and his party could 
make it by 2:40 and he said they c ould and, by golly, they made it. 

I learned subsequently that Dr.Hawkin's Chantilly place, the former 
horns of Charles Cunningham, has a ? ®r Sale sign on it. ■‘■he 
Hysterical ladies are in a panic for fear it will be sold before 
Pilgrimage time and as they don't have too many houses on 
their towi tour, they will miss this one if the antiques within get 
whisked awa before the middle of the coming month. 

I never understood the Hawkins set up, esoecia ly a s the dentist 

has been operating an office in Ferridgy and a spa rantly communityg the hundre 

miles or so and at the same time trying to get - busy going in 

town at the same time. Mrs!: dentists I have he r d of are so 

busy running one effince in one town that running two in separate 

towns seems unimaginable. It is said the Hawkins 

business in town got the treatment, --Getting the treatment meaning 

he was snubbed. He reminded me astonishingly of Clif Byrd and 

probably both were endowed •t birth with a nicety of balance 

as between the masculine and femine elements that me.y have 

made getting a foothold in town difficult. It 11 reminded me 

of a radio Program I heard the other night, pvt on mythe University 

of Southern California or some such. The subject was a scientific 

account of lie detecting machines and the program pointed out 

that big business employs such machines, especially banks and the like, 

"to ujeed out homo sexual s.". I had so many other things to a ttend to, - 
'didn t get around to write the progr-.m people what was done with the 
geode thus weeded out but M suppose they ere simply cast aside although 
1 should think it would be kinder to kill such human beings at 
birth if they ire to be "weeded out in maturity...... 


"air in the mid 90's with a promise of a warmer 
day on the morrow. •- <. 

It was enchanting to find a letter from Lyme in 
today's post. Tie secretaries, rushing home from school to 
jump into the cotton patch, didn't drop their sacks 
until nearly supper time, forcing a skimming through 
the mail that was lots better than no glance at 
' a 'LX hu even so, 1 await the morrow and a more leisurely 
opportunity to commune again. 

« 

I am interested to learn that Lyme is beginning 
to feel autumn in the c.ir to the extent of the pleasure ccsmptV- l 
a blanket at night. I haven't heard any thing 3 bout frosts 
in Hew England as yet ilthough once or twice it seems to me 
something was said -bout them in Michigan and Minnesota. 

Let's join in holding.the thought that Indian Summer 
and autumn may linger on and on and that Lyme may escape 
the snows of yesteryears. 

I am so glad to learn -bout the TV nr o grams- 
on theGreek Theatre with the hunts lending - hand and the 
Greece o the,Golden Era with the King and 
Queen voicing the script. They both sound like wonderful 
programs and I am especially anxious little Miss Lee 
may have t e 7 ood luck to be within re-ch of the ials 
on both the 11th and 22nd. I have neglected 
my reading so long, 1 'm going to skim through Robert P-yne s 
Splendors of Greece which 1 ch-nce to have at hc.nd for 1 
h-ve no dou t it will aoint up som.e of the pl-ces that 
may appear on the screen on the 22nd. 

1 don't knovj why I h~ve wondered so much of late about 
how the Greeks went to the theatre, especially the open air ones 
with their marble benches. Prob tly spring -nd autumn 
were the popular seasons for the theatre in ancient Greece 
although that is merely a guess on my part. 

,1 find mysdlf wondering, too, at hat time of the day the 
presentations took nlace and if >,the Greeks had canopies 
to break the full rays of the sun the way the Romans 
did at the circus. I find myself esneical'ly 
curious to know if the theatres were provided with cushions 
or if the theatre-goers to-xk cushions vjith then. 
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I have made an envelope at the s tor 
store, as I am having ribbon trouble. IJ this 
memo suddenly Jades out, you will underst.nd. 


Ikiesday, September 10th, 19 S3 


Memo ran 'urn 


James dropped in this ajternoon, bringing 
the curt ins, t a kle cloth and turkey red 
wall panel, —the Jormer Jor the^hana house, the 
lat er Jor the "Jrican house where, on the ground 
Jlocr, x h ve always hung a red cotton piece oj material 
about 8 Jeet square behind the desk to give 
a splash 'oj color to the piece. -1 still 

marvel that Nat lie could have rounded up 

the whole usiness, purchased the red cloth, 1 unde red the 
curtains a?id converted them into 

a table cloth, and made new curtains out oj the t ableclothe 
I had had in reserve. They look grand but l am 
leaving them in their box until 1 h.ve had an 
opportunity to clean both houses'so the houses themselves 


Fair and in the upper 90’s 


It was so grand having a second 
go at yesterday's letter Jrcm Lyme. 

It goes without saying x re jp e with you 
at o'' r J n vortie patient's improvement. .May 
tlif good work go ste.dily JcrwardAnd the a djustment 
to the new status continue to m^rd leisure and 
Pleasure all. round. 


It was so pleasant to hear ~ bout theatrical 
ojjeringi currently on the boards and I 
can ima'inc how much joy has been provided by the 
tickets "discovered" Jor little and bij <. 

Jriends ‘in the days ahead. How brightly glistens a certain 
halo above a certain head. 


Youask about Bill Larson. He came through his 
University oj Texas course with, flying colors and 
came to town with a view to lingering Jor a little 
vacation with his mother ind t stepjather, the Marbry Joneses but 
when June J'lew down to attend her brother's wedding in 
Houston, ill learned he had to be back 
in Manhattan on Labor Day Sunday, —I assume it 
w n s a jo 1 ' that called him hack. I shall 
cdLl his'mama one of these days and Jind out in what 
Tiny he is currently a ppecring. 

.... c 

I o n't recall ij I ever mentioned Pill 
when a small boy in the role oj Ou'pid. His mother had 
known Mr. Jones bejore she married Mr. Larson and 
both Jones -,nd Larson were excellent Jriends. Then 
r. Larson died, Mrs. Larson and the two boys were 
making their home in Houston or some such place and 
one d-y Bill, then quite young, --I must inquire 
his age, heard his mother say something about 
all boy3 deserve a Jdther. Thereupon without his 
mother knowing it, Bill ok pen in hand and wrote 
to Marltry JoneSj^vgtrbnig out xth^t he, who was 
then in Baumont "T ought to rinhtaway 

mjimrHmuimiti mMmtm eived 

and at or on his arrival , there 
was a litle conjusisn when he told Gertrude Larson 
7. had in resent. U the letter /er lire, larsen knew 


they plec.se. &y doing this, the Peres-Jack Jorces hope 
that Louisiana's electors oj thi unpledged persuasion may 
vote against the J emocratic nominee and ij 
other States will do the same thing in the South, 
they may be r.b'le t9 dejeat Kennedy 

Just ajter vames lejt, my 'phone rang. 

It was Kay. At the opening sentence, I could 
tell^eadily enough she was in a desperate mood. 

My guess is that she ns agt 1SS6 and probably 

was looking Jor James to pick her up and. take 

her back to 406,—Hyde Park. But I soon enginerred 

the conversation into a more relaxed tone and we had the 

first ex hange oj talk in weeks. The iris plan to 

mnk* a inunt" to Briarwood shortly, she said, and tie 
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family match-maker. '' ai ays tv as tAe 

3fc#u * »asi?^t^| U Ia?bA d oSJ 8 t/ <n 9 .V jU i g .* e Particulars 

Participating, j f, / identity of some of these 

coming a long 9 'shorten* lknit l% P l per Wil1 he 
find vast satisfactm^in * ff a7?, ' es a?,c/ i w<-2i 

I-was especially interested , 4t toge ther, 

participated. I had ?i<» ^ " le crn if Dick Cregtry 

chanced on a radii intll ^c-rd of him until I 
d ung to the ' or oamm '' t+l eW t ?l wflicl1 fle shown. I 
at the conclusion o otth^n^ ** f, aded at t1nes and 86 
the m a n and, / J 0 3 / L 2,* ! t en i ,^v«t 

I gatAer "r! at? W a±1 ai:Ut /tiw * 

3,oraWs tAat is vtgoraU^VtlVusVenlr^ "*** a 

t/l « -Zast issue of D LiJ e reS rsn t t fie * as . tlin 2 t on gathering m 
the whole thing devellied\l int * r ‘ sti "9 

p&r the 1,tt “ 

zi:v, v ri .^t h ATfct •• 

thickness^--someth i'io ff s *V prised me by his 
It is a siecinl llnlJi i er twtte ,iund red pages, 
and although a havin't^Vd*" Pr5cl nation issue 
cis yet, I have / feeling ¥ ' ep * ortuui ty to open it 
huhblina over with l, ¥ ls 5>i ?'9 to b « 

Utked at L fe 9l i*\?*i r - es * nd things. hen I 

Life could so easily take' 1 over ^ rc/ ‘ • ** secured to me that 

publish a few more victueml l lt Want ed to 

have never found the Ebony pictures #/ QUr Jriends. I 

°n2ii th 'y >**»* £ “ very " ,30ir!d “ :,d 

V nj *£+L tl “ **<» layr 

citizens whom the m 

I suppose the uninuefj0m n ¥l, + S \ 3ned serve. »» 

concentrated pr imdr i m^on 3 + esus was that h a..: a * » 

organised his stntf tr’fl +, under -pirivileged 

. f a / t {/ n r r the "**—*•* 

<‘q xl,at P c . 


Wednesday, September 11th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 


Fair and around 100 . 

Wednesday is usually a busy day and so it was today. 

I laughed to myself this afternoon around 4:30 when James 
appeared in theyhana garden where Andy and I were up to our hies 
in trying to accomplish something or ether before close -.of day, when 
James remarked he had cut off coming earlier, knowing that 
Wednesday afternoon is house cleaning time. It certainly 
is but the close sf the afternoon is usually as busy as 
the beginning. An.d so I relinquished my control of the reins with 
as much grace as possible and saun ered o er to Yucca with my 
guest who remained for supper. There wasn't n ny news in 
particular although we did oo-ver the current do ngs in 
the raciaX revolution pretty thoroughly and James was deligh ed 
when I toll him little Miss Lee had thought of us 
and was sending particulars about DickCregsry and all at the 
Washington march. I also passed along the revelation . 
m-dc by little ’fiss Lee about the book of some 
time h a ck which seemed to outline particulars n bout the 
march which came into being late in August of this year 
n.nd James was delighted n bout the wole business. 

6 

There were several letters in the dry's post including 
an ir 7i: il from Lyme but secretaries aP P eared- and disap peared while 
my guest lingered on and so today's post tonight rests unopened 
in the armsir and 1 shall get to same on the morrow. 

I learned at supper that Irvy Knott resigned from ValleyElectric 

tedry. After t having decided to run for political office, _ 

Clerk ef^ourt, and then after having decided not to run, he again 

exercised a woman's right and ch need his mind a third time and 

decided to run. It seems that this pxi kind e a job required 

a prospective a spriant te public office to 

resign and as the final ballots, following the primaries, 

will not be held until December or January, 1 rvy will 

h ve at least three months of vote canvasing. flobo'y seems 

to knew if he will win the lection hut if he loses, I -ssume*he 

will return to ValleyElectric .uext. January. 

I believe there are three c ndidates for the Clerk of 
Court job, --Carl Jenny, jr,, a cousin 

of the loc 1 Henrys who runs the Colonial Flower Shop. He 
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is pleasant but without much personality and he told J. H, 

he thought he would run /or the job to get out 

gf having to bother with flowers. So far as I know, 

he possesses no quad ifications for the jo'-. A second 

candidate is somebody hawed Orippin or some such name who is 

currently deputy Clerk of Court and is said to know 

all a bout the records and is idefl for such a job. as 

for Irby, he is pleasant, knows everybody and hasn't 

a ny particular qualifications so far as acquaintance with the legal 

records goes • suppose this is one of those 

jo^s in which the o fice holder gets the title and the 

highest salary and the deputy do s J2 the work, as -in 

the case of Celeste's nephew, John Regard, head of the State Department 

of Archives, appointed' by Jimmy D n a,is, who h r s os deputy the former 

head of the Department, Andresstn , — Lyle's old friend, 

and a waH when I admire. I m^y hnve mentioned before that 

in sneaking of his wife's nephew and his qua ification for the 

Archives position, J. J. opined that he thought Jonhn 

could read, 

I continue to marvel that the vegetable garden 
still produces stuff even though most of the 
plants hafe shri piled up and died under the prolonged 
heat, i sent a basket of okra by James to May and’*oodrow 
Metoyer, their servents, and there was a basket for 
across the fence, — okra, eggplant, peppars and so on and 
aether for the big house and a couple for plantation 
neighbors. In,the pastures, the cracks developing 

in the good earth are wide and sometimes sun great distances and, of course 
where these cracks open along side or through the root systems 
of the.yoyng trees, the roots dry and the trees die. 

Cue deesh.t see sc many of these cracks for several. hundred feet back 
from Cane^i er but I conclude that there must be many such 
phenomena beneath the surface of the ground 

since in many places rhere a let a hose run for hours, sometimes 
all night, ene finds no water on the surf.ee of 

the round at ofll, the water gsing from the end of the hose right down into 

the round without the water spreading on the surface at 

all. Such crevasses, of ctu-se, may run for measureless lengths and 

so never fillup with liquid. 


C » ■ t 1 


Thursday, September ISth, 19 63. 


Memorandum j 

Hot. 

This morning, on receipt of the mail, I 
was able te join the air mail, received yesterday but unopened, with 
the air mail .arriving \oday and thus I .was ~ble to run through >-oth 
in censecitive order, advised of■ the Sad events from 

across the s a and set my hand tt the address and the addressed and stampec 
envelope to our friend, all at the same time. 

That news concerning the cessing of two 
people, known for ^so long r should have come to hand --Mmos.t 
at the same time, is ~ stunning cincidence, and 
it t oes without saying I can readily imagine how taken abnek 
you are bound to have felt when the fi-i^sip report, indicating, a 
tie with childhood, had thus been broken. In 
the case of the second notice, you are 
bound to have been equally astonished and, 

s ' c-urse, the fact thatit struck at the heart of a friend <. 
of such long end intim te association, made it dou ly shocking, 

In the latter c^se,, and perheos because, so many years have 
gone between the present and the last time I -. 

saw the husband and wife, it seems doubly unhinging to me because 
I had always thought of the wife as being the 
more delicate , physically, and therefore the one of whom 
we would have the most werry as to health and longevity.. 

There was something boyish about the husband with a radiance of 

youth 'that precluded all, thought of anything 

but life and somehow death never seemed to enter into 

the general scheme sf one's pencept regarding such 

a person. It is true, of c curse, that everybne is reminded from 

time to time that cftgn it is the strong 

who suaecml first while the 

weaker, physically, survive but the fact that 

this is sc does net eliminate the element of surprise that 

inevitably sweeps over us when the phenomenon 

occurs, 

Jrom time to time in the future, we shall have occasion 
to r^tun to this factor that seemed so preminent 

in this particular husband and wife combination, the divine in re$ient3 

that fused into attraction, love and marriage in 

days gone bye and the subsequent deve'lope cents that -j 

came eflong with the passing of the years, -‘■t is a times such as 

these that one instinctively feels hew little one is 

e-'Uivaed to grasp the Master's plans .. 
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As I turned the cage, my 'phone rang, —Thelma, She 
bussed along a mile a minute for 90 minutes, 

skimming across Germany and * ranee and all the nice new buildings 

in the former country and all the sandblasting in the latter. She 

spoke of the number of tourists everywhere, especially German 

andAmerican and then she told me something difficult to 

imagine, —scads of pilgrims at MontSt, Michel, all 

of whom seemed to ke French, I can't cone eve what 

the world may be coming to if the French ever start traveling, 

They, —Thelm and John, —were especially anxious 

to get some pictures of $t, Slasqire, s- many of the 17th century 

colonists came from or sailed from that pot. 

All they found were three houses from pre-Torld War 2, and, as 1 udnerstood 

it, these were in ruins, The oort was a fJasi submarine base and 

wap blasted off the map, J ‘he new city has wide, parallel 

streets, with much decors, fount ins and so on.. They found 

oldSt, V. lo intact, however, even with its ancient wall around the 

earlier section of the thown,. 

I thought of the Greek theatre program you had s written was scheduled 
for the lXth but was unable to make a connection, what with too many 
people around and 7 bout, three friends from town, however, were 
kind enough to 'phone me from town today, however, saying 
that the hour long program had come through beautifully ever 
an Alexandria out-let. Oddly enough, none of these calling had 
been in contact with me for some weeks so that it was nod trheugh me 
they learned of the possible appearance but, by chance, simply 
found themselve with A and L, Lunt before they knew it, flow that 
I have the TV station, I feel auite su e I shall be able to 
rig up something for the 22nd so that pe rhaps both little Miss Lee and Lesti 
will be viewing the glories of Greece at the same time on that 
date, I feel reasonably sure flatalie was hie to g et 
the orogram of the 11th and, naturally, thanks to your 
kindness in advising her bout i , succeeded in having 
a pleasurr „ b'le hour and undou tedly willbe looking 

forward to the 22nd with as much pleasure as two of her friends will be 
anticipating, 

^ There are so many things, some gray, some gay, I want to write more qboi in 
but I im hound to break off here, knock off a few letters 
and so call it a day,,,,,, , 
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Sunday, September 15th, 2963, 


Memorandum: 

« 

Partly cloudy and pleasant in the upper 80's, 

Town had rain Saturday morning but we haven't had any yet, 

Cne or another sons of the soil tell me there's to be a new moon 
shortly and perhaps th t will bring us some moisture, Perhaps, 

This pibbon is-like to break off at any time so 
don't be astonished if suddenly a blank developes, I 
shall pr9b n kly make the envelope for this memo at the store 
tomorrow morning. 

The ribbon jumped the track this mornin and I 
was still contending with it this fternoon, trying to get it 
"laced up" when peoole came, —Gordon and B, -Randolph from 
off Colfax way, their son, currently making plans toreturn 
to Princeton after.\ spending the summer in Europe, Eee's brother 
who is Luther Harrison of Shreveport auc? their sister, 

Fi st off, Gordon offered to fix- th ribbon bu when 
completed, the ribbon after they had left, immediately jumped 
the t r ck again and so I took up that chore forthwith, 

Ttie Randolphs brought me a pint of Brandy and a loaf of home 
made bread which I thought very kind, they wanted some tiles 
which they found to their liking, The Princeton part of the 
family wanted &n original Hunter for his room at college and 
I sh a ll procure, one for him, I look for Bee and Gordon 
to cultivate,me in the weeks ahead for they are holding the thought 
theRand-Register camp may become 

available and they think I might know about plans concerning same 
as early as any one, 

Janes dropped in at 4:30 Saturday a fternoon, 

I menti ned supper but opined it wasn't going to 

be much. He decided to call on theartist instead of remaining, 

I learned just after he left that J, H, had given the cook 
the a fternoon off and so it ended up that J, H, and I 
supped on a corn beef sandwich, The Yucca ice hex 
so oftenstands me in good stead, not to mention the fruit 
james had brought me. He took the copy of The HewYork 

Times with him and is going to check the articles we shall enjoy reading 
together on his return, .. 
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Monday, September 116th, 19 63 


'Mem o rand um 


I talked with I. S. iHll-rd 

was a long session for she c _ 

but responded when I called h a ck 
break down < - * ‘ 

She was talking a lout her 
State jo s and residents 


on Satu day night. It 
soon went to pieces nd broke off abruptly 
-- Shewas sobbing a nd started to 
a^second time but I got her back on the track eventually. 

appearing with the five ethers holding 
„ —s Parish w u — ~ “ 

m the list of hundreds if not thousands, 

'cover mgpiople not on the regular payrole, such as Debora 
Abramson, Essae Mae s sectretary and so on. I, S.V. 
felt the names o the six from this Parish appearing in The 
enterprise, rfiight be interpreted as the names of deadheads and 
st« works so hard. She had written a letter to Mrs.Walker 
(Sentencing her and wanted toread it to me. I listened. She 

nV/ lit >lC h d V \ 9Ught , Margaret Dixon in E a tonRouge Monday 
and asks her for advise about mailing it as Mesdames 
Dixon and Walker are friends. L.told her I thought that 
jusu the happiest way to do, knowing full well the Bison 

KiT!? 0 l ir Wll i q 'i iU different from I. S.W. Afxer the tears 
ta - slackened, . . S. W. told me she was thinking of going 

her tVdl so IV'lV 9 Heeding a re3t as she feels she does. I urged 

if to , se b y a11 neaps, conscious of the fact, that 

thYnirTnn Sle W ° uld nat be at Ghana during Pilgrimage but 

ar J?, 'l 37 '* lm P :>r ' b ant to her than an appearance here. 

t 1° look up some Sempayrac ancestors in France, go to 

.alshartg to visit a friend whose parents have a castle a round there 

t'h e f ni a l+Vn-+ PP +’ aC l e - d 2 chan Qe to joy when I recommended she t ake 
the opportunity U skip down to Greece I mus r speak to K a y 

a . r+r i® 771 * this with a viewto making I. 3. w. happierwith 
extra travel a id which ought to please both ladies. ' 

- u c * leste and 1 dined together without J. H. at noon today. 

1 g9 ‘ l , e to Mollr9e with J. H.Williams. Celeste 

Tel d unlZ, t9Vm durin 9 dhe morning, saying she was dri 

wanted U chat'wftl^ ^^ {* r tlie > 9 P« nin 0 •/ «« college term. She 
■’...zed to chat wit M a. H. who wasn t here, of course. She a sked 

didn't know. iS hCre ° n lVed;iesda y »rThursday but, of course, Celeste 


Cloudy and pleasantly cool all morning, sprinkley and 
cool this fternoon and tonight. 

» » 

It was a no a ccount day so far as accemalishing 
anything was concerned, the morning being jumbled with 
trashy repair jobs in the carpentry section and 
from 13: 30 noon until^ first dark tonight, my time was 
taken up with people. . James came first before I could 
catch the news. We enjoyed an opportunity to run through 
little MissLee's copy a/* The flew fork imes and felt 
the better informed for doing the same. 

o • • 

In the midst of things, H a mpt»nCarve.r ’pheneid to a sk if 
he could see me during the a ftern*til. He said he was leaving 
for Harvard on Wednesday. T suggested 3 o'clock 
nnd he came, bearing -a beautiful big home baked chocolate cake, 
as fashioned by his Grandmother. This was a thank you gesture 
for having received his guests a few Sundays back. After 
he had been here * few minutes, he surprised me a little by saying: 

o 

"I must be up and aw^y as Granny is waiting in thecar." 

, i- 

I knew Granny hadn t been here in 14 or 80 
years and a sked if he thought she would enjoy a little 
go-round iji defiance of the little sprinkle. He- said he knew 
she would but hesitated taking up my time. We marched 
to the fr nt gate, gathered up the lady and did indeed make a 
tour. I was at once annoyed and rmused when we reached 
Yucca ’ nd 1. had suggested a nip of some kind was in order. 

Granny blandly announced her grandson would have coke. I said 
that would be fine and how about herself, suggesting a dab of port. 
There was onjLy. one kind of wine she dr nk in the nfte mvcn, she cxplo 
sherry. I h a d some in the house but where it was, I couldn't 
detcrimne. Fini%yGr a nny compromised for a sm-11 glass of 
imported Burgundy. I think Hampton got his coke and I my port 
but 1 m not too sure for in the mean time Celeste arrived with a 
Cloutierville vriest, one M a son, and the latter's sister from 
lfi a mi t Fleriday, of H places. I must say ■the 

whole afternoon for the me, —all the way from Burgundy to supper, 
was tiresome. . f 


eventually. 

J 

ose names were included 
printed in the Times Picayune 


And so the ribbon has held 
must tempt Fate by trying to do 
before ribbon and time run out. 


and I 
some mail 


'.There was a scuffle in the neighborhood which was 
normal but at the same time odd for a boistrous 

night of the weekend. Across the river and up toward 
’ r adame Aubin-Rocque 's old home there's 
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a honkey-tsnk, eperted by VoodAntee, nephew of Joe andCeline 
Rocque, It is known as TheFriendly Place and 
pretty much reserves its facilities for mu'lattse s, — 
friendly to mulattoes, 1 take it, 

* 

J, £, Metoyer who for years has been producing the first 
local cotton bale of the season often assists food• J, -• 
is described as a floor walker which must be the friendly way of 
styling what other pi ces might call a bouncer, fell, 
around a bout 1 0:30 Sunday night, some gentleman started firing a 
38 calibre pistol in the place. The 84 year old father of 
J, E, Bn'ltha 2 ar, fell dead on the fleo>r of The friendly Place, 

A second shot was fired and J, B, B a lthasar, "the floor walker" 
woulhdcd in the neck, fell down on the floor right beside his 
dead papa» A third shot and J, B, Balthazar's 84 year old 
son, Andrew, a bullet in his lung or some place, fell beside his 
papa and grandpa• A fourth gentleman was then shot and the a 
fifth, Itu can see readily enough the honkey-tonk was 
certainly living up to its name, The 
Friendly Place, 

* 

None of the details are very clear to me. I assume the 
84 year oldster was carted off to a morgue. His son and grandson 
were whisked off to the hospital as were the ether two gentlemen, 

Two of the patients, I know not which were released from the hospital 
sometime today, I don't even know the name of the assailant ’•ut 
underst nd it was a neighbor whose f mily and that of the 
J. I, Balthazars, had not been on friendly. 

The outrageous church bombing with the death of 

the four little girls was bad enough yesterday butthat 

was n racial scuffle and not to be comoared witfv an old Cane^iver 

mulatto go at things at The Friendly, place, 

In yesterday's memo, if memory serves, 1 had something 
to say about the nervous state of I. S,W, 

James mentioned he had keen trying to ward off- a prolonged 

attack on Fay's ear luring the past couale *f nights and 

I'm glad I got the sob section ?nd so perhaps contributed therebye 

to saving Kay from n sleepless night which, it is said, she often expe 

i 

l f one 1, s.ff. problems are gone into . too thoroughly, 

I think I got the iVilla-rd pnse set in preoer perspective and trust 
the d ing of same may help all around, One reason 
for the "illard emotionalism at the moment stems 

from the fact she wanted to keep her grandchildren in town with her 
for a few days before letting them go on to C lifornia to m-ke their / 
As the parents thought the children should iravel with them, the crane 
was filled with regret nd oerhap s the sudden European jaunt 
is a slap at Californiain conse uence of the disappointment, 

Things turn so oddly on o casion,,,,,,,, 


' r. . ■ ; i <!•. ... ,'c 
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"ednes ay, 18th, 1965. 

* 

0 


Memorandum: 

m? inches of rain during the night. Cloudy today 
and in the pleasant 70's. 











r ■ 





1 continue attempting a memo even though the 
ribbon may not be tracking very clearly if at all. 

Yesterday someArknnsas men were here, J'iddling wtth the idea 
of investing in real estate. Cne day earlier in the 
week, jiis Wortham of Houston, who tias keen here many a time 
with his associate, Sterlin Svenas of Little Eva, was looking 
ever the o'lace again. I was aware that Gus Wortham 
is supposed te have lots 0 / money but~ I was frankly 
focrcd when 1 learned t r dcy that his holdings are currently 
staid ts stj nd at six hundred and 
seventy five million dollars* 

I don't know how much six hundred and seventy five million 
• dollars is but such a figure must tend 
to put Guss »ortham right up in the Joseph 
.Kennedy bracket. 

1 had a couple if helpers to assist me in chores this afternoon and wi 
things were getting at quite a Pitch, James dropped in 
for an hour s v sit. r.hile he was 
here, Sister arrived from BatmRtugc » Kay called 
me at six this evening to make a date for her and 
her auntie te honor me with a visit. I told 
of the uncertainty ef the length of stay of the present 
visitir and she said she was going to call me again in a day 
or two. She' said she and her auntie were both lerving 
t»- -n en the S8t‘ , Kay te Rochester, Aunt " illie te TheEluff, and 
they wanted to get down before then. 


» - 
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Thursday, Septe ter 19th, 2963. 


* V 

Aung Millie called me around 8 tonight? 

She had lots of things to relate, including the details of a 
hook she had been reading and I believe we covered every chapter. 

She said she was calling Farley shortly and a sked if I had any message 
him and I did and eventually our eo nversati on c ame 
to a close after she had related particulars regarding 
Miss^trmon with ivhom 3he had talked just before calling me. She 
said Carrie is rejoicing over the rain and is now going to 
foresake a hise for her typewriter and ss get busy with 
her ho ok, 

* 

Mrs.Walker called me to say she had put a portrait 
in the post for me the d y before. It is a camera study of 
the head of L'est a n, taken by Elemore Morgan. It had 
arrived in the day's pest. The photo is said to b e good hut 
I couldn't make it out very well under the semi-darkne ss induced by 
the clouds, I believe it is about 8 by 10 inches or seme such but has 
a mat • it that makes it larger,--about 3 inches longer and 
two inches wider than this sheet, I am no sure 
if little Miss Lee could manage it if she should like to have it. 
Perhaps the size would make it difficult to "bury" although if removed 
from the mat it probably could be, 1 am not even sure it would 
be manageable even inthe 8 by 10 size, I shall" put it aside and 
shall be guided by advise from Lyme regarding disposition of same,. If 
it seems better to have it remain here for the present, I can so easily 
stick it in a folio for fu re regerence as to how the subject appeared 
in the summer of 2863# 

• . 'IV.- f v 

Pat called this mroning. He said he wanted to tahnk me for 
providing the seeds and gourds for the officials in the Banking 
Department to whom these are be ng sent in his name, Me continues 
to seem surprised that the bankers should have hadthe Times Picayu 
article about local gourds in their files, <■ 

* * 

I shall have a new ribbon on t he morrow, I hope, 
or on the weekend at least and may reading be the easier therebie,,,, 


Memorandum• 

•t - 

Fair and 80-ish, A breeze in the night and into 
mid morning helped dry the cotton and the cotton fields 
ajid hand picking hr. jail around 10 o'clock 
this mern-ing. Mechanical cotton pickers have been 
wheeled -into the a rea '-of the Ctgn a c fields and will 
mj) ve down this way when the Cognac acres have been swept clean. 

Peace settled down over this h end of the river sometime 

this fternoon. It was only at 9 o'clock I 

learned this morning that John Weuk had aPcared sometime after 
dark across the fence where he was given supper. He said 
sometime later, on learning his mother was at the big house that 
he would pass that way and speak to her. I assume he did. 

He departed this morning without having had breakfast and, 

I assume, without having bidden his parent Goodbye, She 
complained at neon dinner that that wasn't the way she 
had raised any son of hers. She didn't exa'lain how 

she had raised any of Her children, I know not if 

any of them are cap a hle cf affection but if so, they 
don't seem to manifest any for diheir mother, 

Mrs. ,1'alker got off to Kansas ( ity today, her 
mother told me. I believe the national Press fomen 
are holding pew-wsw there. 1 called the Enterprise 
thisafte moon and asked a secretary to read me the editorial i 
this week's issue qhout I. S.»illard. It certainly 
is the type of tribute t.at ought to make 1 . S.'J.'s heart 
glow I ho->e the Lord she got holi of herself and did not 
post*the ^letter of denunciation she had read me the other night 
when she went to pieces. 

\ 

Ihe day's post brught a sweet note from Cincinnati Sue, 
referring to the appearance of he r* name in a recent column. 

She did not include her address £?i the letter or on the 
envelope., I gather from her reference to Handy Jack 
that these two may have serious aspirations about wedded bliss, 
once his two year stretch at miTitary life in Germany 
has been completed. 
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Friday, September 80th, 2963 


Merrier andim 


Ideal weather, sun by day, new mton by evening 
and the thermometer running between the mid 8Q's 
by day and the mid 60 f s by night. 

In the typewriter r.ilkan department I find myself 
momentarily up a tree • I got a new ribbon today and 
tossed it cn the bed wh.ere 1 also placed some paper. 

This evening about 6, I learned Fat was at ti.es tore, 

.Is is expert in changing ribbens and- 2\ headed cut in 
hi s l^recticn and then "turned back when I told myself, 

I car. t think why, I had better be sure I had the ribbon. 

The papers were cn the J»ed but the ribbon wasn't, Uaturally 
I started turning the house upside down and, lol 
\ I eventually found it but Pat, by then, had departed, Jell, 
we shnll s$e what we may attempt sy the morrow, 

James drooped in this afternoon. He said Kay 
had been speaking „bout running down to Alexandria to 
buy some clethes before her departure for lochester, 1'innesota, 
a week from tomorrow. At the same time, she had talked f 
about driving to Rochester but James had told her she wasn t up 
to such a long motor trip' but she seemed to feel he was saying 
that bee i use he didn't want to ’rive her. Jell, anyway, they 
decided on a certain day to go 

to Alexandria and go they did, arriving „bout 22*30 and 
discovering it was a Jewish hslidn and JL 1 >the shoos and 
department stores ware clesedani so they came home, ay was 
so exhausted she fell into the bed and slept solidly for 
several hours and on awakening said she realized no. that 
James had been rightabout not metering to Tape's, 

Mae Meteyer, their server.t, will fly up with her 
James will drive them to Shreveport Friday afternoon 

and they will st n y in a matel if . their favorite 

motel will arrange to have a cot put in Ka 's room, 

James wrote fora reservation on oenditieji Mae, whiter 


So turnctha variety ef picyvne matters and 
se I must turn te a few cheres ere felding a±P„ ny beard 
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It is interesting that if the nurse shnuld go, the Union 
tt which she belongs would require her to receive payment on 
the basis of £4 hour a day service that would run up a 
, week's siiary to someth ingar~und four or five hundred dollars. 

Switching to another aspect of life, this time on ye olde 
plantation, it is rumored, in fact stated, that yesterday 
when the Shreveport guest got ead to ].eave, the merchent- 
plcxnter told her to return on Monday for a week's rest. 

One can but gasp at. the strange. mental operations of 
people who are so smart in some respects, 

& 

In the wake of last night's scuffle at the 
Friendly Place, two ar three of the mulatto 
gentlemen taking an active cart in the doings are 
now cooling off in the local or town jail. 

Among these are Paul Met oyer,. always in some kind 

of a scrape, —the r ape of Celeste's 

servent being but one of dozens of unsocial 

oerfsrmances. Paul's absence from 

the' river creates a lonely heart in the cabin 

of the artist's daugh er, Jackie for d ackie 

and Paul haqe beenfinding fellowship in each other's 

c«m,r,ny of late, —sometimes very late , A 

case in point was a search made for Paul by his papa 

a couole of weeks back. Everybody seemed to knew that 

Paul was spending his nights at Jackie's but it wasn't 

until 4 o'clock on a Sunday ■; fternoon somebody 

went to Jackie's for him and found him there still in 

bed asleep. What the artist makes 

of such doings, I wouldn't knew but I do 

know she d,oesn t like Paul but perhaps the 

Mctiyer name helps Paul even as it cuts a lot of ice 

with the artist herself in the case of Pa, --Jose ah 

Mctiyer, Hr.w thin is the coating of 

,civilizationin this world in which we 

find ourselves, 

, I called I, S, 'Willard this evening 
and to my surprise found her at home, I 
asked her first thing if she had 

mailed her letter of denunciation to M rs , ii a lker 
and she sai,d .she, .had liot, 1 asked her not to mail 
it and I would explain why later. In the 
mean time, next Ihurs ay'8 Enterprise will carry 
the editorial of praise of 

I, S. iv • and that ought to make everything could out 

happily[ and Mrs .dalker will never know 

I, S.,'W1 wrote a. letter and 

1.3. W. will never know qbeu the 

editorial. before its date of appearance. 

I, S. W, said she had gone to see Margaret Lixon 
when in baton^ouge this week but discovered 
Margaret had gene to Mexico. So people 

get qbsut and so I ust get busy with some desk wt rk . 


Sunday, September 22nd, 19 63, 


Memorandum*. 


Lovely Indian Summer weather. 

The weekend wae comparatively quiet ut 
, a bit on the hurly-burly aide, 

Juanita B • called Saturdayafterneon about 
3:45. She said a m a n Pat had met intheAmy 
H years ago had just called and wanted to see 
Melroae, They came, Juanita £., Pat, tkifir children 

• * • 9 en * wi ** wi S e an<i 0 couple of friends. 

While I was startingff with the §oup, 

Pat attacked this machine with a new ribbon and I was 
glad of thajt. . , . 

\'Hi\ ta bib or- i i .• \j> 

the conclusion of the tour which I hurried a 
little, I discovered J. H . had told the cook she 
might have the afternoon off. I a te something, 

I forget what, and awoke early this morning with intenst 
cramps amid ships. I ate no breakfast but had 

to eat mo e dinner than I wanted across the fence where one avoids 
mentions any eference t» health sinoe it invariably 
starts a oall for the docotor or some such, 

B i • Sv 1 il . > . t 

. Celeste had invited four of her girl friends 
/•r an afternoon of oards and left them at 2:15 so that she 
and 1 might drive to Cloutierville to take'■our third polio shot 
which we did. ohe had invited me to join her and her guests 
* deol ined, saying I as folding up early 
A* 4 • cloak, Bobby Deblieux $ a cousin gf I. S.Willard, 
phoned from town, saying he and his wife had a'couple 
visiting them fromCharleston, S.C., and £ asked me 
how 1 felt, "Awful" was my response *ut it seems the people 
wanted to come anyway. The point seems to be to call anybody, 
ask how they feel and then prooeed regardless of the response. 

. 9b* here around 5:15 and while I was greeting 

them ok the front gallery of Tucc a , the 'phone rang. 

It was Cei ea te saying I. S.*illard and Aunt m illie 
had just arrived to see me. I- said I would be 
oyer, leaving it to the Bobby Beblieuxs to go ahead 
with the trou for their Charleston friends while I 

■ '). * \ . •; ; • ' S-W\ ’t : - - ■ - ' ; - ■ *> 

o bun ‘is: oi:I stow 
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ibiil jiJ-SU*!. 


^^S -A-A , 

t« At * . I' Q 


„ . i > ... - e . ■ ■ '• ’• * ' ** 

greeted their ceusiJK and her SeuthCarelina cempanien. 

Celeste, in the mean time, was busy dispensing 
supper and hospitality fer her guests • . 

and the cenfusien was impressing, Aunt Willie had much 
te tell, — that I, p..Willard wepld he flying effte Eurepe 
$n Ooteher 3rd, that she was happy te he »ut with I, S,W, and 
* net h a ve Kay tagging along as Kay fsr the past fifteen years 
had never let' her ge any place witheut her, etc,, etc, 1 finally 
get rid ef the 1,S, W, centingent and, returning te 
my side ef the fence, did net find 
the set ef peeple I had left which made * 
me very happy as 1 was enohanted at the <■' 
prespect ef being al«p«* 

1 ... * 

j trs, Chepin wanted te bring.Clara Genung dewn 
this a fterneen tut 1 am glad tesay I.$ide~ 
tracked that visitatien, i * - - 

. Z- ■■ ■ ^ •* 23 • ■ 

Ah tut 9 tenight, I , S,W, oailed te say 
she had had suck a busy afterneen witkAnnt Willie, 

The latter had waited te get pictures ef o oetten picking 
machine, a centraptien she had never seen. And they get that, 
and they s topped at Beaufert and at Oakland bnd Heaven knews where 
a 11 b efere ceming here, .It's a seoret that J, S,W, 
is geing teE'urepe en %eave fer a menth but why it sheuld 
1 be,'I idn't ask, She wanted te-read me anether 

letter she had written .the Enterprise but I disceuraged the sending 

n re rm iitM + k 9 * IAAUA kflA aBBCCLred CL lid 9*6 CCM 


l\ U Q 


J. uuxnou u/ * *19 r a - - .T" w 

We were comparing netes as te when the Qre€<ftan 
' pregram weuld appear, Wp opnoluded it weuld be either 
4 er 5 this fterneen. She oemplained abeut the failure 
ef Leuisiana statiens te adveterise geed pregn s. Hew she 
fared, I knew n»t* Frem the „beve, yeu may 
readily imagine I didn't get te first base, I held 
the theueht veu were luckier ana witnessed a 


Uenday, September 23rd, 19 63. 

OS: 1 S' sMi-iin ha*;*' 1 t 0o:II - o a- *: x t v ?, 

9i-A8 «* l.aS" • eta*«a<vt . r- \e alqwto .• ♦ aAV- 

.58 . !;-t Si 6) S.IS .'Jv . * C i $F1.'h '• ft. ■ 

1/e me rand ua; 

an *T5t' s -i'v i«*;v ' ;iwitaua iii* * ami’ . , * 

Perfect weather• ’ . 

«•««** »&\ *. ' \« -TaaA bo^ a«;ip bKU*\ *• t v. »A sa\\«o 

Semetime during the. night, I remember hearing 
seme news repert stating autumn weuld arrive at 12 semething 
tut I didn t grasp if he was t a lking a beat midnight er neen a nd 
altheugh I listened during the day te a eeuple reperts frem 
the Weather Bureau, nebedy bethered mentiening the change ef 
seasens and as I felt ne felt when the summer withdrew and 
autumn stepped in, I guess I'll just have teaooept 
the' envent gs having transpired en this 23rd day efSeptember 
altheugh, had mnyeneasked me abeut it, I sheuld have guessed 
it was schedvlQp te rell ’reund en the 21st, geing te * 
shew hew wreng I ceuld be, 

v. c r i ■. . i - : baft, i ?2- o Sa .» v. **’*•* •*»'•• ^ *vj ' *' i: ':*•? .. a ' 

, A eeuple ef ladies appeared *n my gallery at 11 j30 

this meriting, 

- r, ' ^ . 

"We hepe the artist 'phened yeu ever the weekend te 
let yeu knew we were ceming ted a y. We called her Friday te 
see abeut seme pictures and she said she weuld 'phene yeu fer us," 

: *::• . .. . v. 

Of ceurse I haven't heard a peep eut ef the artist. The 
ladies wereUrs, Whitfield J a ok and Mrs, Jaek Fullileve, 

Franoes Rand Jaok said eke hadn t heard frem her mether sinoe she had 
left Alexan ria en September 6th,,, I handed her thetrard the meriting 
pest had breught and shall enclese same herewith, 

Ihe hdtes remained ever an heur. Madam fullileve finding 
seme pretty geurds a nd things she wanted fer her shep, 

I speke with Franoes abeut her three beys and said she w as 
beund te be grateful J* jGed fer h a ving preiMded her with suoh 
a fine orew. She said she certain was grateful but felt 
( a little nenmplused when she had te admit te peeple 

that she is indeed the mether ef Randy whe is hi Beta tapa, I 
take it Randy^Md Sue must bemighty geed friends, what with 
Sue running te Camp Smith, Akkansas fremdnoinnati te 

Say Hewdy te her bey friend. He gees te Germany next 
menth and I reaken she will be flying everthere te say Hewdy new 
and then, , ,>iis . 

t * - 

It wasnearly 1 « cleak when the ladies departed and 


the theught yeu were luck 
wenderful presentatien,,. 












Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in Che Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12633 


t J. i auitb • cY bii a* < t aa 

Tuesday, September 84th, 19 63. 

- . i< u: : 

Memorandum L 

_ . . . - , , . . 

Bedutiful weather, 8O'e by d a y, 60's by 

night with eleudleee skies fer bright sunshine from 
6 te 6 and a waxing msen te take ever when day is dene, 

1 had a letter fremRebina yesterday giving me 
a oeuple efaddressei and speaking ef nething in 
particular, This mornings radie news eut ef 
Shrevepert anneuncedi ... 

Denhelme, 73, •/ 885 Wilkinsen Street, 
died* o ^ 

Ella$ ef course, is Rebina s sister • 

I get a nets off toRibina and then asked Shrevepert 
Times readers fer the ebituary but nebedy had 
seen it. Perhaps it will appear en the morrow, 

«i4 

l called Uatalie s heuse this afterneen and get 
her sen. In respense te my questien, he said he and 
his folks get the TV pregram en Greece sn Sunday 
afterneen at 5 e deck, —the heur the card game 
was in progress aeress the fence and theBebb Deblieux 
greup was at Tuc'da and Aunt»illie and I, S,W. were 
blewing in and I was passing eut, I am se 
glad flat a lie get it, , 

98 Ji 8t*C i:-i' 

Sheriff Earl 1/err is is sa id te be dying at 
the Natchitoches hospital, He asked fer Urs, Walker 
today, This is interesting because it seems te 


has been since yesterday • At the 9 o'clock 

ceffse heur, J found mine hestess had kept twe ef her Sunday a fterneen 
card guests ever night, mm Jva&it a A,, and Haael ’ * 

Courage, recently widewed, I seldom see either ef. them and was 

happy te chat with them a shert 14 minutes bsfere getting 

•n with varisus cherss, I think Baasl would have welosmed 

a n invitatisn te strell in the Geurd Garden but I had 

stuff te attend te arid I'm glad I didn't invite her since 

I sheuld have net have finished ftuat stuff awaiting me befers the 

Shrevepert ladies had arrived altheugh, ef ceurss, I didn't knew 

they were in the effing. And speaking ef ths i/L a rrival at 

12:30, I must say. I wendsr hew it it that peepB hit upen 

such an heur fer oalls, I assume they were geing te eat 

8emeplaae and I sheuld have theught they oeuld have dined at that heur 

instead ef 2:30 as they must have had te de when heading nerth again, 

Frances had the graoe te s a y an departing that she heped they had 

s a ved me my dinner and I said I was se distressed I hadn't knewn 

ef their plans te arrive teday er I might have added 

water te the seup, . 

i . t y v.t 9:; 9 * i * ’ a* 1 s bi .;•& • >•» a a*'' 1 si * • a . » 99a 

James came this afterneen. He said Aunt Willie wants 
te cerne d§wn en Wednesday afterneen. Be said he teld 
lay Wednesday is the only afterneen I have anyene te help me with 
heusekleaning and he asked me if T wanted te see the three 
ladies, rnmi/esdames Register, .Stem and Crqbtree , and himself • 

I teld him tg handle the matter as he pleased. 

When talking with 4 ur mutual friend en the 'phene this 
weekend, I get a glimpse ef hew things are getting 
undar way at oellege. She mentioned Thelma had teld her 
their feur theusaM mils'&rip tn three 'husks threugh 
Europe in the Felkswagen had been mighty strenuous which 
is certainly understandable • Fer seme reason unknewn te his wife, 

John has alw a ye been sppesed teh a ving reservatiens made fer 

hotels with the result that the;oeuple spent considerable 

time easting about fer a placets stay durfnj^Sfe* mad whirlwind, 

T 

Mrs,Walker just called te report en her Kansas City 
weekend. She says the meetings were dull enough but 
there were seme wonderful things te see at the Museum, 
eld friends te c entaot and se on. Thus autumn gets under way 
and may it be a 22 Indian Summer in Lyme . 


He is the husband ef Cerq M a ud »«nry, ~ J, H,'s ce 
He is one ef these people u/ho has long disdained 
admonitions t a slew down, I guess he is president 
ef one of the b a nks in town er seme such and. 











* 
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perhaps, is un a ble te do anything but drive himself inte 
the grave, . - . 

. f.O . 1 * T&z l 

Kay called this neen, She said Aunt *illie had ever - 
dene en Sunday and yesterday when she insisted en geing shepping 
fer clethes Kay didn't want. Her leg has swells , &ay said, 
and therefore they all weuld net ceme dewn te see me Wednesday 
afterneen, They had planned te ge te Briarweed this 
afterneen but that trip, tee, had been shelved. She 
said AuntWillie weuld oall me ene ef these nights, Kay 
leaves fer H a ye's enFriday afterneen. Aunt Willie fer 
Ch^ilesten enTuesday, I believe ghe said, 

J called I, S,Willard and suggested she 
write theAmerioan Embassy inAthens ef her impending brief step 
in Greecg, suggesting that whatever assiStanceis granted te 
visitingpublio figures in the Art andEducatienal 
f eld be accerded her. She wrete ferthwith, thinking 
the idea geed as.a saver ef time and a cutter ef red tape 
during her p a use there, &he sails en the Franos #n Ooteber 3rd, 
Traveling beth ways by beat isn't geing te leave her much 
time eut ef the 30 day leave ef absenos she is taking. 

Regardless ,ef advertised speed ef liner oeessings; it strikes ms 
she will discever at least 80 days eut ef her thirty will be spent 
en shipbeard « ■< 

: a A bi iso 

Hews frem theCunningham men a ge reperts that in pursuance 
ef a Johns Hopkins recommendation that Charles rest 
twe menths eut ef the year fer his ulcers, —Octeber and April, 
he and his wife . are spending t Ooteber in Europe, especially 
England and France and they have empleyed an interpreter fer 
the trip. They have a mple funds fer hiring several 
such helpers but it seems edd fer Americans te feel 
the need ef a ii interpreter in England, 

: 

■‘■he Leuisianne 'phened this merning, saying the ty had 
three Texans whe were ~beut te take off fer the LeneStar 
State but did hepe te visit Uelrese during the merning 
befere starting fer heme, I teld them I ceuld 
net see them befere neen and I theught that was that, 

I was wrong, hewever, in a way, since J, H,"sent a messenger 
te me at 18 i30 saying there were seme peeple he had given 
permission te walk in the gardens and that if I wanted te bether 
with them, there they were, I did bether with them and feund they 
were the three Texans whem the metel had mentiened 
. this merning. We had a pheasant ge-reUud a nd ene 
lady^said she .theughtJ was very nioe and I, by 
way ef a Alphense andGasten aot, allewed as hew I theught she 
was pretty, tee, and I shall hear'mere frem Texas, 

Se runeth the day and se I must turn te seme werk,,,,,, 


VC 


•' f 
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Thur sday , Septembe 84th, 2963* 


Uemerandum : 


The ideal weather oentinues, 


Carmen called this merning and, in 
view ef her unrelenting briokbat threwing at Mrs, 
Walker, said semething that surprised met 


' it o J 


"to i&’ 4 W • 

=>f. Va *, o 1. S - r . - j ' . 

requests fer infermatien regarding the teur 
are coming in frem places as fqr away a« Virginia, I must 
say Mrs,Walker is doing a magnificieut job in handling 


'The 


7 

U -\ K . 1 

5* fc lu 
III Ut 


'iiu 

« 

\I * 


9 1 


+ _, , . .. J “ - ~ w ~ „ w ,,, ,, UWUIHII 

he publicity,,,,,, 

Carmen is complaining ~bout sinus tut seems te 

the arriu * 1 t9d aV »f her nephew,Dick »inslew, 
an i a J hal SfremCalifernia, Disk is the one whe 
used te entertain guests in the air plane run frem Les • 

Angeles te Las Veg a s, H$ is certainly a gifted 

P ,r r8 / n i+ d ^ ll i , ^ Ul 89oi< l 11 V and a little w a cky enseme matters, 
mZmt r.1* the m§ , re conservative, conventional 

waiters ./his family, Dick s father died a while b a ck and 
Dick put his part ef the inheritence inte a swimming peel,, Diok 

m n 9 J/8ar * ld d <™ghter by marriage fie, 1, I don't recall 

hew many children, if a ny, there were by wife He, 8, Wife fie, 3 whe 
driving e er fer a three day visit h a s ene daughter • 
and expects another child in three er four months. Hew 
peeple h a ve the nerve te be-get children with such recklessness, I 
imagine, . b • 

, t - 7 -.... - . s •*. 

*illard called about seme PlantatienWash Day tiles. 

What she proposes te do with them at this late date, * c a nwet 

it* i* i* dext Blte-he^d, tut ftr Hew Orleane and a Jet 

U Manhattan t. „t her Uat J.r grtpe.. I an ,lad the i, „in, 
nave a few days at 34 a fer the speed at which 
s be has been geingareund in circles has certainly 1 1 

°PP« ar giddy, A couple ef weeks en the ocean, ene geing 
a id one coming, plus a couple ef weeks ef harum-scarum 
chasing about en the ether side ef theAtlantio ought 

aV. ® 2 £/ ui in tbs prelude aud pestlude sections, Sme mentiened 
she is taking a couple ef days ef siok leave 
befere sailing on the 3rd er 4th ef Ooteber and 
1 suggested she arrange te take a couple mere days ef 
the same thing when she gets b a ok, . 

James dropped in this afterneen. He said a letter 
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. t lirsii afc t 


: or: ttsta 


. & •. ■ '' j 


U 1 is at i a AY 


' tU t i :**t » 1 bail > 1 *• >*' " 2 

from the^hreveport motel where they expect te spend the night 
enFriday was mest cerdial and indicated ne thought <■' 

sheuld be be given about the presence of the servent, —"non-CauoaSian" 
whe will be with them, Kay and Mae Mgtoyer will take off 

by plane enSaturday merning for Rochester, James said he weald 

ge from Shrevepert by oar to Monroe, La,, but I didn't 

ask why Menree, Perhaps he has seme friends there . 

er perhaps he wants te explere the 40 acre stere neighberheed en Lake 
St, Jehn where he spent seme difficult years ef his yeuth 

- - ' J % .v. * 

' " * but a \ A A i or 


9T C 


t IC'... • . t 

Pelitical talk centinues 


te increase in velune if net 


One ef the tewn banks is 
Bernard fer Sentaer Friedman's job. 


its 

el 


Sti! 
Bit A 


'■have 

«8 C 


inqualitu ef talk 
backing Hugh Berm 

The bank is controlled by Ruth Piersen's sen 

- ...» --— - - * - • - anior< j 

that the 

running him ra.t,her th a n he running"fer himself suggests what's geing en, 
Friendman is a political power inBatenReuge and has probably served the 


SIoSi ■ i 

and seems te want te 
Bernard is a pleasant man but 

bank ie 


Distriot he % represent,s mere effeoiently than a pupet ef the 
bank might er could, •>< > 

n ill Ci ..'; •. • • >■ 


cjv n *sc 


The ueu a l 
cn a didates fer 
hard te 
that a t 

superior race, 


S AT SC 


hoop-la goes •» among the ten aspiring 
theOeverner's place. All work 
explain they are against Kennedy and the theory, probably c 
the' moment, Mr, Kennedy isn t popular among the 
Seme pf these candidates 


see* 


11 . 


tv 


t 

3 8CTS b>.c 

»' sic t sc 
. s • t r . - i 

oorreot, 

$ CA'K 
esua 


C,«*\ 
lit A i - tWi 


wa\, c 
its a* 

sq- c ' 

titu^o 


: s> 

:5 


au: i 

so*' a^ 
a»t abcr 
at; a fcr.o 
oil &r..'o 




1263S 


to devote all their speeches to these a nti-Kennedy tirades 
which makes things easier for them since that enables them 
toaveid talking a beut anything pertaining te their 
pessitien, enoe elected, a . o c • it 

bittefe alt# % iirao* 6*15 it* eAsatu \* aiquto • 

There was seme little story about seme politician * 
that was hilarious and.I wanted te pass it along but I have 
forgotten what it was for the moment, but will pass it 

along when I think of it, ilm sleepy because of bimA outside aotivity today, 
but the ozone in the air will provide b« with a sound night for sleeping 
after a little turn t» the garden where the biib makes everything leek so level, 
tonight,,,,,, . Ao - - t ? st 


ijudr a 


ai 


. Sit 81." ''.t 1 • 


b soot's: 


Thursday, September 86th, 1963, 
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temperature , 

vj aac u:> e.ltss yo'A . asif e. 't*\ y.b&au’i 

Mere was a flurry of. scuff ling a bout 
tonight between 11 and 18 when 7 or 6 bales of o»ttm 1 i- - 

on the ramp at the gin burned. What with no breeze blowing the confkgration 
was readily contained* I got hooked by several prolonged* 
telephone conversations which delayed getting around to 
do some defk work. The sound of the 

plantation bell again delayed me from getting to this keybaord, 

I have always felt that when one eanno be of service in times of 
such disorders, it is better to keep out from under foot whioh 
I did when it was obvious there were ample numbers 
of people around to attend t« whatever.needed doing. 

My neighbors across the fence were asleep and did not hear the 
plantation bell but someone awakened them and at . 

I this writing I know'not how the clerk got down here from town but 

I shall learn n bout such things on the morrow. 

At supper, J, H,, the clerk and 1 were talking jbout' 
fire hazards and it w a s remarked that only one b a le had been 
destroyed by fire thus far. In that case, it was thought 
sgmeehem\oa\ fertilizer may not have been thoroughly 
removed from the trailer whioh was used to h a ul the cotton 
from the fields and that possible when being ginned, a pellet 
fertilizer, stiokii\g to the cotton, may have been sparked by 
the gin machinery, I have no doubt they will figure out what 
caused tonight's blaze by tomorrow, 

t *•- *' 7 sL.aoa-'t 5* 5i 

The lovely Indian Summer currently ^obtaining made • 
me wait to remain out of doors all day and I took the opportunity 

to gather some of the quix\ee crop,So me of the quinces are the size of 

pears and some the size of grapefruit. One does well when 

shaking a limb to stay out of range of the l 

falling fruit for the large globes weigh enough to give one quite a 
tap if it happens to s trike sine on the top of the head, 

&* • *Vy>jt i uMU * ai 5 c- T ao J*vua 1 lU yib; j q \Jts 
I gathered only a fsw bushels and I suppose the baskets «. 

I gathered them in would h a ve balanced the soales at ,&■ ■ 

around fifty pounds, I try giving them away to anyone whe 
feels inclined to make quince jelly and-1 always like to 
keep one q,uinee on my dvmk so I m a y pick it up now and then 
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ts inhale its subtle arsma• 

Am$ng tenight’s 'phene calls was ene frsm Aunt 
Willie which last a little suer u» hsur and a half, She might still be 
gsing, had Mrs . Crabtree, s* Aunt Willie repsrted, had ceme and tsld her it 
was time ts gs ts bed, Fsr what reasen I knew net, the Ssuth 
Carslina ladies plan ts fly,eff in a sky ambulance sn this cmsning 
Tuesday fsr heme, Kay whs leaves by car fsr Shrevepsrt sn t he msrrsw, 
will take ts the airways snSaturd a y msrning. She says she 
will be back frsm. Wiscensin in abeut fsur days which 
may sr nay- net get her b a ck ts tem befsre theC'harlestsn 
plane leaves, During sur pretraoted csnuersatisn, Aunt"illie 
spske sf the Anne Lin^urg bsek, Bel sued, which she it ■>' 
currently having read ts her by Mrs,Crabtree, She likes it, 

She recited quetatiens frsm ether besks including 

ene mf ny favsrites frsm Emily Diekinssn and s 

astenished me by her memsry She csnplained a little that neither 

Kay usr James had nentisned ts her that sne sf her eld tlewOrleans 

friends had died a,few days age, She said “ - 

there was an ebituary in the ines Picayune and they sheuld have 

repsrted it ts her, Whether either Kay er James saw thb paper 

sn that daV er whether either sf thenknew sf auntie's interest is prsblematic* 

, v r it*' i > ■' i ••' Li 

The Stsrm call was fells wed by a Willard sne that lasted 
even lsnger, It seems there were endless things ts be taken up, net 
the least sf whicl } concerned Ghana hsstessesi Fsr seme reassn, perhaps 
because she deesn t like her hsuse left unsceupied ss lsng, I, ^S, W, 
dsesn t want a nysne te knew she is gsing ts Eurspe, A nsnth sr twe b a ck whan 
she 'phsned me sne .day ts say she theught the Ghana hsstesses sught ts 
be made acquainted with the place befsre Pilgrimage, i 

I said Amen and said any time she wanted ts bring them 
wsuld be fine, Ssmehsw she gst the idea I psssibly wasn't gsing 
t» want her ts receive this year and accsrdingly, she says, let the 
whale thing gs, I, sn my side, h a ve always believed 
in letting hsstesses select t heir swn assistants 
and assumed that that was what she was dsing, 

k$,\C 5 Han- sue ,e bi.a * wci 

Charles and Ruth unningham leave Sunday 
fsr Lend, *aria and Rsme, They are uaing an Alexandria 
travel agency a> 4 d when la Beaufsrt ceuldn't find cut frsm 
any p bsdy in tewh as ts th shunning ham's 
plans, she be-teek herXelf te theAlexandria agency fsr 
particulars • Imagine being that nesey absut the trip 
sf pesple with p hem sne is at eute* She gst nsthing- ysnder 
because she was tsld there Ceek-Wagen-Lits <0 handling 
the tsur,What a let sf tenfeelery pesple can expend energy sn fsr ns 
psint. Well, may the Cunninghams find jsy in their ioagsn-lits, 
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Friday, September 27th, 19 63 


At the os,ffee hsur, there was much talk absut 
the osttsn cenfl a gratisn and what was wsrnby mine hsstess while 
standingarsund sbserving the quenohing sf the osttsn bales. But 
shining ‘threugh the qcoeunt was the pleasure \ . Vj s ' *• vf * . v. ' 

sf antioipatisn in so'seting sff ts Hewlberia fsr the 
weekend ts attend the parade and ssci a l g atherings implicit <• 
in the Sugar Cane Festival • One is as busy these days but net tee busy 
ts deny sne's self a parade and frelic, 

I assuneJames drsve Kay and Mae ts Shrevepsrt this 
afterneen where they will —the ladies, «will catch 
their plane fsr Rschester tenerrew msrning. Aunt Willis 
was scheduled ts le a ve fsr Charleston next Tuesday, Her plans were 
changed this evening, heweve'r, as she i 

detailed by a lsng ^phene oall ts me tsnight, 

She said the pilst sf her ambulance plane had called this msrning frsm 

ChaTlesten testy Tuesday weuldn’t be a ge?d 

dcu fsr flying, I assume he was thinking 

sf Hurricane Edit which, by nesn, had been repsrted as 

breaking up ever the West Indies, Be that as it may, 

he said he wsuld fly ever ts Hatchiteches tsday aid whisk the h dies awqj Satur 
naming, three days ahead sf the eriginal plans. 

This evening the pilst called again, this time frsm 

Alexandria, saying he ceuldn't land at Hatchiteches 

which seemed sdd ts me but'l did 't say anything. It is clsudy but 

the clsuds are high and the weather mild ensugh. The psint 

sf Aunt "illie's call was ts say Gssdbye, She said-Mrs »Crabtree was busy 

packing and they wsuld take a taxits the Alexandria air pert which is 

absut fifty miles frsm 1286 . 

She had been listening ts a beck Mrs,Crabree w a s reading ts her and she 
waited ts tell me bsut it and she did, Ssmesne 

tapped at my dssr and I tsld her I must answer itwhereupen she launched ints 

, - ‘ 
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a twenty minute acee nt of her relatiens with James, She 

says she admires him for his ssbriety a nd will always be 

indebted ts him for his unfl a gging kindness 

ts Kay byt that she regrets hs dsesn t like her, at'least 

he dsesn t osme ts The Bluff, etc,, eto. Naturally sne c a n't 

that the greatest kindness sf James fsr Kay is 

trying ts keep her frsm getting too 

much sunk bl / the nllaanauminn n Inir. 


: mibhmcf s>i 




r«o *>*' 

Always 


Ue auUo rjjd... wear 

as silk when, if that s the way ssmething desired, oan be sbtained . 
she never, ssfar as I knew, feels ssrry fsr herself but is 
altogether puaaled and frustrated that she cannot wind James . 
arsund her finger sr put her fset+n his neck the way she is 
accustomed ts manage ether pesple, I assume 
all this t a lk fsr my enlightenment was ss pe rsuade me 
ts exert influence sn v a mes ts *ake *< - *• • 

him mere responsive in letting, her haves her ewh wav about 
having the Registers at. The Bluff, etc,, etc, 

hJJurfJI/Jf' w l ul + d h neuer handled these relationships as James has 

handled then but he seems ts. have'- been the only 

person wlis has succeeded in resisting being drawn down into the quick¬ 
sand of her dictatorial embrace, a statement 

that would floor a vntie if 3he ever thought through the trUth of it, 

9 v • 


,cn i»s 

I had intended galling 1, S,Willard' 
tonight about some tiles she had ordered but 
it was nearly 11 before I.could getaroUnd to 
and y then 1 thought it would be more pleas 
bit with little 1/iss Lea nnd am I 7 »+. -kh, J- 


•tMie CU - Mi ; i;.AT4 
■ .Uv V Si : ... 




L#utfli a are turned eut U grass, the peahen begins chasing them, 
jumping into the air and coming down on too of them and 
generally terrorising them. She has no nest and no 
tender offspring and what impells her to torment them is quite 
beyond me Perh a ps the pehen in hen old a ge is getting 
like an elderly hum„.n autocrat, unable to restrain herself 
from keeping her own and her associates' pots boiling. 

And now I shall turn to a d a b of correspondence and thenoall it 
a d a y, I hope a quiet weekend is obtaining in Lyme,,,,,, 


Sunday, September 89th, 1963. 


Memorandum*. iis 

« 

' Pattly cloudy Saturday, clear with a big moon Saturday 
night and all fair andcooland handsomely decked out with an 
even fatter moon tonight, I guess it whs 
in the 70 s today, Tonight it will sag to 
58, it is said and tho oaone is wonderful, 

.Saturday tyrned out to be pleasant enough although 
busy for^ a while in the afternoon, The people from the TV 
sta ion, script writers, camera men and so on, had an 
appointment for town in the morning and for the river 
in the afternoon, Thelma was supposed to shepherd them 
as President of the Hysterical ladies but educational 
or political big wigs turned up and so she handed the directing 
Carwen in ^ urn * had agreed to do something or other 

at Fort Polk and so she handed the people over to 
liita, —Mrs, eorge Sutton, who knows nothing about the 


iirx s-'a 


• » » W w WI* WI* 

-J A 

.; e ■ !U '' « ' * 

t L '' v - ; 

though 
rsw the TV 
id an 


business and cares less, I had expected the contingent 
to arrive here around 4 or 4 t 30 a nd they blew in pomptly 
at It 30, declaring they had got no where in town and■ had 

found the plan dtions deserted until they arrived here • 

1 * * 

■Tw 1 1 L J U.L . J| ‘A __1 M •» m 1 ‘mm , 


Nell, ■* did what I could for them in spite of my 
unshaven and'unshorn and wonderfully rumpled appearance, having just 
emerged from arden digging, I am sorry to s a y 1 saw <. * 
cameras trained on me now and .then, *1 hope the editing of the 
pictures may eliminate me and thus avoid the impression the TV 
would give that Rip van Rinkle had moved down from the Hudson Valley, 

Sinoe pictures had not been obtained in other places, 
they shot »» e»d of stuff at this bend of 'the river and 
aside from thanking me for my services, went to the trouble*- 
to call NatchitocheSjfromAlexandria last night to 
express their appreciation for Melrose having saved 
the day for the program uh idi goes on the air on 

rriiay . 1 

‘ J ^ . . .... r. • ;in ■ 3 i 


to call ua’CcnitocheSjfromAlexandria last night to 
express their appreciation for Melrose having saved 
the day for the program uh idi goes on the air on 
Friday, * y.lt.yy. 

^ ^ 4 1 y i • O ^ Vrf ' * •* A. L v> ^ 8 l i i ■ *5 b\ Q * * ’ ^ 

I suppose because she has been so rushed and generally up¬ 
set that I, S,Nillard has never mentioned 

Ghana and the fact that she will be absent this year, * 

I got in touch wtth Annwilliams Britton this morning and 
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she will hint.** +u : 

a gi 1 *°i V riVal 9 laluJ'' ,rrat l‘f uitfi her 

ii §# //. 

l»'ir , m ^ ' ■ 

helpers, Ueu haven't a s in the case ef t «? mi 

any departments s a e thJll “? i* * V ataH <*ard* In ^ s 

eneugh in an effort trvina 2# ?* w, 0 Pretty whioh isn't 
plantation li/ e ' 9i L: u Pilg.imrson charm1 A 
*• ** th a n wearina *• teen 2tZE<£ 


... 

O pleasant t rip and inert’ 'f’r f '° ri>,d ,l “ and Uae had made 

gr* wz.VuVi jfews S^5 t41s . 

*• <* ever the years. li 
-T bad a cilia p , _ , i. T 

»***«. *»a« 2?^,* b * »«'•<•« aco‘ 4 ™* 

smashed their oar t. lur*, * '. a " d 0 °‘*Pan+n dUrlus > Ue 
r»ad a piece and bothwert “ P t/le B *+™da 
unconscious I sheek th - H Capital, ene still 

TaUr d l U,nal «•*»«• J lhalTh“ e n/tern.dn and heard 

,r u,nsnt *” a9S '“ — *~p“i 

•a. dZTr'.s%"£?*• a sail /reel Petali. 'If 

th‘e was U h r s aH,m rath ^*rn¥ > ’Th f e ,T “** a,,i S * mahj'" 9 *“* 

*• ^tned.. 9 /::.:’ wiSe «*■ - ° 


si«an t,q 


o»day, September 30th, 19 63. 


i»< i r <• ... .<.'.7 t. »i’,. t . e» « I vjiiory ■■ 

-■ Or ij • . bTjirKw* 1 \c o-.&rt .. 1 t o\ »I s. .. 

Me me rand umj 

-0 o . Cfi :■• .>So. c-. -y\• ■ i - . : . 

Fair and air-ish* - 

: v ?. is/ r->: a.-c k- .W •.-u'w c . •. ; ; :i: 

7I»« p®8twan p a ue me quite a turn this merning 
when he handed me a package frem Lyme •. I was 
the mere deeply touched because I knew hew terribly pressed for 
time little Miss Lee is at this seasen ef the year and hew 
much extra energy it accordingly reqUired to prepare 
and pest it. On, epening it, I discovered net enly the 
new ribbon tut a whole herd of "oh a meaux m , the ribbon to 
strengthen communications in the times immediately ahead when 
a ribbon 1 gets such constant wear, the latter to smooth 
away pressures and relax the nerves at a season when things 
are iinusugllytight • How ever can I express my gratitude 
for this latest evidence ef kindness and my heart-felt concern 
about all that the expenditure of kindness means • Others 
observe the galaxy of stars in the lady's crown but few, I think, 
sense the depths ef their brillianoe and what this newest ene 
really means in consequence of all the ether demands that 
in any ene else would never have shone out at all • Bless 
litttle Miss Lee and again my deepest thanks • 

M :/ Ai C ‘1 .*.«{»» i, 9-> •- T J 

We are having a temporary cold spell and I like it, 

Laqt night the thermometer sank into the 40's and will do so 
again tonight it is said. Although the daytime temperatures climb 
up to the ?0 s, the right sunshine m a kes it seem warmer. Last night 
was the coldest September 29th-30th on record in Lake Charles 
on the Gulf and all this in sharp contrast to the sixxling hundred 
degree heat on the West G oaa t, 

a. . ,11;. .1 ' VjiL'.j »•: 1 *U .. . ■ ‘ *. 

Jfti8 morning I divested the sofa of its slip covers and 
took down the draperies in my boudoir, J)ore a th a took them 
home with her after dinner and will laundry them 
while the sun is bright, therebye bleaching them the whiter, 

. ■ ■: . ■ 

I can't r ec a ll what made, my morning so busy but I 
a m glad I did whatever I did before noon since the afternoon 
offered i\o ch a nce for anything but entertaining, James 
came right fter dinner and remained unttl after 3. 

I walked •ut to the front gate with him where we bumped into 

Celeste, Just in from Mew Iberi a , She reported having a wonderful 

time and. went into some detail about the darling girl, reigning as Queen 
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this yearfa festival • She met .the Queen's parents, toe, and 
found them equally arling • 1 was restive at the extentien 

of the talk for I had a heap •/ things I wanted to attend to and 

so waa grateful when Celeate drove off in her car and James 

headed to the store to attend to aome business or other . 

Aa I opened the front gate to re-entef a car stopped 

and it was none other th a n Blythe Rand and her sister~ih~law, 

Annie White who made the Hew lork-Hew England hejira 
with her this summerI helped them alight and they 
came to Tucca for a review of their East coast adventures, 

I thought Blythe looked old and decrepit but still full of 

energy • AnnieWliite ia not one of my f a vorite characters 

for although ahe ia aa kind as she can be, her- ability in dispensing 

social g races does not seem up to levels calculated to 

enchant one• It seems to me I remember Blythe years ago said something 

about her brother h a ving selected a wife who didn't enoh a nt 

the family too much but since they all loved Franklin, his wife 

was naturally accepted as a member of the family. She would 

be one of the persona I should never dream of making a tour 

of Hew England or. Melrose for that matter • 

, U j,, \ • 5 j;:: -no e' . i ***©$« \ c Vtotoq sAk avnft.v- 

The found Woodstock aa pictureaeque aa ever but reported 
an architectural jolt in the new Methodist C'huroh in that place, 
a» edifice horribly modernistio in the midst of the 19th century 
type buildings in the rest of the town • They both 
were pleased with a hotel at Lake M a honk or Mohonk where 
"there weren't a nyy Jews or niggers ", le a ding me to understand 
the guests were all Gentiles a nd the servents all white • 

Perhaps it's this white that appeals to the two ladies 
especially, —Blythe White Hand and Annie White* 

V . . (u n> ST «t *- 06 -. X. r L>i o c 

The heat of 8 weeks ago has cooled off and so 
has the religious fervor in some quarters • One of 
the remarkable conversions in late July or early August was 
Frog who g a ve updrink and the honkey-tonk scuffling in favor 
of sobriety and prayer. He was presented with a book, 
although he doesn't read, telling him about the duties of 
a deacon and, astonishingly enough K this youth in his 20*8 
suddenly found himself elevated to a deaconship • 

During the past week, however, the deacon got dtunk several 
times, spent a night or two in the ditoh and, among other things, 
denounced the mulatto who oversees ootton pickers • The 
merchent-pl inter called onFrog to apologize - 5 r ', 
to the mulatto but Frog demurred whereupon the merchent - 
planter exiled him but somebody said the tipsy deacon with a dirk 
is still around, asking that the exile order be re - 
called • 

James asked me if I knew where I • S.Willard might be 
hiding and I had to confess I didn't know . Perhaps 
she has stepped up her program to join 1Irs. Kennedy in 
a flight to Greece • Smile •••••• 
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Tuesday, October 1st, 1963. 


i j:iyj 

l V. V,: : 

a*U \c 


3j; 

0 BSl 

c iiii 

i) ar b , iC & r. y i; 

t-i. 

bOil % 

I bax 

ii 0 -• 

^ \ . . ?. ; O j : ■ 

a&s\B-t!/ 

. : liaic. 


z an 

bio4 Ci *\(il t ti 

•JV»1 1 it- - .;' *. i 

t a 6 . a i s 


r j* o - 


• r>lv i y > 


SO uVf. ani 0,,J « temperature spree* „ a ».„t 


a 


.Vjj 

; a. 


t be e n r3 ald l I r^ioTc^iV ° h#P ' 3 ** P a " d Jump tfie paat weaKa 
An occTsiinzl J ¥nl* #uwc « •/ energy is being conserved . 

An occasional card gives'assuranoe that ope is up and 

and I marvel so much d a ta could be covered by 
a single card. Letters can come later with — if not 

exllVilLl I *, leaaanin S »f the pressure which may be 

experience, I hope with all my heart, by the turn of the holidays . 

< 7 .m./ifm d r i/,8 + P !? t a letter from Mrs. Wagner of Hatchitoches . 

SiTter truitSil in P re88i9n ** have been inspired by 
white illnVrill U 9«t Mrs. Wagner to send me anfther 
bv ' T9 \ m V re °all Mrs. Wagner sent me one 

ti ml *1 V a9$ and Uat *>**«<»<* •/ bringing it 

nnd e +h ^ 3ter - f irat stepped at Dan's house and gave it to him. 

Of d ££. 0 :rz 0n J ils Wa V» a8ked »• *• He by writing a letter 
hir nit * 8 t r Wagner, telling her how much I appreciated 

her gift . J shall w rite the lady tonight, 

suggesting the visit she requests may be scheduled after \ 

the ensuing two weekends . o»e ia pushed mightily \ 

this weekend in preparations for Pilgrimage and \ 

between 5^”*? weekend ia Pilgrimage and presenting scant time 
1 Mrs Wnanlr peo P le P r **ent to chat with anybody . 

trv'ina 9 ?\ 80 *• **Sft*V longwinded and the more 

and sm'ck he^lint*?*** $/ ° manne ^ iam which i^pells her to hesitate 
fir ** t* ? P ® het !° e8n every two or three words* After the 

sentenlT th/nn Can J h St antici P at « »hat the balance of the 

sentence, the paragraph and story is going to be^ and one J 

1 exerci8e restraint to refrain from finishing every phrase for he 

•X was asked for a list of my hostesses to be given Thelma at 

Lisv i' i . o ci’-ii ar.-'T t\ : •••• ’;>• t .'-c •'acc a*.. oj sa.'a 

a .• .i eae V 4-na; a AS 

iitlint ,. i.ir-t - s.'s 4 On4. bU, oA t i itr'cw 

i> ;; c. av.Tf- — »•' &*««* •* J 


A a a: 

‘vli 


a 1 


Bi 


A ?. a w 
Jt iA 


C &* O 


5 X 


t - 

a i x o * 


L X 
CTC 


't j b h 


‘•B4T \ 0 

, J * iiv. ; 


II" 1 &»: 
ori.ni ; 
’ bi 


.. 







J 


( 


r 











Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12647 


Wednesday , October 2nd, 19 63 


tomorrow afternoon's board meeting of the Hysterical 

I have been unsuccessful in tracking downI.S.Willard 

and as I need the names of the assistant hostesses she 

has had at Ghana on the past and a Tes * r answer if they 

plan to be present this year, I called I. S. »• » 

sister, la Dunkleman, who told me she wasn t quite 3ure 

whether Irm a is in Baton Rouge or Hew Orleans but that I might 

write her, requesting the letter be forwarded % . As she 

sails this week , along about the 3rd or 4th, my letter,if 

forwarded, ought to reach her just about the time the ilgrimge 

is in full swing. If I, S. W. did instruct former 

to come, there ought to be a double dip because Ann V. Birtton 

will prtb a bly bring some sitelites of her own. 1 J^ade 

the list of my hostesses and added a note at the bottom, 

recommend ing to the President, — Thelma, --that if she oan ca *° h 

up with S 4 W. which 1 cannot, she may be able to get the balance 

of the names. 

s' Sheriff Morris who was supposed to have passed out a week or 
so ago, died today. He and his wife have always been very kind 
to me and I guess he was alright as a Sheriff. It would 

. n - 

be interesting to make a study of that office in^theSouth over 
the past 100 years. In the d» te bellum era, the offio* 
often occupied by an outstanding citizen, often a planter, but 
the job descended to, frequently to run of the mill 


64 • sr. »» cf - 

Memorandum i 

oJ- cii iA^voAt Jib* •" 

Pure Indian Summer, z. j-.l. .i »\ t. ■ 

$ >\z wtuto&V stSz Lavish ?.»i ns/. 

My d a y was a,t once busy and dizzy. Some of 
the dizziness was due to Carmen. She oalled this morning 
to ask about my calendar fen this afternoon. I 
told her Wednesday afternoon is always blanked out 
for turning the house upside down and that it was doubly 
blanked out just before Pilgrimage. I have no idea why 
people bother a bout asking when they haven t the slightest 
intention about being guided by what the response may be. 

Vq a met io ' v r ' 

She explained that her nephew, his wife and their ohild and 
Carmen's sister, la, Durajit, h„d thought of driving down this 
afternoon. The nephew, Dick *inslow, wanted some gourds. 

And so they came at three o’olock, breaking my afternoon 

sJLaP in two. Carmen had told me the little girl 

was cute and cute she was, if one had time, to do kinder- 

gartening and didn't mind spoiled children. Among the 

child's cute, accomplishments is to insist on going in 

a nd out of every door by herself, it being understood 

that everyone else would go in or go out and close the door, 

after whioh the child would do so by herself.One or twe of the 

gates at Melrose are iww too he n vy for a two year old to 

m.nage but as I had learned the game the grown-ups 

were expected to play, I followed the rules and got 

great sttisf a otion when the cute little thing 

yelled and seremed because the darned things had more sense 

thefi grown-ups and didn't give in to her whims. 

What the child really needed was one great big hand on the 
seat of her~papts, of course, and that would have brought things 
around very neatly and to the delight of the host if not to 
anyone else. -. z c ; .»> 

■> ;»o nlch • ioOi'.Qii -.'i * x ‘ V' ; ■ 

At 4:30 I heard and,hoop and a holler as one always hears 
hoops and hollers or e vey whoops and whollers when Shreveport 
approaches. Apparently.her visit was unannounced. My 
day that had cracked open at 3 o'clock never did get pasted back 
together and I simply charged off theunftnished chores 
a9a}Wp.Mfther day. k v ~ >'■ '« 
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Robert dropped in to see me tonight. He is 
very happy that hie wife ia back home after an operation, 

Only B 9 y er t could have thought up the beat way to 

welcome his wife when ahe was discharged from the hospital 

for when he helped her to the car, she discovered that 

five of their six children had come with their pappa t* 

to greet their mama, aiud among those present were the twins, 

now n bout three months, old $ 1 guess, Other people 

would have supposed that.the patient would have wanted 

more room in the o ar than seven people to mate the one hundred 

mij.es b a ck from Shreveport to Melrose but Bobert knew 

what would please his ■ wife most and that was that m 

.an .-■■jj b* ***<•» ««>*«»*«* 

I am told the first battle of the World Series was played 
today and that the gentlemen- from Los M ngeles were the victors 
over the gentlemen of Hew fork * I h a ve. noticed so often 
t in military matters, the winner «•/ the first -engagement usually 
loses the war, I rous.t say I an too ignorant 
about baseball to know if there is a parallel pattern, 

it 

{ , 1 haven't received any further reports about^ the Sunday 
pre-dawn automobile accident in which Y, C. figured, 

Yesterday it was said hi 8 c ompanion"aint talkin' yet" 
which is the local way ofisaying a patient is still 
unconscious, 

hey. buried Sheiff Morris from the Baptist Church today and 
I reckon. I shall have particulars on the morrowat coffee time, 

I didn't know before that in Louisiana at least, - 
the office is automatically filled by the Coronor until 
0 special election is oalled er until the next general 
eleotion, comes up. Ad the primaries are to-be held 
early in December, Dr, Will Pierson will serve a 8 aoting 
Sheriff s.inoe he is the elected offioial, —meridcal, •/ 
course, who seems to be the next in importance to the 
Sheriff business, I should have assumed a deputy u 
Sheriff would be the logical person to hold the 
post but, according to the Law, it h a s to be an elected 
official of the Parish whoztakes the job and a deputy 
Sheriff is an appointive office, 

, 4 bafrsoc bib nays© iocio’c 6 io «»<••« t - ~ 

Well, so things turn and so must I turn my attention 
to a few minor jobs before oalling it a day,,,•••**• 


Thursday, Ootober 3rd, 19 63* 

. . 

Memorandum* .. ■ ’ 

. 8 a* b »"14 If§a •' 3 n < ?u L c •! o4 c 

Ideal weather and gradual warming. In 
2937 the hight for today was 93, I believe, and the 
high in 1962 was 50 which I d* not remember. Today was 
about 8 3 which certainly was pleasaht, 

• 

Last night Sister said she would be leaving 
for Shreveport right after bre a kfast, —around 6:45 a,m, 
but one gets accustomed to the improbability of 
suoh declarations ever being carried out. At 
breakfast, it was 10 a,m, that shewas going to 
take off and then it was right after noon dinner. She 
finally got around to depart at 5:30 after some pushing by 
J, H • and nobody holding her back. She said shewas going to 
get home before dark whioh would take some speed if she covered 
the 100 miles in 27 minutes which was sundown time, 

• 

The place during the past 24 hours was kept -in - 
the usual stew. She complained ab^ut her three children, 

Lloyd wo g„ve up his D a ll a s job and brought his -pregnant wife 
and child to Shreveport is living with his wife's parents, 

I suppose. Siatepsays --and you can't believe 
anything she says, that Lloyd came to <.see her, said he heard 
Melrose was for sale and wanted his half of. his mother's 
portion. As there are three children, how he arrived, if he 
arrived, at asking for half of what his mother might 
receive didn't seem clear to pnyone .but him and his mother 
told him to get out of her house and stay out. Her daughter, 
DootS'ie, was home last weekend from L. S. U . and "made 
her mother spend all the time taking after her clothesL, Her 
son, John, never visists his mother when in Shreveport and 
never communicates with her either by 'phone or letter, 

"They aren't the children I raised," she is fond of 
exclaiming , —a phrase fihe must hav picked up from 
somewhere and seems to like using it lots, 

i 6 it so ; Jl V ' > ' - 

And speaking of lots reminds me I used that word 
in The Lady In White, the early part of- t which I thought quite 
slam at Bister but obviously she' didh t think so since 
‘ she told me it was a very good column. Somehow 

it reminded me of Lyle's mis-givings about Children of Strangers, 

fearing the Benrys would object strenuuously to the parts 

\ ' 

qw 
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,sav.i , is ijiao t 

some of the white folks played in that navel. Ta his surprise, 
all the Uenrys whe read it theught it was all grand and 
obviously never recognized themselves. 

It 'I \GOS ton! bit T5 .Mi i. 5 L 

Supper at<5t35 tonight was pleasantly relaxed ' - 

far bath kitchen and dining ream /elks. J+ H± remarked 
that Mrs. Walker had ’phened him. today to congratulate him on 
his natal day. I think he was both surprised that she 
should have known thedate and pleased that she took the trouble 
ts qall. : 6 bituoic—. t *sc\A- 3 t* «>.W : \ - 

\r ji;4 c 4 Citc.tii c4 tr: - i si ?v. =. ; o 

I didn't getareund to read much in today's paper-but 
I did read Mrs. Walker’s account .of Sheriff Morris 
and I found it as excellent an obituary is •»« is'likely 
to run across e : 

r. \ it • ? i- c . ii 6. ' IS. - -- 0 ■ : * * 

The day's post brought a n air mail from I. S. Willard, posted 
from Br,enxville where she had apparantly gone to call on her former 
mother-in-law. There was much data a *#ut &«r Bronxville address, 
her S. S. Frpnoa sailing date 0 n October 3rd, arrival 
<\t.De H a vre on the 8th, further addressee in Franoe and 
5 , in Ontcec. I shall send the letter later but am 

retaining 'it to get the Athens address which seems rather odd 
in unfamiliar joordW. I startled--hej> when£> on learning she 
was going to^ * ranee, I insisted she drop in on Oreeoe before 
returning home. She gasped and errrrrrr-ed and brrrrrrr-ed 
forp while and thei\ finally swallowed the ide a and later called 
me to say it just scoured to her she might have a friend 
living in Athens, etc., etc., and so Oreeoe seems to be 
in the agendfl. I am persuaded that for the rest of her life 
she will consider, the hop over to Athena a good idea JAfter 
a ll % , for a girl who spends her life revolving about Art, it 
struok mefrom the beginning that the most logioal - < 
plape in the world for her to visit would be the place 
where Western Art had its inception Why the notion had 
never struck her, 1 cannot imagine. —— 

• ei ei. : » i e • s>?.i i c-V woosb ito is- c 
Carmen called this morning with quite a fish story. Her 
nephew, Dick Winslow, who was here yesterday, wanted to go 
fishing last night. Some boys who ar$ Breazeale friends, 
took him around 8 o'clook and he was b a ck a little after 10, 
bringing a fine sting of fish he caught plus five fish, one weight 
x three pounds, all five of which had jumped into the boat. 

How that a the ^ind of fishing, if 1 mus\, that I want to do 
but that doesn t mean l’m likely to oral# up a row boat 
very soon.......... 


Friday, October 4th, 19 63. 

« t \ Jfjiu.y, «r. J. HSi.Ui! 8U 8-tt' B cOOO L 0t» Z :\OLB HO Sail 
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fair and warmer, up into the 90's by mid 


i \ sic II 5 

ku mid 


. 


afternoon. * " 

•\ /S ■' , Si J$8 ' . 9i - - Sb r ■ \ 

There seems to be an inclination toward fires in the 
cotton at the gin this year. I may have mentioned one that 
consumed 8 or 9, bales the other night. There was another 
lesser blase during the afternoon early this week and there 
was another this morning at 9:10 while mine hostess and 
I were having coffee on the gallery. Hearing loud talk 
in the dirpc'tion of t he gin, mine hostess bolted toward 
the highway in the direction of the gin but I 
did not follow the lead and continued glued to my chair. 

There were a *Pl* people at the gin to take oare of the matter 
with dispatch and 1 am laggardly about rushing into 
things which do not require my aid. 

Carmen had called this morning to say there would be 
a TV program, qalcula ted to quioken interest in the Pilgrimage 
that would go •»» the air at 3 p.m. Celeste had a'card 
game in town at that hour and so I sauntered over to t he s tore 
and asked J. H. to turn on the program. He did. It 
was something out of Hew York. At 4:00, 'phone calls came 
in at x ucoa from town, people congratulating me on 
the fine program at 3:30 absnt wfiioh I had nothing to do. 

It seems the entire 25 minutes was given over to Melrose 
and that Lestan figured in several scenes. I iiquired about 
the atmospherio condition as reveaL ed by the film. All 
agreed the sunshine was dazzling, lending special interest 
in the shadow versus light combinations. JLs last Saturday 
was completely overcast while the TV people 
were here, it is obvious today's presentation must have 
been based on films taken last year^or wheneverl must 
>' drop a note to ^the producer, Ethma Odom, trying not to 

go into b n by talk when typing the first name, —and what a name, 
Ethma. I can only wonder if an ancestor suffered 
from asthma and somehow the affliction got corrupted into 
a name, —Asma, ethma or whatever. 

. . , • ,"co .j. i.u a i :c cii " ' ' ' <• '' ' • 

James appeared this afternoon around 4, bringing me 
a set of fine shirts fromShrefeport, kaki color, 
fire red and so on. I reckon the flaming red one is for my 

u vl «• iUe ‘ ;51 4 '*‘ v: 
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use #n such special eccasions as when I ge gunning for 
deer, mile, 

X intended saying yesterday that Celeste read me 
a brief nete froni Robina addressed to her, deddy and me, 
saying thanks fir our remembrance and explaining that 
her sister, Ella was at the heme of a friend where a card game 
was in pregress when Ella felt nauseated, A doctor 
was called and he whisked her away to the hospital where 
Robina had an opportunity, to chat with her a little, after which 
. Ella slipped in.to a coma and f was gone, X assume it was 
a heart case but Robina didn t say, 

■ - 

James had gojxe to Shreveport to fetch Kay and 
liae Metoyer home from thejr whis to Mayo's, They 
reported a fine trip, Kay's doctor wax ts her to return 
, ■ toward the end of the month of exercises under his supervision, 

He says t\e wants to get rid of the crutches and the only reason 
she hasn t cast them aside is a pain which comes from her failure 
to exercise sufficiently, It all sounded on 
the good side, As for 1iae, it was the first time in her 
life she and her husband,Woodrow, had ever been away from 
each other since their marriage years , perhaps decades 
ago, She took to flying like an old hand although it 
was her first d~b at cloud climbing, She was with Kay 
arounq the cloqk, istting up with her and' holding her hand if 
Kay didn t rest well and keeping her clothes 
so cle a n and pressed, Kay found.no use forthe extea garments 
. ta : en along, X gather that Mae and Woodrow are 

as devoted to Kay and James as they are to them and I rejoice 
for both coyples • n 

....... o .b . n ■ ■ - • ■ ' o. 3 - 

Word has it that Dr, Hawkins who is leaving Hatohitoches 
for Hatches, Ifiss,, has purchased • i he*igwam, a big 
old ante bellum housein town that has been through the 
rigors of conversion at one time or another -.to a bourding 
house ,.,eto ,, ete,, and probably requiring a mint of money 
to put back ix^to order ancj, it is said. Dr, Hawkins hasn't 
— t a n V n< ULey, Well, may he find a magic lamp and 

30 be a ble to save another old house and succeed the better 
than at Hatohitoches at Chantilly * 

, t • ••0. * 0-. . t 3-t -• 

A 2 or 3 year old child fell tut of an automobile window 
yesterday as the car, moving slowly, turned from theDermuda 
road into the sn<^ leading to the bridge, hard by the gin, 

X Uifderstnad the child was only scratched a little and I 

don t know why the child wasin a positie'ii to fly out of the window,, • 
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weather confinues, —90 by day, 50 by night, 

haven t. the slightest intention of giving the 
impression I think the wild geese don't know what they 
are doing but I must say they surprise me by 
making their flight southward in such warm temperatures. 
Probably a thin coat of ice is already starting to 
form sit the water courses where they summer up Canada way 
but somehow I always think of their flight south as being 
at a time whne cold weather has already manifested itself 
in this area but I must be mistaken, I 

knoyt, however, that it has always seemed to me they 
afk courting difficulties when they head northward so e arly 
as they do in Maroh, Over the years, I have listened 
to migration Reports, of the ducks and geese from a Des Moines 
stat\4n that speaki^d/dhe§i as settling down for the night 
in snow covered corxv^vflds along the Missouri River, Off 
hand my d guess would be that a snow covered cornfield at 
the end of winter must present mighty poor fare 
for birdq after such a long flight. It oocurs to 
me when saying such a long flight that perhaps some of t hem 
aren't making suoh a long flight as do some of the 
other migratory birds, such as the humming birds which 
always jump the Gulf and winter along the Vemuela 
coast osSouth America while \t is quite possible 
lots of the ducks and geese may settle down on 
the north side of the^ulf along the Louisiana-Texas 
coast, I must ask about this, 

i '-'i S’> 4«oe • an a* rtf sia sAs 
I was happy to hear Hatalie's voice this 
morning when J espondej^ti^ her oall sn the 

bout 8, MS 90TeS Greece a little and 
j. v . jfj ■ v; no 
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odds and ends about the forth-ooming ttur. She 
se,emed fine, inquired as te news of little Miss Lee and 
we beth agreed the latter is beund t§ be busy-busy at the 
moment and I was glad t$ be akle to report receipt of 
the Leng Island scene $n a pest card this week. 

It is said Chantilly, the htuse of Dr, Hawkins 
in t$wn, was given spaee in the Shrevepert times 
. today, pictures and article. The statement that 

Dr. Hawkins is negotiating the purchase of the Wigwam 
in Hutches seems slightly odd since, it is said, 

Chantilly isn't paid for and that Pat has a * 

mortgage on all the treasures in exquisite furniture 
., in the Chantilly house. If this rumor be true, it 
would mean that the furniture could not be removed 
until claims against Chat tilly are satisfied and one can 
only wonder at any thought of buying the Hatches Wigwam 
under the circumstances •• 

. 

I got some work done on Saturday morning, —11 benohes 
painted, freshly laundered draperies hung tn 
the living room and boudoir, the Chapel renovated 
and a few ether odds and ends. Hush, however, 
remains to be undertaken anfrdp an hoping to " 

. 9 st moat of the s tuff ou *of way before the middle 
of the week and thus be able to manage the 
interruptions that are inevitable just before 
the opening gun .of Pilgrimage on Saturday. It is 
odd how many people, usually possessed of a fair amount 
of common sense, seem to think the days just prior to 
Pilgrimage are ideal for bringing people to 
make a. pre-tour tour. One would like to get 
ahead of such mix-ups, if possible. 

«c hwco as \jt// t-.eatu e»our> a Aar \o 
-This morning’s radio mentioned that Hrs. Kennedy 
was to te in Delphi today and I hold the thought 
the weather f there may be as pleasant as it is here. I think 
Hatalie isn t enthusiastic about the Kennedys but 
she must be glad of thepjik^^ty Greece is 
receiving as a resul >• ofKtW&**Lady's visi 
Hatalie shouldn t have cared for the F.aD. R 
and J. F. K., all of whom are in 
her bracket mentally and culturally.......^ 


Memorandum: 

Perfect weather but a little warm, around 89, 
most of the afternoon. «. 

, 

I haven t decided as yet, mostly through lack of 
experience perhaps, whioh week is the. busier, - 
the week befor Pilgrimage getting rigged up for the 
business or the week after getting unrigged. 

X)tU; SftUC ••• i.£>3 'i 3 lit C U" ~ 303© 

I had hoped August might show up this morning but 
he must have got sunk in a bottle over 
the weekend. In his place oame Fugabeu, —drunk, and 
Celement, a field hand and so^so carpenter but not 
gifted for interior decorating. I set them to work 
cleaning Ghana and I got busy dumping stuff out of the 
bathroom, hoping to get to that later. 

tdJjSi L-yr - .s-iuj »: Sv: A* .•. 

At 9 o'clock coffee, I found le pe-re Antoine ,• in from 
Tulsa, looking pliyap and in no other respects priestly. 

- ' • • 

. Returning to my side of the fence, I saw Fug a bou 

andCelment and several ofher people including Mr. Lee, one of 

the overseers, J. H., and Heaven knows all. They were gating 

at the African House reef whose roof all summer has been 

crying for attention. One of the wooden beams running from the 

eaves up to the pinnacle of the roof had cracked and has 

long called for a solid beam in its place. Just 

as I approached, the overseer was pointing out that a two by four 

post at each corner of the front and one in the middle of the 

eaves would support the roof all ight. Imagine 

what the African House would look like 

if timbers standing, upright on the ground to support 

the e a ves. It seems that Fugabou and^lement had 

tired of cleaning and had gone to the store an<f reported 

the African House needed repairs right now. I 11 

bet they don't do that again. 

a:. r \ 

Well, it was finally decided the repairs should 
b§ done properly and men were sent to the woods to fetch 
timber and by noon big trucks and pick-up trucks were 
smashing down he great elipse of red Guernsey lilies and the 
white, rain lilies that would have given so much charm to 
the setting if they hadn't been flattened this Monday 
instead of waiting until next Monday. Somehow it all 
reminded me of the year when they tore all the shingles off Tucca 
cascading them down and burying the butterfly liltes 
in the week just before.Pilgrimage. 


ere. Odd 

Stephenson 
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■ mifci.no:'' a'l 

.rn’Miti, i 1 Ja Tj.'l 3ros>V« a ,J v 

^ l 

After dinner, Fugabou shewed up. He had lest Clement 
te theAfrican Heuse venture and had acquired Frog as 
an assistant. I started them »n seme lucoa work when 
James, appeared. While he was here, Fug a bou and Freg had 
te lend a hand at the African House, they said, and 
I was glpd ef an excuse te be rid of them. They 
foiled away the afterneen at theAfrican Heuse and 
the workmen, the trucks, the timber and all finally contrived 
te achieve the repairs and depart, leaving a flattened 
parterre+ ~ luce a interior operations may begin on 
the morrow or may net r depending upon the s.tate 
ef sobriety or intoxication revealed by the dawn's 
early light. 

,'W: L-i ' i * . « 

The day's post brought an undated letter from 
I^S.Willard. The cancellation indicated it was 
, mailed from Bronxville on the %rd, the date she 

supposedly sailed. here wasn t anything of interest in 
the letter except that she signed it not once but twice. 

,*V. -.'I- ■ ' i i 

In ol* HBC broadcast, the speaker ppoke of 
October 12th as the date of Columbus' birth. I 
had always supposed October 12th was the day he 
discovered land on his first westward voyage and 
well rememjber this or that historian remark on his good 
fortune in arriving at a time when the hurricane scuffling is 
at a» end. I should think it a note - 

worth coincidence if Columbus did discover America on his birthday 
and it seems to me one should have heard more about that if true. 

As for 1963, the hurricane season must be extending 
further into October th a n usual since the present one ripping 
around in Haiti, 0uba and so «n is still going to be doing business 
by 0 9 ^umbus T) a y, it would appear. 

J ;..U 0 ‘ at 

There was a typical family merry-go-round yesterday 
in a matter touching on an aftermath of Pat's and 
Dan'8 one time mutual interest in insurance. Since 
they parted company, it is said that Man doesn't permit 
Pat's name mentioned in his house. Dan has been in 
aShreveport hospital for a check for a few days.His 
wife had to file some olaim'a bout a n auto accident, the 
po icy handled by Fat, whom she didn't dare 'phone but instead, 
called J. H. on the^abbath to see Pat about it although 
Pat's house and "an s house are within sight of the other. 

It's all so wonderful. .. 
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Tuesday, October 8th, 1963. 


Uemor a ndumt taV 

, v . . ; {■;. '■ •>. t .'t« - » 

Beautiful weather with a 60 - 90 range. 

b? i ■ oi o ■' 

I had expected to knock off a column before 
folding up last night b t found myself both sleepy and 
without a topic at 11 p.m. and so folded up my beard instead. 
This morning I be -at irj*ed, myself an hour before dawn, knocked 
•ff a piece of rigamarole about the squirrel and cleared 
decks for a let of stuff- to, be done if and when 
helpers arrived. Fug bou showed up a little after six 
and g ve the impression he wasn t drunk whiah was 
a novelty. For the ensuing 12 Hours we put 
in a fairly busy day and got quite a few things done. 

,, , * - . , .■ < \ ■ 

When I stepped across the fence for 9 o'clock 
coffee, Fug a bou w a s washing the big mirroir in the living 
room and Doreatha had come over to use the phone. , 

Later at the big house she confided that when she had 
hung up the 'phone, Fugabou had asked her if she f 
knew where I kept the. wine and she told him she didn t. 

Later today he told me last night he was at the honkey-tonk 
and one Fuller of J /ontrose, running for Police Jury, 
had given him a bottle of wine on request, hoping r 


undoubtedly, he mi^ght get a t Fugabou 
sue Fug a bou doe an t vote. 


vote although I ani quite 


-S' 


U 2 


C 9"? 'IiV 
it :,ay : 


<t i 


ic 4 ' 


uuaa- vt 


i b Ve. 


Irvy Knott or however he spells his name dropped ♦ 
in for supper after a busy day calling on voters J 

in hopes of getting their December a pproaval of him in 
his bid for Clerk of Court. J. H. was late-, in 
getting to supper, having attended a bank meeting 
and they told me of a hot letter Miss “omon had just 
written VqlleyElectrie in which she complained that 
Irvy wasn t paying attention to his business while 
casting about all over the Parish for votes, —Carrie 
obviously not knowing thqt Irvy resigned fromValley Electric some 
time back, and Carrie went on to say that her electric bill 
was twenty dollars too high. One assumes that in 
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Wednesday, Oeteber 9th, 2963. 

■Tr . . c itf -1 j 

3i4«4o b i >i 07 &i svtttSjaoocnej onswtb frq*o««o ‘ 

L“ ■ T9 0 3 frctt t \i- i- Y t r\ i ;>’ ; : -a 

Jfcworandum: . s\ai .. -v u 

ide a l wweather continues if mild 
temperatures and cleudless skies make for-the ideal, 

98. . . c id 9 ■> 3 s» 8 Sr-.i 3 . sr , * ,0 oi t - :• 

t citrka»8a« reperts that state is far behind in its 
annual rainfall and se is Louisiana for that matter but 
as the CaneHiver sectien inclines toward an excess 
most years,, the present comparative absence of normal readings 
doesn t matter so much, The average Melrose 
rainfall is the mid 50 's while that of Shreveport 
in the mid 30 's, It seems to me Shrefeport thus far has 
had something like 26 inches thus far a nd Arkansas less. 

In all the^recent talk about crop failure in ' 

Russia, there doesn t seem to have been anything said that 
I have heard concerning the cause, Perhaps it is 
poor farm management as one is somehow led to elieve • 
from radio reports on the matter. Perhaps 
Russia is in a drought,even as are we One thing is 
certain too much rain in Cub a is going to provide 
Mr, Castro with no end of J. ibis for his country's mis¬ 
fortunes and I'll bet he wrings every drop out of Flora on 
that account in the days ahead although, oddly enough, 
tonig t's news casts froma rouhd and a bout mention 
that Cuba has taken care not to report damage done 
by the hurricane • . * 

V... :• .. . *> 8'. -ii • C 3 .•••'. 9 - '•> 

I was supposed to get a couple of gentlemen to lend 
me a hand at.Pilgrimage preparations today but 
onlyFugab ou reached ruoca, Agusst getting stuck at the big house 
where he never did sucoeed in getting de¬ 
tached, 

a i; : % .i-it !,.;o **34*3 • \ s \ * ,! oil: hi. »- 

This noon while I was rying to g rab off some news, 

J, H, sent a messenger to a sk if I didn't want some extra 
help this afternoon # My response was firm, — 

But No, A flock of frolicsome 

field hands at such a time are more of a bather than 
a help. Two minutes later another messenger came 
from the s tore, a sking if I didn't h a ve some 

... itn • 1 


spite of what she had to say about that matter 
to Robina, Aunt "illie and so on, her air conditioning 
innovation is setting her back more than 
she had calculated 

sTcVad iupuloo o Vj.o b»aboh 

Sepaking of *unt Willie, I learned from James 
yesterday that she is planning to return to Natchitoches 
shortly to em a in through the winter, — u»**2 after 
Chmistmas, at least, James says that Kay leaves 
for Mayo's again this next Tuesday,, —October 15th perhaps, 
and will stay for a co uple of weeks at least taking 
walking exercises, Mae Metoyer cannot leave her husband 
that long and Kay will accordingly travel by herself, 

• 0J®\ o 3c 

This morning while Fugabou and I were tangled up in 
some chore or other, the artist came to\ pay me a 
visit and to tell me that both my coffee companion and 
Blythe had tjold her they thought she ought to 
appeab in the African House during Pilgrimage and that v 
she planned to do so if 1 wanted her to, especially 
as 3heipas feeling better than last year. Possibly 
a dozen people have told her she was throwing away a golden 
opportunity by trumping up some flimsy excuse as she did last 
year, I was. struck by her grandmotherly appearance this 
morning, not at a ll the usuaJ pert, quiet snappy get up 
but her wholeg et-up more subdued but I'm sure her costume 
represents merely a momeentary whimsy. She was wearing 
something over her wig that wwq probably dotted Suisse but 
looked not unlike something Leonardo migh have 

painted on the perruke of Beatriee Cenci, Her waist was some pastel 

flowered crepe and, like the. skirt,. billowing in amplitudes, 

utterly concealing her. svelt figure. It's the 

first time \ ever saw her in such a rig and I think it 

was not so becoming as her usual tailored appsaranoe, It's 

s shock to be confronted suddenly by a person who generally 

looks fifty stepping forth a« i» their 80's, •»£ 

Artist that she is, she is certainly oapable of putting 
on the semblence of a person at least 250 or 800 if t 
she e ver decides she would like to.appear in such 
a n age brqcket. 

And now for a dab of desk work and thence to a dab of 
reading so I may dispatch some talking books to the 

library before the busy weekend has arrived when no extra duffle around 
will be better . 
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p a inting done this afternoon. I certainly didn't, 

Imagine starting all that is implicit in a paint job 

with Pilgrimage just areund the corner. A Henry 

concept of demestic proceedures is semething to be ead abeut 

in books but, if ene oan help it, net te be experienced 

in real life. : c 

For seme reasen unknown te me, Mrs, Sylvan Friedman 
o»»d her daughter-tn-law, Mrs. Sam Friedman had te cene down 
prior te their appe aranoe as hes teases at the big heuse 
enSaturd a y and so they c ame this morning at the ceffee hear, de- 
layed fer half an heur fer their convenience*, after which 
we all repaired, te the big house where the ladies Friedman 
l chatted for 10 and then were off t Mrs.^S a m Friedman 

has never seen*the local layout and*haen t yet but perhaps 
I shall get a chance te shew her on Saturday or Sunday. 

She is a sweet child and what with all the. hostesses assistingat 
th$ big house, ought to find an opportunity towander qb out a little 

Dereatha when she came te give supper, brought me 
a package from fames who had been at the camp and who 
had n voided stepping hery because he realised I was 
busy. Ihe package L turned out to be banqnas and - -^ v 
I shall have some slioed ones in orean before folding up 
my beard tgnight, I am doing nobly ,about cutting down 
on starch at the d.infier and supper .t a ble but make up for 
the_weight thh* avoided by two or three times when 
the banana hour or some suoh strikes at bed'time. 

t . v; s. . c1 l.ps v. : ’■ ; -3'' 

From now until the 7th,of December, the hill-' 
billy music seems destined to be playing second fiddle 
to the politicians and the seasonal football bustness 
on the radio. 1 notice even the Bible 
slappers are putting forth new personalities to a 
replace older air-beaters but their number in now way 
decreases. I thought James had q good -a t 

point the other day when he opined ithat it might 
be better to arrange ballots so the voter could » 
cast his ballot, not for his favorite candidate, but 
rather against the one or several he dislikes most and 
thUs the person redeiving the least number of votes • • 
would win the.jsl t eottvn. With ten candidates running 
for the Governor 1 s job and rashes of lesser aspirants running 
for other posts, all taking air time and talking endlessly, 
one is lucky if he f inds anything, else than political 
claptrap these days from 5 ii» the morning until what hour a t 
nigh I'm glad to say I do not know........ 


Thursday , October lOth, 1963. 



i. Jy-. »fcui 


Memorandum j 

The weather continues its pur Indian Summer course. 

t9 . lend me a band today, arrivingwithout 
s mulant and departing a t close of day in the same sedate manner 
» » » . »««»•» . 

, -4? the coffee heur this morning, mine hostess put forward 
a darling idea, to wit, that she and*I should gird up our 
loins and make the town tour together on Saturday morning. 

This is the second time this notion has been trotted out 9 

rS«i 7 ? a i" 1 d9pl \ u * d J*i»i»g in the prelect. She and 
liZi tl sufficiently exhausted,on both Saturday and Sunday 
. f'ts so that neither of us will need a Saturday morning 
tour to make the sensation complete. As for ... 
my part, j prefer keeping as much reserve strength 
as possible, feeling I o a nnot afford the luxuryof 
msxm manifesting crossnessin the presence of others. There 
is no accounting for this or that person's emulations-Tout 
expending energy, y % a a * #UT 

s a a cr. ■. • : . 

I was at hana this afternoon working with Fuanbou 
when James appeared. He had stopped at the store Usee the clerk 
about something and the clerk had .asked him why he didn't drop 

ih. Sli ■*? ie f° re leaving but he explained he knew I was busy. 
fiow *ver, urged him to come anyway and come 

:•**;«* 1 waa pla J an excuse to shelve the work for a while 
and collapse m chatter. Juse as we sat down at -Fucoa 
I had to respond to a 'phone call. It was 01 a Mae, 

±\mlVr..t ekPl T e %A 9 ^V 19 me V 1 w$uld appear on a TV program 
tomorrow. I didn t even ask whether it would e inAlexandrva, • 
Shreveport or New Orleans but simply saich Friday w a s 
impossible. She asked me if I would consent to 
appear at some later time and I said possibly. I • 

iH 9 thiI d ni!5 /ar ! d a n nd aUe 3 ' aid Car °lv» ”** presently 

m this part of the country", meaning Shreveport, I 

tft< * w ™ tUe 8patUe cali wa * Mng node. She 
If 8 d * vn 9 just fm,e and il said that that was just fine 
and Ola Mae said sjiewould be calling me re a l soon and that 

Teart n* S irat peep f r9m that quarter in two or three 

years and, knowing her as we do, we shouldn t be surprised 

if we hear from her next week or three years hence. It 
is a minor point but I found it interesting that she 


Ao.rt'B tc©i\ eactr • ”tie 


it CC ; >' -■ t 

...... 1 . 
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proceeded pn the theory that I. would recognize her vo ice as 

indeed I did, lleverthelessit seems to me that 

after such an interim and so many voices in between, a 

word of ^identification might have been in order, ojj course 
not that ';i<? would he needed hut f or sheer courtesy 8* sake « 


Friday, October ±Qth, 2963, 


roe o pi 


Per[i%ps, come to think, of it, she is in the group of 
le and there 3eem to be endless numbers sf them, who 


a pee ar at my d*vr and exclaimy . 

■ 

"Oh, yt u remember us,,,,.,we were here six years ago,,. or 
was it seven years *,», ,~,cnd K it wo. sc sunshiney day » 

t ft ‘ ' t 1 

st supper tonight, o. a* touched on the natter of 
Hiss Mormon *8 electric. '■ ty bill, again, he said 

she had written him in his rele of President of ValleyEleotrio t 
attaching her last month's bill, asking him to h a ve 
it corrected as it should not beinore than two or three dollars 
at the most • J • H. said he didn't mind paying 
this bill for her *ut •/ his own pocket but wondered *;• 
about bills for future months • Carrie doesn't seem to comprehend 
that cooling her house by eleotrieity requires electricity ' 
and f. H. assumes and probably oorreotly thattf this notion 
cannot be set straight, she will return all bils unpaid 
since she has persuaded herself thatone can keep one 8 house 
cool in summer and one's greenhouse warm in winter by 
electricity and the bills will always remain *at that magical 
figure of two or three dollars • I suggested that 

he might get the people who presented the air conditioning unit and 
the greenhouse installation to pool additional contributions 
to take care of the eleotrioity costs for operation of same. 

He asked if Mrs.Storm had been on the list and I said 1 thought 
she had not I knew that J a ak Fullilove had been one of 
those who had been party to the business and tl\at M assumed 
&. J. Hodges had directed Ola Mae Word to seek contributions 
a nd that he might consult Ola Mae on the point since it was 
Ola Mae who had ordered the air conditioning thing and its 
instalation.Like ar,tist Hunter complai ning a Wout "folks 
takij' my pictures and makin' magazines out of them", so 
artist Mormon seems to think VaileyEj.ectrie can supply her with 
generous kilowatts of juice and not charger her for same, none of 
which, of course, makes any sense but I, for one, cannot beat any 
concept of reality into their respective heads • 

i : 

Robert dropped in for a chat,, tonight and remained too long, 
be were remarkjng how insects are beginning to show up, now that 
cotton and pecan sprayinghas been shelved for the season. 

We agreed we had seen no water bugs or roaches all summer, thanks to 
the spraying, whereupon a big old bug w a lked slap across the floor which 
just goes to show •••••• 


bv.o ar.ioi 
1 e s a i ifi 


oooUng her house by eleotrieity requires electricity 
* . H. assumes and pfobably oorreotly thatif this notion 
ot be set straight, she will return all bils unpaid 

a * « ml _ _ > J J. I. _ J. _ U - . M ^ ■ n ii a ii A a 


ft ft ft <'4* 


o a fi * 

Memorandum j 


.KUh ft hi §J(i' i i' C-\ S.lh 
»ar n« in Mb ieftjo <u vj , ii 


90 9 3 ! 
IP 0 «\ 


91 1 a Hi 




Perfection is still the dominant note in 
the weather although when the thermometer creeps up 
into the 9O's in the afternoon, it is a little warm 
if one is darting n bout in preparation for the 
weekend. 

’ juti99C|$91 ni9>'3 c[#si 2* *• 

By some miracle, 1 esoaped c a llers during the day 
and hence got a lot of work rounded up. Tonight 
I had anticipated folding up early but a couple 
of requests for advice from plantation folks 
let the hands of the clock slide around much 
faster than I had expected • 

■ i_ufti'i iu*. 3n /vA&h n; be. • '" '• v ° ■** 

Every time I passed within range of 
the phone during the day, it rang but as T 1 

was around and about other houses and gardens, I didn't 
get too many calls. ihe ones that did come in, however, 
were from people in town reporting the fact 'that 
this or that relative or friend from some repote place had 
written or 'phoned to saythis or that one with 
friends would be co ing a nd asking the Hatchitoclies 
persons to 'phone me zo report their approach and asking if I 
might find time to chat with them and meet their friends 
and'in three oases saying that attempts to reach me direct 
by 'phone had failed and therefore invitations to dinner were 
passed along by this or that persoh in town. Even 
Mrs.Walker who will be here requested that if I meet 
members of the press from any old place whbm^she might 
not meet, —requesting that any such should be invited 
to sup at the Walkers on Saturday night a s they * 
are holding open house • The account of chicken m a caroni or 
some such sounded promising a hd I shall be glad to pass 
along the message to members of the press I m a y may meet but 
I have already made it clear that 1, although 
bidden by the host and hostess would not journey to 
town in the wake of the morrow's gavotte • 

3 ■. . ;; u > i r., : an n ' '• ' -• 

I shall perhaps venture across the river to the 

convent but that is doubtful for I much prefer 

* 

Jjjii • r-\ <• «. v $ ’ . • jUv C ' ; t ' .0 

. 


i»< 99W 
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• • 4 * ^ < \Jh 

kP» S. — TheEnterprise contributed the enclosures 
and Natalie gave e^ch guest a copy •••••• 
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a quiet evening at heme ftilewing the hundreds $ 
people whem, I shall have to meet during the day. 

1 hit on the idea of incarcerating the peacocks 
in the enclosed yard of the Unioorn House for a couple 
of d a ys so that the birds may net be subjected to 
the pursuit of children'that ended up last year by having 
the birds fly off across the river in consternation. 

I suggested Fug^bou andAugust keep their respeoitve gase on the birds 

when I journeyed over to feed Low ^Paul and Leuella 

and the pheasants a *out an hour before sunset. They did 

give encouragement to the birds by heading them 

in the direction I had indicated but both gentlemen had 

found a small bottle somewhere a nd they used poor judgement 

in their stalking proceedure. and the peacocks 

got panioky i nd headed off in he direction of the bulb 

garden. I sent the two gentlemen away and half hour 

l a ter, I lured three of the birds into t he enclosure before 

1 h a d tucked the geese into the Unicorn House and a 

fight s tchrted right off between a big peacok and 

the g a nder. I had little trouble with the latter, however, nad 

so the majer portion of the more sensitive birds will 

be guarded from boistrous young folks »» the 

morrow and on the Sabbath and at Sundaydewn on the latter 

day, 1 shall turn them a11 to grass once more and 

that will be better all around* 

... ; v 'rvt* c , c, y 1 ^‘ r n 0 £i 4 . iv . 

»•'» _ » V ■ ~ • - t 

Carmen juyt called and what she is doing on the 

’phone at 11 o clock gt night, I cannot imagine. 

She reports' another call from somebody who wants to-see me on 
the morrow, —some Jacksons or some such and why people 
h a Ve to do so much calling on s uch a point,—i cannot 
imagine. Carmen says she is going to spend the morning at 
the old Lemee House a »d the afternoon at Oakland which I 
think is just fine. I took the 

opportunity to ask her what news she had received from 

Charles and wife. She had heard nothing but somebody 

from Marshall, Texai, had called Charles and the connection 

was a swithched to her.- It had to do with 

an early hand drawn fire engine belonging to 

the Texas and Pacific Railroad and is housed in Marshall 

but the ^exas and Pacifio, learning of the 

2 50 anniversary planned for next M a y, wanted to/ 

offer it for whatever parades are planned and 

will ransport same from where ever to town and back. So the 

weekend begins and I must begin some shut-eye...... 


■>•'.3 1 .. Hi* SLuf !'•! x •> » t J*I l t ii I* tScii 

Sunday , October :13th, 2963. 

— - t . ■ . •> ■! ' X % '• - \ 

TjchD. &«»-*• 1.1 Jo *4 an bit v. ?A * .aifttnl yftrtfr ' oil 

tt4 •' 'i' iu . i a 4 t aoi: jbj t a\ j t j.' - tsii, sz . . » : 

Memor andum * o •' 

.. , x v iJSi- j.’ b ;•«. T 'U > * ■ i ■ i-U . .-V':,: 

All blue and gold but a little warm both Saturday 
: and Sundays ftemoon when- the thermometer reached up into the 

90’8. Saturday itwas 97 but fortunately alittle and o clouds interposed betwt 
this bend of the river and the sun between 3 and 4 so that helped temper thingi 


is bend of the river and the sun between 3 and 4 so that helped tempei 
sixty minutes. ' 

:,Si S> fa r •' 

It was the best tour we have hadand somehow the pil rims arrived 1 


in a smooth progression so that there were no trying crowds that 

sometimes knot upat interesting points. < 

v • a - •. . . 


I think Natalie woried very hard both afternoon's from 1 until 
nearly 6 for the even flow o people meant she didn't' find time 
to,catch her breath. * 

c - ■ o ' • *'■ < ■ 

She brought me an'- elegant apple pie when she came down this 
noon and when Thelma and John arrived about 5, they brought the perfect gift 


in the form of cheese so that I hive both awaiting me when 

day is done. * »• 

4 it 1 : ■ t > ■ 

I happily report that none of I. S. Willard’s * 

assistants put in an appearance for 1 don't cate much for them and 


ass is 


them and 


the ones Ann W. Britton brought were just perfect for their 

jobs at hana. Corrine ScruggsConhann, Mrs. Leon — Luckille —Conahan 

and Mrs. K. D. McCoy, nee Lacasse, and Mrs. Clementihe Hunter 

held down ie African House along with Uesdames Earned Pratt, 

and five or six other ladbes kept things go ng at the b a ck of the 

African House where cokes, hot peppars and things were sold. 

At Yucca, Hatalie, of course, and Vrs. Hendricks, with t heir assistants 
dispensed hospitality and what went on at the big house, 1 don't know for 
I never went there. * 

oiwec v s h ** EilWoo <wW •• < » * 

The only a enry I saw ipcirculation was oe who passed this way 
tree time onSundayctfternoon. 


J .o *\ 5 1 sr 


v - v 


3 .') t C. ; 


I had Mrs. W a lker doing the roving amabassador's job, primarily 
contacting interesting people and gathering material for the 
record. Our paths sometimes crossed as between Yucca, theAfterican 
House and^hana and we could compare notis quickly and then 
attend to people, so many of whom seemed to want to 
chat „bout »one'thing or another 


I know not how mai y politicals were here but a goodly number, I 
suppose. Somebody named Kirkpatrick or Fitzpatrick or some 
such, currently running for Governor, turned out to be a perfect 
darling, I am told,but I don’t remember him. 
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«vr4 i>i 1 

SOI. 4 *U 


Dallas , Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Beaumont, Houston oli seemed heavily re¬ 
presented, I recall *ne very pleasant husband and whife from 
Orange, Texas, and we fell to diking a beut ttie Leutcher- 
Starks whem they knew. They teld me that Llorenz Kleiser 

died la st winter and that his wife, C$nstanoe, is iiew living either in !Iew i ork 
• r Hew erk State • It 3eems te me I reoal semeene menti suing 
Lorenz had been ill but if I had ever heard he had dined I had 
fergetten it. 

As fer the decerations by way sf fireplaces, larger tables, eto., the vege 
ble metif seemed te w erk eut fine fer the latter while butterfly lile.s ' 
in seme fireplaces and magnelia beweughs with their brunished 
green le a ves, gray cenes festooned with their scarlet seeds 
and eld fashiened flewers, —zinnias frem seed 3 sent by little Miss 
Lee, cexcemb and se en reunded eut things pleasantly enough. 

Perhaps the prettiest piece was fer the dining reem t a ble, I used the 
big baby's bath a s we describe the big eld white 
percelain soup tureen . J used a cream celerded geurd and 
a dark green geurd, —the ene type with the leng > „ 

handle and a big purple er violet eggplant, all r eating en small geurds, quince 
persimmens and se en, teuching up the cempesien with splashes ef big 
red and green belle peppar 9 and smaller het peppars, firey red, sticking 
sprays ef sweet elive leaves areund the edge ef the whole cempesitien ;ll 
and the effect w a s celerful bid pleasing. ¥ I used 
leng weeden bread trays fer Yucca and Ghana and and eld earthwgre 
ene fer the African douse with d q *8 •/ ekr a , red Inidan 
corn and yellew ears, net , te mention artichekes and se en 
and several people were kinH eneugh te remark upon them. ,. e 

A gentlem a n frem o&gange went te the t rouble te rapidly sketch ene 
ef these arrangements,'scribbling the celers ef the varieus * 
vctetables as he preceededed and said he'jas impatient' te 
get heme and see if he could capture in oil what, he was looking at. 

J a rued Pr a tt who is always kind to me brought me a chilled 
bottle t of sherry and then spoiled it'a 1 by tbioe asking'me if 
1 didn t think we should sample it. I had placed the . 

bottle in the bathroom which could be reached only by going 

through the boudoir where, each time, Mrs. Hendrick was busy with pilgrims and 
aside fr^em interrputing her good weork, I didn't myself need any wine 
te warm me up, cestimed as I was in tight vest\ with the thermometer at 97. 

Dr. Hawkins and Mr. Garner of Chantilly had Monroe friends with 
them. Celeste had gene to C hctitilly in the morning and they returned ■ ^ 


*9uu±e in zne oaznroom which could me reached euly by going 
through the boudoir where, each time, Mrs. Hendrick was busy wi 
aside f+om interrputing her good weork, I didn't myself need a»i 
te warm me up, cestimed as I was in tight vest\ with the thermo* 


\ SUM’. 


znem. ceiesze naa gene to ^haitilly in the morning and they returned 
theceurtesy visit in'the afternoon. So things turned . , 

a »d I reckon I shall refer te this Pilgrimage afain in the JStre , * t so 


It 


9 8v 0 r 

se 


much for this initial account at the end ef r busy weekend...... 

1 • jTiut yji'fat . iui 9i9v 9 9; eitooi . l«c v* uc*' -ci. tuo *> 1 

<j: • a >■.•*> 1 •< . ' vi 1 to *.*>• vit c'->r • 9 t • c. 

i r ie\' ijiu i.itui ' t • 

.sftiS **u«b 1 »o 1 





Monday, October 14th, 19 63. 

• v »•« •, . c. ; , ■ ' . i » ' ' ' v - » ' 

Memorandum j 

V.'. t W' . ' , ' v 

Continued fine warm weather with a 90- 
60 range between 3 p.m. a nd a.m. 

V V ; 1 J ■ • V. ■.. • V. 5 » 0 i > 

I did se much talk abeut Pilgrimage in yesterday's 
memo I may havp $mitted reference te the lovely note 
from Lyme received just prior to the weekend go-round. 

H was so nice having greetings from little Miss Lee aid being 
able to tell Matalie that she and I were being thought ef 
by the Lyme lady 

: i-v • •1 . 0 v v . v .■ 

Thelma went on the air this neon to give a preliminary 
a cco unt of the Pilgrimage which, among ether things, 
indicated it was more successful th~n the 
preceeding Q. 

a i.y. •, i , . 

■f have\i t had any^direct news about the success 
of the St.Augustin fair but as they sold out'on 
food stuffs Saturday and took in mere money than ever before, 
•»e may assume that when the Sunday figures are available 
it wi llpreneunce as correct the assumption that everything 
was rosey in that line ef ende n ver. 

,i ... 9: V C A . / . ff . , it i \\ y: i . ’ r ' ■ c-i '• 

In q way, I am more interested in the 
success ef the mulatto effort than that ef the Hysterical 
* I an-not thinking ef the financial success of the fair 

but suply the phenomenon ofwh e pesple frai the neighborhood, 
tue parish, the State and people froi ajartgk ng it 
as a metier of course that they sheulddine at the colored 
convent, breaking bread where people *ef color are dining 
and exchanging courtesies withpeeple of color 
serving the community and enjoying the repast. 

\ . : i: 0 ■' 1, ■' , t. ; v ■ .. o; , ... o 0 • - • * 

In 8flar P contrast to all the high-jinks going en 
m other parts ef the country at present, —plaquemine, 
Louisiana, Jackson, Mississippi, Birmingham, Al a bam a and 
a® on, I suppose it is re a lly remarkable, —and 
staggering if it.were known inr-such places that here 
t * n hanePivej' country, white people are journeying 
ever an entire weekend to partake of a nd with the food 
and in the same plaoe as t the colored folks. If that 
sentence is a little involed, so is the subject matter. 

3r, bi. .r.ti.; o<\ 0 


• ••••• a,id 19 dvne with people ef color was Lestau several years ago • 
His ap pearance there with a couple of negro friends caused 
a sensation more like a wave of astonishment than 


> 
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Tuesday, October 15th, 19 63 


Memorandumt 

Sunny and 90-ish by day, thin clouds antPcool by night • 
i •• ;i ; a- a: t vut. s;n '.ti ..t \ •. 

J ly day seem3 to have beejx jammed full of 
inconsequential things but I can't seem to think of anything 
of moment constituting any reason for rush • 

ftfrw. ■ » i &l>.< ioc.'nu "\,e &b> <ii SJ' s»:u -.4 £*.•'.• 

Ou«r ;t/»e coffee cups this morning there was continued- 
talk about the 1964 pilgrimage and some speculation 
as to the 1964 one • In the bungling of what little, — 
what mighty little has been planned for the 850th Anniversary 
program for next \f a y 8th a nd 9th, the 1964 Pilgrimage, moved 
up from October, has >aen advertised in the color pamphlet 
tuat went forward for this year's tour a month or two back • 

I believe you received that^ pamphlet, Mine* hostess thought 

that since the 850th thing was mentioned in that, Ijhe date would 

indeed have to be held in May, I expressed the thought 

there was a ”»p^e time to correct that date, Mine hostess agreed that 

everybody participating in the pilgrimage on the hostess side was 

exhausted at the end of e a ch day and that "the flower of Natchitoches 

womanhood" wouldn't feel much like swinging out in a Confederate 

ball next May at the conclusion $f a day on their,, feet devoted 

to receiving hundreds of people • Mrs • Vd ker a week or so <. 

b a ck had suggested nothing be done about the matter on the theory 

the whole thing would collapse from its own weight, —the 

birthday thing and the toUr combined • I am inclined 

to get the pilgrimage thing out of the picture for next may 

right now « I believe I can swing Thelma e a sily enough but 

I may have a little problem with Carmen who is haviug a 

fine time doing nothing except getting secret satisfaction in 

thinking she is running Charles who is supposedly birth day 

Chairman but who, so far as I can learn, hasn't done anything to get 

the thing going . . 4 , 

So far as I , personally, am concerned, it 
doesn't make any difference to me whether the ladies' feet are 
tired on the night of the ball or not, After all, I shall 
not be swinging out with any of them . I has an 
instinctive feeding, however, that the birthday thing is going 
to be nothing but a ball a nwiaV end that primarily for town gentry, 
and it seems ridiculous to let $ whim of a few short-sighted 
b a ll enthusiasts wreck the a nnual Pilgrimage which means so 
muchto so many as an established annual autumnal event,I 
think the pilgrimage shouldn't be bogged dawn .ktfqgjjbirthday 
thing and I think the birthday thing shouldsmqke us* 
of the pilgrim a ge to keep it afloat* t** 
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Wednesday, October 16th, 1965, 


. • ' 

Thelma called this meriting, asking if 1 had any suggestions 
fer her report en this year's go-round, I told her I 
h a d an idea or two fer her repert on plans fer next 
year's tour, such as scuttling Carmen's br a ve determinatien te 
cultivate bus leads ef scheel kids unshephereded by adequate 
guardians, If the children want te frolic en masse, lei them 
jeurney te seme public forest reserve er seme such I assume 
children en apilgrimage acoempanied by parents mi<ght g et seme 
enjeyment eut ef same witheut upsetting the tour fer ethers. 

Mob groups ef j£ year elds entirely * eut ef centrel by ay 
guiding hand certainly sheuldn t be cultivated, 

James oame te see me this afterneen, having driven dewn 
frem Shrevepert after putting Kay en a plane fer 
Uaye's this meriting', They had jeurneyed te Shrevepert 
last evening where they had dined and spent the night. As 
James dees net fly a itd as Kay ,,,,I nearly jumped 
eut ef my chair in that last sentence when I answered the 
’phene and theught the person said Kathleen but it turned *ut te be 
a mulatte neigh er, a lady in charge ef the feed seotien at the 
fair, calling en beh a lf ef the.organization te thank the 
Cane&iver Memo fer all the peeple it breught te them, 

r>, — t . . <= \ se ■' ' ■ 4 - 

Getting bck te James, since he deesn't p fly 0 »d since 
train and auto don't suit Kay fer such a leng trip, James 
tried te make arrangements for semebedy te ge with Kay but 
she eppesed that. Accordingly cent a ct was made in 
advance with St, Louis er Kansas City Travelers Aid, —only 
one ch a nge ef planes fer the rip, and thus there was someone 
te meet her, chat with her during the interim between planes 
a iid then see te it she was properly enplaned again, * 

The artist called me today te talk ever Saturday and Sunday 
contacts she had made in theAfrican House and she seemed 
happily disposed tfwa rd the world and wanted an Afrioan House 
plate She explained she.didn't,hade any money and didn t knew 
when she would get a iiy but wanteied the .plate anyway, never 
dreaming that the olerk had remarked* tT&dinner this neon that he had 
just cahsed a ceuple checks fer her frem weekend saletf totalling 
twice as much as Lestan sees in a month. Sly girl, the artist, 

. 

And new I mi^fWf^otetU3y and kneok off a column and then call it 
a day, I want tm§et thmlO e'cleok news to s ee hew things turned 
when Der Alte stepped today,••••• c 


ftOiW R 3 
(J ph b&V M i 


5i., Ser.i 


Memorandum: 

n «,• s:. b n y.ikutf ■■ >*v< .vs .o *• • ' • n 

Clear at flawn, three tenths ef an inch ef rain 
at 9 and the balance ef the day fair and warm. 

The artist came te see me this morning. She wanted 
a n African House plate, I theught she seemed might chipper, 
I learned this afterneen that Pa is b a ck from the hospital 
where he has been a patient fer many months, perhaps 
, mere th a n a year. At present, h a il and hearty, 

he r is staying with a daughter who lives up the read 
a piece, I'm glad the artist is net en my party line 
any mere fer C, jiunter and Joe Meteyer will be keeping 
that wire buzzing, l 


ban $v: 


SISiN' 

V/ J 


(S'- 


that wire buzzing, < 

Andy was supposed to come te help me this a fterneen. 

He did shew up indeed but at £ rather than 1, And 

'before we had emptied the living room conveniently fer 

house cleaning, James appeared and we pushed b„ck into 

place a ceuple ef chairs and it was nearly 4 when he 

left, Andy h a d v a nished but I caught up with him shortly after 

James had gene and we pushed the c airs eut ef deers again and 

Father Calahan oame into view. Back went the chairs. 

Father Calahan, approaching his eighty fifth birthday, 
seems 15 er £0 years younger. He said he had 
''walked ever instead ef telephoning te thank me in 
p rsonal contact fer shee-ing fair customers in 
the direction ef the Church ef St .Augustin, We talked 
about lets ef things, -•‘Wordsworth, Senaca, Horace a nd the 
writers ef Greek tragedies, He would like te ge and spend a few 
years in Greece delving into pre- - 
historic lore ef that regieu, Fer seme reason, 
he had never chance$ te see the butterfly lilies before 
and I must say he Saw them at their best, what with their 
stems searing at least a ceuple ef feet above one's head and 
the big clusters heavier with flowers a nd fragr a nce than ever. 

He made a t nete to ask me fer seme roots in March and he would 
like seme oandleabra seeds and sweet bazil seeds, 

. ■ i... ■ 1 • ; • 

^It was all very pleasant but it was leng after 4 before he had 

11 4 1 i- ]■ A il M • «k M « It V A lr A I I A M 4 >ll « /I I M M li A II A A 


and the chairs.went b a ck eut on the gallery and house 
cleaning get under way once mere, 

■j i 4, ;i J ~\ ;t'" > i .-V i' . '. i ■ '■ ?,.1 i 

James brought me something he had tern out •S the Shrevepert pa, 
either the'Iimes er Journal, 1 knew net which. We did net g et 
to read the article but, a s I understand it, it was merely 
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C IP s' 


a reference to the vegetable a rrangementin the dining room 
of the big house during pilgrimage, leading me to assume 
some scribe must have liked it, 

J suppose everytne now and then has the same surprise in the 
bath on discovering a bruise or discolorationsome place 
on thb body and momentarily has to cast b a ck in the mi no 
to recall what produced it, So it was with me last 
night when I noticed a big oldspet part w a y down my leg, A I ter 
rumaging around in my mind fer a minute or two, I discovered 
what I had completely fergotten and somehow hadn t noticed 
Saturday, Sunday or Monday night, that I had 
received quite a burn when, in -grabbing up a chair on 
Saturday morning when getting read for afternoon Pilgrimage, 
the chair had hit against my pant's pocket iniwhich tihere 
were, a bunch of keys and big old kitchen matches, the striking 
of the chair against same igniting the matches, burning 
a hole in the pocket a nd making a tremendous stench of burning 
sulphur and cloth whichl had no time to bother about other than 
to smother the fire and get on with the business to hand, 

Thelma was up and cranking up her phone this 
morning before 7, She and John went to Shreveport 
yesterday afternoon and on re ching home last nigh 
she found a message stating that her brother who livew 
inLafayette, had been rushed to Osahner’s hospital 
in Hew. Orleans,. Thelma was accordingly heading out for the 
Crescept City py 7:30, diving by herself and having 
no notion a s to when she might be returning. She 
had made a tentative date yesterday morning when she called, 
promising to bring down some films she and John had 
taken in east and west Berlin,Mont St, Michel and 


01S 


t., » C *1- 
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, in durn.9 **. .«».r 

Lait night whin I liar,, that .Mtrnr ml 
going to press for the last niyk time, I didn t 
§eem especially concerned about the demise of a 
tabloid about whioh I had never been interested, I 
was surprised to learn for the first time , —after all these years,’ 
that the Mirror was a Hearst paper, I don t knowwhat I 
thought n bout the identity of the publisher but guess I 
had never thought a nything q bout it other th a n it 
was a tabloid If find myself wondering it other segments 
of ttye Hearst newspaper empire are crumbling and 
must say I Can't shed a tear if such is the case,,•••••• 




it 




Thursday , October 17th, 19 63* 


Memorandum s 

bsioif 3 


SO* 


s'. I fol'-O 

C.eST 


i;j.. ’ 


Wtf 

fl 3 


Oil 




liitt i o 


so. 


Fair, The weather will remain t us, it is said,-for 
at least another week, enabling the majority of the ; 

river plantations to finish up this year's cotton crop. 

This plan tat ion, it is said, will have completed its harvest 
on the morrow. For this year at least the ootton harvest is 
finished before pecans s art to roll and that eeema to please 
everyone , 

This week's Enterpr ise carrisea a small likeness 
snapped while Dr, Hawkins and iesta* were in conversation 
in front of the Ghana House, I.inserted a notation a ccom>aning 
the issue to Lyme, mentioning that in the background 
one may see leaves of the b a nan a plants, some ribbon grass in the 
middle background xtid at the extreme left one of the red and 
white checkered t^lecloths draped over an ante bellum 
clothes drying frame, I mention the red and white cloth be¬ 
cause it may scarcely show in the black and white newspaper picture 
but the fact that it is red and white amongst so much greenery 


readily en a bles one to imagine how colorful it must be 
for the scads of camera enthysiasts using color film 
during Pilgrimage, 

In sharp contrast to yesterday, this afternoon's 


c it 


visitor's list was void which was very pleasant since I 
able f b a rge ahead and accomplish some of the things I 
do yesterday when I had an assistant who was unemployed 
the 


was 

wanted to 
mo t of 

time because of my visitors, 

. 

I discovered hundreds of tiny zinnia plants emerging from 
the good earth in the neighborhood where others flowered earlier 
in the season and self-sowed, I may have mentioned having 
discovered endless numbers of young tomato plants just 
coming up, too, I am not counting on home gjown tomatoes 
for Christmas since a November frjst will yiiock out the plants 
but I enjoy theixJresh greenery while it lasts, 
v f M 

Celeste 'dined at the country club thi3 noon 
and accordingly J, H, broke bread at the big house, 

Somebody said somethingabout the radio program. Life 
Line , and he asked if that was the one sponsored by H, L, Hunt, 
He said he had a response from Hunt the other day in response 
,.ic\ oitvi'"^' «* 

igtue r.itci sv*\ «•<»* v,st. fo «»• 
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U a note to him, inviting him to come and look . 

the place with a view to buying it. ^he response 3ta * ed 
that d. Lm. was too busy at the present tine, co noent jattwg 
all hisattention on displays being prepared for the W orb 
Weird's Fair. H. L. has his finger in so ** 

would be difficult to guess correctly what Particular 
line of endeavor he is preparing to unfold for public 
view at the fair. >.1- *■ * 

I was glad to learn thisafternoon through John's secretary 
that Thelma called from New9rleans to say that she found 
her brother remarkably improved and that she hopes to be 
able to return home by Saturday, Ibat will poe a se John 
because he always counts on her to aeoompany him . 
to the State Fair in Shreveport when the local college 
niavs its big g a me of the year - football —mth 
some other college, one from Texas, P« r **P®» a»d J^r 

of each institution always make it a point.to be P reB *' 
that game and the fesitivities proceeding and following it. 

Every 9 job obviously has its draw-b^cks and being a college 
president, especially in this State seems to roqi ire 
gifts in politicise atheletics and, if one has ime, 
administration.. 

I was pleased to hear a guinea hen cackling in 
the garden west of the big house and •» the south side of the 
Tucca avantcour, seemingly not far from the big palm tree. 

I gather she and her nest may have escaped the rijt.us 
children during Pilgrimage for I don't see her with the others 
but rarely. Prom this I assume she may be setting 
and I hope the four week interim is finished before he 
first frost and that her offspring fare better than those 
hatched out in the spring, not one.of whom survived 
the summer. 

I hadn’t thought about it^before but possibly some 
birds tend to mqte in the autumn as wellas Perhaps 

that a ccounts for the knockdown and drag-out 
between the big peacocks lately. ,J -he winner seems to be 
spending all.his time with the peahens a nd .they a reaver 
apart but the lo^er has obviouslyacoepted hied efeat and 
secludes l\imself, spending much of his daylight hours on a .stone 
bench in the white garden behind Yucca. October 
jogs along and I must take a turn in the h a na garden before foldu 
up alothgh today's new moon has probably long since set . 


Fair , 


. i’i lU J 


Several radio stat one in the southwest are 
giving news items about the drought. Monroe. La., 
reports sufficient water for thrity days, — a-city 
of a hundred thousand, I guess. Shrev port has enough 
to Last a year, it is said. A fair sized river runs through 
Monroe which ought to be helpful psychologically, 1 should 
think, even if the water isn't drinkable. 

James dropped in this afternoon and seemed to be in 
his usual good humor. He didn't have anything in 
particular to report but we enjoyed talking state and 
parish polit cs. Some gentleman named-Foushee, seems to be 
running against ylvan *fiedman for Senator. The 
other night at a church or school political gathering, 
theaforesaid Foushee objected to something the afresaid 
Friendman said and invited his political opponent to 
step outside .and settle the matter with their fists. 

That suggests whqt the aforesaid Foushee is like. linearly 
wrote his name as Fouohe with an accent on t he e which perha 
was the original spelling before getting intso 
its pesqnt odd spelling. 


getting intso 

. 


which perhaps 


‘^9n\ght ihere's a political meeting under tUe auspices 
of the .Citizens' Council being field at Provencal, southwest 
of Natchitoches, in the heart of hill billy country . The 
speaker is to be candidate Black, running for Sheriff. I 
know Mr. Black's nephew but never met candidate Black although 
I recall in the winter of 19 39-40, local plantation 
folks complained secretly that Mr. lack, then deputy Sheriff, 
was frequently invading the cabin o Elmer Johnson and 
knocking her about, trying to get her to tell him where 
her husband, Viotorine Johnson, was hiding after having shot 
a hill billy at a local honkeytonk. Elmer never told Mr. 

Black what he wanted to get out of her and not the least reason for 
her silence on the point was that she herself hadn't the slightest 
idea. Later Victor ine was picked up in •Jackson, Miss., of 
all places, .returMqd to thi3 parish, tried and although 
sent to pn^son for a while, was not condemned to death, a verdict 
that caused quite a flurry at the time. I shall h a ve a report from 
agents attending tonight's Provencal pow-wow and shall be intereste 
to h a ,v,e, particulars. My bet is that among those present will not be 
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IrvyKnetft, a spirant to the Ceunty Clerk '3 pest, Irvy doesn't 

knew it a nd I shall never let him knew that I am. aware his 

n a me is en the rester ef members efCitizens 1 Ceuncil members fer 

Irvy is cultivating the celered as well as the white vetes 

in the parish and nething weuld make b a llet3 disappointing te him 

from the celered side if any ef the veters in that category suspected 

he belenged te that assecnation ef lily whiters, • 

This neen the stere asked if 1 weuld give a teur te a mann 
ahd wife frem Detroit, fermerly ef Cane*iver, presently visiting 
here, I weuld, James being here, I invited him te make 
„ feurseme and it was all very.pleasant, The last name 
is Lerem, x hey weuld have difficulty passing fer negre - 
mulatto descendants, they are s» exactly like the coloring ef evrybody 
in the white bracket, 

Mrs, F a xton or Phaxten or seme such whelives in town, 
wife of somebody, a nice man, who is in seme co-oop thing, like 
Valley Farmer or seme such in which local folks are interested financial, 
called me this^morning, She h a s 'Something te.de with seme Travel Agency 
and I believe engineered Natalie's European trip, She 
wanted to knew if I weuld accompany -'her so 'is-w.ic >e, new 0.'Is j,ns 
or somewhere, to a travel meeting. Her point was that 
peeple H are always asking" fer me and that my presence weuld 
lend weight to efforts te advertise Natchitoches, I 
declined, Sf t e 3aid she is leaving fer Tekie, Heng-keng a ndCed 
knows where in the Far East in tend days but will be gene 
only 18 days after that and perhaps I would care te arrange 
to attend seme tr a vel meetings with her en her return, Imagine, She 
seems all steamed up about putting ever the 220th birthday 
thing, explaining that "You knew^harles, as chairman, will do 
a wonderful job but, ef course, we shall have to help". 

Hot knowing of anything Charles has dene thus far fer the May 
fand a ng^, I a m net at all interested in hlping a nda8 
for going en tr a vel jaunts, I'm net even going in the direction 
of the front gate en my own volition, 

•> , :»j-i.ij'. nsili t >i ~ i. • 

Over the coffee cups this morning I learned that mine hostess 
and husband will journey te the Shreveport fair en Sunday, I 
shall preb n bly dine with James in town as he has invited me en occasion 
but i have always declined .recently what with one thing and 
another requiring my presence here. It is hoped Pat and Juanita B, 
will go with them , 

,,er t •: • '• . s 

Today is Teesie Millspaugh's birthday, ~ Mrs, Giles MHl S p a ugh 
and there will be a party for the girls en the morrjw next deer,, 

I think l shall observe, the ecoasien a day in advance ef the party by 
cutting myself a slab-ef the applepie Natalie brought me 
en Sunday, "nd may the weekend be peaceful in Lymk,,,,,, 


Sunday, October 20th, 19 63 


Memer andiimt 
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Monday, October 21st, 2963 


Memorandum 


Fair with thermometer readings continuing to 
run from 2 to & degrees above normal. 

,'s v,u. - .V A: . /■ u ' : ‘ 

Everybody seemed to be busy today around and 
about. The merchent-planter flew down toBatonRouge this 
morning to confer with his elder brother because, it is 
said, their youngest brother is insisting on an 
immediate sale of the estate . 


ladies from Houston u waiting me and I finally ge* 

them, —one had once lived inCoburg a long 

time age, and then on to other ladies and 

and fatnally, along a bout first dark when I was trying 

to round up some supper, some people from Natchitoches 

named Cebb or some such and it was dark before they left. 

rhere was one intelligent couple during the afternoon with 
couple of smJ. 1 children, the dean of Louisiana College 
down Alexandria or Pineville w a y. The gentlem a n, Ke V\ le3 > . 

or some such and his wife, Doreas, were quite charming, he stemmim 
from Georgia and the wife from flewOrleans . 

ii ..iit ' r ' ,, 

As my neighbors across the fence were p'l a nning to 
go to the fair inShrevport today, I wig-w a gged 
James and we dined at the Town House this noon, but I 
asked James,to bring me back immediately afterward 
as I was expecting more people. He returned with me and 
we chatted until 3:30. At 4:15, the Heines family from 
town with kinfolks from Oklahoma city came. Mr. H a tnes was 
once a representative in the State Legislature and mighty dull and 
Mrs. Wagner whom I had expected, bringing Miss .<*\ d . m ™ a . 

with her arrived, Miss Huey being in charge of the Natchitoches 
Parish library. It was all around and about and finally 
the last of the day’s vis itors >wene gone and it ••• 
was first dark and the peacocks and guineaA, already having 
gone to roost, changed their minds on seeing my shadowy figure 
heading toward home, all flying down for a deep twilmght 
supper • 

I had eaten no breakfast and accordingly did real well 
by the fired shrimp at the town house. I am beginning 
to get a little hungry now but sshall not 
sample the orange chiffon cake Mrs.Wagner brought me 
but rather shall attack a tomatox salads of sorts. 

On Saturday morning the overseer brought in a package 
ot* instruments, —or was it Friday morning, discovered m 
a pasture and mighty pretty instruments they were. 

There were elaborate instructions on the package as to 
how the thing should be re-packed and sent to some laboratory in 
Joliet, Illinois, —the package being thermometers ^ barometers 
and so on, dropped from some baleen miles high in the sky....... 


On the home front there were people and people taking 
up the greater part of the daylight hours. The morning in¬ 
cluded Father Couvian, formerly at Natchitoches and now at 
Glenmora or some such place below Alexandria. He brought 
an elderly lady with him who cared no more about what she 
was overed to view than did the Couvian dog who never 
is interested in anything either. 

i I • • 

By appointment at S in the afternoon came Father 
Wilbur Cloutier from town. He brought twenty one 
children from the convent. They were all around 12 and 
the group was rounded out by a nun, pei^haps the Mother Superior, 
a nd a couple of remarkably dull grown up females. The 
children were a\ gels, behaved like human beings and, 

I believe, enjoyed the hour and a half they were here. I 
had almost forgotten how fine the tweleve year oldsters could 
be, what with all the harum-scarum wild Indians of the tour. 

■ ; • ~ " ■ " '• '' 

TheMiterprise called this afternoon around 5 to 
ask if anything should be added to an> obituary about 
to be put on the wire service. It reported 
the death in Connecticut of Rosalvn Aswell . It 
stated she had died in her sleep. As survivors her son 
was named, —I forget his first name, as given, perhaps David, 
and, interestingly enough her son’s last name was given 
as Guyselberg, or some such although 1 have no idea »f the 
spelling. As Rosalyn’s first husband was Melvin Dougin and 
bef ore she married JamesAswell, Gueisleberg, 1 assume, 
must be the name of the man whose stage name is Melvin Douglas. 

The other survivor mentioned was Rosalyn’s mother, Mrs. Hightower 
of Gainesville, Georgia. I knew Rosalynd’s aunt lived inG a inesvil 
but after I had hung up, it occured to me that the last I 
knew, Athens, Georgia had always been the Hightown home town but 









_ 
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Tuesday, October 22nd, 2i/63. 


inability to get the wire made it impossible for me to check 
on this point before the news item was put on the wire service 
and 30 I shall not know until later which town should have 
been named and 1 don't see that it makes much difference 
although one would like to be correct if•possible in the 
least detail, *''■ 1 i;v - 

’’ sc ■ - " • ' • 

At the coffee hour this morning and tonight at supppy 
I learned first from the wife and then the husband that 
yesterday's adventures in Shreveport had been wearing, 

It sterns they had invited Sister to dine with them at 
n oon before go nig to the Jair, *hen they stopped at her 
house to pick her up, a veritable banquet was awaiting 
them, all eut of line in abundance including 

pork a beut which Sister laughed, saying she knew Celeste wouldn't 

like it that that should be served since J. H, isn't 

supposed to eat pork,. Finally they all went to the fair and 

Sister got lost and there was a let of chasing abeut by J, H, in 

a search for her. She was finally tracked down and 

she laughed and said .she had seen some ef the scurrying a bout 

by J, H, but had no idea, ef ceurse, anybody would be 

leeking for her. In short, the whole business seemed to 

run along the usual incredible lines and some present 

took asperin and everybody returned home exhausted, 

X. 2 ' ‘ . i 

The post brought several letters today but I bundled 
them all into the armoir awaiting the morrow since my day 
was so rigged as to be full when secretaries were 
ava liable , 

* . 

.I learned today that the Walker s have a new house servent 
who, acco ding, to report, was servent at 1226 Williams 
/ Avenue during AuntWillie's stay at-that address. It is 
said that Aunt *illie proptoses returning to 1286 before 
Christmas and ± am wondering if the servent will then 
return to the second housh above the Walkers or if she will 
remain in her present post, &he is said to be working to 
get sufficient money to finish her 4th year at college 
and I hold the thought that where ever she works, she may 
be successful, . t 

■ rt -v a \ i C\ ll i It vj iS V' i* 0 \.S) 

^ . v v- *, ^ ■ ‘j” . 'i * | • *>» 

Naturally my thoughts keep returning to Rosalind, 
a child endowed with too many gifts in painting, writing, 
music and no stability at a ll, I think of our friend 
in the old country, too, and hope 3he is getting adjusted to 
the void that yawned so unexpectedly before her recently,,,,,,,. 


i\ o e. \ J 

Memorandum* 


Win 


Fair, 

!iT5>' iiS • ?• '• l • ’- *'1 V ; **»»'•'* *''• 

It was so nice to be able tocompare notes with 
little Miss Lee, thanks to the dandy letter from 
Lyme, dated the 18th, • 

I hold the thought the pressures may be relaxing 
a bit and that each day will see them lessen. In 
the mean time I hold the thought a ll energies may be con¬ 
served for whateveris being demandedon the local routine and 
that merely a card will find its wayinto • the mail until 
such fime as one has really had a chance to catch one 's breath, 

•s.m j 3 5 S' . 3 iU L ; \J Lity *0 • i 

o.— The camera study ,, as mentioned in the letter, 

goes forward ~TKe~Jame post taking this letter. As 
the latter will come to hand before the former is received, it 
is perhaps well for me to remark that once should be 
prepared for what may be an initial shock in 

viewing the thing since the darkness of the composition may suggest 
an Fthopian coloring, due to several factors, including 
a natural tan which did not show up in the Enterprise news 
picture mentioned in the letter from Lyme, and a lso 

to the fact that the composition was made in the shade of a pecan aga ; 

a b a ckgroundof white clouds or dszling light blue sky, —I 

forget which. After the initial shock is over, perhaps the 

study will come into better adjustment of 3ight and so 

appeqr less striking. No re-fouching was done 

by the photogapher so that all personal imperfections are 

obvious, 1 assume and even at least one that somehow 

crept in unaccountably, I refer to an unexpected 

hevy line fx running from the nose to the corner of the 

mouth which,.I am^told, somehowgot into the picture through 

some 3hadowfrom the contour of the cheek but as 

1 cannot make it out, I, myself, wouldn't be able to go into that. 

If you think it worth while, you might jot down the date 
on the back of the thing, —summer of 19 63 or whatever 
the date was, —June or July, as I recall. 


an 1 w 
5 A i 

?>^stasi<i ' 


toeompare notes with 

dandy letter from 

. n 






p Today turned out remarkably different from my 
original intentions which had been to accomplished 
a heap of out of door thing, none of which were achieved end 

l u vp« ft ' i a s.' 'i 0 ?. i n pAtvr ns; 5 
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Wedhesday, October 23rd, 19 63. 


I can't say why ether than the fact that a fleck 
ef unexpected things get the agenda clutter up, 

I did transplant the white eleander that Mrs* 

W a gner brought me en Sunday• I put it in • ' 

the nertheast cerner •S the white garden where 

I think it will be pretty eneugh altheugh I shall 

prebably meve it te a spet where the seil is richer semetime 

later, . 1 

James drepped in areund 3 this afterneen as 1 was just 
in the midst of seme business er ether and half an 
heur later Dr, Talley ef Hew Orleans appeared , 
unexpectedly, I think she had mentiened today's date 
when she was here last time but I had fergetten • 

She did say she weuld be b a ck this way again sometime 
in the latter part ef February •«. 4s she and James 
are' two ef the artist's best 

patrons, and as they had met befere, it was pleasant fer all three 

ef us te de a round about primitiue art and then go 

en te what's cooking in the medioal profession and 

so en to politics, Betn guests left at 5:20, le a ving 

me ample time to give the birds their supper, I had 

net ceun'ted en the store stepping up its time fer supping, 

however, and it turned out that J, R,, Irvy and Eugene 

had finished befere J appeared at the usual heur ef 5:30 at this 

season ef the year, Dereatha and 

I are trying te cook up seme sort ef a sehedule fer 

the supper heur te cemba >- thestretohing ef that magical moment 

from 5 te 7 e’eeck when the pecans start rolling, I 

never care when I sup and 4 er 7 can be equally convenient fer me 

a nd Doreatha but she finds it frustrating te prepare 

supper fer five e’leck servicing and have folks shew up 

at 7, If she gees en the 7 o'clock heur and they 

turn up at 5, that is disconcerting, too,% As fer 

myself, I resent the lest time ef a couple ef hours, waiting 

fer the pecans te 3 top rolling or fiddling aw a y my time 

u>ai ting for either* ereatha or the store -folks to make up 

their minds, I hope we may- geji things better 

rigged up ii{ the days ahead, -- <. 

* 

I am beginning to dismantle the several parterres 
in the *hana garden ef the bamboo supports thatheld up 
the luxuriant tomato plants in the summer, I want t e get 
the place free ef such encumberances so the place may be 
ploughed forthwith and an autumnal garden planted,,,,. 
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Memorandum: 

< . v'. itc i 3aa\ .v\ .. ’ . i 

Fair, 

j ■ 3: • nc.\ ii ba r.&friu a.' . a'*iv.a 

I was reminded that summer, net even 
Indian summer, can be expected te last all winter 
when this morning's pest brought me a package 
looking like a box an overcoat might come in bu 
it turned out te be net .an overcoat but 
an electric bl a nket ef bright red material, sent 
by the Walkers, I suppose I shall use it 
in all good ti e but thus far this seasenone inclines 
te dream mere ef electric fans, 

. i.. 

My agetts report that Charles and^uth 
Cunningham get b a ck from their Eurepeai jaunt en Tuesday, 
Charles suffering from a cold caught inReme, They 
did London, Rome and Paris, I believe and perhaps 
a step er twe in between. As I recall, 
they left here en the 28th ef September 
and accordingly must have swallowed Europe in 
gulps, 

K a;.’ o . ' ‘ j l • " ■ - ' tVk ' • 

The best part ef my day came at dawning 
when I busied myself in theQhana garden long 
befere the peacocks were out ef bed, Never earj.y 
risers, they pe rhaps linger longer in the tree tops 
when it is cool and so miss the early bird worms 
when I try getting ahead ef the sun, I gathered 
seme pretty eggplant and experienced the same twinge 
I alw a ys de when moving such lovely 
vielSt glebes from the tender green of 
the plant and pushing the vegetables 
in the direction ef the kitchens ef the big house and 
the one cress the fence, 

,«\ i a m : c. i • .. . . l‘ - 3 l • 


unuts . .'■) i.4 in>:i ■ U -'. . ‘ 

I get a Hg package wr a pped fer Mr3 .Wagner 
this afternoon and felt very noble about that because I don't 
like making packages, On^unday she had 

* ■ <'■ ' : rc 2 iO e . 

ifl IV' • > * V' • -"i- 4 - 
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j u! 1 

Hi 


etu;. Lou f 


bbrought the white oleander plants in 
a feet tub a kout three feet leng and perhaps a feet 
wide at the large bulge, I.am 
sure she intended it for me but j felt sure she 
ioeuld be happy te have it back fer her ewn garden¬ 
ing eperatiens in planting thtigs fer ethers, Finally 
I found a oardbeqrd box big eneugh te held the 
metal tub and filled it with a variety ef 
larger gourds, the enly varieties 1 have this 
year and 3hall ship the whele thing en the 
morrow, I don't knew if Mrs, Vagner cares anything 
abeut geurds but I'm sue she will-find the seeds they 
contain will prsvide her and her friends with planting 
material they will enjey in the spring, 
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Seme greup ef civttaens made up ef celered veters 
asked the varieus andidates running fer parish effices 
ts speak te their greup enTuesday night, They made a schedule 
3 e that a candidate ceuld appear befere the gathering 
and state his. views en varieus matters pending, with 
e a ch candidate being advised by 'phene when the 
10 er 15 minutes allettedhim was available , therebye making 
it a time-SqVer fer candidates aMid# at the same time making 
it pessible fer the candidates te ceme, speak their 
piece and depart witheut h a ving te sit threugh a whele 
eveni ng •f ether speeches. It i3 interesting 
th.at eneFeushee er Feshee er hewever, running fer 
Senator, stated teday lie did net appear while Senater 
Friedman, alee running fer the same pest, remarked that 
Fe.shee had speken just befere Fr iendman hrd. One 
wenders what is behind this denial • One thing is certain, 
Feshee is a racial bigot and perhaps didn't want his hill 
billy supperters te knew he weuld acknowledge he 
existence ef vetes by people ef celer, 
v,'3 V. 61 8 >' • .3 it S»>4 \« ■ ItC 3*0513 I Si'4 Hi 

This year's pest Pilgrimage period is 
fellewing the usual pattern in that endless 
numbers ef people, set in motion by publicity 
fer the tour, get around to explere the neighberheed, net 
during the scheduled time, but rather in the weeks that 
fellew. My day was cluttered up with these peeple and 
tomorrow I have quite a number ef ether peeple .. 
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Tfiursday, Octeber 84th, 2963. 


Memorandum: 


Fair, Tenight's UBC er CBS pri2e news cemmentatsr 
stated that Indian Summer centinuesfrem Maine teArkansas , Vhy 
the Arkansas step, I weuldn't knew since peints further seuth 
west are ebvieusly in the same belt, 


and 


I CK 


ST 


I haven t much t$ say f%r things accomplished today,— 
tee manypeeple drepping in. There were three visitatiens befere 
11 after which James drepped in unexpectedly at 22:30 
rema ining fer neen dinner and returning te Yucca until 
8, Then came the Sears,Reebuck manager frem tewn, bringing 
his wife, I had given an appeintment threugh theWalkers 
and was pleased the visiters were enly a little ever a quarter 
ef an heur late, The wife claims Alexandria, La,, as 
her native habitat while her husband hails frem 
Waxahachie er hewever ene spells the name ef that Texas tewn. 

They were pleasant, appreciative and en the. dull side The wife 
gracieusly said she was a reader ef Cane^iver Meme and 
weuldn't think ef missing a » issue and said she theught 
the enes abeut animals the best. It chanced that when 

she made that statement Lew P a ul and Louella and jiwia Cesta Let 

were within easy view and I named them fer her and 
she said 3he liked the names but had never heard ef them befere and 

asked me why I never wrete about them and I told her 

Ididn't knew. 


A 0 3 0 V 


eq 


At' dinner mest ef the table talk was abeut peiitics although 
it was remarked parenthetically abeut something er ether that 
Winthrep Rockefeller had written he weuld have purchased the 


1 


local Aab ef real 
er some 3Uch, 


e state had he net 


w 




recently 

A. •)<; . A 


heavily invested in cattle 


a: 


1ST. 3 


•\ s 


4 »U 


Along about 1 ;30 this afternoon, I heard the sound of a great 
thumping beyond the bamboo hedge ef the white garden in the 
direction of seme pecan trees, Barnes asked me if I recognised 
the sound and I told him L had never heard it befere but ceuld 
easily imagine it te be a woodpecker as big as an elephant drilling 
ahele in a slab ef granite. He enlightened me en the 
maker •f the racket, —a mechanical contraption 
designed fer shaking pecan limbs laddeaeded with pecans • 

At suppertime tonight, Dereatha told me she was certainly 
going to climb into bed early tonight, She said the mechanical 
pecan 
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pecan limb ah a ker had been operating during the afternoon 

and that foolishly she had gene t» pick up pecans but 

felt the scramble'Wasn 1 1 worth it. It seems that 

25 er 30 ether peeple had had the same idea as Deretha and 

had flecked te a tree whenever it was being shaken and that 

twenty five peeple under a 'Single treejuat a beut tramped inte the 

greund meat ef the pecans that had ceme dewn and that 

an afterneen ef sedate laber had turned inte a mad heuae ef 

rushing and scuffling frem tree te tree and that it 'was 

all tee rugged and net sufficiently remunerative fer her and 

that she was ae tired she couldn't think ef anything but 

f el ding up, 

I didn't hear the neen news and assume it was reperted 
then that Seme Greek gentlem a n get this year's Hebei Prise fer 
hi8 peetry, One ef the afterneen visiters mentiened this 
fact and I mender that the majer news reperts t,enight 
failed te mentien it. Perhaps it's the 


4 am 


same eld tendency ef the majer 
iy geing te happen rather than 
I m gladsemebedy in the 
I' 


Ttt 

4r 


’m 


peetry 
ef a 


networks, —telling yeu what 
reperting what actually has, 
sectien get the award and 
smaller ceuntry, I must 
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Friday, Octeber 25th, 2963. 


Hemerandumi 
Fair, 


u 




8T « 3 i fr. S ! 


4r 

a? 


glad it was a citisen 

say, hewever, I have been wendering if thcGreek gentleman 
writes hi3 verse in medern Greek and if there are many judges 
en the/iebel jury acquainted with that language. Perhaps 
this particular peetry is readily iranslatable inte ether 
lnaguages but it is unique if it can be successfully since 


■ r. 


peetry, it seems te me, is semething that 
beggars translatien and that fr the meat 
ef peetry I have knewn are the enes which 


almest 
part the tran3latiens 
another peet, as wenderfulj 


the eriginal lines, is able te 
geed but usually different frem 
be translating, 

this way this afterneen were twe 


V.ir 

■ 


endowed as the w riter •j 
create semething equally 
the verses he is said te 

k>v; 1 \\ bit bb'ABD 

Ameng ethers passing 

yeung men frem Shrevepert and a sister ef one new living 
in flew York, I was busy with ether peeple when they 
appeared at Yucc a » One yeuth identified himself as having werked 
here at me time with Carelyn Ramsey, He a sked where 
she was new and I teld him he had seen her last and he might 
tell me. And se the flew ef Indian Summer and 
pilgrims centinue and I seem tired with all the 
uninvited visiters,,,,,, 
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I think 1 mentiened the new mechanical centrivance 
that is attached te a racter andis designed te 
shake pecan limbs se that all the pecans fall eff, 

Ihe plantation has acquired twe ef these centraptiens 
and pecan trees aredisgerging pecans at a great 
rate. This newdab ef farm gearhas abeam er pele 
abeut 30 feet in length, raised or lowered from its 
hor isontal position by tractor pfwer. At the end 
ef this keamis a V er a V sh a pped ferk whichre^ches up 
against a big limb ef the tree and seme kind ef a device 
meves the beam and therefere the U at the end 
and when a g a dget is meved, the beam shakes the limb 
mightily and the pecans ceme raining dewn, 

. . . : > a t ■ ■ 

I gather that this is anether l a ber Saving 
device and in its turn will tend te eliminate human 
laber 9 hasten the harvest and, i,n the end, 
contributete further migrations to cities by plantation 
hands, , i ■ 

v «. 

Up until this season, (zed and Mother Mature 
h a ve taken care ef dislodging the pecans frem the 
trees. It usually requires a heavy rain or 
a mild frost 1 4 start' them tumbling, This 
method is gradual and grewn-up3 and children 
3pend prefit a ble hours during fjevember and December 
and sometimes January and February and even Marohpursuing 
the harvest. With this new device, hewever, with 
the weather dry and the temperature mild, 
the pecans can be removed whenever one pleases and 
a tree that has been shaken will be finished sefar as 
future searching fer pecans is concerned, once it has 
had its going-over, I assume that when 
this new method gets into full operation, the harvest 
may be achieved in a few weeks in contrast te a few months 
wps formerly the ca>se, % That automatically raises the 
. Pro blem&i What are the field hands te do with their new 
found leisure, 


as 
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Sunday, Octtber 87th, 1963, 


In pleasant contrast to yesterday's flow tf 
visittrs, there were ntne today, I 

was glad to make the mtst tf the freedom tt get a dozen 
gardening chtres taken care tf and set tt rights a 
fleck tf things ttt ltng neglected since Pilgrimage, 

o ; ^ £ i V; '. \ t Jr 0 T. '\ ii j *1 .< '' i.-j .V 0 GJ 5 S 

• Across the fence the coffee htur was mtved up 25 minutes 

st mine htstess wtuld h n ve ample time tt run in tt 
the Ctun ry Club where a ptlitical tea was being given 
by stme ttwn lawyer's wife ftr theGillis Ltng 
female enthusiasts, Five hundred invitatitns had 
been issued.and, acotrding tt a subsequent frtm a nether agent, 
abtut 75 ladies put in an appearance, It 
is saidthe charming wife tf Senattr Ltng was 
in the receiving line Huey L tng's sister, Olive Ltng Cotper, 
was als) present although she has already stated in the press that 
she isn t gtmg tt vete ftr Gillis Ltng, even thtugh her 
nephew, Russel tf the U, S,Senate is b a cking him, 

C-l. ••• ■ i i T •> ■ ■ • K fc. . i TS i‘ . 

I learned ttday ef an auttmtbile dtings dtwn the rtad 
a mile^tr st that happened tn Mtnday morningartund 
8 tr 9 t'cltck, Stme tf thcWashington f a mily I kntw ntt 
negtres, l supptse figured in the dtings, . The mtther 
and her bty, perhaps a dtzen years tld, were driving altng 
when the car left the rtad and ran intt the river, gting 
dtwn below the water's surface, By stme miracle, 
they gtt the dttr tpen and btth were back tn 
dry grtund within a minute tr twt, new washed and unhurt, 
and shtrtly after the car was pulled ’ tut * 4s 
has been remarked beftre, I dtn't wonder st many people 
in highway dtings but simply marvel st many survive, 

I palled Amerlia Htmes Aarons today tt thank her ftr her 
card frtm nice. She and Hr, Aarons, he frtm Cumberland, Kentucky, 
were married a tokile back. He is a plain man, Ameria has 
never been anywhere, They have entugh money and st decided tt 
gt to JLurtpe to see what it wckS abt-ut, spending one week in the dti 
And where did they gt, why, tt Nice, tf course, where they spent th 
week and then flew back htme and it was all wonderful tt Ameria and 
it filled me with wonder, tot. Verily, there's no 
accounting ftr taste in travel as in other thtngs . 

. S" Hi • 
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lUis morning's newscast tn the ndtitn networks 
said nothing a btyui the hurricane that has been"httvering n artund 
the Carolina coast. Something was mentioned last night a btut 
a heavy rain artund Charleston, Frtm this I conclude that 
he hurricane aj.s broken up tr mtved tut to sea, Ifie '■ 
hurricane Season ought to be ctming to an end shtrtly, I shtuld 
think, At least I dtn't remember anything a btut 
tnes tearingaround in November and I do remember how often 
histtrians have remarked that Ctlumbus was luckier then he 
, ever realized, arriving in the West Indies tn October 18th, 

"ftiltwing the hurricane season", « 

There was a family meeting at 3 this afternoon at 
the sttre. The General and wife jturneyed up frtm BatonRouge 
and Joe and Dpn were expected frtm ttwn, I assume it 
had to dt with the salt but I have hqard nothing as yet. 

At dinner this nttn. Celeste said she wtuld invite June and 
Juanita A, dtwn ftr card3 this afternoon while their 
husbands were in conference and that she would call me tn 
the 'phtne at supper time, I ttld her, and by gtlly it 
was the truth, that ^arnes had invited me tt break bread with him 
this nttn but that I had decline, and then I hurried tn tt say, 
and this wasn't the truth, that I wtuld have supper in ttwn with 
him instead, <• 

. 

If memory serves, Ibelieve I, S,Willard mentioned 
Octtber 28th as the-date tf her return. Nobody has heardd 
frtm her except a solitary card tha.t apparantly w a s miled when 
her boat decked in France artund October 8th, Perhaps 
she hasn't had time ttwrite tr, if st, possibly she posted 
them by regular mail in which case delivery will prtb a bly 
be made after she herself gets back,. I 

posted an air mail tt her tn the 14th, sent tt Greece, assuming she might 
be there sometime and feeling she wtuld interested in 
learning htw things went tn .the 18th and 13th, —Pilgrimage, 

;!'*• t e ■ '' - - * ' 

I am amused at the criss-crtss develtpement in 
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. t t f « 

a proposed Spring visitation, tentatively brought to the 
surface by a group of ladies from Be a umont, Port Arthur or some 
place in Texas. They wrote the Hysterical Ladies, saying they 
had so much enjoyed the food at the church across the way during 

the recent pilgrimage that they would like to make an outing 

over thi 3 way in the Spring, but they didn't mention any date 
and they didn't say how much a bunch would be* TUey 
thought if the church would like to serve f*od similar to the 
pil rimage fare and have some hpnd made things as souvenirs 
for sale, it all woul be just dandy* Chat was 
not much to go' on but I cranked up t he 'phone and sketched 

the request to the mulatto lady having charge of food but 

realized that without a solid number of customers and 
a positive date, —there a re so many Saint Lays and all 
such, that not much could be accomplished onthe.first go sound* 
Well, we shall see what we shall see and may the Lord bless the 
Texas ladies who can conjure up a frolic so far in advance» 

Ihe 250th birthday celebration is scheduled for Hay 8th and 
9th, of course, and perhaps when the ladies find that out, they 
will want to grab for that • Itie Churoh, however, isn't 
likely to be having a fair at that time, however, but 

that will be for somebody's consideration along the way. 

' ’ * 

r \ ^ \ S, r * 4 . 0 (3 l* r \ '»'■ v# .it-- 

Ihe Parish political pot continues to boil with 
increasing intensity and probably with increasing demands 
on the candidates purse, I assume newspaper advertising 
increasing. Whether the Parish a spirants have taken to the air as 
'■yet, I wouldn't know but the box socials are increasing in 
frequency, first in one school, then in another allaround 
the rather extended area from Red River to Rapides Parish lines. 
Somebody in a community drums up a political rally and 
neighborhood ladies prepare box suppers, —fired chicken, 
potato sale, cake and so on, as I understand it, I may 
have mentioned all this efore b t I repeat it because it 
seems to me something of a novel way of doing things. When 
the candidates arrive there are the usual speeches after which 
the boes are auctioned off * the candidates bidding against each 
other. When the fin a l box has been disposed of on the 
auction tiaxx block, the candidate invites the persons 
nearest him to_partake of the food* It is said the boxes 
sell from five dollars upt to around fourty dollars, and when 
the December voting day comes, the candidates must be 
plumper than when they started, —plumper physically, that is, 
but poor of purse. Verily there must be some compensation in 
winning an election, what with 30 many people wearing themselves 
out to get the votes,,,,,,,. 
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Monday, October 28th, 1963, 
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Memorandum*. 

Fair and a little cooler, sort of 80* 

It was a busy enough day all ortund ^siVtVrlnd 
ackomplished. The S. 0,'s remained f \ in 

... . ■ will not depart before the morrow IheOeneral dropped 

ter a few minutes this morning and returned this 
afternoon but I mitfsed him what with James being here. He 
Z11 feme again ... the m.rr.w. He teli •» at .upper. 

Jan., rep.rts Having talked Xoj, Sc.turda y 

night. She r.p.rt, the d.ot.r has »«*•*«£tf Z/gr... 
her crutches and site seen, te he mating f ^itheut 
in her effect te malt in chat (. h.ped te he vttheut 
even a cane shortly. James believes she is f y 9 
b a ck along a bout Ihursday. 

Tedag's pest mas plentiful hut the meet impsrtant 
item remains tucked away tn the arnetr awaiting 
a secretary on the morrow. *be no-acco nt 






V s A 




^ b 






A a iv 




S J bo ' '\ 9 


i-ft a 


a secretary on » --.. , .. _ 

letters consisted mostly of aiWriij '**Uu card 
about pilgrimage and so on. I thought the Thank lou cara 

from Father Wilbur Cliutier, signed by a number of 

youngsters who came in l&st Monday 3 *f ur _ 

the twelve year olds wa3 quite gaV• let * 

to the Reverend Fdthermust have been P** ted 

same time his was to me. 1 simply dr9 ^. d ' he and the 

o note telling him what a fine set of ohtldrenhe ana 

Mother Superior had brought forth into the country. 

' '. i- V 'i U ,0 0, 

My radio news listening schedule has been 
somewhat out of joint during the past 48 thot 

but there were one or two snatches I chanced up 
interested me much, llte first was 

the news tonight that demolition of Pennsylvania » 

a landmark whose passing I regret for 39veral J * 

first and foremost because of a moment there m 
the autumn of 1939 when saying goodbye to a lived one 
when Lest a n v)assaying au revoir. It 
only a moment in Penn station but it is just a s 
vibrant after decades as it waP then. 






It is one of the few big buildings I ever knew, the 
grandeur of whose interior far and away emlipeed its 
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• C* . ■ v -»* ^ • > ■ k ^ wV ^ i'» t 'L 

° h i n °nl d Uat , tne day last week in writing 
a ctlumn fer next Thursday s paper, I speke ef Caraoulla 
the email Emperer whese b a ths inspired the a rchitects * 
in designing Penn statien. Aleng a beut Thursday 

* r A r l dc +j last wee k» after I had pested my celumn, James 
pissed this way and made seme reference te the same 
Emperer s death abeut which he had $een reading. I had 
keen se accustemed te preneuncing the werd witbeut 

n an**Vccent • n^f^ 2 *** 2 * 1 Wa3 irn P re8 sed when he put 

news that* acceunt ef anether item in tenight’s 

te he^setethu^n \ f *ave surprised me but did. It seemed 
99 S0Vlethin 9 abeut a letter frem Sen fl ter Geldwater t» 

Zfe d reit V sY K »' T ~ 

the ttidentl tW ^ ft ° 3 # ten 9pined tfiat 

iff IVA ° v 9 f i ,me •rganiaoiien er ether te feretell 

isdepths ever a helidayweekend 
is siij.y eecduse an average ef 1 00 Deede are kilim* 

a V l r da d u a hei n id Way a ” d tliere S tre U ia 8i Uu *• anneunce that 
500 pe y eple 1 and y se 3 en tiH Ted 9 *i? 2 ?°° pe9p * 9 > a f ive *ay heliday 

ZVtVreftl VustlXl^g 

gjy- 

ml y wln+i 3hahle3 i n tlie tpen l»ng, 1 recken. 

MentanSnIZ rep9rt *enti,neda 15 degree reading in 

ef the geese P and a dfirk ftat a 3 8t9ppi}l 9 U P the migratitn 

4«; #/ s " s * 

«Ss;* : I b V* sp '^“ s * 

i: # -r *^ a ‘ nat 

tne Jlymye ... /.r «S e r a i *,«*,/? . 
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Tuesday, Octeber 29th, 19 63, 


Uemeraiidumi 

t J( C -J v 0 •i , » ' ’ •' u ^ ^ y v * 

* 

Fair and air-ish with the thermemeter areund 45. 

i 

All the visiters left right after neen dinner and 
I caught up with a secretary ferthwith and it was 
just grand te h n ve t e letter frem Lyme as 
ef the 18th. 


•> j 4. A 


I am serry te learn ef the indispesitien in 
the girl friend's family but am glad t$ knew the 
hespitalizatien didn't have te lasty tee leng and 
the patient is able te be heme aghin. 


that 


Let us held the theught things reck aleng smeethly 
as between new and the blessed event. Yeu will keep 
me advised ef ceurse. I find myself thinking ef eur 
girl friend se eften. I de hepe the rigers ef the summer.are 
pretty well in centre1 by this late date. 

I feund it a hppy ceincidence that in teday's 
letter frem Lyme, mentien *w a s made the Penn 3 tatien which I 
had chanced te remark upen in yesterday's meme. I treasure every 

werd abeut it I feund in teday's letter. 

* 

, . *'v • 

I am glad te knew - a beut the little euting up in 
Blythe3 3t a mping greund. The regien must h a ve taken en qiite 
a different aspect and perhaps \even prettier than the last 
time I explered the ferest with the bey friend. It's 
grand te knew eur feathered friends appear te be deing se nicely in 
that setting, tee. 

<> <• , i> 

I find it remarkable that my repert en the M. L. H. cencentrtien 
en the berld's Fair and yeur clipping sheuld have ceme 
se c'lese tegether. Verily, nebidy in this werld can 
display such an apt hand in tracking dewii pertinent 
materials, regardless ef what er whem is menti eiied. 

Carmen's sister called me this merning. She reperted she was sitting 
en the gallery ef .their heme a beut 4 :30 yesterday , waiting 
fer Carmen te ceme heme frem RedCress with a view te 
picking her up and the twe ef them geing en te seme meeting. 

She heard a crash dewn the street and Ceusin Cer a Maude Hicks came up 
the walk te tell her that Carmen had just been 

VlT a , n ? < }~h W +f ck WQ :ii alr i 9> i^ a>ld suggested they w a lk dewn and meet 
her which they did altheugh the crewd was such they 


c.ul<t» t get near the ear Miek UQS up3ide (u f# 
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Wednesday, October ZOth, 19 63. 


if-"'"' 

. *® b a ck deer which somebody had opened The lnrin w *+ 
insisted Carmen ge te the hosoital tVv r J d$cUr 

feund out of order Carmen tnri *~ ra V 3 alld nt hones ioere 

and her wrist was swollen but a fte^^^ 86 ! er /* re head and shoulder 

-as 9 one. I su^nm!^^^ Sill oi^w? 


wreck but, fortunately, Carmen wasn't. 


I had to call the Enterprise today and Mrs 

?”*'•*'* SUt *¥ JU V /»•« Puluoity fr.i lir r 

lfontplrnls or'stlVlulh “ deuel§pement undertaken Ca . 


. *\ &i\ ; 

France 


aeueiopement being undertaken called Maine- 
I assume, or rather j hope 


+1. w ~ • j. uoau'/ic, ir ra oner t Lmn* 

•• it :r u /ar a/iei<i 

r£vfvv V u P -* ek 

ZVtVlXl" ft UD 


TaZZ^lT lz CJu *“ r “ p 

3t«tofv‘iu/r'« a L'n?? f d “ '‘“3 »««» >f V *t V 

*<“** •/ **« <?.2^atar « l a?'™?',r»L , '‘/ aa * 

t S ‘ e ’“ d *• *>*« ttat pr “' ate 

than a matter of course ——noh»rin kny- ™* r 

wit/i bankers but I am convinced we shall*hea'r^lo^o 9 ^' 

talk a bout this TVA matter in the months ahead I ^ 

aTible r * centl V •"‘''.some Mexican section from 


latter ^"priLVll" ® fc * 2 ! UflS Gtldw ^r that the 

*eer is properly conservative and because mf +i + n u * 

i?Ji» r ISr Wy lQid d#UW ‘ t,ie law that "ob,dy connected ' a * ldwater 
-ith CES may interview him The snenk*r> ■ 1 J d 

HUS \t necessity te Ceemunist a, j?ij . Pile<i *‘ at c£3 » ieillp 

.’»■ »«. ^stifle- l '* "V '*»«“•« V 

• c c v .-; ;cv.. 


liberal, 


i: t.j’ 9 i.i-1< a 

Memorandum• 


F a ir and cool • 4»cJy said A« sate frost this morning. 

The humidity has been usually low for the past several days 
a nd occasional breezes on the brisk side. Some 

incredible number of small forest fire have been going on, something 
like 48 or 148, 1 forget which whilevarious political groups 
and individual pol iticians argue akout closing forest lands 
to everyone during the current drought. One school maintains 
hunters go to the woods to hunt and do not start fires . The other 
side contends that t the fires are started by people and if there 
aren't any hunters in the woods, those hunters, at least, will 
not be contributing to the problem . 

> f-i „ , .>.*>} o ' i, . 

James propped i.i this afternoon bringing with him 
at my request a camera to snap the likeness of theportrait by 
Jules Lion gracing my boudoir. H a ving liked it at first sight, 

I h a ve grown fonder of it with e a ch passing year and it s eems 
to me wise to h a ue a copy on film. He mentioned 

that after an abortive weekend by the local clan, c onsideration is 

now being given to withdrawing from sale the property 

which has been talked a bout so much of late. It's 

pleasant to contemplate the presence of a straw in the wind but 

I shall consider it only a straw for quite awhile ahead. 

Kay flies b^ck from Minnesota tomorrow. I believe James 
said the thermometer had been down to zero up that way. 

As the plane gets in at 7 p.m., it had been planned 
to spend a restful night at Shreveport, returning home Friday. 
Telephone inquiries about reservations, however, revealed that 
all motels and hotels are currently taken up by some 
conventions, —oil, probably, - currently in progress 
a nd so it is planned to drive home following dinner. 

• r>. <•; $ : ; 0 I ’ j 5 .' u V ■> ’■ . ' > »' 

J. H, remarked with a grin today that Lloyd has. a new job, — 
n Child Expert", with the Welfare t Department in Alexandria, La • 

Just what hi's qualifications may be, J. H « didn't know but 
pe rh a ps the f act that Lloyd is already once a father and expecting 
to be one again shortly provides him with the requisite credentials. 

* r ' ■ - • 

At supper tonight, current events were discussed and'I 

volonteered I had heard in garbled broadcasts this noon 

m t the current Church Council in Rome , or one of its 
-committees, I didn’t know which, h a d voted in 
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* t 

f n vor of theChurch soft-peddling theVirgin and playing up 
Christ, Just then Mr, White, some Natchitoches gentleman 
in the seasonal fertiliser or some such business, came in. It 
was just the kind of timing J, H, loves for he knows Mr, white 
who is at present lending a h a nd with pecane harvest, is 
a fervent Catholic, I am quite sure J, H, will remember 
to bring up the same subject at dinner across the fence next 
Sunday, And so we fell to talking ^ bout the present role 
»f theVirgin in the Gath»lie Church and to my surprise, Mr,White 
declared he thought her stringer new than she had ever been. 
Foolishly, I wondered out liud if she hadn't been 
stringer in the 12th century than in the 20th but Mr, 

White said she never was si strong as she is today and si 
I let that subject drip right then and there. After 
all, Mr,White has a bnther who is a priest and a 3 he himself 
is a member if the Church a Wiut which we were speaking, j 
c*u2d at least concede I knew mthing a fc®ut the matter 
as a mere lutsider merely listening ti news reports, 

■ y 4 ! 1LT3'" .asrJ \ 0 S S ■» i 01$* 20 D 3 8 s p 8 ^ U ! a • 

Carmen's sister called me this morning to say the 
Monday aftermin au timibile adventuress had a geed night 
a nd wanted to gt to the iffice today but h a d been kept 
at home for further rest. She reported a 2 si that me 
if their friends had taken a taxi yesterday going somewhere 
and had inquired of ,the driver if he knew the cab and 
driver that had been in Monday's accident. He responded 
that he was the driver in question and so was the Cab, 

James says all the Natchitoches caib3 are if Saint Denis 
vintage a nd having ,survived 2 50 years are biund ti be 
indestructible at this late date. It is inte esting 
that the vehicle that turned Carmen'* car around and upside diwn 
should show no signs at all of the encounter. 

On the therory we might get a visitation frim N ac k Frist 
tmight that would prove mire telling th a n last iri-ght's, 

I gathered some fruit and vegetables this afternoon 
and wish you might see hiw pretty they look in a 
_wnden bowl, —eggplant if imperial purple 
rUsset quince trange persimmon, green belle peppar, scarlet 
belle peppar and si on* fhe.more I 

consider what lively clirs a nd elegant globular shapes vegetables 
present, I winder more and mire why stmebidy with imagination 
diesn t di simething ti popularize such units fir dimestia 
decors, t'8 si odd that while everybody seems ti agree 

that flowers are exquisite nibody seems to have noticed that 
ve etables, although less delicate, can be equally cmrful,,,,,. 
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Thursday, October Zlst, 2963. 
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Memirandumt 

Fair and warmYesterday I proceeded on the theory that 
I wiuld h a ve m mire use fir electric fans this year but 
today I found I had to reversemy action and drag them out 
again, . t 


3&S 1 


o i; 4 


.< '■> ^ • * 

ifie Shreveport Weather Bureau spoke of continuing 
north winds but locallythe flow of air came constantly from 
the south and 1 suppose everyone is hoping the air 
currents are lifting Gulf water to dump around the country as soon 
as another cool spell developes, 

Uy 'plant went dead last evening a bout 4 o'clock 
n nd didn't begin functioning again until 5 this 
evening 




V, -! 




I rather expected to 3ee the Dobert Kennedys tod n y 
but did not. Perhaps they will appear on the morrow. They 
had written they would make' a round •» the 29th, ZOth or Zlst and 
here I find myself in the midst of Halloween and 
haven't seen either a hobgoblin or a Kennedy, 

< '4 ■ , -T . t 

J, the clerk, Mr, «hite and 1 had a picnio. 

supper of our own making a bout first dark. The *■ 
cook appeared just as we were finishing . Doreatha had 
been on Little^iver picking up pecans and one of the over¬ 
seers who was supposed to bring her back around 4 forgot 
n ll a i»ui her. She might just as well have remained since 
the full moon tonight is almost as bright as day and pecan gathering 
could have progressed right a long, had 3he felt like it, 
v. Z r. $ ?•; 9 ~ i. i' u 4 1> •• 

Celeste took off for M a nsura before coffee time, 

#hen I saw her, yesterday, she had quite a cold, the servents 
said she had a worse one this morning . Yesterday was 

too busy for resting, what with a party at Sportsman' s Lodge somewhere 
on Black Lake and that couldn't be passed up. Tomorrow is 
AllSaints, o course, and I reckon she wants to visit her 
mam„'s gr a ve down yonder, I reckon she will be back 
sometime this weekend, 

-V. : . „ , . . :v -T . ■ 0 OS’'t _yi' 

I had to make half a dozen trips to the store this morning 
as between 6 and 8 and on.one occasion, a tall man from 
a g roup chatting cn the front gallery of the store stepped out 
in my line of march, and.&sked • 
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Bid that lady bring you the package ..... 

, t U, ' u * 

It w a s Jtel Fletcher fromStuthwestern a nd I had n§ idea 
what lady tr what package he was talking .btut, As he is 
always sending friends up this way, I assumed he was 
talking n btut some perstnal friend by when he had sent me 
seme tf his college's cheese which sometimes happens, I 
said the lady did indeed, chatted with him ftr a moment 
~nd then prtceeded tot ansact whatever I was intent en and 
then returned to Yucca where, two minutes late, Celes e's house girl 
appeared, bearing a slab tf cheese,as it turned tut t$ be, which she 
said stme gentleman h a d handed her and asked her tt bring t$ 
me, I supptse I was half way tt the sttre when she h a d headed ftr 
Yucca and st tur paths did net crtss 

: i' o ",h. . i - i • " 

There must be quite a Jlury buzzingareund in ttwn as the 
result tf an error appearing in the Ptlice Blttter sectitn 
tr whatever the thing is called in this week's issue. The 
paper states that stme gentleman whtse name I ftrget was 
arrested for indecent beh a vtir tr stme such . The gentleman 
named is the stn-in-law tf the Acting Sheriff a nd with 
his wife and half dtzen children is ctnsidered the mtdel family, 
t turns tut that the reptrt inj n king dtwn particulars frtm the 
Ptlice Plttternixed up the names tf the petple concerned with 
the matter and ascribed as the culprit ntt the perstn arrested but 
rather the nam.e tf the n ffresaid gentleman whs had caused 
the indecent individual tt be^arrested, Tt ctrrect the 
matter, the publisher tf he~nterpr i&e, tne Kenneth 
Walker, has made ,aa tatement Clarifying the errtr and it will be 
brtadcast ttnight at varitus times general news prtgrams areaired 
and will be rep ated during the mtrrtw. Such errtrs are 
lament a ble but it will draw attentisn tt the paper and 
stme a dvertising value y it is htped, will com-e frtm it since 

the paper will have tt pay regualar radit advertising rates ftr airing 
the, st t ement, J a * 

I ftund another wttden btwl ttday and rtunded up stme 
mtre vegetables ftr antther concept »ef at tumnal largesse ftr 
the living rftm and mighty pretty it is, ttt, I ftund 
stme fine ttmattes that had escaped me beftre and I prtceeded tt 
make me a fine sala^e against iq t'cltck 

news time ttnight. The heat gtt ttt strtng ftr tkra this fall 

but I was happy tt nttice a few t a ll stalks, perhaps 10 

feet in height a t the ttp tf which, stme Gtthic fingers tf 

tkr^ are flturishing, I shall le„ve them until the 

stalks are thtrtughly dried beftre cutting them ftr winter 

Ituuets ■‘■he tnly petple last year wht seemed tt like 

them were little Miss Lee, I, S,W, and the lattersen and daughter- 

m-law. Strange htw such things ttuch a sense tf beduty in stme ftlks 

and never mtve a muscle in ethers,,,,,,, 


Friday, November 1st, 19 63. 


' emtrandum• t 

j> # . 

Fair-ish and air-ish, 
v.- i&c\- znaak 2*W. S v - \ ■:& "> - i 

We gtt twt tenths •f an inch tf rain artund 4 »30 this mtrning, 
It wasn't muchbut it was gratefully received. 

It seemed tt be general at least frtm Hew Orleans intt 
Arkansas and ptssibly reduced forst fire hazards mtmentarily, 

3.. S, , .I'.'i & u SO ..SC t; io.' 0 i. $-*'■ : '6 T '«• 

I thtught it was dawn and started tt arise but 
chjiged my mind when the cltck shewed it was only twenty minutes 
tf twt, Ihe mttn wa3 st bright dnd the night st melltw 
the witches re btund tt haue ftund getting rtund easy. The 
thermtmeter drtpped with the rain and it will be 
strt tf 40-ish ttnight, it i3 said and wtnderfully 


clear 


ttt, 


James drtpped in thisafternttn and I was glad 
tt learn that he and Wttdrtw had enjtyed their trip and w ait 
inShreveptrt and that the return htme with Kay was uneventful . 
James was entrmtusly pleased that Kay seemed tt walk st well 
withtut crutches, I didn't ask abtut a cane for 
I recktn they btth will be ctming down this Way shortly and that 
will .be time entugji to find tut, <■ 

• » i • • 4* Q J * • i i ft ’; -<• w ^ v .C* ** 

The encltsed card ppeaks ftr 4tself although the 
script seems mighty small and the telegraphic sentences stmehtw 
le„ve things tpen ftr interpretati tn, I gather, ftr 
instance, that she means tne dtes better in Spain if tne kntws 
Sp a nish, I assume she may have written a letter tt this tr 
that perstn and since K a y and James haven't heard frtm her, I 
gt tt a ssume thpt she didn't put entugh ptstage tn the 
le tters tr perhaps they will ctme along later, I a ssume 
she refers tt the riend with whom she is 3t a ying inAthens when 
she mentions "the hostess", I never ctuld figure tut 
just what she meant by a somewhat tdd sentence about 
Athens tr Greece or whatever in the Biblical category, I 
assume nothing as tt why she should have gene tt Patmts instead t 
Belts, Cos tr any tf the tther islands, closer tt 
Athens and, tt my way of thinking, mtre interesting, 

Perh n ps I, S,V, like the last bttk in the Bible and I • 
will not contend with. her„btut that since she ca» have all my 
claims tt something I neveer ctuld make much sense tut tf • 


instead 
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Sunday, November 3rd, 1963 


Memorandum*. 


As I turned the page, Carmen's sister called 
to report on the patient's progress. It seems she 
is "doing s well as could he expected" . I don t - 
know what was expected for a women of 7 5 who turns upside 
down in her car. Be that a s it may, the faot that bree2e 
Miss Breazeale \s remaining in bed is indicative, I 
should thin, that she got quite a shake-up Her f 

3ister, always a fuss-budget about her own health, doesn t 3eem 
'disturbed Carmen's condition and peace of mind in the 

house must be helpful to the patient. 

Although the r a in didn't a mount to much so far as 
dampening the ground was concerned, it takes only a little 
moisture to loosen pecans from their anchors and so the 
ground was covered with them all over the place. After 
h ving given breakfast, Doreatha took a sack and <.busied herself 
under the trees beyond the white garden in b a ck of Yucca. 

In 0 short time she had rounded up a full sack, perhaps 

120 pounds which she left under a tree, returning to the 

big house toattend to something. When she returned, 

she noticed her sack gone and having learned who had lifted it, 

she marched to the pecan house where sacks a,re taken to be 

weighted. The culprit was v a mes Brown, nephew 

of Sam, always mildly insane and, as today, pretty high. He 

had picked up the sack and started along the fence eastwardly in the 

general direction of hana• The sack, proving too heavy for 

a youth in his condition, he poured out some of the pecans 

and proceeded until the % sack once more proved too h§vy when 

he poured out some more* Then he went as far as the public 

road where he put down the sack and Sat on it until the pick up 

truck came along and it carried *>ames with his pecans to 

the pecan house where, to his astonishment, he saw Doreatha 

standing. She thanked him f or bringing some of her pecans for her and 

Ja es, made with frustration, made a big racket but was 

immed lately tuned down and sent home and Doreatha followed the 

original trail back toward her point of gathering and rounded 

up the pecans that had twice been spilled 

■‘■here '3 a lovely moon and what with everyb dy's pockfts well filled 
with pecan money, everybody K is probably swinging high at the honkey- 
tonk. It will be the same on Saturday night and* by. Sunday 
there will be so many without a sou ...... 

. 


Clear and cool with a d a b of frost. 

The weekend was as quiet as last weekend was not 


Much to my.delight,, I begame a grandpa 
six or seven times on Friday night when in the frosty dawn onSaturday 
the guinea hen presented me with a fine ,group of offspring. 

I was pu 22 led by the color range of the youngsters, —moving 
from pure white through the conventional mousey gray to an 
almost black. I assume the lighter gray ones may develope 3ome 
white feather while the almost black ones will prob a bly turnout 
to be the regulation guinea gray. Tfie white one shivered as 
thought chilled which was understandable enough and this 
morning I found him near the others, his soul having .already 
departed for guinea Heaven. The balance of the broofi appear 
sturdy enough and were eating corn bread like made when 
I served them half an hour before dark tonight. 

On Saturday evening around 5 when I came out of the store, 
someone called me from a white car that had just come to a halt 
in front of the place. It turned out to be Jerry, — 
tl'iat is, Mrs. Woodruff McCook, very handsomely esconced behind the 
wee& of her fine car, and beside her Granny Carver, Hampton's 
grandma. They were just out for an evening ride, they explained. 
Granny said 3he had a joke to t ell me which surprised me since 
Gratings concept of jokes is bound to be odd. She related that 
when they were inShrev port, following her visit here with 
Hampton just before he returned to Harvard, Hampton told 
a group of friends with whom theu were assembled about how Granny 
had consigned him to cocaoola while she demanded some extra 
dry wine during their visit here. ' She thought it all 
very funny but she didn't succeed in con crying the spirit of 
hilarity either when relating it to* me or at the time 
s,he put on her act. She threatens to sttr up some 
chicken spagetti and bring down to me one of these afternoon. 

I have a feeling it will be. ^.rxuid. Mid quite different from her so- 
called jokes. 


I had gone to the s tore to inquire into the prospects 
for supper for Doreatha, unbeknown to me, had been given t 
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afternoon off, The clerk was going heme in 
and J, H, was going to eat with Celeste for 


ttwn 

whom 


to 

he 


sup 

had 

while 


sent a car to Alexandria, her car having played out 
at Marksvi lie or Man sura• Following my chat with 
the McCook-Carver due, I returned heme, hastening 
as I appreached when I heard my 1 phene ringing, It was 
James calling from the artist's, saying that he and Kay 
wer$ dewn for a little turn about and wendered if they 
might drep in en me, They might, I was delighted te 
see them appreaching a little while later, Kay negetiating 
the distance frem the front gate te Yucca with a cane rather 
th a n her crutches, She seemed slap happy about her state ef 
health and they lingered en here until leng 
after dark, 

. ‘A 

Carmen's siter called me Saturday te say Carmen centinues 
deing just fine a»cj declares she is geing te business en 
Menday• As Carmen s sister is generally all wrapped up in herself, 

I wondered if she was a very geed seuroe ef inf ormatien, es- 
specir,lly as Carmen has net t aken te using the 'phene and undeubtedly 
everhears everything her sister 3ays, Accerdingly 
I called Xqberta Hue, a neighbor ef theirs, whe teld me she 
thought Carmen was deing alright but obviously had sustained 
a terrible shake-up and, for the first time in her 75 years, 
looked terribly eld, I hope Carmen has sense enough te 
get a.-thorough rest before geing baak to business If her 
inordinate energies are somewhat reduced, perhaps she will be 
content ■ te let ethers keep the Natchitoches pet boiling 
and it seems to me I can almost foresee the • 

250 birthday party, never under way weth mentioning, new slewing 
down te a halt In 3hert, Charles is geing to 
miss the Carmen gusto if, bSfia^use ef her misadventure, 
CarmefftiecWaiksrin'phonbdr$bdi§rdba§inea§ing they planned 
to attend the political meeting being held at St ,Augustin's 
school hard the Churcft across the way en Sunday night, Ihey 
said that if I wished, they would bring a picnic supper 
to Yucca and take the opportunity te rig up the electric 
blanket,.interruption,did I say the electric blanket recently 
bestowed upon me, I declined the picnic and the pew-wow. 

Perhaps they will drep in later after the politicians have 
talked themselves out,,,,,,,,,. 
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Memorandum •. 


Monday, November 4th, 1963, 




warm in the upper 70 's 


i !&» 

- 

are premised 


We 

morrow andwarmth in the 60's, 
no rain in the clouds and the State 
20 inches ef rain will be required 
we den’t get 


te 




t ° 


Cloudy and 
mere cleud3 for the 
Ttere is said to be 
Forester opined that 
remove forest fire hazards, I hope 
al 1 20 inches in a single sitting, 

• . . * * it * * > •••?'■ v 

Carmen called me from her office this morning, ^hc said 
Hokert a Rue lending her a hand, Poberta being the mother of 
France Hue Henry ferkle, Qarmen 3 aid she felt pretty 
well. My guess is she wouldn't be at the office if she didn't. 
Always remarkably young looking for her aQe, she is bound to 
be a Woman of bronze if she can master the 3 hake-up she 
got the other d a y at 75, . . 

. 

Last night the Walkers did pass this way foil owing the 
political meeting at the^hurch across the way, I know not 
the hour of their arrival but a m.sur« it was somewhere between 
10 a nd 11, They rigged up the electric bl a nket for me and 
I enjoyed it last night although it was scarcely warm enough 
* require electric heat, I removed it this morning in^view 
of the warm weather prognostication. There will be 
occasion when 1 shall be delighted to have it of course but 
when possible I ^prefer having the chill off the room and thus 
feel the freer to turn over without wondering if I am 
rolling on a crease in the blanket that might tend to make the 
thing too active in n sudden puff or completely 
thrown out of kilter. 


to 


' J 


♦ z 


4 >3 $ 3 


The Walkers reported seeing J, H, at the political 
meeting, Ihey said all the candidates were gentlem a nly and 
politeness ruled the whole session. With one or 
two excepti os, all (Parish a nd regional candidates were present, 
exojfijption was former deputy sheriff Black, now seeking the 
Sheriff s post. He is well known for his racial bi a s and 
prob a bly will get no votes from the people „ •/ color who made up 
most of the gathering, . ' t 

■■ 

1 was impressed last night when some commentator remarked 
that 364 nights hence, the nation will be listening to returns 
on the Presidential election, a s election in i964, it is said, 
c »me 3 •». Nfpember 3rd, Tonight's radio states that 
theGovernor of New York will make known his decision to 


An 
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seek e r net te 

seek 

the nomination 

Thursd a y with 
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Tuesday, November 5th, 19 63. 


Memorandum-, 


either 

V aOiSSlY 


the 


t o 

guess being that he will indeed seek same. I 
thinkhe would make a much better Chief Executive than 
Sen a t$r from Arizona orR. M. .Vixen, esquire. 

I suppose Rsckefeller a nd Kennedy concepts are much alike 

a nd while I should hepe Ur, Kennedy would be re-elected, I 

should feel less disappointed, in case he lest, were he to be succeeded 

by Mr .Rockefeller. Mr. Goldwater to my wdj of thinking 

would be 3 ettintg the clock b a ck l a mentmbly. 

c X ifl' • s® t i . c*“i ■' •• 

I must confess I was surprised tonight when a u NBC commentator ,— 

I think it was Morg a n Beatty, reported that the Young Republican 
of California are Paying the hotel bills of the Dragon Lady 
a nd hope to get her b a ck nest year for the Presidential 
campaign. If there be a M a damCastro t m a ybe they could get her, too. 
That's one thing about the chairman of theCommunist Party in the 
Kremlin a i»d Senator Goldwater that seemsto be similar, — 
both forever trying to do things the hard way. Inthe^utsian case, 
there's all th a t doings about stopping American vehicles 9 n the 
highw a y to Berlin at just the time when Mr. K. seemed to be t getting 
a more f a vor a ble climate in the United States And f 

about the same time, Mr .Goldwater , as though there weren t 
enough political differences, comes out with the suggestion 
that TYA be sold to private power interests, verily the last 
thing an aspiring Republican c ndidate should ever mention. Mr. 
Goldwater maintains that a & Government nmney was spent in developing 
TVA and as the public is benefiting from its operation it 
is bound to be socialistic which he abhors but does not, --not a s 
yet anyw a y, s a y anything a bout the billion dollar dam he got for 
his State ofArisona. That shoe is •» the other foot, of course. 

Well, Lord, it's an education of observffthe old political merry- 
go-round whirl $n and on without 


Fair and mild. We got a 3low gentle rain of 8 tenths 
of an inch during the night. The ground must have absorbed 
it as it fell for I saw no puddles at dawning. Day 
fair and the thermometer in the 80's. Fair 
tonight and the stars glistening with surprising 
brillanoe n gainst the dark fky. I must remember 
to ask somebody why it is that sometimes when there is 
moon the sky is so black\ while at other times when there 
is also no moon the sky is a'light gray. he darkest 
cloudless nights I have ever seen h a ve been off the Grand B a nks 
while the lightest moonless nights I can remember have 
been in Louisiana• There is probably some simple 


does make one wonderwhy anybody ever 

£Ut- u V' ‘it •; i ustfci i a*S ttiw L«Jo 

f hold the thought things are moving 
and that the girl friend's family is 

«*■ ;• 1 - i-Xti- s 1’ - 


akhs 


ever ge/vting anywhere but it 


ta 


along 
do ing 


up 


politics 

t'/Z " f 


smoothly in 
nlright . 

... TCI. " 


seriously , 


Lyme 

ar 


5>' 


i i 


explanation but I don't know wha it is. 

5 i, \ ?< t-" - "■ 

I am penning these 
returns are in although 
the Lieutenant Governor 
won in that State which 
there hasn't been a 
years. 1 he Democratic 


lines before the Philadelphia election 
at 9 the air waves revealed 
of Mississippi had 
surprise to anybody since 
Republican Governor there in ninety some 
candidate for Governor in Kentucky 


Johnson 
wasn't a 


z s; 


won which was interesting since the Kentuckians sent 
a Republican Senator to Washington last year. How 
each party will interpret the Philadelphia vote will 
.depend on the final totals, I assume. Knowing nothing 
about either candidate I can only voice preference for the 
Democratic candidate since his success will probably 
reflect a measure of Kennedy strength in that quarter which 
appear a ntly was in some doubt during the campaign. 


es j 


The clerk and 
Louisiana House •f 
local meaning this 
isn't likely to be 


I h a d a local aspirant for the 
Representatives dining with us this noon, — 
Parish, He is Dr .Carver who 
successful, I a m told. I found the 
man pleasant as politicians should be and there was something 
about Dr.Carver that reminded me of James Farley 
twenty five years ago. 

. There are several candidates for the office of Representative 
and I am told that one of them named Long, —a 
name worth several thousand votes in any Parish, is likely 
to be the successful candidate although Dr .Carver wouldn't 
guess that way as of this date, I suppose. 


au 




6 - 


i ’ ini 
Or. i Ibt> 


no:. 


i\. 
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• ' 

It was pleasant ti find letters fnm kith Utkina and 
la Dirmm m today's post, kith spe a king if the ether 
pleasantly. It seems to me there was stmething 
in Carrie s letter I wanted t$ re —read and I may net 
send it altng until later. I'm glad Briarwttd get 
the Harper manuscript intt the mail fir I think the authir 
finds mi e n a d klicks in writing than in sketching a nd 
perhaps she can tiss iff the illu3tratim& with mire speed 
th a n wirds • Let s hipe Harper and Brother likes 
the text and puts the thing in the press fir the 
ensuing year. 

I learned fnm The^nterprise that the sisters Hipe und Bertha 
Haupt were m a n a utimikile accident yesterday. The reasin 
I was cintacted ky the paper w a s simple eniugh. Ihe reporter 
whi prepared the story fir Thursday’s paper copied the 

c,Td a +/* r ki.li e r. reC ° rd J J ‘ the P $lice ,r insurance kuks ir kith 
and the blotter gave the names as Winfred and Bertha Haupt, 

si that the reporter filed his stiry referring ti Winfred 
as the driver if the car a nd mentiming Winfred as “he". I 
advised thqt Winfred is me kf Hope's n a me 3 a nd the 
he if the story shiuld be converted inti "she" was it went inti 
type. I called Hipe as a gesture if cmcern a nd was pleased 

neittier * ad y had *««» hurt and that their car suffered 
little, damage. The car running inti them, hiwever . twi ladies 
and tot children akiard, was turned ever a nd iterly wreck, —the 

car, that is, and that althiugh the four occupants were taken 

last nioht P ti. "'‘I the ialance V‘s**rday and 

r nuJl i l 9 at-least were discharged this miming . 

I gues s kith Haupts are in their 80's a nd m a y ir may nit 

be m the* pink if cmdittm fir operating a hirseless carriage . 

Carmen called fnm her iff ice again this miming. She 

il/k- i a Ul r ,U f 1 ^ C V ryin9 , I” her S trrner routine kut hiw she 
Inks I shall learn later. 

\ ' X . t g, ft r Q • t It r l f I OftO'iV l. Iliu .» v w 

' thf'V.lf.i *1 a ./’r ard meetin S •/ *"« UysUrical Ladies 
”r h .1 4 a '“f 1 m PP’ 3 ’ o.//„ ctmpanien will Uaue 
Pimts such as Carmen s appearance ti repirt in ‘Thursday. 

James dripped in this aftemnm and he seems ti ke alriaht 

'"*•<% * « •««» J” **» seed wi/e add new I .ITt start fiddling 
w th Philadelphia election returns.....* j muiwig 
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Wednesday, November -6 th, 1963. 


Mcmtrandumi 

Fair with the thermometer anund 80 ky day and 60 
ky night. 

, « 

I did nit see my^g •'click ciffee aim- 
panim today as ClydeClaude Emmet Davis had 
driven her ti Alexandria ti pick up theCadillac. 'Ihere 
was sime gathering in tiwn this a fternnn and I assume the lady 
made it k a ck in all gnd time. t 

• • t 

I had Oklahima pilgrims during the miming. They 
impressed me little kut they and I were kith impressed at 
the end if the gturd garden when I, in the lead, niticed 
a dead Opissum in the path . After Oklahima had gme • » ti 
Oklahima the 'pissum was kuried. The man assisting 
me in its last rites estimated it weight between 
35 and 40 piund3 # I have ni idea what me usually 
weighs kut as they a re usually akiut the size if a cat and as this 
particular me w as akiut flur times the size if a cat, it seemed 
ti deserve being put inti the giant categiry. 

•v 4 v,.' s n’t u -• •' i* . ' > ' - ' ■ ‘ • • ‘ 

He 3 d a mes McCi$% and Carver with whim I had talked • 
in front if the s tire in Saturday 'phmed simekidy at the store 
this miming ti ask if they might see me this a fternnn at 3:30, They 
might . They were »» time, tn, which m^de the call remj.rk a kle. 

Jerry*McCiw n lks re'ra.rk a kl v slow me leg being ipsrakle with 

difficulty, fill swing a str*)re a fiw years k a ck t I suppise 

it tnk us twenty minutes ir mire ti negitiate the distance 

fnm the frmt gate to Xucca. Granny Carver had brought me a huge 

bowl if chicken spagetti, a liaf if French bread and a fulsome 

jar if preserves and a box if grated c eese ti gi with the spaghetti, 

all if which I thiught very kind i her. Cinversatim was 

dull and when they made a gesutre ti depart anund 3,1 * 

did what I C9Uld ti a ssist them in their gnd intentions. I 

didn t .even throw tut a ny bait fir tiwn gossip and although 

they vilmteered me ir twi points that were new ti me, I 

didn't run with the hiunds, as it were, fir I was hired. Madam 

Care,r's late brother w n s the husband if RuthWilliams Pierson, 

and Ruth Williams Piersm i3 h a lf sister if Beth, R. B. J. H. did 3i m. 

Lilli a n UcCnk known as Terry, asked if I had view the t reasures at 


. • \ 
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Thursday, November 7th, 19 63. 

»«U yilio i ii J v; ' 0' >V . t -*M . . 

' t «. 

bsi’CsTi’ fifsl9A Bsibot fttair yTc-is o Bsuiv. \ n 


0 sTii Obi’ci3 b 


Ch a ntill v a nd I had to admit I had not # She said she understood 
Dr, Hawkins was meuing to Natchez since his Natchitoches business 
didn't seem. t» thrive, partially, she under steed, becuase Dr 9 
Hawkins h n d let it be known, —to whom, I didn't ask, —that 
he would nst receive petple of celer as patients *1 must askt 
so-ne body whj knows a i»ut this peint, 

As for gessip, I heard seme from a most unexpected quarter at 
supper 9 Apr$p »3 of nothing, J. H, suddenly remarked that Madam Beaufort 
accord mg to Celeste, has drummed up a Mew Orleans boy friend. 

I'm surprised Celeste offered this information and I a m even 
more surpriqed J. H, g ve it enough thought on hearing it to remember 
to repeat it. Well, power to la .Beaufort who already h a s a super- 
abuundance and even more power to her boy friend, if any, S 9T 
anyone in that role with that lady is going to need a l*t of it. 


I was surprised tonight to notice how little the major net 
works had to say about yesterday's elections, Morgan Beatty 
on NBC didn't )reathe a word a k»ut such a thing, in fact, 
the only person -i heard touch upon that subject was Edward Morgan 
of ABC, Most of the Southern stations within my ragne seem to have 
dropped the Morgan program probably because of his stand on 
causes to which the professional southerners don t subscribe but 
I c a n tune h im , over Chic a go very nicely at 7 o'clock a nd 
do so whenever * get the opportunity, 

I didn't find any particularly enlightening things 
in the election returns I comveired last night, Perh a ps there 
were too many local cross currents .in the majority of the contests that 
I knew nothing a bout 0 nd so could come to nothing but worthless con¬ 
clusions ft seems .to me from what little 1 have observed 
jjpneighlor ing Mississippi its voting record revealed more than 
a ny of the others in that ebery third voter in th t Gubernatorial 
scuffle cast his ballot for the Republican candidate,, I assume 
mighty few people of color voted in Mississippi and therefore, 
assuming the great majority of the ballot s cast were by white, 
and that people vote as much against as for a candidate, the fact that 
every third person did not vote for candidate Johnson suggests 
that eve'n in Mississippi 3ome people must be fed up with 
the outrageous doings in political circles yonder which somehow 
sounds promising for the future. 

It occurs to me Monday may well be a national holiday and if so, 
ther will be no mail on the 11th, a holiday, like so . 

other down this 1 way, I never accustom myself to comprehending,,,,,. 


jiWSv i 

> it j i'ij* 31 


Memorandum i : 

Jfair and mild, 


)t(3 I: 


I was especially interested in tonight's 
Morgan Beatty newscast on NBC. as. his first 
and most extended treatment of news had to do 
with Mississippi politics if an autocracy may 
be s id to have a ny politicm, and several references 
to former Dean “obert Farley, husband of the «, 
former Mrs, Farley O'Brien, Mrs, Robert Farley wrote 
to Kay the other day expressing regrets that 
things were going as they h a vt been going in Mississippi, 

The retiring Dean of the university's Law School who, 
as I understand it, was not asked to remain when his 
tenure had run out,,,,interruption.,,, 

Was I saying that Dean Farley is but one of 

about thirty other professors from the same university 

who bowed themselves out in ..the wake of %he 

Government' s, —that is, the State Government's outgr-,geous 

handling of the whole sorry mess, 

I think mentioned last week that The^nterprise 
had made an error in reporting something taken from the 
Police Blotter, having to do about h a ving 
n a med a complainant, 3011 -in-law of ActingSheriff 
Pierson as the person charged with indecent beh a voir whereas 
the culprit who dis the misbehauing wasn't mentioned. 

Well, The nterprise went on the radio several times, 
correcting the error and Mr.Walker mentioned the error in 
this week's issue in print. 

Uow a row is brewing as tetween the aforesaid ActingSheriff 
and The nterprise. The Acting her iff has issued a n order 
that no reporter is to filf a story containing particulars 
in the Police Blotter without first having the same initialed 
by some member of the Acting Sheriff's staff, acting as 
an authority to determine if the facts have been properly set 
forth. It seems a State Law requires that 
all Seriffs' offices must keep a daily record in a book 
of whatever crimes, accidents, etc., come up during a day and that 
this record must be open to inspection by all citizens. 
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Ttie^nterprise protested ~j#ut having their notes taken 
from the Blotter checked and initialed, *'he*ct Sheriff 
maintained it is 3imply to verify if the story ctntains 
the truth, Mr, Walker countered by saying that that was exactly 
what Hitler andGoebles said, tee. 


flovember 8th. 19 63 


And then, just te demonstrate that net enly the 
Enterprise but the Times can make errers, tee, today’s issue 
ef Charles 1 paper gives a stery abeut twe ladies being arrested 
fer shep lifting and states both ladies are negrees. 

It turns eut the ladies are furieus, net abeut being accused 
and arrested fer shep lifting but because the Paper stated they 
are celered And so the buzz drenes oxi\ 


Memerandumt 


Cleudy and . sort of 70-i3h, A Vague sort 
of sprinkle began around 6*30 tonight but I fear it 
will produce scant moisture, 

en ' - • ni»U . .'=>£•:; -no it •»'. t -i 3 

t Thelma called me this morning a i*ut 8*15 and 
was still going steng at 9 : 1 5 when I noticed I was 
already late for the coffee heur^I can't recall many 

Hie x points she touched *n but 3he started off by remarking that 
the Hysterical Ladies wanted to present me with a Christmas 
gift and wondered if I would like a» electric heater, 

I would not, She said she thought it would save me the 
bother of lighting matches and I told her I was a ccustomed 
to that , She then wondered if, in lieu of a n electric 
heater, I would like to have an air conditioning unit 
istalled, Shades of C, Briarwood Bormons I would not, 

And so we beat around the bush for a while and ended up that 
phase of the talk by agreeing a pretty rug might be nice, 

\ i; . i S\>v; r.V.JS 

Then she t ook up the matter of moving the 
October Pilgrimage from October up to May 8th and 9th 
to coincide with Qharles' 250th birthday anniversary , ± 

tola ae ■ oh i juite frankly I had some ideas on the 
matter but that as I did not own a plantation home and 
was not a member of the Hysterical Women's 

Association I should perhaps be well advised to avoid expressing 
my ide a s to*thc public centered in herself, Laughter, She 
volonteered the a ssurance she would never breathe a word I 
confided to her by quoting me to a single soul. Knowing 
Thelma as I do, I realized, of course, she would quote me 
at once and prob a b'ly far and wide and being thus provided with 
such a n excellent sounding board, I rattled off half 
a dozen reasons why all thought of having a Pilgrimage 
at the same time a birthday party was in operation would be 


Another card from I, S, Willard, posted in Greece,, not 
to mention a fleck of other letters of inquiry about one thing 
and another seemed bent on cluttering up the post. There 
is one from the German doctor from Lake Charles uh o was here a 
while b a ck, —the week after Pilgrimage, asking if 
he may bring his wife up onSaturday or Sunday’, Tomorrow 
being Friday, the good doctor isn't likely to get a response 

before cranking up his car, 

’ 

t 

Carmen called this morning. She did not attend yesterday s 
Board meeting of the Hysterioal Ladies, She said that 
Thelm a isn t seeing eye to eye with Charles about the birthday 
anniversary, I thought that sounded good, I must 
give her a buzz, —Thelma, —and keep her on 
the right track, — - 

. e : • 

James came down this afternoon bringing me three 
rug or carpet pieces, segments of the carpet that formerly had 
been the floor covering in the 20 by 20 foot living room of their 
Pomtalb a apartment in flew Orleans, I had asked him if 
ax ybody in flatchitoches carries floor pieces, 40 inches by six feet 
and he found no such material waskept in stock but remembering 
his ,rose carpet sections, he brought those to me and they 
are just the checker as to size and the rose sufficiently 
faded as to look almost brown so they will not show mud 
the pilgrims and I will track »in tn them. 

Pecan harvest goes steadily fortijUrd and it is in¬ 
teresting to note with what vigor m a ny the lady field\ 
h n iids toil from dawn 'til dark, picking up several hundred 
pounds to their credit every day until they wear themselves " 
out axxd then go to town and spend more money on doctor 
bills thatx they have earned for their over exhuberence • Even 
the wife o the white overseer has worsted herself an this fashion 
and m a ny another lady of color is doing the same thing. 

My friend, Pal $ picks, enough to buy a bottle and has 

regained half drunk ty day and whole d runk by night since the doings 

beg a n,, ...... 









— ..... ZrjJZLr. 
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suc/j a degree that they couldn't or wouldn't want tt participate 
m any night doings in town such as the Confederate Ball or whateve 
I pointed o\it further that probably a majority of discontented 
people fromTexas, Arkansas, Mississippi always get tangled 
up in the major Spring fiestas, —Matches, St.Francisville, 
flew Orleans and so on during March and April so that by May 
mostpeople would want to be turning to something else or 
taking off their shoes, and- not moving.. j underlined a 

MS*?? tUat we J' ad better not attempt joining the birthday 

the pilgrimage thing >ut keep them separte, even if the 
birthday promoters, who have promoted nothing thus far 
asked to put off birthd a ying until the October tour, for 

i 8 ? ething a bout May, historically, in the founding of 
Natchitoches in 1714* which is based on Louis XlV's ex¬ 
ecutive order dated December S8th of that year. — 
at Marly—le—Roi , may I add , 

• ^ 

*hen I returned from coffee, my 'phone wasringing. 

It w a s Carmen calling to say Thelma had just contacted her to 
say she had been talking with me aid felt there should 

that*is****** U Unit hirUday aUd PUgrimage and so I guess 

! 

lhe first rumble of interest in the Acting Sheriff's command 
thatnewspaper should receive attention from that office 
a nd should not print particulars until initialed by that 
office, sounded today when a n Alexandria TV station, 
have read about it in 'lhe*ntdrprise , Called that paper 
for particulars. The Paper g n ve a brackground to the matter 
and then suggestedTV go directly to the Acting Sheriff. Whether 
there will be a souffle over the ether a bout a ll this or whether 
the order will be withdrawn before a scuffle starts remains to be 

366 ?} • 

. 

; w °V meH c a 2Ifid late this a fternoon to report she had just 

W' 9 -bver by the lady doctor a s a final check-up 
before insurance papers were filed. The lady doctor pronounced P 
her as sound as a dollar and I didn't say some people hale mis¬ 
givings a s to its soundness at the moment. But no bones are 

J“V*' ll der and Carmen soya she feel grand a nd that is all 
that matters a nd one can forget those who have seen her explain 
her physical appearance, especially her face "seem greatly 
altered if one m a y borrowiH, a phrase from la 
Marquise de Sevigne* 

tr.nthi S l tUe / ! ,vembe l r lltu holiday weekend begins and I hold the 
thought it m a y be a pleasant one for little Miss Lee . 


I . « 
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Sunday, November 10th, 1963. 


50 - 70 range. 

.■ i . \ '\ 5 . '•’»<» 31 c * <■ l • 

finding a letter from Lyme in 
A secretary got sandwiched in between 
ran through it, —the letter not 
top speed and shall have the pleasure 


unexpected 


Memorandum: 

Fair in the 

16:' QiW6 6 

It was grand 
Saturday's pest. 
pilgrims and so I 
the secretary, at 

of absorbing it more leisurely later, 

»'• i» 4 ft®* 8 i ^ Si. ' ° ’ «! V* $ Vi5i i . ; '. „ .. * . ''j, 

I rejoice to have news and shall be the happier when I 
can take each paragraph in a more civilised fashion, 

.v * 

I haven't heard from Natalie since October 13th when 
she was here but I understand she has been hitting a busy schedule and 
I am sure accordingly that she can appreciate little Miss Lee's 
difficulty in getting within reach of personal c rrespondence, 

jf' 

I o# glad you wcre^too much taken a b a ck b,i the likeness of Lestai 
I have never heard from E, Morg a n, esquire, whTo did the thing but 
perhaps I shall eventually, Isn't it interesting that the package 
should have traveled so slowly. I shall not w a nt the likeness b a ck, 

* L* . * 

One of the slices of the sandwich that interrupted 
Saturday's desk work was an unexpected visit by Blythe with 
her friend, Elliott Jordan, of Hartford, Conn. The visit 
wasn t long, —just about right to knock out secretarial 
assistance, Blythe seemed fine and 8aid she was receiving 
highly amusing letters from her grandson, Randy Jack, who 
finally made it to Germany with his military associates. de reported 
amonq other things, that the first time he found himself in a tank, h 
wasn t sure which end was the front a nd which the back but that he wai 
making out alright. J gues3 it was last summer he had been 
inGcrmany and had a chance to enjoy it a s a civilian and now 
is glad to b.e b a ck and is viewing it from the uniform advantage. 

■ - — 1 ■ i« Ski. ’ » ♦ 

Blythe asked about Pilgrimage and said how much 
she appreciated Celeste's kindness and mine to her d a ughter-in- 
law, Mrs. Horace Rand, who had told her how much she had 
e l x JpM& being here again and how much she had enjoyed 
seeing Celeste and me. 


"Virginia" , 
quickly catching 


I said, perhaps “a bit lamely and then 

intonati n in pursuance of what I took to be 


my 


(I % 
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a quick glance from Blye, continued: 

"Oh, yes, Virginia, it was so wonderful seeing her 
again," 

Happily Blythe went right altng with ether pilgrim a ge 
inquiries and that was that, 

. . j. 

I asked Celeste at dinner today if she remembered seeing 
Virginia Band during Pilgrimage • She said she was quite sure 
she had net, I am equally sure i neither saw nor chatted with 
her. It gees withtut saying I'm mighty glad, however, 
that Blythe never noticed the hitch and that I could ctver for 
whatever transpired on October 12th or 15th when Virginia 
may have used the Pi'lgrima ge as an excuse to what point is 
none of my business, 

Little Miss Lee's reference t» a mutual friend beyond the Rhine pleas■ 
Lestan no end for he had thought much about how things 
were going and welcomed the news which, although not too 
heartening, does give one some notion as to how things 
are working out. Much of life's highway hasn't been smooth. 

Let s hold the thought that n fter tue requisite adjustments 
are made, things may be less rugged in the years ahead, 

The Estate pot is boiling again although ■- i 
one finds it only hit or miss in what turns up by way 
of spelling out anything in the alphabet soup. Ban went to 
a Bhrev,eport hospital for some sort of treatment a nd Sister found 
it out and d escended on the place thrice daily and that annoyed 
the patient and his physician 'phoned J, H,, asking 
him to 'phone Si3ter to keep away from the place and Sister 
instructed the nurse not to let Ban's wife in and so on 
and so forth and so the jig goes in that direction. How 
a, , keeps his thoughts collected in such unwnding merry-go-round 
rides is remark a ble, 

-. - . . SB ft'. : - i- 

I want to say again how much I appreciate news from little Miss 
1 Le « and I pray pressures in that direction m a y ease . 


Monday, November 11th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cool, 

So near as i can make out, today's national 
holiday was confined to the Post Office, Everything else 
seemed to be operating along usual Monday lines,— 
schools, banks. Bed Cross and so on, I wish the 
Headers Bigest or some such magazine would do a 3 tudy a i*ut 
national holidays stressing .the point as to which sections of 
the country incline to observe same and which do not, 

I was pleasantly surprised around 3:30 when-Kay and o'ames 
appe ared unannounced, ‘They both seemed happy as clams and 
Kay used a cane although James gave her his arm. 

They didn't have much by way of news other than the beauties 
of the countryside, I gather they had been to the camp since Kay 
advised me to skip over there one of these days to see how pretty 
it is at this season, 

. 

She said she had had a letter from K, S,Hillard, 

It had been senit by air and took only three weeks to make 

the trip from France to Louisiana • She got the impression I, S,W, was 

planning po get back a little before Thanksgiving, On the 

strength of that assumption, Kay invited me to join 

them in having ‘Bianksg iving dinner with them, suggesting 

that it might be nice to partake of same at Hodges motor inn, I 

begged for a little time ,to consider such 

a weighty question, 

• 

they spoke of a Walt Bisney TV program they had seen last 
night and enjoyed. Carmen ^and Clara Genung had both mentioned 
the same hour progr m when they had 'phoned me earlier in the 
day, I don t know the title but gather it had 

something to do about a burro add his adventures with an old miner and so 

-Noth Kay and James are always interested in animals 

and James went on to speak of a new ccmet n ■‘-pri with a 

t a il 1,9 million miles in length and the tail is 

said to wag which sounds like quite .a tail and tile and is bound to out¬ 
do the burro, 

11 0 Ik' > ■* » « O i V X W < |V ^ 1'W ^ 

I am glad to see them both appearing so happy and I shall 
look forward to se.e.i.iij, fames ag a in within a day or two and getting filled 
in on plans for the holidays, especially the matter of the lady 
from the Bluff, " " 



• it 


iu 
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Tuesday, November 12th, 19 63* 


that field 
give her a 


and 

wide 


■ i 

I chanced upon the CBS h a lf hour interview with 
General Eisenhower last night and learned something 
about hi 3 new book, or is it books, about his Presidential 
experiences. I was mere interested in the General's delivery 
than what he ha 1 to say tince he printed word prob n bly would 
net have revealed so much as what I re-jd intt hi3 manner 
of convering present day political Scuff ling in 
Republican ranks. To my surprise, 1 gathered theGcneral 
inclines to favpr Rockefeller ever Goldwater and, like everybody 
else, concedes the possibility that Mr. Nixon may bet 
the nomination at the convention if there is a deadlock 
in thc^ockcfeller-Goidwater forces. Tonight Mr. Nixon 
again states he is not a candidate which of course he isn't, a ny 
more th a n anybody else until after the convention has made 
the selection. 

(• . , • *>K ■' >• » V. ■ • 5 ; ' 

Madam Beaufort continues her/effortsin making 
people unhappy, enjoying her accustomed success in 
wonders the while why everybody she knows tends to 
She has been busy of late spreading the word- that people a re 
out of their mind3 in going to Chantilly to see the antiques 
housed there, declaring the collection has-nothing 
of interest. Dr. Hawkins and Mr .Garner who irejstriving to 
round up seme money on displaying the collection are 
baffled by all this and that's because they don't know 
Ifadam Beaufort who doesn t like to admit anyone but herself 
has any furniture worth looking at. In the mean time, 

Messrs Rawkins andG a rner pursue their effort to rig up 
The*igwqm in Natchez where they spend what time they 
caty from Monday to Frid a y, as I understand it. Dr. Hawkins 
maintaining his Ferrid a y office and Mr.Gamer doing some book¬ 
keeping in Hatches. The weekends are spent at Chantilly showing 
the collection there. It is a wonderful collection everyone but 
la Beaufort agrees tut I, for one, can make little 
sense out of this involved operation, contending with Chantilly 
which is a white elephant if there ever w a s one and at the 
same time fiddling with the'HgwcLm which is certainly 
another. What the public doesn't know is the 

fact that the collection is collateral against the Natchitoches 

Chantilly and cannot be moved to the Hatches Wigwam until 

Chantilly has been paid for and the de 

discharged on that property. I don t recall 

having heard of n similar mix-up and cn only marvel 

that people can jockey themselves into such an 

impossible situation and I could bat la &eaufort for 

making the impossible even more trying........ 


berth 


Memorandum j 

Fair and cool in the 40 to 60 range. 

I was happy to grab off. a secretary this morning and 
re-read several pieces of mail that had been 
kangaroo-ed in previous sessions 

'lii ii'viM e Afr.'JV %*■ ‘ . dj •'" * - 5 A * 1 r ''-' 

Apparantly a paragraph had been skipped in the letter from 
Lyme and as it had to do with plans concerning the Thanksgiving 
period, I was especially glad •t* get caught up on 
those particulars and the arrangements, being carried out 
*y a mutual friend in anticipation of the approaching 
stork visitation. . It goes without saying I shall be 
anxious to receive further news regarding both matters and 
shall be holding the thought that both flights may be entirely 
successful in all respects. It is a pity things 
have to be impregnated with so much uncertainty regarding ♦ 
the Thanksgiving day period. L find- such maddening 
.combinati ons the most frustratingbuild-up that people 
are forever encountering. What is remarkable ibout such doings 
is the role of innocent bystander which a person must play, 
seemingly unable to move as one waits to •see if the same circumstances 
that brought the episodes into being somehow may turn the 
kalaedescope for a new set of patterns that may release the 
impossible hobbling of the person innocently caught 
in the strange combinations. 

S 1 i t B ' * } 

I am so glad to have the several clippings all of which I found 
so interesting and this noon, knowing J. H. was dining at the 
big house, 1 took along the Egyptian cotton article and 
was glad .to find he and I would be breaking bread alone and so 
he could run through the clipping and ex¬ 
patiate on the various elements compounding it. He 
seemed pleased when I told him whence it had come and that 
he had been remembered. 

•, . • '■ u * V 

While at coffee this morning, la Beaufort called 
mine hostess to say she f had just learned Charles Mazurette 
had died. Chalres hasn t been well since leaving Little River Farm 
in the 1930's but somehow one is never quite preparedto learn 
of an invalid's passing. 

tt n p . , . w ^ 11 $ P V £ > ; ?*> > • , 1 1 ’ ; ' • • - 4. 

In a way it seems odd Ida didn't telephone and 
that the news.had come through Blanchard's Funeral Home in town. Be that 
as it may, Charles had died this morning at 3 o'lock 
in a New Orleans hospital the body was brought to Natchitoches 

', p. i' i T i. DU ’ S 1 1! J Ai ..cio.' i-"* ' ^ * . .. ~ 
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Wednesday, November 13th, 1963 


which prob a kly required 4 or 5 hours 
interment took place immediately, 

Id§ returned to flew Orleans, 
the corpsany interminable time between death and burial but " 
I must say the present case 


, arriving about 4:30 and 
about 5 and thereupon 
I see nt point in holding - 

suggests the losing of no time, 

- 

he enclosed card from 1, S.W, speaks for itself, 

Kay called me this evening, just as 1 was turning this 
page to tell me she had received a card which obviously 
contained the same information. She said I, S,k, had left 
her car during her European jaunt in Kay's garage at 
1826 Williams and she wanted to have Kay's 

house open and some signs of welcome iji the line of food, etc 
when I, S, W, got back home which she figured would be about 
Thursday • Assuming where I, S,W, mauj be at anil time 


Although there has been ms reference from Lyme regarding 
the advisea bility of withholding correspondence, so far as 
posting for a few days is concerned, I have found myself 
wondering if it would be .mo.re convenient if that would be 
more convenient during the ensuing holiday, retaining each 
d a y's memo for five or six days and then posting them in 
a sicpi- •nveiope, Jherebye noiUng too rung seoi^ate pieces 
during the interim at the receiving end, I shall 
give further thought to this matter and I mention 
it now so that the explanation will be clear enough, should there 
te an absence of communica ions about the time of departure, 

! ; . 

Last night the thermometer sagged into the upper 30's. We 
are promised a harder frost for tonight, impelling me to 
m q ke a round of the Ghana parterres where 1 plucked a 
half dozen medium si 2 ed eggplants and scads of peppars, some 
crcan color, many bright, red ones and a few green ones, <. I tossed 
them into a wooden bowl with some pc rsimmons and quinces and 1 
only regret little Miss Lee isn't here to enjoy the siaht of them 


a unuiicc or av aeasz such has been my experience, 

There wa3 quite a scuffle early t/«is afternoon betweeen 
the gin and the bridge. It revolved around the 

domestic difficulties as between Clyde Anthony, brother of Doreatha, 
ana his wife, Billy gene, daughter of Fugabou, Billy Gene, 
like her papa and mama, Fugabou and Ma ude, is forever drunk, here 
a.re three children. When Clyde annoujiced he had had enough of 
the unending rumpus and was heading out for Texa 3 , Billy 
Gene went into an act, declaring she would burn down the house 
which contamedClyde s. furniture and then switched around 
and said she was going across the road and finish off Doreatha, 

didn t seem read ilyexplained by anybody, Doreatha 
responded to the call f romp- the road but 

remained standing jn her drfor and when Billy Gene started 

tlAVtl+T* 6 Doreatha blandly dusted off a shotgun which hilly Gene 

iadn t noticed until then. That gave pauss to the assault and 
there was a series o episodes that followed, all of which were 
tragic tinged with hilarity and. how the whole thinq 
finshed, I haven t learned, 

. 

At home, beg?n my day with a funeral. On awakening I could t ell 
from the chatter of the guineas that something was up, I discovered the 
mama guinea and all her children had been slain by a doq or an 
armadillo and the others were protesting, I promptly 

Tin +-, 9r / U l U 'i? W t en {* xarted *• the remains, A was momentarily 

startled whenthe two bl a ck cats jumped out of it, having gone into the 

1008 U P\ After that they and two guineas stood by 
it was" all very sad and "f,* tu in tfie >f iual rites and 


It s certainly an excelle 
painted when you were somewhat 


of you, . 
wasn t it 
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Matur a lly, no gentleman would correct a lady #h such 
a point a nd accordingly I merely smiled and nodded my head in 
agreement, Secretly , however, I was filled with 
despair, realising 1 shall never know if the lady 
took me to be the s*» grown to maturity or that I 
resembled the father but, looking old%r, might be able to pass as 
grandpa• , 

The interruption indicated a bove was a phone call from 
Mrs.Walker who wanted to .inquire a *eut a local 
honkeytonk shooting, After giving the information -1 asked if 
the present week's paper was the press and she said 

she hpd it before her, ■‘■hen suddenly I heard a groan and 
a remark then made to her husband, It seems that oh 
the froirt page of one of the sections is the photograph of 
a bride with the caption under it beginning; "Mr, and Mrs,,,," 

She had asked Mr,W a lker n bout this a nd he had pe rtly remarked • 

"Oh, you're loo^ iu 9 <f ,r Mister . Ifell . all I 

can 3 ay is that he is the little man who isn t th.ere •" 

5. .. nor «> s' -i' o' yi e»V-' » it. 

Reverting to the morning visitors, I am bound to 
report a proffered gift from Sister, She chanced to notice all 
the guinea feathers on the ground where the dog or the armadillo, and 
I think it was the dog, had torn up the mama guinea and the little 
ones, the dog being the object of su 3 piicion because the slaugher 
occured in a wide open space where an armadillo wouldn t be 
likely to catch a guinea, large or small, The sight 
of the feathers was sufficient for Sister who immediately 
exclaimed; 

"Oh, I h a ve a present for you, ,five grown guineasi" 

<■ 

I said that was fine and she.rattled on to explain that 
in town l>an has five grown guineas that roost nightly on 
the top of his house and lie can't stand their r acket and wan t3 
to give them to anyone who will catch them. Sister thought 1 
might like to try.and that she would be glad to make 
a present of them to me. In this instance, even as in 
flieEntcrpri3e photo of the bride, I, too, will play the role of 
the little man who isn't there • 

And now I a m bound to do some mail with a view 
of folding up my long beard eventually .. 




Thursday, November 14th, 19 63. 


!,8i .. • 

4* i«s fr»v; *V , c. 

Memorandum; 


l! 


i! ; • It- Co L* ?. 

»: » i it “ " 1 l ' ■ 

( S', L-t. ir.s*r? 


Fair and chilly, 

i , ' • 

The thermometer sagged to 27 last night. That 
spelled out the end of the butterfly lily season, of course, 
an the b a iiana plants began filling the air with an 
aroma not unlike fermenting wine, Mow the trick 
will be to get the stalks cut down before I, Frost .makes another 
round and the whole business begins collapsing, 

\ V ■, . . 

* 0 

James dropped in this afternoon, bearing some 
oysters from the^ulf, a portion of which I 3hall use 
for a stew later tonight, *e was delighted with 
the remark, mentioned in yesterday'3 memo, as made 
b the Shreveport lady who gathered the portrait must have 
been painted when 1 was somewhat younger, James con¬ 
cluded the lady must have taken the likeness of 
the youth of color to have been the person the lady had in 
mind which just goes to show what a Louisiana sun will do for 
a grown up son • smile • 

t 'S . . iU* <•' 

The' cook had some business toattend to inAlexan ria 
today and so I dined and suppjstt across the fence. Celeste 
spent the d a y in town assisting theCatholic daughters 
with their baZaa r a}id so we gentlemen dined handsomely on 
a b a chelor basis, and as the cook in that menage is excellent, 
we did_very well by the K inner man section• 


4- 


* 



The Clyde Anthony-Billy Gene Fug n hou rumps 
got quieted down g little this afternoon, Everybone in the 
Fug a bou section was drunk yesterday and didn't sober up until 
this afternoon. It was then J, a , sent for^tilly Gene and to everybody's 
surprise she came, bringing the whole f amily with her, that is 
to say, her three children, her papa and mama, — Furgabou and Maude,- 
and her si3ter, Helen, J, d, said he had business to attend to with 
Billy Gene and so the rest were sent back to the Fugabou residence and 
then a measure of disorder was extracted from chaos and so^ perhaps 
things will resume a quieter aspect from now on down the road toward 
the bridge. 


:sr 


I was glad to have a note from June Larson to learn how 


T Si' It 




100*1 9: 
jr?.‘ v tUj; 


\ J j 
•/ 4 
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things a e turning in Brooklyn, I think she 
and Bill are nice people and I h$pe their career jogs along 
smoothly although the set up certainlyseems frought with 
different patterns of proceedue than I am accutomed to 
encounter, 


. ..... 

1 

Friday, ffovember 15th, 19 63# 


» 

There were a few 'phone calls today from town's people, 
referring to Urs.Walker's column in this week's Enterprise in 
which she refers to a meat and potato policy for the 
paper and its policy with Cane^iuer Memo taking care of 
the champagne and caruiar sections of the menu, It is 
i evitable, of course, that sooner or later, and I think it 
will be much la.ter, I had better do a column under the title : 

"Champagne and Carviar", Don't you think so, 

c it i "• i b . ■' - ' <■ ’■ 

4s the day light hours contract, so .do the habits of 
ris ng and folding up on the part of -the peacocks 
change, This morning it was nearly 10 o'clock «. 
before one of the big peacocks ever be-stirred himself from his 
downy couch which, in reality is merely the barren limb 
high up from the ground on which he roosts, This afternoon 
when I went out a little after 4 to give them their 3 upper, I found 
all of them had folded up their beards w u they did so, I guess, 
because they were bored and couldn't tkink o anything 
better to do. In any event, at the sound of my voice, 
they all took to the air, curving in a pretty arc and landing 
at my feet nepr theAfrican House, where they ate as though they had net 
had food before, after which they strolled back to their favorite 
roost and took to the upper branches again, 

i <• 

Mow that the majna guinea has gone, the two rooster-guineas 
are finding themselves drawn closer together than whnxe there 
was some question as to which wa3 the d-ominat force in 
that family circle, Everyw once in a while, 
forgetting momentarily, they are now alone, the one tends to 
chase off the other, and the latter autom tically 
seeks solace by going to the mirror where he.cuddles up to 
the lonely bird he sees reflected there. It is touching 
to see how he edges up to this figure and usually settles down right 
against the glass to be as close to his companion as he can 
get. After a while his aggressive companion in real life remembers 
they only have each other now and so he comes around to the 
mirror and the two birds gazes at the other two birds in the mirrior 
after which all four settle down to share their mutual grief, 

. C . . • ! ' - li- .. ■ >. - *• V . 1 ■’ ’ 


found 


right 


9 araeS d U, V tiTilU Sllti't’kFd UViTVm" 

brought them into the house. I doubt if the local 
birds by the mirror would know what to do with them 


he r 

that she has 


Memorandum : 

ui'.c./Ue 8 b":, 3/a ::saY. to ” s 

Fair, Thermometer readings confuse.when K ' 
at 6 this morning Alexandria reported 3 2, Shreveport 
48, fie were 44 androse to,a high in the upper 60 's, 

ft '-;i e • j is. - B -S o .:c;\ Of* •: e i.' c 

Pecans continue rolling from dawn 'til dusk and 
rough house continues the nightly doings from dark until mid¬ 
night a t the local honkeytonk, last night Frog did a bit 
of carving on JeffersonBrown and then turned his fist on 
a Borwn . •f an other.family, the youth who shot Frog amidships 
a few years b a ck. Frog, the d eacon with a Dirk, seems to be on 
quite a tear and I look for something more violent 
before the current month runs out,, . 

I am sorry I was only h a lf aw a ke last night when 
I got around to flatten out and tune in on the Bible slappers, 

Vaguely I recall having heard two different programs in which the 

political evangilists were singing the praises and shedding teard over 

the "wretched" treatment Madam flhu has received 

at the hands •f the <•pshington^dministration, I perhaps 

mentioned during the past week that the Young Republicans of 

California have been championing Madam ffhu of late but 

somehow I was sleepily surprised to hear the ultra-Conservative 

Bible slappers m a king s trange noises from the particular 

bandwagon on that particular note, 

Mr, Eisenhower politely dubbed Mr. tfoldwater "impulsive" the 
other day, "Dumb" f is too strong a word for thcAri2ona Senator 
who certainly is?» t but he certainly is inept too frequently. Today 
when President Kennedy was addressing C• 1, 0, in Mew- ork, 

Mr, Goldwater takes the opportunity to announce he 

is being invited by a President of some steel company to 

become the .Republican candidate, U, S, Steel or any steel 

company may have greatly aided many a Presidential aspirant 

with money but no potential candidate <.euer quickened the enthsiasm 

the majority of voters by announcing he was the choice of big steel, 

I'm sure Mr, Gold water will eventually learn Mr, Rockefeller has dl ready 
stated he will support the Candidate selected by theRepublican national 
Convention, Possibly Mr, R would be the first to admit the 
necessity of supporting Mr,G, if chosen*,- w+vld be a might bitter 
pill. 
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Friday, November 25th, 19 63* 

. 

rilfr *#0 L *v> 9b -a Si 17 D 9. 

u m;U i sus i-;o * •!$ .•i’MJo® biu• 


oHtjU :: 


Memarandumt 


Fair. Thermometer readings coufuoe when ^ 
at 6 this morning Alexandria reported 3 2, Shreveport 
48, We were 44 androse to.a high in the upper 60 's, 

,, ;; . V ','i C. o'r>. ^ Si 5 .’0;^ ’.ji' ' ■- v... 

Pecans continue rolling from dawn 'til dusk and 
rough house continues the nightly doings from dark until 
night at the local honkeytonk. Last night Frog did a kit 
of carving on JeffersonBrown and then turned his fist on 
a Borwn of another.family, the youth who shot Frog a >nideh 
a few years b a ck. Frog, the l eacon with a Dirk, seems to 
quite a tear and I look for something more violent 
w ore the current month runs out,. 


mid- 


ips 

be on 


I am sorry I was only h a lf aw a ke last night when 
I got around to flatten out and tune in on the Bible slappers. 

Vaguely I recall having heard two different programs in which the 

political evangilist 3 were singing the praises and shedding teard over 

the "wretched" treatment Madam Nhu has received 

at the hands •/ the ‘'qshington^dministration, I perhaps 

mentioned during the past week that the Young Republicans of 

California have been championing Madam tfhu of la^s but 

somehow I was sleepily surprised to hear the ultra-Conservative 

Bible slappers m a king s trange noise3 from the particular 

bandwagon on that particular note. 

Mr. Eisenhower politely dubbed Mr. C 9 idw a ter "impulsive" the 
otticr day. "Dumb" is too strong a word for theArizon a Senator 
who certainly isn't but he certainly is inept too frequently . Today 
when President Kennedy was addressing C. 1. 0, in Mew- ork, 

Mr. Goldwater takes the opportunity to announce he 

is being invited by a President of 3ome steel company to 

become the .Republican candidate. U. S. Steel or any steel 

company may have greatly aided many a Presidential aspirant 

with money but no potential c a ndidate .ever quickened the enthsiasm 

Kf the majority of voters by announcing he was the choice of big steel. 

I'm sure Mr. Gold water will eventually learn Mr. Rockefeller has dL ready 
stated he will support the candidate selected by theRepublican national 
Convention. Possibly Mr. R would be the first to admit the 
necessity of supporting Mr.G. if chosen*? w***ld be a might bitter 

pill. 


Sunday, November 17th, 1965. 

v . 4 .i . ■ j‘.'. "5 •• c. •. . :t ■ :■ 

e t i '*4 \o \\ I"t jcs , cbiU’i j * d « qnirceo 8-?. * "c y l \ <"• 3r tb 

M i : i t ■: a, e a . £c< ?, * \ Awt 4 sstit j- i l tm i . ii 

fc*c A*ttirip is v tiM irx < 4*1 o 1sos &r; i- lie ». ? 

Memorandum} 

■ — 4 . i . 

Cloudy with occasional gleams of sun or starlight 
over the weekend. In deep summer, it migh seem cool 
in the 8Q's but somehow it has 
seemed almost too warm, especially during today 
when I was rigged up in Sunday clothes to receive 
too many leople. 

bn. :•>..••• g iv. !* h . a * ' 2 ■' 2 5is' • i . •'•t ■ 

The nicest-thing of today was a call by 'phone 
from Natalie around 9. It was the first time I 
had heard .her voice since October 15th and what with all 
,going on during that Pilgrimage day, that wasmerely a 
Hail and Farewell. 



that was 


I was doubly glad to hear from her because she could 
speak of little Miss Jjee and I was happy to ask 

her advice and to accept it, to wit, whether I was well advised 

to hold up or let slide the letters- to Lyme. Natalie's 

thought was that in the event the vacation should not materialize 

the absence of mail would be pointless and in the event 

the original plans went through, the amount of a few more envelopes 


on the return would make scant difference. I was glad to 
h a ve her thoughts *n the matter and accordingly I am sending 
along this memo, along with Friday's which 1 had 
held b a ck in line with original explanations. 

! . SO. ■ ■ ■ 

//e, talked a little a bout harles and Ida and I learned that 
Natalie thought the swiftness of the interment was illustrative of 
tendency on Ida's part, m n nifested increasingly in recent years, 
to withdraw from the world. Perhaps she will see Ida 
during the ensuing year and learn why correspondence fell off from 
that quarter during recent years so far as Lestan was concerned. 

Natalie mentioned the Charles Cunningham hadasked her to take 
book displays, especia ly diaries,etc., during the ensuing birthday 

t $ it* , vj.f «t~ 4 4 or>.:A! r J . >» 

si;«v :-a * v|Xibov : it jo \ 3 '*¥.-bt;A sirvtq sliw; .. V.. 

bit- s - '- i-'ir 8 t-.s- 3 « ? iot'fc »-5 : ; nit. • r ■ 

U - * * 5 S£)"i» i ■■ : f •».* • 8 a. ? il - 


c are 
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Monday, November 18th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


• * * . 
celebrations in May. Shcasked me what I thought. I said 

I thought that pilgrims coming to a birthday party of this sort 

would find little time to examine such displays since porbably most 

of the pilgrims were coming for a look at the neighborhood 

and not for finer points such as ante bellum manuscripts. I 

even went to the extent of s aying displays of water ski-ing 

q iid floats on the river would probably more excite such visitor than eru 

I am not sure she agreed ufit me but I was*glad to give her 

my feelings on t he matter since she asked for same. 

Saturday was comparatively quiet in these parts but 
today has been busy enough including a flock of nuns from 
Alexandria whom Celeste haa said might come and n 

visit later from Carmen and the Durands, --her sister and brother- 
in-law. It was all pleasant enough but it did not provide 
for the Sabbath q.. iet which I should have enjoyed. 

My agents reported around first dark that Joe and Juanita A. 

had been down here this a fternoon as had Dan and June. Both sets appara 

were simply out for a ride and I take theywere content to observe 

the plantation broadaores and did not s top for a whiz 

around the gardens or a call next door. 

The Cloutiers, — perhaps M a nuel and Rhetta, or some such, 
were entertaining a t supper at their c amp somewhere near Bermuda 
tonight and Celeste and J. H. were attending and I 
was happy not to have been bidden. I know not if 
the supper was trumped up on 3 hort notice but it may 
well have been. In any event. Madam Beaufort is on a frolic in 
flew Orleans and although 3he might not have ; been invited, the 
fact that she wjjs not on the river certai nly made it easier 
to hold the party without her presence. I understand 
the physical condition of C• Vernon Cloutier, junior, does not 
improve and it is said one side is paralized or partially s». 

There is a paradox in Mad m Beaufort's position 
as regards her son. u he hasn't the money, she says, to 
provide medicalattention for him while at the 

same time she has ample funds to throw lavish cocktail parties 
in HewOtleans, which ssTiehsio don't seem to jibe. 

bfeAeubGi 1 1 -■ j - ' 

So runs the weekend and I find myself houk it is 
with little Miss Lee. That a vacation may br in the 
•Sf ing sounds promising and yet I can readily imagine how 
frustrating the whole set of c ircumstances must be and 

J hold the t>. ought 8ome sort of order may e ventuate that will 
induce a measure of peace of mind........ 


Then a Mr. Huey fromDa'llas who was very pleasant. 

His mother from 3ome other place inTexas had been here 
n while i a ck. She wrote me last week and her 
letter remains unopened as I did not get around 
to do much mail over, the weekend. I assume it was 
to announce her qon s visit and since he made it alright, 
the 1 tter doesn t really count. I believe the son is 
ahorticulturalist or.3ome such and accordingly was 
interested in plants and things, not to mention 
picture taking, a pastime that everybody during today's 
visitations had to go into. Camera work takes n bout 
twice as much time as touring and perhaps that's 
why yesterday's nuns got along so swimmingly with 
their tour since nobody, so far as I know, had a camera 
oncealed about her costume. 

• * fc» I ■ «J • • f \ I ' » • 7> ■ I. . \ v • < % 

I had folded up my beard last night, —I suppose 
it was something after 11 when my 'phone rang. -• 

It was a lady from Camden, Arkansas, announcing 

3he and her husband wanted to pass this way again one day this 

week and bring j friend with them, the latter wanting 

to purchase some original primitives at the artist's. 

I 3aid I would advise the artist of their approach. She 
wanted to know which d a y would be best. I •suggested 
Tuesday, weather permitting. She wanted me to 
join the three of them in a picnic. I declined. 

I have had picnic deals before and they never fail to 
get entangled in some sort of an inconvenience and 
I'm not going to stick m-y neck out too soon< If the 
% weather if fair, onq can t find a convenient place along the 
river and if it isn t fair, it's^much more fun 
hfjVing same on the ground of ye olde plantation on 

q gallery of some building or other. hen somebody has an idei 
if we could just heat .this or that, it ulouldbciust,,-). nnri 
perfect and ,then somebody wants mote water or s**rS such and 

..l.bt invariably ends up with more w kitchen excitement than 
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Tuesday, November 19th, 19 63» 


There seems to have been a flurry of Ku Kluxers 
around and about ever the weekend. I belie e there 
were seme cresses burned in town, Ihe cres3 burning 
in tewn seems te fall inte seme sert ef a n uncertain 
place semewhere between juvenile prank3 andseft brained 
dumb deings, It is said by seme te be the 
werk ef numb-skulls in the nerthern Parishes who 
3 end members te Natchitoches te carry en their hokus-pokus. 

One thing that suggests this is the random spets 
chosen fer setting up the cresses which semetimes 
takes place dL eng Uighw a y No, 1, running frem New 
Orleans te Shrevepert, bearinga large lead ef 
threugh traffic, with the randem spets being 
far frem h a bitatiens er buildings, Semetimes 
they have burned the cresses en the geunds ef 
the hespital er at the entrace te Northwestern 
State College, neither institution being related 
to religious er,racial matters • 

Last night there was a swarm ef several theugand Klansmen 
in a pasture off Monroe way, The Supreme 
Wizard stated that purpose ef the gathering was te 
impress the public with the desireability ef writtng 
letters of pretest against "exaggerating colored people 
in parts assigned in TV films”, Why several hundred crack¬ 
pots have to get rigged up in white night shirts out 
in some deserted pasture for such a reason, only 
the participants can.explainJust hew foolish 
this type ef citizenry Can get rem a ins te be 
seenI held the thought they may 3tick te 
thgir nightgowns and their pretests „bout 
TV, an accoutrement and a project that ought to bore 
even the dumb ones after a while • 

I hope the Disney one hour program n beut 
Mother (loose came within little Miss Lee's view last 
night, Careen reported on the 'phene today that 
it was as entertaining as the week earlier picture a* 30 ” 6 
the little bur.ro, Perhaps James 

will be down this way on the morrow and he will tell me about 
it if he and Kay saw it, as 1 assume they may well have 
done Carmen get a uite carried away with her 
account and mentioned such items as "Mistress Mary, 
quite contrary", "Jack in the beanstalk" and so en. 

The former might well enough fall into the Mother u oose 

category but J. had always thought of Jack in the 
bean stalk as a fairy tale. Perhaps both Mother loose 
and Fairy Tales were welded into one, Anyhoooooo, I 
hope whatever it was appeared en the Lyme screen . 


emerandum• 

. . . 

Partly cloudy and partly cloudy a nd the weather in the 
80's by day• Shrevepert got rain last night but we get 
none , 

o . 

j- . n . 1 . •» . * * ■ ; 

1 Sometime b a ck, there was a d ipping from little Miss 
Lee I think I did not mention although I was interested 
in learning that MaryRose Bradford was hospitalized in Hong-Kong, 

Somebody mentioned Reark today and I was- glad to beable to pass 
along the news qtout MaryRese, I wonder what she calls herself doing 
off in Asia semewhere, Surely she wouldn’t be jaunting off there 
en he c own hook. Perhaps she is in quest ef adventure or 
seme such'. I alw a ys considered her a b a g and h a ve no reason te 
suppose I might change my original concepts on that score in 
spite ef -phe passage ef the years, 

CousinEugene Watson called me frem Northwestern today to 
ask if J, H, had told me that he had given permission for 
/Cousin Eugene and his staff to descend on the Melrose 
library on the morrow to see about selecting some e the books 
the cellege library doesn't have with a view to photostating 
them — at the college, I suppose, I told him 

I had heard nothing about it t I asked Jr H « about it a t supper, 

J, H. said he didn't know anything a bout it and then said 
on second thought t,hat he remembered CeusinEugene having spoken 
to him about something the ether day but he had paid no attention 
to what he was saying, gladly giving h^ m permission to photograph j ythii 
he wanted. With such indifference on J, H.'s part, Cousin 
Eugene under ordinary circumstances ought to find- free sailing 

a nd no obstacles will be put in the w a y of him or his staff al¬ 

though I must confess that CousinEugene would h a ve had a more 
fruitful voyage a long time a p* jf he had 

been a li.ttle mere civilized and the same applies te his visitation on 
the morrow. 

I haven't been a ble to contact a secretary in days, so great as 
been the interruptions. I am holding the thought I may 
be luckier on the morrow but I already have toe many appe intments in 
that time bracket, James dropped in-at IB: 30 toplay and 
we chatted fer a h a lf hour before pilgrims arrived by 

appointment. He says Kay has been talking with I, S.Willard who 

says she encountered a virus 9 n er about the time she reached Manhattan, 
a nd has 
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and has accordingly remained inBatonRouge for a few days and will go 
b n ck to Mew Orleans this weekend with a view to getting up 
this way the following week. I wanted to contact 

I* S.W. a bout including her name in a group of Natchitoches citizens 

visit mg^urope this late summer and early autumn but shouH 

like to respect her wishes if she doesn't want it to appear. James 

says he understood she didn't w a nt Natchitoches to know about her 

trip uniil she returned. What I. S.Pillared thought a month back, 

thinks now or will think a couple of weeks hence is anybody's guess 

and three out of three guesses could be wrong. And so I 

adjusted my manuscript, in which I had listed people aphabetically, 

as having been abroad. I struck out her name which was the last 

one in the list, starting as it does with a W., and I 

inserted it second from the top, under the A's so that the 

list begins "Mr. and Mrs. Julius Aaron, Mrs Will Ard, Mr. and Mr8. 

Charles Cunningh a m, etc., etc. W n it until UatcKTToohes 

awakens one Thursday morning to s tumble through Cane^iver Memo 

a nd 3tart asking e„ch other who in the world m a y Mrs.Ard be. Smile. 

-Before James left the Camden, Arkansas people came and 
swift on their heels came Cranny Turpin, grandmother of 
Hampton Carver. She had called to ask if she might bring two 
Indies down with her. They had to come about the time the 
Camden contingent would arrive but I said come a he .d rega dless. 

And so Cranny arrived bringing her two ladies and six others to boot 
a nd -L felt like it> —»ladies frov i, he Rio Crande, Dallas, Shrefeport, 
Austin and the Lord knows where all. vames, smart fellow; 
decamped and 1 thought he showed good wisdom. 

The Camden ladies brought me a small pumpkin # "y chance, I 
had just finished do,ing, a column on the subject of a pink pumpkin, 
and the lady, a persi3tent, methodical number stemming from some 
forgotten province in Hungry, proceeded to tell me just how 
to cook the darned thing a nd how not to cook , while 
all the other bags stood about, undoubtedly as bored as I and 
prob n bly Paying just as much attention to the details. 

'there was one good thing about the gathering and that was 
that they all left at the same time but by then all the 
secretaries had died or got lost. As the Camden 
brace took off, they called back Merry Christmas and from that 
I assume "I may be favored by not seeing them again within 
the ensuing month at least. 

And now I'm going to cast about in the kilocycles to find 
a re-broadcast of today'i doings at Cettysburg, hoping to 
discover a good rendition of a. Lincoln's address 1 00 years back . 


(Ip!''!* t 

V.O \ ^1- 
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Wednesday, November 80th, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 




Cloudy and mild by day, a, pretty new moon and c ontinued 
mild tonight. 

Z ' • • i • < t 

t -f was lucky enough to round up a moment for a secretary 

this morning but circumstances pr vented assistance 
following the arrival of the post which brought an air mail 
, from little Miss Lee, now tucked awdy safely in the armoir against 
the morrow. 

Where was a 'phone call for me at 11 fromCousin 
Eugene Watson, saying the weather looked so uncertain, he 
wtuid like to postpone his Melrose visit with his staff until 
Triday. That was alright by me. I shall call him 
on the morrow to suggest that he put off the visit further since 
t J• H. stated at supper that in view of Shreveport visitor's 

presence here, it .might be more convenient allaround if library 
explorations were cancelled until next week, Sister 
having arrived unannounced and planning to remain until 
Monday or some such time. She called me at 11 :30 from 
town, asking me to have v oreath a save her'Some dinner. She 
ate in town, however, with D a n and family a nd so tasted nothing 
, home base down this way. She asked me »>t arrival 

if we had had any guinea lately. »e hadn't. She said 
she had stopped to see him and dine with him and his wife 
had gone out and shot a guinea from the house top which 
must have introduced a peaceful note in the recuperating 
proce33 and so the guinea was brought here and we are to dine on 
it eventually., Sister wasn't not here for supper, having 
gone to town to sup with ^an and wife. 


4 ’\ f 


I ,did, not see Ge.este today as she and some of her girl 
friends spent the day in Shreveport. I suppose 
she will probably ie busy tonight visiting her friend,Annette 
Deblieux, whose hus,b a nd, Alvin Deblieux, died last 
night. Everybody liked Alvin. I enjoyed him the few times he 
has come to^walk in the gardens with me. I think he 
may be , one of those uniue people in the category 
with Mrs.Charles Cunningham, conveying the impression 
of being interested in everything. Long ago I discovered 
that t nicest people I got acquainted with in this br a cket were 
indeed interested in everything a nd that for them, everything 
had about the same value and accordingly deserved equal 
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consideration. There was net muc(ji manifestation of enthusiasm for 
any pet thriller sincesucl i well blagmced interest pre¬ 
cluded any particular inclination for aV^hing since everything 
claimed the same amount of delight, I expect this 
must make things advantageous for people thus remarkably 
balanced so that, for example, as in Huth Cunningham's 
case, she is perfectly satisfied with her second husband,Charles, 
even as she was with her first husband, whatever his name 
m q y have been, for men wear long pants and since long pants 
are equally interesting even as are the gentlemen who wear them, 
therefore the second husband is as satisfactory as the first and 
everybody lives in the best of all kinds of worlds, 

Getting b q ck to Alvin, I think he must have-.been angelic by nature 
to have apparantly gotten along so well with a wife who is a 
perfectionist in the first place and one slow to make up her mind 
a bout anything in the second. Carmen once mentioned Anntee hqd 
purchased a splendid old dining room table from one of Carmen s aunts, 
the latter not knowing Carmen was interested. About a year and a half 
later, Annette who fiad been using the table for that length of time, 
finally decided it was just exactly what she had really had in mind 
a nd was glad to retun it from the original owner, thus en a bling 
Carmen t% acquire it, here are lots of joke that have been 
m a king the rounds for years since Annettte an Alvin decided to build 
a home on Williams Avenue, three or -four properties from Hyde Park, 

It is estimated tha^t the house .ended up by costing about double 
the original estimate because Annette constantly exercised her 
woman's right to change her mind. Contractors probably a3 a rule don't 
mind such customers too much since every alteration means jacking up 
construction charges. It is said, however, that in this job, 
the Deblieux house began to pall on the workmen, . I don't 
remember any specific details except one that just occurs to me when 
Annttte had them move some Wall or partition slightly forward or back, 

1 he alteration was carried out and Annette g n ve her 0, K,, but then, one 
second thought, decided she. would like it better if move two inches, eithe 
ward or back and the carpenters groaned and did the job and the 
contractor calked up sojne additi onal profit, I » 

hold the thought Annette may make, up her mind more speedily and 
more definitely in deta.ils covering Alvin's funeral, choice 
of morticians, caskets, coffins and fin a 'l resting places, 
s. . i • t - • 

A week hence comes thanksgiving Eve and I hold the 
thought it may be a bountiful time for little Miss Lee, . 


f' • iO *• 
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Thursday, November 21st, 2963. 


Memorandumi 

Cloudy and sprink'ley and mild, 

' . .v . : 

Thanks to the spripkle early this mornring I was able to 
receive secreta ial assistance pnd thus run through yesterday's 
mail, Thf air mail from Lyme suggested by its news that 
my original intention to ^old up mailing memoranda for a few 
days and then forwarding several in a single envelope might 
well be resumed, I sh a ll accordingly post this with yesterday' s memo 
along with two or three mor along *bout next Tuesday or 
Wednesday in order to have them arrive about the time or a little 
before they are likely to be called for at their 
destination, , i 

y y .• y." 3 . 

ft goes without saying my thoughts tonight are winging their 
way with migratory bird3 heading toward t temperate climes, I am 
holding t e thought the final rush wasn t so.great that the 
migration is having to be accomplished in sheer exhaustion and 
'that a measure of leisure may be found somewhere along the route,— 
and I Can t think where or how, —so that one is. a ble to 
catch one's breath beforethe round trip has been completed, 

. . 

I find myself thinking also a bout the little feathered folk 
remaining near home and am sure thier hostess will care 
for them tenderly At the 3ame time I am hoping 
tha.t more ancient bird, so long "hoovering" n bout may at least 
have found his landing gear in proper order and deposited his 
blessed bundle a ll safe and sound. Surely such a lmg interim 
must haue spelled out lots of jitters for those on the ground awaiting 
the completing of this long expected arrival. 

, : , 9 ■ !( >; r.. ■>. .'T® ' ' 

Today was strange in its twists about, in large measure due 
to the presence of the disdupting ^influence currently jangling foot¬ 
loose a bout the place , I did find nine hostess at the 
9:00 o'clock coffee hour. She h a d luncheon somewhere 
in the Hhreueport area yesterday with some of her girl friends, 
n nd I asked no particulars. Mention was made that Mr. and 
Mrs. Hodges chanced to be dining in the same place, were very charming, 
inquired after my .good he n 1th when asked akout Carolyn, could 

report nothing as they had not seen her in some time. 

— 

I did not inquire if anything was done while in 
Shreveport about ,contacting Col. and Mrs. oame3 
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Memo rand urn 


A gray day a nd, ..s> the artist has said j > 

"Gray is for sad". 

The heavy clouds shed torrents of tears in the morning and o ontinued 
weeping more gently all afternoon. Toni’ghV-the 
skies have dared, 1 he new m on is lovely and thestars 
are twinkling in a new washed heaven, 

a \J ,i L fc * >' ■ ■). • 

• 

I was getting the 12 :30 news at Yucca and the 
weather bureau had just taken over to make its appraisal 
when the program was interrupted and an excited voice 
announced that President Kennedy had just been shot, 

, .. >< LVv 3 • Mil . •> t *"V • 

At ju81 that moment there was a thumping •» my 
door,and I responded, It was Sister and I exclaimed j 

' ’ V 

"Oh, Sifter, something dreadful has happened, The 
President has been shot,,,," 


Furlock or however that name is spelled, I don t know 

the Colonel, and ex~military, I believe, long since 

turned oil, but I know his wife, Mona, quite well 

a nd am bound to drop a note in that direction tonight. On the 

radio the other morning, perhaps Tuesday, there 

was an account of the 3on of Col and wife having accidently shot 

himself, telephoned for help a »d died in a hospital 

all in Phoenix or some such place in Arizona, *he boy 

was in his 20's a nd because of asthma, was living where the 

a ir is drier th a n Shreveport, Fortunately there ware 

three other children, another boy and two girls. The 

odd things about the accident were numerous although 

I forget most of them, *or one thing, the hour was 

strange, —3 o'clock in the morning, as I recall, —surely ai odd time 
for cleaning a pun. And then the shooting occured in bed which 
seems like an unusual place for dusting off the heavy artillery. And 
then there was something about the wounded youth, as the trail of 
blood revealed, from his bedroom,to his living room where he 'phoned 
but 4id not get & operator but did encounter somebody on the 
Party line My experience has *een that 3 a»m, is one 
of the rare hours of the day or morning when the party line is 
comparatively free and that it was easier to get an operator then 
than someone on your party line, I don't attempt to understand any 
of this but I aw sorry for the family the end had to be 
traQgic, 

Sitting behind the bamboo one knows little enough a bout what 
goes on in the outside world a&d I suppose one person at supper 
tonight would be astonished that another person present had even heard 
it whispered about political doings in town. We were five gracing 
the board, —the clerk, J, H,, Mr, White, Sister a "d Lest a n in that 
circular order. The editor d know best i?j town phoned 
this a fternoon to ask my poinion about.a matter, 
ft seeme the merchent-planter had visited the aforesaid 
editor, confided there appears to be .a seven thousand dollar 
shortage in the Country Clerk's office, asking that the story not be 
released untilafter the December 7th election, ‘The present 
County Cler.k had signified months ago he was not running for re- 
election, x here are three contestants for the post, — 

Irvy Mott, Carl Henry and Mr,Crippin and J, H, 

obviously f avors, not h.is cousinCarl, but Irby, At least two questions 
are: why hold the news a^d why a prejerenqe ,for a candidate and 

t 1 + . I, n n 0 in int.aT.i all a f illnlli rilin ... . . . 


Her response was strident ; 

* 

"I don't know anything -,bout all that but I think 
one of the peacocks looks like it is going to have diarhrea. Tell me 
where you keep the carcked corn so I can give him some," 

I turned off the radio and went out, r eali 2 ing the 
only thing to do was to divest myself of such an intruder and 
all the peacocks, howde ring around under theAfrican house and 
looking normal to me, were given some cracked corn, —and 
to what purpose x know not except to get rid of the intruder and 
I said 1 had to go to the store and the intruder went on seeing 
what next could be stirred up. 

The s^ore was full of people, what with the dampness outside, 

J, H, saw me come in and came over to tell me the news which he a ssumed 
I had not heard* He said that while he didn't subscribe tb 
Kennedy policies, he was shocked at the news and 
felt it was all so bad, 

V . 4 • 1 - X o ’• t ~ 1 

returned to Yucca and kept 

tuned in on .the.major t net porksfor the balance of the 
afternoon, thinking the while where little Miss Lee might 
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be when t, ie new3 reached her and wondering if shews 
getting some of the details . 


Around 5 
of the day's 
had received 


o'clock Natalie called. We spoke 

tradgey and little Miss Lee and of a letter she 

.from some body on the nest Coast wanting a cook book. 


Jive minutes later, Mrs. , a lker called. »he asked 
heard about it, —saying just that and mentioning no 
proper name , r event, and I said that I bad heard. She asked 
if J wanted to talk ,tout it and 1 said I did not, being 
and she said she felt the same way and we said Goodbye, 
yen 1 went to supper and came b a ck right away to listen 
for another 4 or 5 hours before turning to this 
report. 


me if I had 
ked 

too speechless 
to the r adi o 


knew 


in 


I’aii grateful that the new President undoubtedly knows 
whWh + ai9U t la±e . Fre3id ent's policies and problem 

so little make ’*!*!, easier th <*» t* *as for Mr.Iranian who 

he 1 !7,i / V2**1. i h9U hC existence of the atom bomb, when 
he suddenly had to take over,The new President, I assume, 

intei^i-1 9r %-u tJl3er ^ Uv t at,d "M't ' mtre *i»dly disposedtoward big 
interests, financially, than was the late President. I 9 

ped . dli "9 Wiy pet Kennedy pet policies, especially 
• n thei domestic front. My guess is that bobby Kennedy will be 

all.im e /' re 1 r n9 a;id Uat ciuil ri 9 ^ts legislation will be 
the srifn* dl k% in Co l9res^ional committees. I continue remembering tha- 
1,1 :*ej w «enjfe±en s husband and Mr. Johnson was over 9 

f um a r lir( i nk thought Senator Johnson had foresaken everybody 
f * f l 9 iNd 5# Perhaps Jf rank was wring* ± Uipe It 

“V: “«**?:«««•* -'•'*»«» ^ au expert engineer in 
the political field and knows how to make theengire work. Ur 
Kennedy was the expert architect, capable of making plans for 

Per! u 3 tT "i C f lire J ’° r a11 the P et P le » »•* just the big ones. 

Perhaps Ur. aohnson, in turn, will take up architecture , 1 hope. 

Jt does seem t9 *« *»st important that Rockefeller gets 
the“epubhcan nomination and that *oldwater does not. »e 
call discover in the next ye^r how Johnson is going to turn out and 
undoubtedly the uemocarts will nominate him, Then we can find out 

TtZV.iifr i'^V Uaue a * etter gra ^- Aa •* % .... 

me Rockefeller has a larger concept fh a n anyone 
up hi front and F a te, as proved today, will settle 
things regardless of the w a y we worry a bout them....... 


3r»\: 


; i! l - 


Sunday, November 24th, 1963, 

IL t • t 

.Ob ‘ • b-b 4 t' • 3* W ^b • c . o •• i V ft ~ 

Memirandum: 

• 

Sunny by day a nd moon and stars of unusual 
brilliance by night and withal chilly with a heavy 
frost last night, the thermometer sagging to 32. 

. 

I have thought of little Miss Lee in wondering 
what new3 she^might be getting during this moving weekend. 

Tftis morning some space was given »>i radio to this^unday 
edition of The New lork Times and a wonderful tome poem 
was read and I understood it, was from the front page of today '3 
Times. I am hoping someone will think to secure a copy 
for little Miss Lee. 

1 ... ... j 

He were about to sit down to noon dinner ~ 

Celeste, J. H» Sister and 1, when the TV began its 

pictorial account of the procession being formed at the 

White House to remove the coffin of the President to 

the Capitol, alien they had come in from 

church, J. H. andSister had mentioned hearing on the 

radio that the murderer of the President had been 

3hot when he was being transported from one jail to another 

in Dallas. We watched the progress of the processsion 

up Pennsylvania Avenue and then went on with a fairly bri3k dinner, 

after .which we returned to the TV in the front room where we 

arrived in front of the screen in time to see the remains 

being taken into the rotunda. Wf concentrated on the services there 

and the return of the people to the White House and 

just before the story ended, a voice broike in. 

with a news flash fromDallas that the President 's 

murderer had ju3t died. 

, t ^ 

It seems to me the name of Dallas was further tarnished by 
thi 3 murder of the murderer and 1 think the 
Presidential murderer, Oswell, should have had complete 
protection. I ha$ wondered last night why 
Dallas announced the transfer of tue prisoner would 
be made a 10 o'clock thi3 morning for it seemed almost 
like an invitation to more trouble as, indeed, it turned out to 
be. The least that could have been done by the 
Dallas authorities was not to announce the transfer in 
advance and accomplish the move during the night 
when there probably would have been few if any.people about. 

But once Lswell had been wounded, it seems to me 
be ter that he should have, .die,d, forthwith . He prob a bly would 


1 







' 
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have ultimately been convicted aid executed anyway and it 
is better, it seems to me, tUat all the agonies 
of re-hashing the sad event ha3 been avtided and that 
3 »me of the tensions allowed t» subside mere 
promptly, 

I am puzzled that I have found more solace in my depression 
over the President's death in telling myself what the clergy 
has always maintained but which has never come through clearly 
to me, as in the case of the crucifixion of Christ, 

Both Catholic and Protestant savants agree that while the 

life of Christ was of immea 3 U eably importance, 

it actually was the death on the Cross that Christianity 

really rests onl wish someone like Harry Emerson Fosdick 

would expatiate • » this thought, Perhaps it means that it 

required Christ's death to set the seal if authenticity on Hi3 life 

a nd that only by His death could the impetus get started to get 

Christianity going, And so I like to think that 

while the President's death was too costly a price to pay, 

perhaps without it, his program in getting legislation 

through Congress and accepted by the people, —especially 

his efforts in behalf of the brotherhood of man, required just 

this final stamp to make it become a reality, It's 

a weak straw to grab at but this weekend when grief sweeps 

so deep, it provides a hope begetting solace and 1 am 

grateful to have it, 

i< fl 4 8 66 •>0 61Q ShT Vs • 

Come to think of it, it's remarkable how murder 
has played such a majer role in Western civilization 
Socrates, endless charagers in theBible, if Biblical characters 
may be in the Western orbit, saints without number down through 
the ages and too many people in our own times such as 
the President, I don't like to think that we remember 
Socra es primarily because of his cup of hemlock or Christ because 
His cross, Verily I ought to give this matter 
further thought to see what, if anything, I can make of it, 

,■ ■ is.-s. , a • 

Last night I heard a remarkable 10 or 15 minute statement 
over an Atlanta station by Mrs JCing, jv. •, wife of the 
prominent negro leader. In a lovely voice, 3he 

recalled how President Kennedy had 3poken with her at two different t 

on the 'phone when Martin Luther King, jr,, was 

under arrest in Alabama, and how much his (assurance had meant to 

her at both time 3 when, as it chanced, in both instances,• 

she was with child and was dreadfully anxious 

to have some word as to the condition of her husband, being held 
\ncommunicado, The voice was so calm a Jl <2 the 

particulars related so telling as to the type of President we had, 

I hold the thought his ^good deeds have provided U3 w ith a 
legacy beyond our realization . 


ime3 


Monday, November 25th, 1965, 


Memorandum • 

i i 

Partly cloudy and cool, 

, . 3. ■ ■ b . • ;; - ■ ■ - 

I devoted most of my day to the radio, listening 
to the description of the pagentry going . 

• it in Washington having to do with the President's funeral. 

It see 1 ! is to have gone off wonderfully well and I am glad 

the weather was 3o cooperative with brilliant sunshine to temper the 

somewhat chilly temperature, "Majesty" and splendor" were the 

twowo rds, se,ldom heard by newsmen, which 1 heard over and 

over again. Of inanimate things, the President's coffin was the focal 

point for those present while of living people participating, 

Mrs, Kennedy, I gather, was easily the dominant figure,. 

Her calm, self possession and the instinct to do as a matter of course 

the right thing at the right time seemed to impress the radio people 

and TV viewers with whom I have talked. For succeS 3 ful pagentry, 

a sense of the theatrical is imperative and obviously it was 

present all along the line from those who planned the 

general series of acts from the widow down to- tfie least of the 

participants, The widow was squired from beginning to end by her 

two borthers-in-law, the Attorney Oeneral and theSenator from 

Massachusetts, lliis was proper but perhaps one squire would 

have been sufficient, The Kennedy children with their nurse occupied 

a separate limousine ,T\je President's mother played second 

fiddle and 1 heard her name mentioned only twice and I gather she 

was somewhere in company with her daughter, Mrs, Schre iber. Not once did}'. 

hear the name of the widow's mother or the widow's sister lahadzi ville, 

although I feel sure they were present, 

Later, following the funeral, there was jU8t the proper touch, 
when the widow, before descending to receive the distinguished 
guest3bidden to the reception, the widow received in private 
cadience up stairs first the Fresident of 
France and^then the *mperor of Ethopia, after which she 
descended^ to the official apartments to receive the various Kings, 

Queens, Foreign Ministers and so on. According to the last report I receiv* 
via radio, Mr s, ^Kennedy with her children was spending the night at 
the White'House with a few friends. 

There is no Question about it,the funeral was the grandest 
pagent of the century There were o+ly a couple of minor 
incidents I heard of that served to quicken suspense during 
the proceedings. One wqs skitish activities of the hor^without rider 


9 







From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


or.yi 


12741 




12742 


led behind the coffin, It was explained the horse was 

net a horse trained for public parades but rather a high- 

spirited animal, used at the explicit request of Mrs, Kennedy who 

had recieued it as a gift from the *resident of 

Pacistan . The ether incident was when the nurse of 

the Kennedy children broke down at St. Mathew's 

cathedacal • Tltis episode, of cturse, only heightened 

the effect produced by Mrs, Kennedy's remarkable self control, When 

I think of the shattering experiences Mrs, Kennedy ha 3 gene 

through in the last three days and how magnificiently she ha 3 

risen t aboue them, I am filled with admiration 

and I m proud herro'le today was carried out with 

such consumate dignity and grace and that thw world 

has had an opportunity to observe what stuff a First 

Lady is made of, 

. 

At long last, Sister returned to Shreveport this afternoon. 

Mention of her reminds me of an episode that set me laughing in 
my beard last night just as I was going to bed. She and I 
had supped with Celeste and I, H, across the fence, The resistence 
piece was oyster loaf with o^ystere cooked just right and a tootbome 
relish and thin sliced pickles spread around andabout the oysters, enclose 
in rei\c,h bread. We supped in the breakfast room and then repaired to 
the front room for a cigarette and TV, After half an hour, 
it was obvious the host and hostess wanted to call it a day, I 
suggested to Sister we mosey along and I would walk Mth her to to big 
house but she said she was going to stay longer. Then she jumped up 
and said I simply must take with me for a midnight snack the section 
of oyster loaf ,—the second helping 3he had declined at table but had 
said she woul\ take with her, I declined but she ■said she knew I liked 
oysters and simply had to take the serving she had set aside. To avoid a 
scuffle, I Said alright and she flew back to the •breakfast nook, A 
couple of minutes elapsed and she returned, forcing the loaf into my pocke 
Three hours later, when I was about to fold up, I felt an urge 
for just a nibble of the thin sliced pickle and nothing more, 

I unwrapped the, leaf. gndnearly collapsed in amusement when I discovered 
that,Mi v ing put on the big show of generosity in the front room after sup 
she had gone back, swept . clean the glorified snadwich of every vestige 
of dressing, slicei pickle and. dressing, put the loaf b a ck together, wrappe 
it and presented it to me. That's s* typically Sister, —thinking up 
things nobody else would ever dream of and having the nerve to carry it 
through,, 

Blythe and loan came up to see me this afternoon. Circumstances 
were right for me to touch on the matter of that misadventure Dan had 
told me about last summer when, he said, Blythe and Joan-or whoever, 
returning fromBatjn xi ouge, had picked up a hitch-hiker-, dined him a Blythe' 
house, taken him to the bus station, purchased a ticket for him to Arkansa 
a da.y or two later Blythe had received a letter from the man, advising her 
against such doings and calling her attention to his revolver he had 
left in the back of her car, 

I didn t go into all these details, as one‘would not need to 
but did mention the mis-adventure, the Aeturn fromBatondouge, the hitch¬ 
hiker and so on, Blythe and Jo a n were thunderstruok, 

* e . en to BatonRouge in 4 or 5 years,,they said, and had never 
heafd of the episode I touched on so lightly, Isn t it wonder¬ 
ful howtales are created and circulated,,,,,,,. 


Tuesday, November 86th, 1965. 


Memo rand um* 


Alternately clouds and no clouds by d a y. Tonight 
only stars and a lovely big fat moon. Thermometer 
range 40 to 60. 

i '• :■ ■ t . . . t 

It was delightful to find two letters from Lyme in 

tft ® f UtfSdoy 9ne tUat should have arrived 
Saturday but didn t, a nd the Thursday one which might 
have come Monday, had there been m a il on Monday which 
there wasn t, * 

m j +h If Wa , - S0 P le *l ant having both of these letters, together 
rVJf'ii 1 remarkable b a g, Elsa Maxwell, 

I h^d ieard about her death on t he radio, —it wa 3 
merely mentioned, and accordingly I was especially happy to 
have the obituary and to run through the remarkable career of this 
amazmgsocial whiz. .. a J * 

*■ ■ 

It w a s so nice having both messages and so thoughtful and 
generous of little Miss Lee to write In the day she 
was about to take off when a billion important things 
.must have been pressing from every side. I was 
a little surprised to learn that that old bird that had been 
expected had never shown up. Let us hope he may have 
before this memo, comes into view. In the.mean time, 
let us hope the little outing for the girl friend may hive 
'V,. eleme "f 3 ^ Pleasure a hout it and that she may even get 
sufficient break to make it seem almost like a vacation, 

I didn t have a ny new3 from the Hyde Park folks but I 
suppose I shall before Thursday when I assume I shall dine 
with tfiem. Celeste had a letter from I. S.Hillard, penned 
fromBatonxouge. I assume she may be attending the Louisiana Teachers 

wl*k held /-’ Jery yea . r durUl 9 the first part of thanksgiving 

week which is a fine way for teachers and pupils throughout the 
state to ge\ a solid week off, followed by another week or 
ven days for the December-January holidays. Educazion 
m.ay _gr9w little^, thanks to these breaks but probably 
foot-loose teachers and harum-scarum pupils approve. Come 
to trunk of it, November of this year seems to be made up of 
one third holidays, no counting the Te a chers thing, what 

' p ^ 9Ur , ^udays and three holidays, — Veteran's D a y on the 11th, 
ool? lden t 3 f^nerjl on the 25th and 1 hanksgiving on 
the 28th. I Ca n t remember when, if ever, there have 
been three ho'lid a y thus in a single month of only 30 days. It 
makes me stop and blink, too, when I consider that little 
Miss Lee got cheated out of two of them. 

Several people of prominence seem to have been writing 
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letters, to the Kennedy children. I have heatd only 
tne and it is simply grand, penned by Edward Morgan and repeated 
• <i his regular newscast tonight. It had keen read by him 
yesterday, it was explained, but as all the net works had 
followed the Kennedy tragedy from Friday through Monday without 
using the est n blished times or programs that form the usual 
pattern of boradca8t, and many people, e uen as I, could not 
find Mr. Morgan last night. Thus, since those who had 
heard the letter at some other hour had.called for a repeat 
reading tonight and I was enchanted to have caught up w ith it. 

I suppose it may be repeated on the printed page and should you 
chance upon it, you will find it worth running through, —Letter 
to John-John by Edward Morgan. 

, • ... * £ \ - v: J’*.. * i ' 

Tonight's newscasts report Mrs. Kennedy and the children 
still in the Nhite House.. One reporter stated that Mrs. 

Kennedy, a fter taking the children to spend '■thanksgiving with 
theKennedy relatives in Massachusetts, will "finally move from 
the White House next week". 

• i. f. !. ... . ■ 

Undoubtedly at President Johnson's request, Mrs. Kennedy joined 
him a »d Mrs. Johnson to receive the delegates from the American 
nations which made more pleasant perhaps by speaking to the delegatei 
inSp a nish. 2his is alright and the .opportunity it affords her 
x a nd Mr 3 . Johnson to talk over White House operations in detail. I 
feel very strongly, however, that the children should not be at theWl 
House but rather, perb a ps with their granny Auchinclos who has a 
house in t he Washington area er some suct\. I recall the 
Trumans afforded the oosevelts all the leisurei they 
wanted at the time of F. D.R.'s death and 1 can't 
see any point in making a panic about moving at the moment of 
succession. But where it is possible, it seems to me much better 
all around and especially fer both the out-going First Lady and the \ 
coming First Lady that this m ving out and moving in be 
accomplished "with all t deliberate speed", if x may 

borrow a phrase. What with the three or four other Kennedys having 

establishments in the Washington area , the widow's mother 

paving a place and the late President and the family of same having 

just opened their home outside town onRattlesnake Mountain, 

it seems to me there ought to be ample place for the children 

to park. PerJ^ps I am pushing things somewhat but 

I cannot help feeling the transfer of residence, like the transfer 

of power, should be effected at the earliest possible moment. 

* 

I shall post this along with the other memoranda which 
I hav been withholding temporarily, putting same in post 
on the morrow so it may be awaiting your true hand . 


Wednesday, fovemker 87th, 1963. 


Memorandum: 


Fair and partly cloudy by day and a fulsome moon 
wading through big clouds tonight. We are 
promised rain on the morrow. 

President Johnson's speech to Congress began at 
22:30 this morning and I listened to about a 
half •/ it, I guess, when the clerk and a friend of 
his passed this way to bend an elbow and go on to dine 
at the big house. The President had just called upon 
Congress to get on with passing some legislation on civil 
rights. He seemed to be getting generous applause. 

At 7 tonight, Edward Morgan ob3erued that it wasn't 
so much what the President said to Congress today but what 
he does to Congress in the days ahead that will reveal what 
the legislative future holds. 

I thought the speech a good one and"effectively delivered. I 
am pleased he endorsed Kennedy objectives but at 
the same time I am not unmindful of the fact that the new 
President is more conservative than Mr. Kennedy and we shall 
have to wait and see or wait to see how things deve'lope. 

/lest week, it is said, Mrs. Kennedy will take the-Harriman 
home in Georgetown and the Harrimans will move to a htel. 

At the coffee hour this morning I learned from 
mine hostess that there was a big rumpus at the store around 
supper time last night, something about Joe making a big racket 
and making tat and J. H. extremely unhappy. I never saw a place where 
the fat could be kept in the fire so constantly, first by one 
and then another member of the family. 

I usually linger longer at table than the others 

c.n-', ■ 11 is - y' ’nit •. *n * g my .. ex’i a- e t ten 

James appeared unexpectedly. He joined me in a cup of 
coffee. He had come down to invite me to 

dine with Kay, I. S.^ilL rd and him on the morrow and I accepted. 

He said he : ssumed I. 3.W. would bein Match itoches by then. 

He called between 6 nd 7 tonight to report that I. S. Yf. had 
indeed arrived and had called to let me know, thinking I 
would want to greet her via the 'phone tonight. 

I never attempt using the 'phone in that direction until 
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much later when there is a chance some of the ether 
party-liners may have folded up so conversation may enjoy 
smoother sailing. I think x shall wait until after the 
10 o'clock news, knowing full well that if a connection 
should be established, hours will unroll before the European jaunt 
has been covered in anything more thanthe high spots, 

ndmes and I both got a laugh when we consulted 
today's Cane ll iver Memo and discovered that ii\ 
the list of Parish tr a elers inEurope o late, the name of 
"Mrs, Will Ard" and that of Irma Sgmpayrac Wil'Ja rd , had 
both got lost somewhere between original manuscript and 
the printed page. 

It seems &ay and James were in Shreveport for 
a couple of days last weekend. On Saturday James 
said he had had occasion to use a taxi and the driver told 
him everybody must be staying home to listen to news accounts 
of the Presidential murder for the taxi driver had not had 
a fare in three hours which seimed to be the longest time 
ever experienced in that occupation and especially 
on a Saturday which is always unusually bu3y, 

* J ames lingered until 3, after which 1 got busy to do a day's 
work in the next two hours since Wednesday is the only time I 
have in the week when a strong arm is available .. !lever 
did the 'phone ring so frequently during the 3 to 5 period, 

Clara Genung was end of the callers. She wanted to enlist 

my moral support on a prospect which I gladly b a ck her up 

with genuine sincerity, Mr, Walker proposed to Mrs, Walker 

and ther son that the family go to spend Christmas 

with his mother in Phoenix, Arizona. Nobody, 1 gather, really 

wanted to go but probably Mr, Walker thought he should and 

the dutiful [ wife thmught she should accompany her husband and 

there oasn t a nything for the son to thing about, x hen came 

the matter of Mrs.W a lker's mother and she was asked if she wanted 

to go and she- said she did not. I think she used the excuse 

that she di'dn t like flying or some such but wanted me to 

say I thought she was rigut in not going since Phoenix and 

its people meant nothing to her. I said; "Amen. Stick to your guns," 

and that was that, M nd so turneth -thanksgiving 

Eve and I wonder how it turns for little Miss Lee . 


Thursday, November 28th, 1963• 


Memorandum; 

It rained slowly all night a nd a gray drizzle kept going 
all day. The thermometer is maintaining a limited range 
in the 40’s and 50's. 

I talked with I. S. Willard last night. She told me 
lots of things but did so while gazing about her house, 

I assume, so that sometimes her lips were probably near the 

instrument into which she was speaking and sometimes 

not. It was when she wasn't speaking into it that I got 

little or nothing and didn't care because slit wasn't presenting any 

coherent account of heY European jaunt. 

t C i 

names was scheduled to pick me up at 1 0:30 
this morning, Me reached this bend of the river at that hour, 

I believe, but when he delivered a box of candy across the fence, 
he got hooked for coffee and it was 11 before he reached here 
and we left immediately for town where we stopped to pick up 
I. S.Hillard who was ready and looking chic in a plainoff white 
frock and a coat of the same plain color. She wore no 
hat. 

■< ' r, t :• ... i 

We drove directly to Hyde Park to pick up Kay. James 
served port a nd I. S.W. talked and 

I listened, so that a ll of us, you will agree, were fully employed. 
Kay emerged within half an hour or so and we proceeded to the Town 
House. Vie dinner had been ordered in advance which is a lways 
pleasant ^n avoiding the struggle with the menu. The 
pumpkin pie, —the filling, was delicious. It seemed rather 
odd not having coffee at the conclusion of the meal but 
I, for one, could, easily enough adjust myself-to that. 

A heavy fog was developing and as James doesn't like 
to drj,ve in a f*g» we drove the ladies back to Hyde Park 
a nd James drove me home, b a ck where I started from and the hour was 
only 2 p.m. 

About all x got out of the European jaunt was 
the fact that I. S.W, arrived in Paris at 1 .in the morning 
to discover there was a n a uto show going on and not a room 
was available for miles around. It seems to me she 3 iad she prked 
at Hotel Terminus, that hosteiry adjoining Gare St. Laz^re, 
but how she effected that I shall probably never know 

While 1 think of it, I might remark as names did to me 
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that there'3 a reproduction of a » old Natchitoches photograph 
in this week's Enterprise a »d I believe it is on 
the same page as Cane^iver Memo, The several people 

who figure in front of the old house are identified, one oL the smaller 
souls being none other, it is said, than Irma Sompayrac Hillard, 

1 he picture is dated 1897, q s I recall, and if so, probably 
gives scant joy to some of the beholders, 

8 * P i 4 hr ft & *. • 0 M i > ’ £ & OW b • ‘ J C l 4 4V-4 o i« i 

ihere had been several invitations to dine in town today, including 
one from the Walkers who, like the others,' had included transportation 
with the invitation to dine, When it came 8 o'clock this fter- 
noon, however, and I found myself back home, I rejoiced I had 
gone with the Regis er-Hil a rd contingent which was probably the 
only one that could have been achieved in such 
a comparatively short time, 

3' i t* ■I- .'. “'i 1 

-t w a s a quiet d-,y on ihe plantation, Only q few fool¬ 
hardy souls braved the rain to gather pecans. Celeste had 
vo'lonteered to be hostess at,the hospital where her 

Service League gives time to hostess every week, I never understood 
what this entails but -i assume it is helping assist visitors, serving 
coffee or some sucft. The cook had been given the afternoon off here 
and so I supped by myself on some mighty fine oyster stew ice cream 

wh\ch I had had up my sleeve for several days and which 3tood me 
in good 3tead at the close of this rainy day. 

About 10 this morning, there was a call from Natalie, wishing 
me a happy holiday, Tiat was the first sentence and the- second one announced 
that some family had just arrived and that another call would 
have to be made,later, —later in the week, I assume, <. 

One of the black cats n a med lorn but familiarly known as 
Grandpa, has a way of catching hold of the screendoor with 
his paw when he wants to convey the idea that he is 
ready for a sacuer of mirlk. He tapped just a paragraph a go and 
I responded and was delighted to behold the beauty of 
the night. The clou4% have all vanished and a full 
moonnever a.-peered fuller. The thermometer has sagged a 
little, it would seem and the ozone entices me to take a 
little turn in the g arden before nestling down for 
a d a b of radio-ing before slumber overtakes me, 

il st - i Ji •4' -rio- \ 

I have found myself wondering s* often today as to how 

the great American bird was presented where ever little Miss Lee chanced 
to encounter same — if any, I hold the thought 

there was delect n hle fare, turkey or no turkey . 


* \ *.i 

Friday, November 89th, 19 63. 


V o n tt o } v j <• -"i f 1 :'•4U : k . •:: ' j 

Memorandum: 

F a ir and chilly. Today's high was in the 50's and 
it will be in the upper SO's before morning, it is 
said, I covered some of the more delicate plants including 
the cumquatz, —or is it spelled with a k, —a 
plant with aromatic le n ves that is currently loaded with 
•rg a nge colored fruit, each being a little bigger than 
a walnut and withal looking mighty pretty and tasting fine, too, 

■‘■he morning post brought several pieces includ ng a card 
in little Mis3 Lee's familiar hand. There were 
secretaries his afternoon but with the arrival of the 
first came pilgrims and with the second came another set of 
pilgrims and so the day s post is tucked away in the armoir awaiting 
the morrow and less visitors, I hope, 

l 

1 called I, S,Willard this morning to 
see how 3he fared. It is quite remarkable how 
she can beat around the bush to convey nothing quotable 
but the essence of her remarks was that she finds Kay 
inclined tmard hypochrondria and it is a pity 

she can t exert herself to engage in anything that will take up 

her time and thus, by providing interest t get her off 

the imaginary ills besetting her, I noticed she 

had different frood from ours a nd ,this in spite of the fact that 

her physicians both here and at Mayo's, have assured her that 

her digestion is in perfect order and that she can eat 

anything she wants to. As in the case of 

alcoholics,. so with hypochrondriaos, I suppose, there must be 
an impulse on the part of the victim to want to get back to 
normalcy and if that isn t present, &tiat impulse within one 's self, 
there isn t likely to be anything to do by way of help even on the 
part who genuinely have her own happiness uppermost in mind • 

It seems to me it was a great mistake tti Kay's part yesterday not 
to h a ve been up and about to receive her guests when 
they arrived by invitation at noon, I assume on 

the part of the hypochrondria that the latter expects to receive attentioi 

a' l d sympathy from those who are thus treated to a demonstration 

of her effort to appear but, of course, sympathy soon gives 'way 

to pity when people get the idea that the 

patient is not so sick physically as tempermentally, 
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Saturday, of last week probably had a 1st of material 
about the,Friday doings in Dallas hut I should venture 
to suggest that ' if you should try to re-capture the most interesting 
pu lications covering the Kennedy epilogue, you would proh a hly 
find most in The NewYork Times issues of 

Sunday, November 24th 
and 

Tuesday, November 2Qyth, 

I suppose the written eulogies of the President himself 
would be found in^the Sunday issue while the account 
of the funeral itself and its extraordinary details would be found 
in the Tuesday issue, 

^ V • • , , »« * v 6 «» • V^ “■ ' ' ^ * . • ' ' *■ •* • ‘ ' 

I mention the above b cause 1 recall how I used to try catching up 
with important events through the t imes when a week had been lost 
at sea in the east-west crossing and how difficult it was to guess 
which days' issue might have been the most important, What 
with all the rush and bustle of the season and the day to day attempts 
to keep abreast with news, it may well be impossible to hope 
to re-capture it all but f do believe the Sunday and Tuesday 
issues of the Times may well prove the most complete and most 
interesting, I seem to incline very heavily In my issuption that 
the Tuesday account of the Monday funeral ma.y well be unique since it 
probably gives wide coverage of a page nt whose over-all plans 
and importance of participants exceeded anything ever staged on this 
continent. The funeral of Queen Victoria along about 1904 or whenever wai 
perhaps the biggest thing of its kind in Europe before or since but 

the Kennedy funeral ip Washington, it seems to me from what I have 

heard, must have eclipsed everything that has ever been 3tage in either 
Europe or the united States, 

'19,' rtV'.sec 1 * 1 . 4 &’ 3' . . -'Tf. a:, • , *1 

I believe the Lincoln so-called funeral, was endless 
in its progression from Washggton through the country with interminable si 
along the w a y until it finally reached Springfield, Illinois, 

But Lincoln died at a tacky period and I believe the endless 

funerals as between Washington and Illinois were pretty tacky for 

the most part, too, 

, 

Life or some such magazine might try a hand at doing some 
not a b'le funerals across the aQos,, I find myself wondering what 
the Greeks did by way of funerals, Alexander the Great probably 
h a d a big one but I should like to know how Socrates and Plato were 
interred, H a drian certainly built himself a fine mausoleum 
but 1 know nothing about the f inal^rites, Tfie French were notorious 
for whisking away all members of the royal family almost before anyone 
k.tew what was up, _ u here was a law about a corDse 
permi tied to rem^tyi Jjijpqf\e a s r p%Wsl W*f>o*ddr intSfiiew&tffaji 

vW‘st. C %tf&tirg Might hale done better . 


Sunday, December 1st, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 


Fair by day and frosty by night. 


It was so grand to U 
on Saturday, As for the 
thjs card, it was remark n 
the maker of 3uch a rear 
that the name of the man 
whence posted, I assume 
of the purchaser of such 
a wonderful job being tu 
there are prob a bly might 
producing such a work on 


ava little Miss Lee's message 
decorative illustration on 
bly clear, impelling me to notice 
•eduction. It somehow surprised me 
u facturer was indigenous to the place 
this possibly presents the name 
merchandise since 1 cannot imagine such 
rued out in a region where 
few if indeed any concerns capable of 
the spot. 


I was pleased to find on the reverse the names of the various 
tropical plants within view and I was especially impressed by 
the ref rence .to fhe tragedy of the 22nd, All along 1 have 
wondered how and when the news came to hand, I assume the radio 
provided particulars, possibly second hand, for I imagine 
the press in such an area isn't extensive. Sometime 
when there is more leisure little Miss Lee^wil'l perhaps 
tfuch on these points. 

Both o'amcs and Mrs.Halker have asked me if 
my copy of Life arrived this week. They had not received theirrs 
and mine did not come through either although there have 
been other occasions when it has arrived three or four days late. 
It is said none were a uailabe on.news stands, I shall mention 
this matter again later in the week to say if the copies which may 
have teen held up in print, finally got through, 

Fames cape down Saturday afternoon and 
this afternoon around 5:30 he called from 
the artist's house, saying he and Kay were there and would 
like to come over. Me had asked at first when I supped and 
1 told him at 5:30 or 6 but to come along anyway and they 
did r ud were here only a few minutes before i had a call f rom 
across the fence inviting me to the board whereupon they 
departed. 

It seems that James is usually the last one to know 
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a bput Kay's travel plans which seems $dd since invariably he is 
cencerned with assisting her in carrying them out. I 
learned from x . S.Willard on the 'phene last night that 
K a y plans to take off for The^luff on December 27th and 
I shall pass this information along to James as seen as possible. 
‘Ihere wa 3 n» opportunity to do so this afternoon. 

. r "« v 

% 

I laughed to myself twice last night and for 
quite different reasons. the first time came after a somewhat 
extended session at this machine, knoc-kiii^g out a 
Cane^iver Memo under the title of State funeral* When I 
extracted page 8,, I was dismayed to discover it was blank. 

On investigation 1 discovered several before it were also 
blank. 1 he ribbon had caught and I Knew not where in the 
manuscript this had secured. But I concentrated on the 
several paragraphs and thought I knew a bout where things had 
faded out and so took up where I thought might ke the right 
place and started over again from there on out. I hold 
the thought I estimated correctly but even so, the second 
effort didn't please me so much as the first. 

The second laugh came when 1. S.*illard called. 

£>he waited to acquaint me with some material in some Greek 
pamphlets she had brought back with her. 1 was all ears. 

After a while, —the conversation lasted three hours aid twenty 
minutes, I interrupted her to ask if these were really pamphlets 
from which she was reading or if they were books. She ( 
gasped and said she had forgotten to tell me that she hadn t really 
started on the pamphlets as yet but rather was reading from the 
Encyclopaedia Britannioa which she had happened to have on her 
lap• I didn't ask her which edition she had or how many volumes 
there were but I felt persuaded we must have covered the major porti 
of the entire set. Smile • 

And aside from the reading, there were lots of uninteresting 
points about the European trip to be covered and some news about 
her son and his family in California* ^cr son wx is with 
the Litton Company which has branches in Europe and 
the son and family are being transferred towest Berlin or Easle , 1* 
being uncertain at the moment. Mow people do get 
the globe. I wonder how the youngster fare in their schooling 
when, as so many of them seem to be, they are hauled from 
place to place without ever getting a chance to sink down their 
roots into stationary soil. 

It will be Saturday, the 7th, before we can turn around, — 
election day n-id the turning on of theChristmas lights in 
town. I'oday, at long last, the 'limes Picay une indo sed 
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Monday, 2nd, 1965. 


Memor ndum: 

Intermittent showers and sprinkles between 5 and 10 
this morning, fair and cool tonight. I covered up 
some tropical plants as a freeze or a frost or both 
is guessed at. < 

Naturally my thoughts during the past 24 hours have centered 
on Lyme, holding the thought that the return to 
home base was achieved in all good time and order. 

Last night the radio mentioned that the Princess of 
Mon a co had arrived with her poodle, touching down at Id'lewild 
and pr oceeding by automobile to Philadelphia and. Washington where 
she expected to, convey condolence from the royal family 
to Mrs. Kennedy. Nothing was mentioned about flying conditions 
leading me to assume they were not extraordinary. 

Something w a s mentioned on the yradio today about a bill 
introduced into Congress giving Mrs. Kennedy franking rights and 
some provision for secretarial assistance, what with the more 
than a quarter of a million letters and telegrams coming to hand 
during the past week Another report 

stated that the 250,000 messages w a s only a preliminary 
count aJa. t{ie White House and that the volume had jumped aother 
50,000 and that at least 500,000 messages had been received 
in the Cape Cod residence, too. t must be du ite 
a job attacking 600,000 letters, all probably on the 
same subject. 

In regard to the Presidential funeral, I 
am reminded of F. D. R.'s and how I learned from 
a General at that time that the Army at-that time and today I 
assume the v efense Department keeps plans on file 
.for funeral arrangements in case a President should 
die in office. Thus there w n s no confusion at the last minute 
in whipping such det n i'ls into shape. I know not 
if there was more than one plan drawn up during former 
Administrations but somewhere amidst all the broadcasts 
i heard covering the Kennedy funeral rites, I heard one 


commentator 

say that 
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• e » i r t ■ t , n . * • 

T attention to dett i.' , $ ipted with so many other 

points in which sUe concentrated throughout the hectic weekend 
of flovember 22nd - 25th makes one marvel that she 
could go through so much and still maintain the poise she did, 

is: 

■tody I heard that she had seen to it before going to Hyanisport 
that all the President's papers t including those on his office 
desk , were gathered up and forwarded to a arvard where a library for 
the Kennedy Presidential p a pers are to be housed. It 
was further reported that she had asked the architect 
of the, harvard Presidential library to design a tomb 
or monument for her husband's Arlington gr a ve site, 

Qunality of a ny type in times of strain is bound to fill 

one with wonder and admiration, If she goes much further, 
however, one is going to begin speculating on where human 
qualities end and inhuman ones take over, 

■ •■■-• • 

TUfilma fust called. She reports John has gone to Memphis on some 

educational matter and that she would like to crank up her 

Folksw a gon tomorrow, roll up the rug the hysterical Ladies 
are presenting me as, a Christmas gift and head down the river to 
make the presentation on the morrow, 1 told her that would be 

fust fine, 

I told her the rug presentation, recalled to mind the fine 
rug sent to Julius Caesar by theQueen of&gypt, — 

the one that when unrolledturned out to h a ve concealed within it the 
person of Cleopatra herself and asked her what she reckoned she 
could do by way of emulating Sgypt's. Queen, Thelma 
liked hat one. 


I haven't heard much about social festivities in town for Saturday 
fireworks doings. So far as I know, Celeste did nottake a room 
at the hotel overlooking the fireworks display for this year, 

Perhaps Sister did but I didn't hear about it if she did. 

Celeste is having her sister-in-law, Betty*Lane Regard Courager, the la t 
husband, Keith, and their daughter of perhaps 26 summers who 
are supposed to fourney up from Hewlberia for the weekend, I 
like them all and I hope they make it. 

There ought to be plenty to talk a bout onSunday, what with 
„22 the Saturday night festivities to be re-hashed plus whatever 
the returns may be following the State elections onSaturday It is 
going to seem so quiet on the radio next week since 7 or 8 of the Gubern 
candidates will have been knocked out of the race and there will be 
only a couple of thw runners-up to beat the air w a ves 
in pursuit of their political a spiration and that will be 
a vast relief,,,,,,,,. 


* Tuesday, December t, 19 63. 


Memorandum: 

Fair and chilly. The low last night was 29 and the high 
tod ,y about 58, 

, * accomplished little, thanks to the many 
people who passed,this w a y and I dou t if j do much more 
• » the morrow since I shall probably be devoting myself 
merely to catching up t a g ends left today, 

Thelma had threatened to honor me with a visit 
at 1:50, I betook myself to the store at that hour, 
thinking to encounter her along the way, Insiead 
I bumped into some dull gentlemen, three in numeber, 
two named Dinsmore, of all things, hailing from Whichita, 
or rather Wichita, Kansas who told me they had driven the 
600 miles down here, makiAg the same time they did last year, 
which me a nt nothing to me. The store had told them 
they could make a tour and so I toured them but the fare was 
rather heady for them and I was glad to say goodbye when 
Janes appeared, Thelma arrived only one hour late which 
is pretty good for her and several other ladies such as 
I, 6 ,W illard f only I, S, Willard, doesn't always say which day 
she is coming at some precise hour and so she even exceeds 
ihelma in her promptness in keeping appointments, 

. . • 

Thplma said she had left a package in her car and so 
James and I walked back to the front gate with her. There 
had been talk, about the Hysterical Ladies giving me 
a rug a nd 1 h a d said anything but a rag rug would be fine, 

Ihelma had 'phoned or written she had found something 

that was embroidered or some such, I didn't know what she was talking 

about but I found out when we got the package to the house, _ two 

sm a ll o'Jnl rugs p rhaps 2 by 5 feet a nd one larger one pe rh a ps 6 feet 
ten feet or,some such. As you have already anticipated, all three 
were rag rugs. Ho hummmmmmmmm. 

We had a pleasant couple of hours of chitchat and as 
Thelma has entertained la l^torm and knows Kay and had met 
James be.j ore, things tberen t difficult to get conversation 
flowing, 

f V < o l % ; T ^ \\ ,, , i 4' J % * <: » 

One thing Thelma had to relate interested me. It 
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seems that the new stadium or whatever-they call it which was 
built at Ho thwestern by theState to the tune of ever 
a million dollars , —a covered sort of a colesium, has been 
completed but is no being accepted, How one rejects a 
3 t a diium built on one's property, 1 wouldn't know* It's 
the place, ky the way where Carmen and Chrales envisioned 
having „heir fine ball when the 250th anniversary is 
observed next May 8th and 9th, Why the building is 
not being accept is because the darned thing leaks and 
tfic builders don t seem able to patch it up. What next is 
anybody's guess, Ih^is s pother example of the thing 
that happens when crooked politicians allot public money 
to pet c ontractors and probably both, the contractors 
a nd politicians take so much financial gravy for 
their own pockets that the stuff built is 


. I was especially glad the sun was shining and the 
thermometer rather moderate when I lea ned about 9:30 
this morning that the artist's house had caught fire, her things 
l~rge measure pulled out into the yard as water gave the interior 
quite a soakin'g, 'lhe sunshine must have helped dry things 
off and the comparative mildness of the weather ade 
things easier for all the labor that had to be expended, 


A stovepipe in her living room must have ignited 
a rafter leading to the space between the ceiling and 
the roof and flames were leaping along the roofline before 
the artist was summoned ty someone passing in the road, 

'1his seems to be line with so many fires in human habitation 
the people inside the house being the last to know about what's 
going on over their heads. 


'there were plenty of people around to lend a hand and the 
big eld tanks on wheels which are used in the spraying of 
pecan trees we e wheeled up by tractors and the fire was quickly 
extinguished so that it was wacer th t probably did more 
damange than che fire, '1'he carpenters were _.omg to patch up 
the side of t he house and the roof this afternoon so that she 
may well be quite comfortable now, 

I heard something in connection with this fire that I never heard 
of in any other although the law of Averages must make it 
happen once in a while but probably goes unreported, 

I learned about it from the artist herself who called me 
around noon to recount her adventures, She said Mrs, 1 ‘ ullilove 
of Shreveport had called her this morning to ask if she had 
any pictures and theartist had told her that at the 
moment her house was on fire and she couldn't tell if there 
would e q ny pictures or not by the time it was over but for 
Mrs, I'ullilove to come along on the morrow anyway, 

I learned from±>ore(\th a tonight that James was at the camp this 
afteroon but told noreatha he,was not coming over to see me as 
he knew a was busy s n Wednesday a fternoons . I am already 
impatient to tell him about the Hunter conversation while the 
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fire was in p.regress* 

n hen she called me, the artist asked Tie to tell Mr, Pipes 
if he called me that her curtains and window shade in her living room, 
had been spoiled by the /ire. In this s tatement 
she didn't use the word spoiled but someother word which as 
wonder/ul but 1 cannot recall it, it was so unexpected, 
t is interesting that one never hears plantation 
people used the word spill either, "Look out", I 
have heard them say hundreds of times to one or another person 
who unwittingly is spilling something• "You're wasting 
your coffee ..." or whatever, —always wasting never spilling. 

Rumor had it at supper that Fugabou went to 
a hospital this afternoon but this may nor be true. 

He has been resisting hospitalisation for 
a couple or three weeks and various members of 
his, family are urging him not to go. An 

operation is imperative if he is going to have a chance to 
survive but so many people in the 1ug„ } ou bracket 
resist hospitalisation on the theory that hospital means 
death and they would prefer dying at home. Since everybody 
else, sooner or later, is likely to die, 1 suppose Fug n bou will 
one d y but in view of all the drinking he and his brother- 
in-law, Pal, have been doing in the past 10 or 15 years, it 
seems almost likely that both are indestructa,ble • Pal 
is supposed to have had a diabetic problem for more than a decade 
and diabetics, as I understand it, must not indulge in sugar or 
a nthing alcoholic begetting sugar in the system but 

Pal has lived on liquor, sometimes weeks at a stretch at the expense 
of food and still is going strong and I can only 
marvel, 

With the State's election dayarriving on Saturday, 
all candidates both on the State and Parish level are 
appearing on radio and TV between nearly every 15 minute program, 
sometimes as many as 3 candidates squeezing in their appeal for 
votes between programs, I laughed tonight when I 
heard a Uew Orleans announcer introduce Shelby uackson, a 
Gubernatorial candidate, as the next speaker, -»whereupon the taped 
speech was run off and it turned out that the man who was introduced 
as Shelby °ackson turned out to be Robert Mennon, cfi other 
appirant for the same office, the confusion reigning 
in broadcasting, sta ions must be tremendous when such slips 
occurs but perhaps the candidates are toe busy beating the air in 
other directions to notice same,, . 


Memo randum j 


Thursday, December 5th, 1963, , 


,t 67 Fa UdaZ ith £ li" V S8 last and a high 

/•r ir riday iud SatiU/ Cr VAuL C /l'i,' liat3a U 

I held the th'ouoht ti Z fallowed by ram on Sunday, 

the f.lks e hav: U C iiet }X 0 ?.i k 2 9 L°l*' U " UI ^ 

on Saturday niah-■ * / e ■* r ^ s frolic m town 

at home, leavina it 'fw/Y miJ 3 el 'f»* sti all remain 
•f the way fromthe skyrockets !f 8 U 0 . rr i/ »ut 

....... 

message TtUt ' J °' d find the ^esday 

eenlry piCtUre the 

imagine how strikinn ti l 7 Z f s# ^ cd>l readily 
seemed to little wiaTee mUat ,iaUe 

halTteZ olid Zkml P r iU r 

but there is no throat I 1 ** a 3 tu SS ed »“>2 

of pills from the patent d lsc97l /»rt and a flock 

WU1 put >ut ./ thf/fy fa YJ'fr ZT rU SUr ° 

advamftfft' & 'f f X J\ a ‘"‘t * n 

/•»-* 9 y,u 

persenal i ty ,, .nefrln HT "**? 

htu it made mi smile. ’ maiJ 1e atlt ** S utss 

teem fa l '”'*? 1 dng SUr ’ 3 in 

’fen ttilfiTiiUsfafl 1 ^ re. 

Hunter creations, S Merest ing merchandise , c including some 

And now for the mildly amusing details j, 

XUe arti3t called me this noon, she said • 

\ • 

drug stlri’f rill f'she‘lit mi 1 l i>> "'“ lt w ’ rk3 at UcClung's 
In sked her if she had Mrs, Millspaugh in 
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Cloudy with a mid 30 - mid 60 range• 

It was enchanting to eceive the surprise from Lyme 
as of Wednesday last past when today's pest was 
received. Semehew 1 had net e xpected further news 
before next week and I am delighted te have it fer the weekend 


I reckon she's the lady alright . I don't knew 
her number but if you'd call McClugg's store 
and gits her, would you tell her she can come a git her p 

* 

1 called Millspaugh's and get Teesie and asked 
her is you the lady what works at McClungs who got 
the a ritsst to paint some pictures," and she laughed 
and said she must pie ad guilty and would be down to roun 
up same shortly, 

in short, the artist doesn't find it odd that i/rs. 
■lacy should be working for r. Gimkle and since to many 
white people all people H of color look alike, so for the 
artistmany a white lady looks like another white lady and 
the artist is forever asking me if ± will call Miss Setha 
r s • c • Vernon Cloutier of Beaufort to tell her her pictu 
are ready whereas it is Carmen Breasea'le who has visited 
artist and ordered the pictures. Beth is Squat and fat a 
Carmen tall but they are all one and the same thing to 
the artist who has known them both for 50 years but still 
can t tell the one from the other which, did those two h> 
know it, would distress them no end. 

V,: ■ 

I have chanced on news items in the a ir 'w a ves from 
the directions of both Alexandria and Shreveport wherein 
announcer has had something to say about the Natchitoches 
Saturday night festival of light and the 250th anniversary 
of the founding of Natchitoches . Carmen is supposed 
to be handling 250th anniversary pu licity and I asked 
her if Saturday 3 doings had anything to do with next 
year s celebration. 


I am so happy to learn that at long last that famous 
old bird finally made up his mind to drop the blessed bundle 
a nd selected the'VeYy day that means 30 much not only to 
the family on whom the bundle was dropped but also to another 
intimate friend for whom that identical date means so much, too. 

t was be a great relief alia round that things have turned out 
so welll. I can readily imagine how everyone concerned will 
rejoice when the pre-natal routine for the respective members 
may be resumed. 

I waJit to say how much I apreciate the account of how 
news came to hand regarding the November 21st doings. 

There are certain events which make a profound mark on 
everybody's memory, that is to say, the memory of 
everyone a s to when the first information came through. 

Pearl Harbor a'nd the destruction of the fleet there, —tomorrow 
is the anniversary, come to think of it, that seems to have 
may a profound effect on the minds of so many people in so 
many differentwalks of life with whom I have talked. 1 think 
I have mentioned before that I chanced to be in Natchez that day, 
going from church to lunceon to te a and then to Mrs. 

Brandons and finally around 7 or8 o'clock to Boan Byrnes, somehow 
for a?i entire afternoon pissing the news as to what had happened. 

It seems to me another event in this category was the first 
news of the death of F. D. 'R. and now we have all keen through 
the Kennedy murder. 

It is interesting,' as touched on in your letter, 
how one receives such news and accepts it as true 

while at the same time one seems incapable of receiving it a s a fact 
I ccin think of many c omparaisons but none seem to fit very well. 

Off hand, I guess one parallel might be used involving 
n sports contest. One's place in the 

stadium is shield from the field by a wire mesh and when 


tiell,_no, in a Way not but don't you see 
to keep the birthday business in the public m 

"Oh,", 1 responded in my turn but did no 
I didn't see why the impression should be giv 
night as having anything to do with next year 
The fact is, of course, that the whole 250th 
thing has already gone go pot before it even 
no n ii S f}lren dded tf in 9 r *dients that are never 
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the football or hasketba.il or whatever goes wild and lands 
against the mesh protecting one, the presence of the 
ball is seen clearly enough and at one realises one doesn't 
have to budge since it can't possible penetrate the wrie 
screen # For me it was something of that same sense that 
nothing really terrible had actually happened when the news of 
the shooting of the President came to hand f __there it was 
right in front of me and I had heard the report and accepted 
the f act but somehow a shield of inability to b&ief h a d come 
. between the fact and my acceptence of it a nd I continue 

to wonder n bout the pecuilar sensation produced by the acceptence 
of the a ctujlity and yet the re jectionof it as being'a fact, per¬ 
haps students of the mind have written books about this phenomenon 
and I should like to explore their findings in'the wake of the 
experience so many of us had such a short time b a ck. 

* 

I am 30 glad arrrangments were made for r eservation 
of the best news media for eventual exploration aid 
perhaps the details touched on in these printed pages will mean 
even more when one has had an opportunity to observe the whole 
horrible business recedes a little to a better point of 
persepctive • 

Following such disasters, one naturally casts about to 
discover some straw or other one may cling to as symbolic 
of compensation. In the President’s death, it may be guessed 
that much that he inaugurated and pushed toward achieving will 
now be enacted into law as the tidal w a ve rolls over the country 
andexert8 its pressure on Congress, There is a chance 
that Congress might have dwadd'led al'ong through the 
next election without enacting anything of 'the Kennedy program 
hoping, as might have happened, that Mr, Kennedy might have 
failed to. be re-elected so that so much he fought for would have 
been delayed too long. But now the pressure for its enactment 
is a ppr antly going to be so great that some and perhaps 
many of the salient points will have to be pui through Congress 
so that Mr, Kennedy will secure more by his death than by 
his survival • Tt seems too high a price to pi y 

for anyx.iing but - he- - ip icv of stfjrk reality must now be accepted and 

perhaps we shall discover that the inspiration he gave while 

in office will effect more good than might otherwise have been secured. 

My sniffles continue but a re on thew a y out. May this 


Sunday, December 8th, 1965, 


Memorandum: . <. 

Saturday cloudy and mild, Sunday sunny and chilly, 

• 

I am deligh ed to report that both last week's and this week's 
Life came through eventually, both issues being of unqiue 
interest, 1 haven't had an opportunity to turn through them with 
a sec etary as yet but I know from the pleasure t have had 
in glancing through them hurriedly'is'go ing to be doubly enchanting 
when I can go through them again more painstakingly, 

. I ‘ _ * • 

Sister bl-w in Saturday morning and her daughter appeared with 
a girlffriend fromBaton Rouge in time for dinner. The two 
girls went on to town for the parade and they remained 
in tcwn last night. 

Celeste s three guests from Mew Ikeri a arrived before dinner on 
Saturday noon, too, andCele ste and they journeyed to town-for 
the a fterno^n parade and f ireworks and the turning on of the lights. 

Sister dicln t go in until a bout first dark, returning here sometime 
(juriiig the night, 1 went to bed a kout 7 and listened between 
9 afid 10 to election returns and thenf ell asleep and so didn't know 
how things turned out in the ballot boxes until this morning, 

I, S, Dillard 'phoned me this morning, saying she had 
learned fromKay whom she had entertained yeste-d&y that I had keen 
nursing a cold, S he wondered if there was something she could do 
for me, I thought it kind of her to inquire. 

She said that d-uring the afternoon when the water ski-ing Toas just 
getting going nicely in front of her house she stepped to the lower 
level of the mai sonette for something or other and discovered a gush of w~j.ter 
issuing from a bove . Something had gone wrong in her 

bathroom on the main floor and was running merrily through the basement, 

■ L he story was long and involved and I wool-gathered in the telling but 
I gather nobody got drowned. She wanted to tell me, after 
Hany circumlocutions that Kay had told her she had given 
up the idea of moving to 1886, an intention she had firmly 
expressed to[ James recently, a n announcement which did p rturb 
fames. Mow ic seems &ay has decided than she will be just as happy 
at Hyde Park using it as a base to do gardening and what not a t 1886 and 
I, S. , 'illarc had explained to Kay that lots of people have homes in town 


* v , 
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a seal until 

and Rar/sh levllZ/^Thlli wilVlTt lunoY/elVctV*™ 9 Z U b$th tn tUe 3tate 
as between ex-Mayor Morrison and ex-Uii/i+/l. Qt V a " Uar V -*■**'» 

■that gentleman spells his name. J. H. is for *McKi thin* r T M ° Ki n * r fltw «ver 

Morrison. Mu sole r*n<t.n te , \ b J ,r M ckithin, I am for 

he spent a lit of moTeu in VJolX 9 ' J ” ris9n is *«au«. 
so show for it. Most executives* i,?/! 8 ^ ,d tUe city ,ia3 S9 ^«bhing 
3pend a lot of money and the lend te ~~^ a V* r ,r Governor, 

/.r th, cities t, ,h. u /.r «. expenditlr. ,/ uZt/tVm.Z'f. " ,tU " s ta "9 il 

I ■“ 1»<* j *«»* *• is alright. 

because J. happen to know the Utter l/d like tAat * S merel V 

* riedman was re-elected tn th*l+n+ « l * m * s V 1 Van 

was pleased with the result Irbu* HoVt*** iV*? ° 3 1 ^ U9red him, I 

second try in o'anuarv In ill* Wlil ,ia ' je tf ru » •» a 

Both candidates eem t* h a ve g»td” friendV* 1 ^ 9r . tUe r ' 2 «rk ofCourt job. 

could both win. Gmile. 9 d ' friend3 a ' ld lt v>ould be nice ij they 

that euryene I in Id’haul ueild'ag’a’inll TtTiTt’ 3 ‘ 1 '"“ S * Sai/ ' ' 

sots satisfaction far me. I discovered Inn.’fl a "lf ay aM u ‘ at presided 
candidates I had never even heard ’ da , y t ,,,e ' */ 

?? rattl “ ,/j 
7*’aV}/iiv, ssism:,*; wifi in’?’* am 

head ,/ the department in which I *,■ All'rd* • , *' uar V ge-reund. He is 
P_re> n Hy ms a Ht cenaerned aieli dr 1 .i t ZZi ■ /,r t, “ It «“»•» »'•« 
vactsen ad already resigned anyway it 1 k.J n *n ,i aP! ”"' Uv ‘ * ut sinc ‘ 
utt ut 3mr ' 3 

a cupL' f *• *<"•*<>**<>» /.r 

/t was stated further that precaution /1 11 9 A* e " ator Lehman. 

taken a t a ny time in the cast for Pres{denti S ? Sa / ct ^ exceetie d that every under- 

why this is being done. Pe rh/vs tZ// / visits. I wonder 

there is some kind of n •> u.? re ^ irea Ls and. p rhaps 

immediately after one e/tleif’vjjfr f‘s‘ S im P ellin 9 carekp.ts t$ try murder 

t, fath.m is the werld in wVich we livi. *“">“*•* *« ««c» an eff.rti H.w diff 

P Was a g,ed ay far getting caught up things at Lyme . 
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Monday , December 9th , 2963. 


• • 1 

Memorandum• 

\ 

r • tu v;, a s; •'ao r. . $ *> i >c , r * • 

Partly cloudy and with a l cool. 

■ ■ 

Barnes dropped in this afternoon bearing foodstuffs 
not only for the man with the sniffles but for the two black cats. 

In typpical Register style , James had figured the 
cats might not be encountering a s fine fare from the 
table if their master didn't chance to be within reach of 
edqbles during the present visitation fromPhreveport and so 
he had secured some fancy animal food for lorn and x omtom. 

* t " 

A s for Lest a n there were oranges, lemons t b a n a iias strawberries , 
oysters ai}d so on and so forth. I was especially d elighted 
to have the oysters since a hot stew before folding up 
the beard seems just made for.sniffle victims. 

. I laughed to the point of tears over two or three 
tales vames had to tell about 1826 and a bout 
I. 3. uillard. One of the things a’»u 'the latter 
revolved around some unexpected shopping on that lady's 
part. Among other things, it is an excellent 
illustra ion of the care one should pursue in chitchat 
with I. 8 .Willard . 

One day last summer, K a ;, I. Willard and James oere laughing 
about the failure of town merchents to stock supplies, — 
one might find difficulty in finding a pair of hinges to 
hang a door but one hinge might be found, etc., etc., and °ames 
remarked he hqd in mind buying a couple large sise shirts 
but had secured one and would pick up a bunch when he went 
to JhreJeport the next week iad so on. during the balance of the summer 
and while 1.8.1V. was inGreece in October, the 

Registers had been to Gyreve^port seve al times and that was that. 

On BundaU, therefore, James was quite taken aback when 1. S. 

W. announced she had been to Ghre veport earlier in the week and 

had purchased 35 or 40 dollars worth of shirts »?l James' 

behalf and there were the shirts with the itemised bill which 

I. S. W. had paid on purchase and which James could pay her for when he 

pleased and if he didn t like the shirts, I. S.W. would take 

them b n ck to & hr eve p.ort for credit. 

"hile he .;as telling me, thei ea suddenly struck me 1 had 
.. been sufficiently careful of my own speech when . S .W. had 
called me on Sunday, asking if there was anything a needed and I 
, bold her all 1 could think of was a giraffe to snip off the tops of some 
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IS or 15, foot p»2es I. could see breaking the even line 

of the hedge 1 could see from my window, I ± can thank 
myself and my own foolishness if suddenly a trailer backs up 
n nd unloads a giraffe, purchased on my behalf* Smile, 

today's post brought me disappointing news in 
the form of advice that one or two little items I had counted on 
by way of Christmas tokens would not be forth-coming• Perhaps 
they will be available later but that will mean that Christmas will have 
passed and one doesn t rc-capturq such events, once the season ha s 
flown . The odd thing^about today s post was 

that it covered particulars set in mftion early in October and that 
letters concerning same should have arrive this late and on 
the same day seems an odd coincidence and an unhappy one, 

Toifight's radio news contained two stories, one dumb, the 
other re-assuring, that interested me. The dumb one was out of 
flew Orleans where i sister; of Frank Sonotra, unior s sister was 
askhed how she felt ~,bout her brother being kidnapped, 
i thought her response perfect : "Well, how would you feel if 
your brother had been kidnapped ,,,• ” 

y other story out of Washington stated that Pr sident Johnson 
had designated theSecretary of Interior to handled all 
matters about oil matters rather th a n referring them to the 
President * 1 think this is extremely wise, what with the President 

himself hailing from a big oil State .and especially 30 since in the 
past I had somehow got the imoression through Helen that big 
oil in the old days inLexas had been favored by Mr, Johnson . 

Undou tedly a Secretary is likely toeonsider his Chief's position 
on r-.nyjaatter but at least there is a gesture here that looksbetter 
than would the matter if no turned over to somebody else. 

Local hews of interest centers on the xrtist, It seem3 
she came through her pre-winter spring housecleaning in the 
wake of the fire nicely and decided she was tired of her old 
car and purchased herself a new one. The fact that • 
she cannot drive is merely a detail. She isn't fjoing to let 
her t grand 3 on tear the new one up, she says • Why she 

wants a new car since she never got anywhere with the earlier 'one, only 

she can explain, "Pa" is living up the road with one of his 

children. Perhaps she envisions "Pa" driving her abou but 

since "Pa" lost his license a long time hack for inability 'to 

operate a car, hi,s r,ole as chauffeur would seem to h e dubious 

to everyb ne but possibly net to the artist. Be that as it may, 

the artist is now possessed of a vehicle and if possessing same 

delights her, that's all that matters and all I will add 

is the fact that we certainly do know seme remarkable people .. 

■ c sc.fi' si'-' \ V * w 1 i ’• 
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'Tuesday ,December 10th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy, dri 2 sley, clammy, We are promised the 
same thing /tr the morrow in temperatures around 50, followed 
by clearing and twin cold waves arriving tomorrow evening, the 
one descending from the north joined by one from the 
west, The broad national weather picture for this 
evening speaks of snow in Buffalo to the tune of 10 inches 
but I know not if this extends to all sectionsof the State, —I 
hope not, 

.... . m ■ ■' . 

I have just eaten one of the big tangerines 
James brought yesterday, I must ask hima gain what 
they are called. About the size of a grapefruit, they 
look like and peel like tangerines but are possessed 
of an abundance of juice reminding one of the Delta 
oranges of South Louisiana than which there are none 
juiceful, Regardless ,of the weather, my cold is bound to 
be knocked out by such savory fare. 



Sister continues her local visit, ^7ie ran in to 
town this morning and purchased a three thousand dollar automobile 
for her daughter for Christmas of Dew Year's delivery. It has to 
be b a by blue, she says, —the car, not tier daughter, of course. 

It seems to me only yesterday I was talking about 
the artist and her propensity for investing in cars, 

Mesdames Hunter and Wenk should find much in common, 

/ 

The store sent me a couple of pilgrims this 
noon, Jfhey were delightful and we had a two hour 
go at things and the time was too short, I think their 
name is Warren or Warner or some such and they live at Senaca Falls, 
Hew York, I think the man may have been an educator 
but is probably retired. He mentioned they lived 
somewherp on Long Island for twenty five years. They 
are interested in historical things and told<. 
me something of the swell job that has been done 
at Coope rstown, !Uw York, They thought 
that project was achieved and.is under the Hew York 
State Historical Society, I remember Hellen Dupuy Bullock, 
spoke of work she was doing at Cooperstown for the National 
Trust and 1 wondered if there could possibly be two 
projects operating concurrently at Cooperstown or if 
the'Historical Society has. takeu over from the Rational Trust 
or the other way around, Thelma has 3poken 
of some preservation done in Western ,/lew York 
by the Historical Society and I must ask 
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her what she knows about this Cooperstown deal • After 
Christmas I shall write Helen who, as secretary 
of national • L rust, ought to ke able to set me straight. 

And so Idlewild is now John F. Kennedy Jiir„Port and 
the President has asked Congress to authorise fifty cent 
piece bearing the Kennedy likeness. I learned 
from that news report that the present half dollar pieces 
the likeness of Benjamin Franklin, the only non-Freaident 
whose likeness has thus appeared on American money t it 
was said, I immediately tracked down a fifty cent piece 
to see how Hr,Franklin appeared but couldn't make him out. 
Tomorrow I shall search for another like coin to see 
if i is clearer and then I shall try rubbing 
a soft pencil on thin paper over.the surface to see if 
will do anything ky way of bringing out the 
picture'with greater clarity. It seems to 
me I heard Mrs. Roosevelt was to ke honored by having 
her likeness on a st a mp and that Mr. Kennedy will 
be honored in the same manner, too. 
think of any two leaders of our time 
thus honored. 

•; . . . !• 

Over the coffee cups this morning I was 
shown a lace tablecloth, fashioned by Clara Genung’s 
nimble fingers and I was staggered, ky the amouht 
of work involved in its creation. You will 
recall Mrs. 'Talker s mother had a harrowing mis¬ 
adventure ky getting hooked up to the ice making 
compuratment of an ice box a year or so k a ck. The 
loss of one joint of a middle finger must have 
keen a handicap in creating tltis delicate masterpiece but 
during the past f,ew months I have appl uded her persistence 


bear 




that 


Off hand, I can’t 
I should enjoy seeing 


in undertaking and carrying through 
because I felt it was providing her 
could manage and, more important, a 
unending employment of the type she 
Oddly enough, although she scarcely 
hit on her as the recipient of the 


the work simply 
with a job she 
job that g a ve her 
really likes. 
knows Celeste, she 
cloth. i think such 


a choice is k a sed on some kind of a t e-injwith 
the mother-daughter complex. 1 think Mrs. (Skenung never knew 

Madam Regard but perhaps felt something of the mother- 
daughter as paralleling the living relationship between 
Mesdames Genung andJalker. However that complcation 
m^y be explained, Celeste got the cloth and evrykody seems 
pleased all the way around ......... 
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pl^J ing high-j inks in a seasonable or unseasonable 
fashion, —43 this morning in a downpour, 70 
in a drissle this noon gild then back down into 

the r , 40 , 3 bei0re dark and the pro ise it will 
to 25 before another dawn. 


sag 


Having announced m n her arrival Haturday that 


~ V -3*- • » rvu* wwvm Vita U 

she would be departing on Monday, Sister finely made up 
her mind this afternoon providing £L concerned with 
„ sense of fervent gratitude. 

oames dropped in around 22*30 and departed a-little 
’ e J 0 re 3. At}dy , arrived at 1 to lend me a hand at 
somet things but I sent him home at ,4 having got 
mighty littl^ done in the free hour I*had for him but 
Andy has a cold like everkody else and I thought 
getting home before dark a nd while he could still 
found enough daylihgt to enable skipping puddles 
along the way would ke a good idea. 


she had treated her cold ridden family 
of honey, lemon juice and whiskey 


Doreath a told me 
and herself to a brew 

at bedtime and that everyone had sleept pretty well. 

I have the honey, lemon juice and whiskey but as I 
am having no difficulty sleeping these nigh s, i 
think 1 shall ind,ulge myse'lf in a nice hot 
oyster stew when beard-folding time rolls ’round. 

o 

vanes brought some wine with him, --it seems ]fo me it 
is called Yild fountain or some such unexpected » creation, 
■some to think of i , some bcdy^ makes an excellent ice 
cream called pild Mountain Berry f if memory serves, 
but it seems to me the ice cre^m kerries were berries while 
the wine by the same name seems to be made of Co •cord grapes 
Be that as it may, we had a couple of snorts together and 
while it wasn t heady, it did seem to me the alcohol tended 
to clear my throat a kit but I think the oyster 
stew will prok a bly do even better .«. 






















•• • • 
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From, my afternoon visitor whose wife is 
on the friendliest of terms with I, S.Willard, that 
the latter is much concerned about what her fate 
will be, now that Shelby Jackson gave up his 
post as Superintendent of Education to run for Governor 
and came out fifth in that initial race which lets him out 
of Gubernatorial aspirations while the Superintendent 1 s 
job goes te Bill Dodd. I. S.'W. is not 
on Civil Service footing which is just another way 
of saying that it is very likely the new Superintendent will 
turn out the Jackson people and pu ; in q fleck of 
his own. If the picture in The Enterprise, dated 
something like 1897 is properly dates, it is obvious 
that I. S, W. who figured in that i llustrati on must 
have passed the 65 year old classification wherein most 
educational people on the State payrele automatically step 
down, A change in Superintendents will undoubtedly bring 
this age thing up a ^d., knowing this, I, S .Willard , according 
to her girl friend, appears unusually nervous these days 
and more than ever given to woolg a thering. Whether 
the Art job on the educational front is exhausting or whether 
I. S.W. tends t$ make it so beyond the required point, 

I wouldn't know. It is obvious to everyone, however, that 
her constant flying from one end of the State to the other 
on her official duties is bound to be enervating and I 
hold the thought that if she must give up that place, she 
will find something else to take up her time that will be 
far less wearing. 

* 

‘Ihe Louisiana political pot is boiling merrily 
once more following Saturday's runoff. Ihe 
lines pre pretty much drawn as between the 
hill billy northern part of the State and 
the river bottoms section of the south, ‘Ihe 
northern forces have started a b a rrage against Morrison 
because, they say, he received the 
"block vote" in the south, the block vote being 
the he a vily populated negro neighborhoods. They don't 
say that A errison is cultivating negro votes but 
indicate the negro vote favors him and therefore he 
must jivor that group. At a time when 
there is enough racial scuffling going on, 

this injection of color seems especiil ly lament a ble but, as 
we have always known,.any means is likely to 
be employed by politicians to round up votes and if a re¬ 
stirring of racial matters will achieve victory, then 
that most certainly is to be used. Well, x hope Morrison 
beats the hill billies in spite of this but another 
mothth of scuffling will have to ensue before we find out.,.. 


Thursday, December 12th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

It drizzled and rained all night and all today 
but the thermometer put off dropping into the 
freeze bracket, b eing content to "hoover" around 
40 for the past 24 hours. It is s.aid 

it will continue drizzling tonight and the thermometer will 
sag to the upper 20's which means, an ice coating for vegetation 
and I shall be glad if too much weight doesn't form on 
the big oak. 

v . j-'uw "iil: ,.:v ii?,: Li r jz a na\, zb i z 1 :■..1 e 

This morning at the coffee hour, Celeste 
handed me my first Christmas present. It had keen lefft 
by Juanita B. at Celeste's for me the day before but itwasn'tfrom 
Pat and Mrs. Pat but, according to the tag, from 
"T'aine and Joey", whjch I take to be offspring 
of Juanita B. and Pat. It is kind to ke remembered 
that is kind on the, part of people acquainted with one to remember 
him and there will be a gift from them in due time but 
it seems pointless to me to make up 

a Christmas gift package of a pair of knitted sli pppers, which 
I know the children didn't make and send them along ~ 
to a person whom the children wouldn't know fromAdam. 'There's 
something tout it that is as out of joint as the name, "Joey", 
which demonstrates once again the tendency of parents to 
pin a name on a child that nobody, even the child, could 
possibly like. After all, since "Joey" is J. M. Henry,3rd, 
and since Joe Henry is called Joe, father of Pat, and since 
Pat is j. M. Henry, junior and called Pat, it seems to 
me they could call v. Henry, 3rd, by the name o Joseph or 
J- M'or anything almost other th a n "Joey. I 

thought the late oohn Kennedy solved the problem neatly by calling 
his son John-john, so letting the name remain intact and 
the doubling it. 

• 

The talkers have as j.n only child a son named 
Kenneth Walker, junior. The parents and the boy's grandmother 
call him Kenney and the boy naturally dislikes it even as most children 
I believe, incline to dislike such corruptions of their r eal 
names. 1 must say, on the other hand_, so m a ny of 
the colored folks in this area bestow names which areaccepted with 
casualness at a great rate. 1 was impressed the other day when 
I heard the name of n son of somebody around here, I forget 
the person s name, who has a son called "Son Gun". Somebody 
was* rattling off the names of some people at some party but 

I Interrupted and asked for a'repeat when "Sun-Gun" unexpectedly 

to light. ** 
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Friday, December 13th, 19 63. 


I talked with I. S.Willard today. Her sen with 
his Jamily le^ve Malibu,California later in the month and 
on January 8th sail on the VnitedStates for Europe, They 
will go to Bonn, Germany, which seems to be a center for 
the Litton Company, It is her son's 
assignment oh arrival to cast about Europe for- 
a likely site for est a blishing another unit for the 
company, either inGermany, Switzerland or some place that has 
required facilities for the new unit, not only for 
offices and so on but conuenint places for air service and 
so on, al of whic sounds so late 20th century- 
as opposed to the Europe of ages past, 

• • 

I had a couple of calls from town, asking a bout 
a house not far from Oaklawn and I suppose 
there will be something in t he paper a bout it before long, 

Thq house,as I recall, reminds one a little of 
Beaufort as to layout, Harcisse Prudhomme was the first 
occupant of Be a ufort hnd this other house 

was built for his daughter when she became a widow, her husband 
having teen Emile # Sompayrac, I recall 

Thelma vaited the place last year, hoping it might be pressed into 
service for Pilgrimage and there*. 

was quite.a lot of talk ibout it at that time, I have never 
been there but have pa33ed it a million.time and now d find 
I want to go bye and have a serious look at the place, 

* 

The constant sprinkles during the past couple of days 
have kept qll but the hardiest souls from gathering pecans and 
the artist s grandson, Clyde ClaudeEmmet Davis, junior, is 
not among the hardier souls. As a couple of conservative 
field hands remarked to me todayt 

' . 

"That there boy likes clowning better than nuthin' else," 

i‘ , . m i v C ii 1 ^ i . ^ 1 o ■ • ' » 

and C, C EyD,, junior, has coneentrated ■- hi3 clowning ’oh 

the artist s new car which he trears up and down the road in at 

a great t rate in sharp contrast to the artist's determination that 

she isn t going to let him tear up her new car, Junior likes 

to get th t e thing going at a mile a minute and then jam on the 

breaks so it will skid on the slick pavement, etc,, etc,, and the artist 

mighty as well start "studyin 1 " about a new investment . 


Memorandum: 

« 

Rain and drizzle, drizzle and rain all last night and 
all day today, flow at, 10, the rain is being con¬ 
verted into sleet and banana plants are beginning to collapse 
along the front gallery. We are prgmised clearing, colder 
weather for the morrow and for the balance of the weekend. Winter 
obviously is getting ahead of winter in 1983, 

For a surprise, an air mail from Lyme awaited me 
at the post office today, i had too many visitors to get to 
the mail during the daylight hours and the inclement weather 
probably put all the secretaries to bed early tonight and so 
the mail is tucked away in the armoir awaiting the morrow to provide 
me with a bundle of sunbeams for the weekend, 

• 

James ^dropped in about 12:30 and remained until 4, Before 
he had shed his raincoat, the artist arrived, bearing a 
big bundle. She sid she was delivering it for MadamRand 
who was at the side gate but not getting out.eg her car, what 
with the teacher being so bad, I left James in charge of the 
bundle and accomoanied the artist to.the side gate where 
I chatted a few minutes with Blythe who sia d she had 

a big fruit cake on the gallery across the f ence forCsleste, 

J, d, and me but the bundle she had sent by the artist 
contained a Christmas wreath, -- 4 

. With the air chilly and the rain damp, tending 
at the car door to chat wasn't anything one would like to 
keep go nig forever and so I soon retreated to Yucca there 
James and a undid the bundle and found its contents 
to be a fine fat small leafed aedar business with plenty of 
tiny cones, touched up with silver, and a big red bow, I 

shall hoist it into position on the morrow to grace the living room door o 
the front gallery and place the one I had preserved from last year 
on the boudoir entrance, 

James didn't have any news in particular but we did cover quite 
a range qj subjects and spent some time on t ying to figure 
out patterns of behavoir, puzzling to us both, in the case 
of several people of people in the folio of our interest, 
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December lbth, 2963 


would never come to Natchitoches agqin, "the left hand 
doesn't know what the right hand is up to," James observed. 

And then there is the case of the artist, so inordinately 
sharp in some points and so remarkably dull in others 

and we brought all that to a conclusion by quoting the somewhat wacky lai 
once visiting here to declared at the conclusion of 
an afternoon's roudtable discussion that 
"'The longer I live, the longer I live," Smile, 

*■'. i; - '*■ ■ / , 4 l . : 1. , i ' 

| 

On the State level, there s a flurry of doings 
in the hame of the Governor's sen, ‘The Jimmy Davis juniors 
were married this year sometime or other and most of the 
people I know had never thought of the governor and Mrs, Davis 
as hav\ng j son. Be that as it may, the young wife,-- 
I think juv o' ii}d wife were in High .School when they married 
quid are still in their teens, --the younj wife has.taken her 
husband to Court, asking for i divorce and 7 50 dollars a month alimony 
with permission to increase the.sum when their heir is born in Jjiuary, 
Following their marriage, the youthful husband got a job with 
one of his papa's cronies in some shadowy bank business and 
there was something bout sonny being on the payrole at dollars 
a month which is pretty good salary for a teen qger just■starting out. 
When a Baton^oujc newspaper, —Margaret Dixon, I suppose, 
mentioned this fact, sonny boy resigned and took a job 
with the-^me r ican Jb-^nk andlrust of batonRouge from which S,G, 
recently retired, Buzz-buzz, 

From tonight's Dos -*ngeles news resorts, one gathers the Sonotra ki c 
napping case is about to break, The line was something like : 

"The ", £, is hopeful a statement maybe made timorrow", which, 

I assume, means the thing is a out wrapped up and I am glad the 

matter is a bout to be solved since speedy settlement of the 

thing may discourage other dumbskulls .from attempting a like outrage. 

The enterprise called tonight,a sking for a couple columns —just 
like that, fguess the 'talkers are going to Phoenix, .rizona for the 
Christmas internal and would like to have Lane^iver Memo in 
hand t hefore their departure but columns usually 
aren t knock off by a mere wave of zhe wand,,,,,. 


fine assortment of clippings until the morrow, ‘That 

will provide me with an excuse for reading the letter qI f over again , 

, * • 
ft goes without saying f am intrigued by the reference • 
to decorative notes dominating Christmas this year, I 
am quite in the dark as to whatthe surprise may be bu.z something 
tells me 1 am going to love it mightily, • 

» 

it is good to know the little trio made out 
3 o nicely durjng the vacation they experienced 
while their mistress was abroad. But like all 
vacationists, theirs was a hppy moment, I'll bet, 
when their mistress appeared and they were able to* * • 

return to home base, „ <• 

o 

'I'm glad an opportunity presented itself in this busy whirl, 
enabling little Mfss Dee to. have a go at catching up with 
newspapers, memoranda, etc, I continue rejoicing that the 
papers were saved for the interim covering your absence 
and naturally I was interested that the da$es suggested for the best 
accounts 'of national doings turned out to be the right ones, 

I can readily.imagine the disappointment in having missed 

the TV coverage of' the major event luring the interim but , 

I have a feeling the high points of theiashington services 
will be re-braadcast from time to time and that quite possibly 
there may be a movie compiled to be shown on the anniversary of the 
event and let us held the thought these may come within 
range sooner or later, 

" I’m glad you found the printed maierial of interest, 

I like to do plantation things part icular’ly rut I restrain 
myself from the impulse in.large measure because of the family 


... 
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Monday, December 16th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


reaction since one or two of the disagreeable members are 
forever fulminating about the use of local stuff, I don't 
care a bout such strange faces and noises but it is true that I 
should touch on such matters more frequently were the pattern 
on the domestic side a bit different . 

The business and social whirl increases in tempo as 
thjs holiday season morves forward, I hjve no idea 
what running up and down the road J, d, has been up to 
this past week, —Batonliouge and where ever and there have 
teen a series of evening Christmas parties in town,— 
banks, co-ops and all the rest and none are ever skipped, it 
would seem. Today, being the Sabbath and a day of rest, 

J, H, was up before 7 and with J, d, Williams and a local over¬ 
seer, a car and a couple of trucks headed for south 
Louisiana, Laf yette or some such place, in quest of young pecan 
trees. Celeste and I dined alone after which she departed for 
town, 


Fair and cold, sort of 40-ish by d a y, S 5 by night . 

I got some secretarial a ssistance this morning 
and was especially h a ppy of the opportunity to run through 
the clippings, 1 found the ones regarding '(adam Kennedy 

especially interesting . 

I appreciate the one about Stanley Arthur, too, and am 
a little surprised the notice wasn’t rather Longer, I felt 
the same way a bout the papers in the delican State, all of whi 
seemed to devote brief spce to the obituary and, o dly enough, 
none of them referred to Mrs, Stanley Arthur . It is 
impossible to guess how obituaries are going to be 
handled and I assume that often the number of lines 
withheld may depend on an e xcess of advertising, vital news of 
tne moment, etc,, when stacked up against the time of 
the obituary going to press • 


Madam Spinks of Crockett, called around 3:30. She 
is in Hatchitoches visiting her. son and his family and I invited 
her to come down and she did and we had a pleasant, little 
visit . J, H • and I supped alone this 

evening, what with the ladies, Celeste and^Me, being still at 
a frolic in town . 

J, H, said they, —he and J, H, Williams, at 
David’s restaurant which is either in Lafayette or •- 
Opolousas, a place where everyone in the know goes when 
in that area, David, pronouced the french fashion, 
is pperated by a negro • It’s a modest little 
place with a few tables and there is never a menu . When 
you are seated, David tells you, as ill today’s instance, 
one has a choice of fried chicken or baked duck. You 
state your preference and everything else proceeds with the 
guests accepting as at a family dinner at home, whatever 
is prepared for that day by way of vegetables, desserts and so on 
I believe this place has been operating for years and has never 
advertised and never inclined to attract quantity trade gnd, 
most wonderful, has survived to the delight of everyone who has 
ever eaten there and once one has broken bread there, one 
invar bly returns when in the region, 


beneath 


And so i must fold and get a dab of radio and 
rest against the morrovj which is cutting and hauling banana plant day 
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Tuesday, December 17th , 1965 


Memorandum 


Another freeze last night with thick 
big pot for the past several days. The c 
radiation tonight and 54 is suggested as 
50 promised for tomorrow's high, followed 
col i Wn’ve. 1 must suyautumn seems winery 

winter itself coming along 
done . 


ice remaining in the 
ouds are cutting down 
he possible low with 
on Thursday by another 
enough without 
lext week to show wh.it really can be 


volume of mail, naturally, increases, I did getaround 
letter from fehce Dary of Dallas which 1 shall enclos 
... it. Lhe picture she refers to is the one that 
l n . t,e re -P ri:it of the article about the Church fair, 
hea up one of these and discovered the electric fan she 


acmes didn't get down today but Kay called 
this evening to thank me for the* greetings 
.y, the 15th for her firth lay which was 
\ U • inquired after my good health a nd said if 

- 1 (jo up and 

. » heated throughout, 

was going to get some secretarial assistance toda 
a goof start this noon about 18:50, made little 
■ J sanitation expert arriving to spray the 

. JaS the first time 1 had seen the man since 

ring. Celeste reports she has been getting 

Yurr nnl er , JlCe 8 some reason the man was sent to 

bucca until past the middle of December when there aren t likely 

5 e so 'such need of his services as in deep summer, I must say, 
loweoer, that wule I should have welcomed his services monthly as 
a guarantee against water bugs, I s jw but a sin le waer tua *11 
season and that was in October\ i giesss. *1 take it the 9 
airplane dusting and spraying of K the cotton and Decans must 
disco-rage insects throughout cotton and pecan time. 


me at news time this evening to thank me for the* l 
sent her on Monday, the 15th for her firth.lav which 
enFriday, the 15th, r - • ■ -• 

it got too cold down this way, she wished’1 would 
occupy 1886 which she reports in being kept 

I thought I 
while I got off to 
progress, whit with the 
house throughout 
last S 
monthly 


worrying 
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Wednesday, December 18th, 19 63 


Memorandum 


Fair in contrast te the rain predicted and 
withal cold, with the threat of SO degrees for tonight 


Although the sun did little te con- 
tribu e any heat, it seeded persuasive in furthering my 
intention to get the artichoke roots out 
of my bathroom and I planted them in a temporary 
place at the end of the house on the west side which is a bout as 
protected and exposed to sun's rays to be found, I covered them 
with a mountain of cotton hulls and 

gave them my blessing, If they survive, i shall plant them 
in various places in the spring and if they don't live, 

I shall at least have not been stumbling over them 
in the bath all winter. 


Andy came to help me this afternoon but. after 
a couple of hours 1 sent him home, hoping he would 
stay close to the fire and nurse his 
bad cold, I had some lemons to share with him 
for a hot toddy and 1 gave, him my good wisbe8>without 
any advice about philandering along the way home, -- 
adice is so easy te reel off but so difficult to get 
accepted, 

I saw Fugabou today, dc is working again and hitting 
the >ot:le at the same time, I doubt if he ver weighed 
a hundred pounds and aopears to weigh even less now tut, thanks to 
some miracle, perhaps that of wine, he goes ihead 
with remarkable gusto ;» 1 wonder how he r oes it, 

Ihe other day lames brought three pairs of shoes he had 
found in •; shoe repair place, all in fine condition and 
all size 8, n e Sii id he had got them at a bargain of 
3 dollars a pair and thought I might know 
sone'ody around here who might like to have them. 

It appears they are all B width which mjses them 
rather sm ill for mo it of the people know who wear 
about 10 C but I am hoping some of, 

tlte youngsters may be able it pinch their feet into them 
for a little while, boys such as Log's who, like their 
papa, have tapering hands and therefore perhaps, taper ing feet 
enabling them to use them for a little while,. 

Fat Hat has a grown son who might be nble to make use of a pair and 


interruption 


if 1 would harangue the teachers of English 
sonetme in. February What schools this inc 
but if Northwestern is included, Natalie wou 
present, I assume and it would be odd indeed 
should find myself addressing myself to our 
person ss thoroughly grounded in the subject 
suggested that instead of assembling in town, 
tne people might find it novel to journey in 
where theChmese magnolias might be in bloom 
educators a glimpse at God's handiwork in th< 
floral extravaganzas after which t depending 
be here or not, we could gather at Yucca or 
fence or at the home of one of the group on 
river and there have a go at whatever we can 
the subject of &ngl sh as it appears in the , 
as it comes to the surface in the halls of It 
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possibly Fugabeu, so far as sis is concerned. ±'m not 

sure ibout it hut i believe most negro feet are 

flat rather than with an arch and probably are 

tetter shod if their shoes are made flat since the 

arch incorporated in regular shoes for white people prohat'ly 

produce pn effect not unlike a bar of iron inserted, under the middle 

of our feeet which certainly would ke painful if we tried walking 

with such a hasard. 


Thursday, December 19th 


Memorandum 


p . Cloudy in the 39's by day and the same obtaining tonight. 

»e are promised ram for the morrow. J J 

0 •>„/ ni+ 90 ^ + %V lute this afternoon and was surprised, and 

enchanted to find tne lovliest card yet coming to hand and 
an egually lovely letter straight out of Dyne. 

r m P\ llou ? is in the post nnd heading in my direction. 

I am impatient for it to get here and the first 

°P p l rt, nnity to bury my head in it. I a m so surprised 

l\ SSLee sho ld have recalled all the fuss I made 
about the difficulty in rounding up one last summer and 

i*nl a 3 erly l 1 i 0kiU9 J ’ orward t0 h wing a go at a real one during the 
impending holidays. I sunned add aired the p ir given me ° 

by Clara Genung via Sears,Roebuck, and the other set of rubber foam 

r.lV,V Jer + ° lS called presented by J a mes and never 

could get either of them to Junction as pillows. then it was 
tint l went back to my old ones which were worn almost to 
a powder, h a vmg given up all thought of ever 
discovering anything like what I know now is a superb type -- 
a UPe which in the past J always used to take as a matter*of course 
t; 7 S nn l° UlCe , h c.ve this talisman of affection and association ‘ 
lrr l k forward to a nd to think of our mutual friend as having 
participated m the doings. I wish the postman would 9 

hurry up and get ~ move on. 

It goes without saying 1 rejoice that everything 
is rocking along nicely in the case of the little 
one recently arrived a:id that everyone concerned can be ' ack 
again at home base where everyone should he, —especially 

a n fll 3 ^ a /+i lC u lar f eaS0U * 1 am 80 Jlad t0 know pians are shapi ; 

"P j or little Miss Lee jor the holidmi a :id t i o p 


Ford regarding frog is that he will undergo 
extensive surgery on the morrow, All his front teeth will have 
to be removed, —perhaps the roots are all that are left, 
and the cheek tpncs pasted together, tue nose bone patched up, 
jaw hones pinned together and so on. The people 
live in the wake of such maulings is remarkable. 


In today s post 
a Pew Orleans shop, 
address, of course, 

/lew York from Bob d 
By July fatty will 
her letter will have her address 
enough from the 11. Y. telephone hook 
sent me once upon a time ky little u iss Lee 


came a Christmas candy box, sent from 
from Patty Segeleau, with no 
and a Christmas greeting card from 

y and no return address, of course 
received her gift and i hope 
I can track down a>tb's easily 
‘ , so thoughtfully 









• •••• - 
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Friday, December 20th, 19 63. 


to head out for the ^ost Office with the out-going mail, 
a slave arrived, escorting some gentlemen of the State J&anking 
Commission of BatonPo - ce, people, as 

1 leurnel later, with whom J. H. and Fat have had business to tran.Sact 

of late and it seemed like a good gesture on their 

account if x took the bankers for a whiz while my m~il remained 

on my desk until after the bankers, and in the mean time, the postman 

had departed. 


Dinner arrived before 1 had had an opportunity 
to catch my breath and I hustled home after 
demi-tasse to catch the weather report to see if 

we were sched led for a freeze so that x might attend to something if so but 

james arrived and the weather had to be put .iside and•the in-coming 

and out-go,ng m n il undistrubed until after 3 when I rounded up 

zhe in-coming things and a secretary almost at the same swoop, 

fishing same just in time to bolt for supper. It's 

seems odd how the rest laid pl:,is can head into suah a swirlhefore 

one realises what is what. 


it goes wit out saying 
mutual friend in writing me 
note of condolen'5 I penned 
taken the li' erty to remark 

• ret»i ■ I inalud» » ,s» 

' t :l r 


i was touched y the kindness of our other 
in pursuance of the 
her some time back. At th.t 
that my letter called for no 

s- th - r J ; • 

v '* P | 

<l-r letter y air tonight which •;ill certainly re-ch her 'y 
1 am wonder ng what you think about her interest in seeing 

appeared in the limes Picayune in 1957. £ 
zmnk mentioned that last winter when the Ficayune changed hands, 


time I had 
response, — 

P 

W m % 

■lew dear's, 


' barren 


the pictures that 

that 

must h- : ve gone through his files and, finding some extra issues o 
that iss e, sent 2 number to me. I thought the 

pictures might interest our friend an yet I c:.n readily understand that 
jor any one or a lozen reason, it might 'e better not to 
send them. j shall accept your advise on the 

point as you understand all these considerations better than anyone. 

■ihe story of the colored girl named Walker, who 
9° 0 ' iersel f locked inside the store she was robb mg. appears on the 
jront page of today s enterprise, —upper right quarter of the 
front page, I believe i thinkit amusing...... 






Memorandum: 

Cold or at least chilly, and withal clammy. 

It started raining at 10 last night and it as been inter¬ 
mittently showering and sprinkling and showering and sprinkling 
ever since. Thus far we have keen lucky in maintaining 
temperatures in the upperZO's but indhreve port all day it 
has "hoovered" around 33 and 3 8 with bridges glazed and roads slippery. 
It is said the thermometer wi 11 sag to 24 up there during the night 
but we are promised 35 and I hope that promise is kept. I 
hear ^ bout snow on Long Island and tons of it in Hew England but, oddly 
enough, nt one reported anything about Lyme but I draw certain con¬ 
clusions while holding the thought my calculations may be 
wrong.. 

Today's post was heavy with greeting cards but light oh 
packages. What with the unending r a ins, all the secretaries 
are remaining under chips, I assume, and I think the idea a 
good one and I can await the morrow to dive into the 
greeting cards. * . 

I talked with Clara Qenung today and was glad to 
learn she is quite contented to remain'in her own house 
and not accept the invitation of the Walkers to 
accompany them to Phoenix to be with his mother on 
Christmas day. I believe the talkers plan to drive 
to Ehrevepsrt an Tuesday, catching a plane there for 
Dallas where they change for a jet for Phoenix.. L didn't 
realize until the other day that phoenix is nuite 
a } ig city, n bout the population of Hew Orleans, I 
believe, somahere a round six or seven 
hundred thousand. Clara thinks the people -will be 
retuning home on Thursday. I w a s rather surprised to 
hear on this evening's radio that the air 
lines reported they estimated they are passing their 
Christmas holiday travel tonight. I should 
have assumed Monday or Tuesday of next week would 
be the high mark. I suppose weather deters nobody but 

I , for one, am glad £ am not heading for Illinois where it was 7 below 
las nigh or Wisconsin where it dropped to 35 below. Thank 
you, no, for such climes. 


. • * - . . ., 

l t * <. 

». . n 

It . • . • ' » . : .-I 


i 
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Sunday, December 22nd, 19 63. 


The social wh<irl continues in town 1 - and 
Celeste reports have seen flatalie the other night at 
one of these and found she looked very tired. Like 
everybody else, I suppose, she finds herself censtnatly 
engaged in no end of varied activities while merely 
three of them, college, domestic and social, ought to be enough 
to floor anybody, _» _ • . _ . _ ... 

On the sick list is T a neu'l Cloutier, brother of 
the late C,Vernon Cloutier, de and his wife, xctta L a mhre Cloutier 
were in /Jew Orleans visiting their daughter when he was 
suddenly stricken, A turner was removed from 
his bladder and a cander is said to be present but was 
not removed or perhaps only a portion of it, A3 for his siter-in- 
law, la beaufort, she is reported in circulation at various 
social doings, chipper and eager to u e 1 

in the swirl She put out the word a while 
back that she was calling in assistants from Alexandria, 

/Jew Orleans or some such place and proposed' to have her fine 
plantation home p9rperly decorated inside with fine 
holiday embellishments so that her friends 
at long last would have an opportunity to -see how 
things really should be done for the holiday 

season, ' i sjy More Power To tier and may she be kept'so tangled 
up in her fripperies that she will have no time to 
get into other people's hair, especially JJutalie's, 

According to the listing in a Shreveport paper, 
a hundred dollars was con.tr i kuted by Mrs. James P. Register 
to the Joy Fund of^hrevep rt which, x assume, is 
something organized for providing ch ildren -w ith 
Christmas things, This reminds me of some thing 

Carmen reported the other day. Carmen had used Red Cross to get a message 
through to some service man somewhere and the boy's mother 
promptly appeared at the office and wrote a check for a 
hundred bucks for tied Cross in appeciation 
of service rendered, 

*he peacocks aren’t liking the current c9ld a »d damps 
and seem l a ffled as to what to do a 'bout tt, 1 offered 

them breakfast at theAfrican House this morning but they 
truned up their noses at it as though to say that they 
would cooperate by eating only if I would turn on the 
sun. Ten minute# later £ saw all of them plus 
two guineas fiddling around in the middle of 
the road n front of the big house, a mighty poor place 
for birds a/ their size to be fooling around, w^Ztwith + 

the artist s new car, driven by aunitr, ana 6ountless other motorist, 

whizsing up and down the highways, £ admonished * Uem 
to return to the g ardens but they knew better, indicating 


Memorandum: 

r . i 1 < •; * _ ( 

. - . I ' 

it s Winter, as you may have noticed. The „eather 
Bureau says it arrived today but the peacocks and £ 
started grumbling yeserday because 1 had already arrived with 
a gloze of ice over everything including them and me. The the remoe ter 
rena med in the 30 's all day Jaturday and today,, and went down into 
the 20 s during the night. The forecast is for 
a cessation of sleet over the whole Julf States area 
during the night and continued sub-freezing weather through Tuesday 
which was as far as the •>eather Bureau would hazard, 

3 S'. C. 4 ■ ...” 5 11 b . ' • ■ 

Christmas has arrived, toe, slap out of Lyme, 

Thanks to expert packing, Miss Santa's big ol gift parcel came 
through as neat as a pin and it was only m a 
matter of minutes between its advent at the Post Office 
and int undoing at Yucca, 

don’t mind saying £ love everything a- out it 
from the portrait of the President on the fr nt oag of Life 
to the cosey snug slippers encasing my toes. The 
amber essence in the glass pinch bottle 
sits \ere on my desk beside the typewriter and 

every tap on the machine sets up fust enough motion of the contents to 
make the amber coloring scintilate like mou'lton sunbeams, 

£ pause every now and then to remove the stopper and 
inhale the wonderfully refreshing aroma which, natur.lly 
enough, exerts sufficient power in a single breath to waft me 
away to Lyme, 

t * 

£ don t remember hiving mentioned that my siippe rs 
were jusi bout played out, the right one having given 'w^y at the 
point of contact with the bottom sedtion to w'hich it was attached, 

J '°r the past, couple of weeks £ has required a dab of fancy foot work to 
keep it s tracking straight ^ut all this is over now 
n. on this wintry night my feet feel as snug as a bug in a rug 
a;ii when £ take a step, 1 don't have to remember to • 
twist my foot just right for fear of the thing falling off, 

£ don t even have to mention how much the pillow means 
to me, having long ago pointed out whpt a rough time 1 had 
since^ last spring trying to round up a pillow that was v. 

indeed a pillow, £n the last letter from Tyme, i 

puzzled over thv reference bo the participation of our oirl friend 

Sr “ **' *> *•»« particioaud ?„ to, nJ I read it‘t 
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I laughed to myself at the mental picture that dawned in my 

magmation, a sort of Ereugel-Currier and lues scene on the 

snowy "some For Christmas" order, with a series of mental 

sketches running through my mind, our girl firend in hot 

pursuit across a snow blanketed field, almost but not quite 

catching up with a tig old gander* Another view showed her, having 

succeeded in her nuest, holding the goose high and plucking down from its 

breast, followed by a third sketch showing the feathers 

being spread out to dry and a vagrant breeze whisping a few of them 

off to one side as she frantically grapsed at them. another 

vignette showing her having procured a ticking in which to place 

them and pushing them in with adroitness and gusto and a final one 

showing her sewing up the case and getting ready to call the whole 

business finished. 

As you have already noticed, all these mental pictures 
caught nothing at all of what her labor really consisted for i had 
never dreamed on a covering for the unit and yet here 
it is, the lovliest sort of a business anyone could imagine and 
doubly close to my heart because it combines not only the 
mos splendid design of favorite feathered friends but at the same 
time demonstrates in what capacity the nibble fingers had 
worked to bring the most enchanting of prints into 
a smartly fringed case that is a joy in itself by day housing 
another gift % which will forever be such a joy by night,. 

All yesterday afternoon a nd all day today and up until this h ur of 10 
tonight, the dual gift graces my downy couch, its design so appealing 
and its blend with the red bedspread so soulsatisfying. What 
a perfectly lovely this Christmas is for me and how grateful I am to 
Cod for the whole business. Last nigh,, needless to say, I slept 
the sleep of the Just and for seve a 1 hours now 2 have been finding myself 
imaptient to call it a day just so 1 can again burrow my head back into the dew 

» 

Christmas seems to be ope rating for other people, too. I am 
bound to tell you about one example, lesterday, Hr. Walker, who 
like duck hunting, received a crate of live Malard ucks from his 
brother in Chicago, Mr. Walker adknewledged their receipt 
by a te'legrajn, —one of those 50 word ones, popular at night when 
rates are more favorable. The telegram bore the name and a ddress of 
his brother and Mr. Walker's signature while in between was the 
messessage of exactly fifty words, all identical : "Quack, Quack, 

Quack,Quack, etc., " and the telegraph operator nearly passed out . 


Memorandum : 

........ . j* $« * ■ • • *• v l 

• ^ 

Fair and cold with apromise of a low of ■9 about sero for 
tonight. The sky is radiant with a lovely waxing moon, 

Lyck was with this area so far as snow is concerned. The 
roofs had a dab of white which melted by noon on the south side 
of the buildings. The paths in the gardens are still white but the 
greenswards are a glassy glased green without snow. The 
brick walks still have half an inch or so of ice on them. Shreveport 
got some more snow during the night and reported 4 inches this morning. 
Marshall, Texas, had a five inch fall yesterday and more last night and 
Memphis had 1 5 inches which is quite a lot for a city that never saw 
a snow shovel and oasts no snow clears,ice machinery. »e 
are promised a rising temperature for the morrow afternoon followed 
another freezing night. 


Natalie called me around T o'lock this . ?i3on. She 
said she had learned via Lyme that 1 had teen having a c'old. 

She s^id she had planned to make a round t9 see me yesterday but 

the weather had ruled that” out. She mentioned having a 

pie for me and 2 told her that would keep and not to try to barge 

down through the ice and slush and so 2 reckon I may see her 

later in the week. She mentioned having made an evening gown 

for her daughter for some ''oiintry Glut doings on. riday night and 

reported the drews a success. She reported la Beaufort 

is going strong but rumor has it that la Beaufort s son is gradudL ly 

becoming more of a problem to whichever person looks after him. 

Natalie neturned to the Christmas pie and said she had heard it rumored 

that T a s dining on ,,'sdnesday at I. S. Willard's and wondered if 

she could bring my gifts there but I said I should prefer 

having her make a round down this way later in the holidays or whenever 

it was convenient. There will be enough merriment of one 

variety or another at the "illard board without having Santa ge't 

tangled up in the business. i 

I replace! thr receiver the 'phone and responded to 
knock oh the door. It was Mames earing Christmas cheer, 
tfs Jiad not lunched and so I gave him some stuff out of the ice box 
and we sampled theChristmas port and found it good. 


In the midst of this visitation the 'phone rang. It was 
Jua ita L. saying that Pat had promised to bring me a cake she had baked 
for me last Saturday but somehow he didn't get down and so 
Pat had now promised to take it to the clerk's h.use in town 




Monday, December SZrd, 19 63* 
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Tuesday, Lee ember 84th, 2963 


Memorandum 


tonight' and the clerk w 
usu a l, it appears there 
and cake f or^hristmas, 

1 returned to 
him to his c zz _,. 
he had brought to 
hour 
/or she 
andEzra 's 
/rom Houston 
their r 
daughte 


me on the morrow, As 
an ample supply 0 f pie 


Curious weather and too much o/ it, 1 
have tried several times to find how things were flurrying 
in little Miss Lee's neighborhood but somehow the 
usual sources of such information seem to take it for 
granted that everybody must know but know what isn't,clear, 

'the closest I came to getting anywhere was a reference to 

the fact that there were snow squ a lls from Lyme to Labrador but that 

didn't tell as much as 1 waited to know. 


him 9 9 vanes and we chatted for 

him to his car and picked ’• - J 

_ , ~ )r ^oreatha 

on «ames behalf, 
t spent the weekend 
3 f imily Christmas 
-- --• J # iee and till, 
several illegitimate 
7r alld V l « of the other 

1 was 

Cunningham, ^ 

today and broke 
is about J, d 
knit faster 


i .^rtaua has thi e gift “ S “ PPer 

fuirf, ir *7 Ucal touikZl 5m h,mt 


In sympathy with the 14 inchh fall of snow 
in Lemphis yesterday, the thermometer sagged to 
11 below 2 ero last night. Locally under 

last night's cloudless sky, the thermometer sank to 11 above 
which is a billion times better t\an 11 below but 
still could be warmer and tonight under 
another cloudless sky it is warmer and will not go 
below the 80's, it is said. It got up into the 30 's 
today , converting frosty ways into muddy paths but we 
still have patches of ice where the sun failed to 
penetrate, 


sorry to learn from v. H. at s 
~~ Jr ? Pe yton Cunningham, Jell 
o her hip, i guess Mildred 
s age, perhaps 66 or 6 7 an 
tn a n twnty years or sc later, 

~lisabeth — Mrs, Oscar j 
Sunday morning when she went 
a deep cut on her leg reouir 
were so coated with ice that 
by tiree fine young police o 
patient, Carrying her to the 
thence back home in the same 


1 sewina m, P ? per * 3fie 9*t 

•‘e nack'uarll orTjV'! V? “* the Uour 

‘oers, u,as sent t/pVck uftle ’ named 

did not know that when +r, U t y 
former hum^r^e04^ 

se mere j have eiifkld * S /,* S3 Celeste's 
™>er am is veie-'iae U si //?. ln3t , alUd 
"ess and get it mrkei and that's "a'l'l 


Thanks to the mild temperature, lots of people were 
in the big road today and 1 got the usual number of well wishers, 
Some, such as Carmen and sister, pro ably put off paying their 
devoirs until the morrow when, and I don't mind, 

I shall probably be feasting in town, 

Jarued Pratt w as today's first bearer ot gifts and 
his visit as brief as it was cordial That was sometime 
during the morning and I seemed to be pretty much on the 
jump for the balance of the ddy, 1 was able to ^et 
some secretarial work donearound 1 o'clock but was interrupted 
for ; few mintues but I asked the secretary to "stay put" and so I 
was hie t run through most of the mail and get some 
ddresses i especially wanted, 

* 

■ L he interruption was occasioned by the unexpected arrival 
of Nathalie and husband bearing gifts from them and their 
daughter. They said they were v. little pressed for time and 
I did not insist they park, Nathalie 3aid there was 
a gift from Lyme under her tree awaiting the morrow's undoing 
of ; packages, I did notawait the morrow to undon the cue she rou 
which turned out io be a lovely soft sweater, although 1 have 
not as yet gone itito another which she said contained a pie, I di 


sh i mme ri na 
ust 
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explore the contents of the box she brought on behalf of her dauahter 
and wondered. .The was a bout the size ,/ the one the avrage 9 alarm 

ii^ Ck , C °^ eS *”•. : ' rom 3ucU a 3 sr 4 in °h square, you may 
imagine .he contents wer compact, shall e say. What it was 
turned out o be a repliqua of an iron cooks tone. 

^e^hus and was very affable and our chat altogether pleasant dthough 

Sometime during the morning, Carrie Utitle trin had sent me 
a me pumpkin or sweet potato pie which I haven’t 
gone into as yet but shall before long I usually 
receive a pie from that quarter and never know if it is from the 

nrtaU, , m .r or if it is a gesture of see thifg from S 

one of the more active members of the Children 
of Strangers Church fair group. Be that (ls it may. 
the pie is invariably wonderful and 1 pause to lick 
my chops m anticipation of the first bite. 

mhe clerk had already sent me a package from the store beinn 

a square box, amut a foot alia round from himaAd his family. " 9 

I : ven t opened it as yet and can L imagine what it may contain 
J\ e : lerk also brought along the grand looking 

cake + > circular in shape, which Juanita B. had 
mentioned yesterday. 

Onr eaching the big house for noon inner, I was 

info . ae 

ihe America i Express called from atchiioches say inn there was 
a /zckage there for me from *arhsall, Michigan J.M. had 
it picked up and so I received it this ctftemain The < 

«* S>r supper a ui 3 ‘. /Cd, Tkunl‘If “» h ’ U ” 

,. e stor e L c see about provisions, as though ± needed aim and 
then. I encountered Joe and Juanita A Joe tearing V ‘ 
me a modest gift a nd hoistrous greetings. 

. “t- 4- 1 * * * ft » * »> 

Quiet settled down after bat pleasantly f estooed «i th several 
plantation visitors from this one And from others up 1 

and down Jie road. 1 heard from nobody in town and^ 
shall await tomorrow s jaunt to town when < a mes arrives on the morrow 
I supped across the fence, r turning here under a full moon after 
Which » " 

t run o«m/> inn /»«• .j.- ————- - — 


r 
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Wednesday, Christmas Bay, 19 63 . 


Memorandum', 


Fair and warmer, around 50, I guess, and 
fair under a big moon and withal mild. 

.% 

. . /, encountered no weather reports from Lyme today 

f ut 1 Uold the thought that what the sitautisn may have 
c e e i\ outside , it was cosey inside • 

» 

My day began fairly early, what with lots of 
plantation people dropping in to say Merry Christmas and 
it was all very pleasant. My guess there were a bou 60 but 
sue loses track of numbers when groups appear and dis¬ 
appear within a couple of hours. 

* 

B n the midst of the doings came in a call from • 
jld Bonita. the Socket seemed as full of vim and vigor 
as usu a l an i reported much ozone in her neigh orhood where 
5 or 6 inches of snow remain on the groundShe 

inquired as to my feelings about the new President '• 

and as I stated i approfBd thus fir, she seeme.d pleased so I 
ake it she is, too. She said she was going to Mew Orleans 
on January 11th and would probably seem me when she passed this wau 
I said that would be fine but as I have heard that statement * 

so often, I set nostore by it.. 

• 

James came ibout 11 and we had a d n b of port a nd then 
‘rove to 406 where the chatelaine of Hyde park met us at 

;-‘f uUe se J rned in good spirits and after half <aH i •hour we 

journeyed on up the street to I. S. '/HTl'ard ’ s. How there 
is a girl who really lives a magical life in proof 
whereof 1 cite this fact : ' 

7>hen we entered we pro^bly all were equally 
impressed by the smll of g aS . Everyone, —at least o a m es aud 
i assume a t ict it w s some temporary thing that had 
happened before we arrived and naturally didn’t remark up n it. 
vur hostess got us comfortable a nd then offered nick- 
+ nacks l n< * “ glass of port and about twenty minutes later, after go mq 
U the kitchen, returned to report that the food she had been warming ' 
V* °’ jen > as had intended, w a s, on closer inspection, nor warming 
J,r sue must t, 2 ve turned an the gass and then forgotten to light it 
but now she liad touched a match to it and everything would be 
nice and warm in the food depa tment in a few minutes. 

twh™', v Mi‘Li u 

Shortly after we sat down to dinner and amightyfine one it 














From the Francois Mignon Papers, fffl-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


12793 


Thursday, December 26th, 19 63 


Memorandum. 


tl ' e usual dining\ 
i out just y 

ly -t-o his right while ou 
img me opposite 
I sat 
a lot of 

plate to my 
-ive rocker which 
- . ! easier for her 


VJxTYn?* tj + 3i2e ani • 

IthVr VJ Sat at one e "d, K a y 
-u f r , , Salde . opposite a ay brinVi - 
y had regulation chairl whig j 

nlu a a mnti eat W,licU 3 ° ved 
l9 3 tiA ma o f ter °S inches from r 

veran -' Sot 1,1 ? Hvinunit 

9 Ulr Wllcti ^de hoisting food 

, iut ««**««, 

A-,d L 1,1 V' aether se0 ; 

#/ coffee mg M e w j' l , dow overlooking 

get " dei -* to admiring the r- 

Q j Up and 90 try it out which 1 did “ 

h Zi 2;l b ‘h sA" 


Remarkable weather, the skies fair, all the ice in the 
big cauldrons melted and the gol fishes swimming round 
as merrily as thought it were Christmas. The 
theremcnetcr went into the 7O's today and it 
is now in the 60 's and the waxing moon magnificient. 

s' ^ 

Natalie called me today to talk a bout Christmas 
and things. She mentioned opening a gift fr m little 
Miss Lee yesterda ■, iescribing it in detail including 
t\e bee on top and summed up by aging• 

"it's just as lovely as she is . " 

She mentioned the Beaufort party last night 
.ni said it was quite swank. A decorator was brought in from 
Ruston j \r some such place with exquisite wreaths and 
garlands and the number of butlers and other domestics 
impressive . La Beaufort announced sue is leaving 
on a round the world tour by a freighter shortly, along 
with 10 other people. I'm gl d she is going but 1 feel 
sorry for the other 10 c mo.nions. Aer son, C. 

Vernon Cloutier , jr., goes from bad to worse and 
eve gone wonders how Ion be f ore he will have to e 
in an institution. 


was deliciti 
of the room 
le had aneth 
I feIt n im 
found it com 
we agreed we 

hostess Sn irl 


our 


is th t *> mea ' lt to teld yo 
is that ator just over there 

Sian 4 .l ain <> JSlt »♦ 0»«*0 U 

sign .J- suggesting 1 ms Ull 
! idled with wonder nt -Ha 
»S the place. ° tUe J ' u 


ph HI !■ 


mil TZ/lfje'f 1 ^ T !n 

V£%e?y alUd -"* ! ‘'^ 

act teen f or me and 1 told he 

saTfTe gllsiy? »•* 

Put on h er , * c * 

-P at a li. Tfiat was:i ' t * ‘ 

'7 J??! *>•«» «*»»* suck Ztu 


. 'ion and another in the English Department n.med 
Ore G t . Kill iums, ’ rth on northwestern State College 
staff. Eve Mouton contacted Ora ill i a ms the other 
d y to say that a youn , lady matriculated at Northwestern but 
un.known to either of the foresaid profess rs, had visited 
i/all.as the other day and , like everybody else, had 
gone to the fatal spot where Rresident Kennedy was s ot. It 
seems that on both sides of t-.e road at this pl^ce there 
are endless floral offerings, constantly being added to. 

/he young lady on returning to college sought out Eve Mouton 
to tell her that while visiting the fatal spot she was 
interested in reading the names on the curds, of- many of the 
floral o/fe rings and nearly fell out when she noted 
the card on a handsome wreath reading • 


never did show 


other +> J • V surprises 
we e l ' t Tr 99 abo " ut 

week 3 column 
was poked 
pinned 


entering 
whom 1 had w 
+ . de l9 *^ed none the 

& 0 t licit' X d 9 U hi: i t v + - — 

muir.VZ\. hr ’ 5 “ *• ot.?S 


■ittel miS ^riling was none 

llll G , Plece S* r next 
worse for wear and his nose 

. all d how the surge 

°‘ le 1 s a mystery j didn't 
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"northwestern State College 

Eve Mo ut on or a <?• '»£ lliams ." 

Mow, what is one to make of this, //either lady 
knew nothing about anything of the sort. As at least 
one of the ladies, possibly both, were not acquainted 
there would seem to be no point in making up such 
a story. The wreath, one assumes, cost money and nobody 
knows anything a bout the college h a vmg sent such a wreath and 
what would be the po nt of putting the names of the two 
ladies on the card. If the story was manufacture red, 
it certainly seems pointless and if it was an actuality, it 
seems incredible. 1 wanted to share this report for 

I feel you will e interested in it as I am and proka h ly as non¬ 
plussed % 

Clara Cenung 'phoned to tell me about her Christmas. 

She said she w s glad the Talkers were in*risona getting 

beyond the reach of telephones and the general hubbub of office 

routine, —a phrase little Miss Lee is bound to 

understand so well. Clara dined with the Chopins 

and had a fine time. It seems to me she is 78 or 

some such and obviously enjoying things enormously. 

I think she is so smart maintaining a home of her own 
and living by herself and liking it. She reported 
several people had spoken to her bout this week's 
Cane stiver ~emo oii the Lallas Doings. She said each 
had expressed vast satisfaction that someone had 
voiced a sane appraisal of that matter in 
a Louisiana newspaper. It has u een 

ha 2 ardous for newspape rs to touch on such a subject since 
"hate gr ups" put pressure on advertisers to withhold 
their copy from such papers on the threat of boycott. 

I am glad The^nterprisc has the courage to print such 
a column which in other places in the country right now and 
any place when re-read in years to come will probably 
seem prosaic enough but which in the charged atmospher of the 
present in this general j. rea is fraught with dynamite. 

» 

Car ien 'phoned to cay guests had come yesterday and she 
had been una 'le to get dsuin but hoped to in a day or two, 
and that she ns p bringing me a slice of fruit cake. 

It is kina of her and a slice of her fruit cake will be fine 
for somebody but the presence of two pumpkin pies, three 
apple pies and one cherry pie, not to mention all the other 
st.jf suggests there's no rush ~ out a slice of fruit cake. 

And now i musi go and dive into a pie and see w ,at I can make 
of it . 
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Friday, December 27th, 19 63. 


Memo rand urn: 

Fair and in the 7O's and the Agriculture 
Department sous the weather had better pull itself together 
andthe thermometer pull itself down a little or 
trees will be putting out young leaves and get themselves 
knocked out utterly by the time the • next cold snap 
descends ipon the Pel icanState. Memphis please 
copy. 

In the Dost with this memo gees- forward a small package 
ctnt^inin’g n cheese mix I hope yon will enjoy sampling. 

It's the stuff I pursued from October 5th until 
December 24th bw I shall do a column about that 
adventure shortly so you may read r ' out it there. 

The racing about the world con inu;S by 
my n i hbos across the fence, the merchent 

planter an w , ti." ill i ms took to the air today to s ee so me — 

thing n out pecans in Canton, Mississippi, where ever that 

Way —off Jackson way, I guess. Le that as 

it may, the r.. E.A. annual party, scheduled 

for last Friday night but postpo rned because of the 

weather and re-scheduled for tonight, includes a 

supper somewhere in town, I assume. J.<H. was 

back by 4:45 from his flight 7 cross the 

Mississippi and sohe, at least, was Johnnny 

on the spot for the frolic. 

oames drooped in this neon. I had not 
expected him at all and wa surprised he had returned so 
early fromShreveport. n ea nd a ay drove to ohreveport 
on -Thursday a fternoon. They supped with Kay's 
lawyer and wife and the latter's mama who, it turns out, 
is Cousin Ida Chapman's sister. Everything went off lovely, 
it is said, and Kay and James arose this morning at 5 
and A ay caught the 7 a.m. plane and expected to arrive 
inCharle st at 2 this afternoon. Kay expects 
to remain for „bout n month while Mr t s. 

Crabtree takes a vacation, and Kay s sister 
from il e!ip or some such-place will probably join the 
bluff household. James made A ay promise that 
if her sister did not join them, K a y would take 
&unt St ill ie to tow n and spend the time at the* ort Sumpter 
where there would be no worry nboutoperation of 
household affairs at a season when tricky weather might do 
all sorts of things to electric wires out in the c untry. 
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Last night 1 heard more talk on the 
radio about magna or magniciie and the problems 
confronting secruity measures for protecting the 
Preside t. somehow 1 had never realised before 
that the murder of one important person set off 
waves of impulsesamong wacky people to get 
busy and do likewise. Times, it seems, is about the only 
thing known at present that works to lessen these 
impulses and it is hope th t between now and the Presidential 
campaign of next summer, these impulses will have keen 
quieted appreciably. 1 find 1 could easily get 

considerably wroght up a kcut President Johnson's 
precarious position in the days ahead but this case, 
as in so many life presents, one does pbest to dismissi it 
from one s mind when the circumstances are outside our 
sphere to d anything „lout. 

• 

Christma3 cards continue to arrive and I am enjoying 
them mere leisurely now than last week. 1 was 
especially glad to see one from Ddith-'uatt Jsere,. 
taking me to task, and rightly so, for not, having .answered 
her last letter. 1 don't recall if 1 mentioned one 
fromR'an, asking me about a Cane^iver primitive she wants to 
get for somebody• I thought the transaction almost 
deserved a separte communication but Mrs.Ferriday Byrnes 
is not a frequent scribe and so one .accept Christmas cards 
n nd business letters all on the same card and is 
grateful there is a double excuse for t king pen in hand . 
n umsr has it that her holdings in oil h n ve increased 
appreciably, suggesting that if she felt like it, 
she might employ an army of secretaries without feeling 
n ny financial pinch. 


Sunday, Decern 1 wr S9th, 1965 


Memo ran lum 


wears a hoop skirt at Pilgrimage time and receives in 

the African House. Celeste says she reminds her somehow 

of Nathalie. She is Irs. Leo Conahan and 

hails f r om Arkansas . She lieves in C'louti srvil'le in a 

way but pnly weekends, i believe, for think she has something 

to co about education in town. 1 never met her husband. 

1 am told he is mildly off his rocker. 

Pie Talkers got back from phoenix last night and 
called me around 10. Both 'Jr. Talker and Ken, junior, 
had been under the weather for 2 or thd days out o the four 
they cere' in Arizona. Ken, junior, had been smitten 
by some common virus phenomenon currently mining the rounds 
in which the patient is suddenly m..de to feel a big pair of pin 
has grabbed him around the middle. He begins trying to vomit 
whether there is anything in the stomach to vomit or not and 
I gather, as in tiie case of seasickness, one immediately begins 
fearing he isn't going to die. I am told there are 
uite a few people lorn with the thing in town, such as the c'le 
wife and so on, and 1 guess the thing is prevelant all over the 
country. It is described as though anyone could 
do without it and live just as happily. 

The iialkers drove to dhreveport and took a plane 
from there to, Dallas where they climbed on to a jet with about 
1 50 other people. They loved the jet but found the 
smaller plane rough. 

* « 

1 was surprised to hear that nobody they contacted in 
Phoenix could stand Senator Geldwater. 1 don't know 
why this surprised me but it did. From all 
one h^urs about the twi3t politics has taken in the w.ke of 
the LallfUS murder, the^oldwater stok has fallen so swiftly and 
Richard s has advanced so sharply, one doesn't have to 


Days ago intended expressing especial thanks for calling 
my attention to the Mrs. Roosevelt stamp It 

was s thoughtful to direct my attention to it for d u a d been 
scanning vnrous stamps, laddering if 

the one 1 washoping to find had been issued and might thus have 

an opportun ty to put in qii appearance. This is 

the only one of its type thus far. 1 have been 

impressed by the number of Aubudon stamps, perhaps 

the blue jays or some such, which a have put 3 ide 

for examination 'later. 


uch more to chatter a bout but the bottom of the 

Page appr oacheth and so dees news time and T had 
better fold. Do hope a q iet weekend impends 
in Lyje . 
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bother much clout the Goldwater chances at the Republican 
nominating convention, and if President Johnson survives the 
current wave of magnicide , Ric^tard wont have to worry much 
a 1 out President Johnson being electd in Jlevemker, 

Last night i stumbled over a re-^roadcast of Dialogue in 
Dallas which I had heard earlier in the week and D listened 
to it with the same wrapped attention on this later go- 
round ,, I hope you haven't i^cn denied hearing it but if it was 
not a TV program, you may encounter the main theme which, 

I understand, has appeared in some magazine, 

* 

I talked w,ith James on the 'phone Saturday evening, He 
said he had secured a copy of the Januarry issue of 
House and^arden in which there is a ve y interesting 
article, text and illustrations r of the 
restored Rosedown, j shall be glad to send along 
my copy when it comes to hand if you haven't chanced to 
see it,, 

Christmas packages continue to arrive although I 
haven t opened several of those coming to hand earlier 
this past week and_ know not when I shall get to some of these 
later i rriva'ls, o, h, was in town this morning, stopping at 
Jan s where he picked up the gift the lady doctor had 
left with vune for me, 1 take it to be a bottle of 
some thing, not to mention pi other A t^ike to be a bottle, too, which 
Lucille brought me. By post yesterday came one from 
Dayton, Ohioand another 7 bout the same size from Briurwood, 

Ev ery year (iss Dormon tries her hand at candy making, 

1 admire tue impulse but am a little dubious a bout 
the results but it nev r goes to waste, 

' JL .; 1 » * • J l. \ 

A greeting from some unheard of town in Mexico comes from 
- Jrs • Meyer whose husband is an archiologist, I knew 
tlie jorner husband of > frs. Meyer when they lived in 
Port Jtrth but,forget the name and with the death of the Port Worth 
luskand, correspondence has been more leisurely, I 
mentioned the greeting, however, because the 

illustration is one of Mrs. Kennedy's, and somehow surprised me 
hailing from south of the border, 

Dhe^ season's social whirl is in full siwng. I'll touch 
on that on the morrow.,,,,, 




12800 


Monday, December 50th, 19 63. 


Memorandum : 

Partly cloudy, altogether cold in 
the 2 5 to 50 range, 

■ 4 /• 

» 

As a. was saying yesterday, we are in the 
midst of the social whirl induced by the 
holidays to increased tenoe although, come to 
think of it, there's never a scare ty of the thing 
called frolic. 

Celeste is giving an f egg nog party tonight 
and I really, in a way, should he there, A week or 
30 ago she invited me seemingly well in 
advance and this morning at the close of the . 
coffee hour, somewhat wistfully, it seemed to me, 
she expressed zhe have I might find time to 
accept, 

. > 

At supper tonight, o. H. ju s feeling quite 
gay und re marked that he ha a message for me from 
his wife, reminding me a h out the party, I 
toll him that right then and there I would 
name him to represent me. He said : 

"Oh, ho, and so I have to tell her you said 
you werjs bored with her parties.,.," 

I countered by saying fre ought to know pretty well 
now to get things s arted and th^t would be as 
good a way as any, 

a-e replied that he was going simply because he 
lived in that particular house and that if he didn't, 

I might be sure he wouldn't be there either, 

• 

Thplna has been castm.g about t o discover 
ways and means of enticing me to the supper she and John 
are giving tonight at the President's residence, after which 
some slides from their recent.European trip 
would be shown. She worked on 1, S.A'illrd 
id see whai she could do about getting me to attend 
and then culled oames to ask if he knew any way to p rsuade 


> 
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Tuesday ,Lee either Z'lst, 19 63. 


me to cone, o 'ame s old her he thought he 
knew the only possible way and that he did not chance 
to have the dynamite required to blast me out 
of Yucca • a'ames, too, had declined, the supper 
primarily on grounds that the slides were .going to 
he shown afterwards. Supper would e fUxe but 
the price to be paid in sitting through ai evening 
of slides would he too much. Surely Thelma will 
not lack for quests eagerly accepting her. supper 
but neither aj.nes :ior I shall be among those 
present, 1 reckon 1, S.Willard and Carmen will 
have reports covering the doings to pass along 
to me in some detail on the morrow, 

James came down this afternoon, bringing with 
him theHouse and warden January t issuce containing 
the Resedown article. The text is interesting, 
the illus tra A oji3 in color just grand, 

Joe Henry was supposed tw c ome to supae r 
tonight but got tangled up showing some Minnesota 
pil,rims around the place while e were supping and 
night was closing dcwix. on Joe and his pilgrims, 

Afterward he had a lot to tell me at out national 

politics to nothing of which did 

subscribe, 

• 4 

s 1 or two or three ye^rs I have been promising in 
a vague sort of way to visit a little house 
in town that is on the pilgrimage but only this 
week did I, finally crumple and consent to 
be conducted there on the morrow by Celeste, 1 believe 
it is theKuby vunkleman home but 1 am not sure. 

In any event, Luby wants me to see her house and I 
am going to see it and that will be laken care of 
once and for all, K hope, I think it 
is a pleasant pj.ace but on 

that point and others 1 shall e better able to 
report on the morrow, 

['m racing now to get a 'phone call in to the 
hnteronse about a news story and so shall fold, after 
whi h I shall dive into my downy pillow which a love so much,. 


llemorandumi 

Clear and cold which is ibetter than lew Orleans which 
l, ie 're scent city reports as having ,had 3 inches of snow during 
this morning whereas AJew ~ork news casts tonight 9 

say ..ew Orleans got only 8 inches, assuming the latter figure to 
be correct everybody will agree that two is too much for 
tuat locality 9 J 

f, 

I- ad + the J; usie . st da y pf year in this last one in which 

1 can point with pride to nothing 23 h ving keen 

accomplished, I awakened this morning f^ced with c ton 

y stuff to Jo bej 0 re 9il4 when one wouli head out for town, 

, work ° nd :,ay r fiad so many interruptions but 
somehow I got the work out of the way, 

, ,'^f su; , 1 waspretty even though ihe air was cold and I _ 

1 ‘A 1 ^nkleman home on Percy street 2 charming l/W" sAsef— 
t b35 3r i ? 40 fiSU3e nuch to my liking. Percy seems to 
re ’-j q ui 9t street and the Lunkleman house h a s it 3 nailery 

onf 3 \ dWalk , suggesting to the\ind as is 

proven by fact that there is pi triple garden in b n ck of 

Ueu tf Wier , € tDWU 3 ar dens should be situated. One steps up 
tw ■ or t i ree times to reach the door with its fan light, and 
o.icfi inside one is impressed by the spaciousness of the 
wide hall running straight back to. the far end of the 

+r lJ t' la i /oUs f lts c’opr and fanlight now giving not on 

* * e kxarA out of doors but a large sunny room 
tiat has teen added to the original building. 

Ruty received us with all the cordiality 
of the perfect hostess and showed us', —Celeste had been 

*5 r * re J y' e » t>te two perfect bedrooms on the east side of the hall 
an. then the two on the wes.t side of the hall. 1 believe “ 

c ; partition to make way for bathrooms probably are situated 
t y e> '- each of the two sets of bedrooms and i assume 

V\rin e on It ' * ^ P /^° d bedrooms may have been where bedrooms are 
J~ y 31 side tf the house and perhaps the two rooms where the 
o.ier tw bedrooms are may have been respectively a living room 
a imng room with a detatched kiihen and perhaps 
o no use for house servents in slavery aVys at the end of the 
garden. TvlaU the big light and altog ther hom'ey room at the 
bpck oj the house which has been added to it seems to 
s rye as a spacious living room and where the kitchen is. I’m 

c ceriam. Each bedroom has four posters of fairly modest size, _ 
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wt,th much smaller timber than in most of the early four posters such 
as the one I sleep in. Each room was so perfect that it was 
already to have show wind ws opened and so find itself ready 
ts emerge as a -lacy's Corner Shop setting and feeling, exquisite 
and giving every impression of having never keen slept in, 1 
can't imagine how ihe ladies do it, the ladies keing 11 uhy 
and her 84 year old mama, Mrs. Smither, once of Matches, Miss. 

In the sunny living room we were served thin whijfh- biscuits 
between whose tops and bottoms had been inserted delect ble thin hot b c i 
a flock of Christmas cake, candied fruits, etc., and wonderfully 
aromatic coffee. 

"hen we left,Celeste asked me how I liked the house and 
I said I loved it but was dying to pull up eveny scatter rug until 
.1 found a crap door which 1 felt tous bound to be there waere 
one would find what 1 call a "catch-all" room where 
one may put stuff from Christmas unwrappings and newspapers and 
magasincs to borken chairs or whatever. I saw no evidence 
of any such domestic touches in this perfectly appointed 
house and it worried me. Celeste said she was going to 
tell Ruby what I said and I told her to hurry up and do so 
as i ms bound to voice the same sensation the next time I 
seety Ruby. Ruby is head of Home Economics at Northwestern 
and she probably has a course in tidiness and pracitces it 
in her own home which certa- nly is charming as a museum 
piece . 

Back home for dinner, I found a secretary waiting for me at 
Yucca immediately after demi-tasse and before the secretary 
left °ames a ppeared. de was learing foodstuffs on the theory 
I might g et hungry over the impending weekend which may see a 
Rhreve -ort visitation. there were lemons, tangelos, frozen sirawkerriei 
pounds of frozen shrimp, oysters potato chips and 
the lord knows what all. -*e covered much ground on 
the sofa including news from - L hen>lufff where 11 seems merry with 
parties going an at a great rate. Whether Kay is nursing 
n unt Willie or the ether way a round wasn t stated. 

L'he^nterprise arrived today and I laughed when Barnes 
pointed out there vas no Cane River Memo, remembering as i did 
how 1 had rushed te knock off one before the Walkers 
took off for Phoenix 

Tonight's radio mentions snow in Philadelphia and 
a hreutened strike of transportation workers in Manhattan. 

Nothing was said about snow in the Lyme area and I wonder 
if little Miss Lee is likely to require snowshoes or ice 

sbates. And so 2963 comes to a close and may there he 
peace m the uearts of men of good will all around . 











